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PREFACE. 


OME. who chuſe not to encourage labours of 
this kind, plead in excuſe, that the world 
is full of books, and that many more are publiſh- | 
ed, than are rofitable, — nay” fur- 
ther ſtill, — make it matter of Uoubr, 1 il men 8 
morals are not made worſe by the multiplicity of 
publications on various ſubjects year after year. 
As to the truth of what theſe affirm, I have neither 
leiſure nor inclination at preſent to enquire into; 
this I think ſeems pretty clear, that as all men do 
not write with a deſign to inſtruct, ſo all do not 
read with a deſire to be inſtructed; but as ſome 
write and publiſh with a view to their own profit 
and advantage, others purchaſe and read with no 
other view, but to pleaſe and amuſe themſelyves. 
And perhaps this may not only furniſh us with 
the moſt probable. reaſon of the above, viz. hy 
men's morals arę not mended by much readings 
but may ſerve alſiſ i fuggeſt to us another obvious 
truth, viz... that books of it and pleaſantry, &. 
are generally preſſih ze thoſe inſtruftive of the 
mind, andcalcylatedtaamendthe morals} Hence, 
though much truth i be obleryed in the above bn 
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reader, who either makes a wrong choice of books, 
and only reads ſuch as were never intended, either 


to correct the 80 or inſtruct the ignorant; or, 


in reading thoſe that intended both, with too 
much careleſſneſs and inattention. Or ad: Thoſe - 
books ought to be blamed, or the authors of them 
which rather tend to lead, the mand aſtray, than 
conduct it in the paths of piety, and truth. 

Some object with he above, that there are as good 


| books already wrote and publiſhed, as any we 
may expect; to which, I would only ſay, it is 
not uſual ] preſume) to complain that a cauſe is 


clogged with too many witneſſes, nor does a gs 7 


conteſted bec more doubtful: by having a 
reater number Mvidences to defend it. If it 


ould be ſaid the truth of the goſpel is ſo univer- 
ray received, and ſo firmly eſtabliſhed, that fur- 
ther teſtimonies are needleſs to be offered in con- 


firmation thereof; I anſwer, in reſpect to myſelf 


a 


(bleſſed be God) add I hope the friendly objector | 
this ĩs true; but it is far otherwiſe in reſpect to the 
bulk of mankind. Nor need we look to the Jews, 
Turks and Pagans, who all want proof - of 

truth of Chriſtianity z ſo long as of of th bs 


* * 


ſwarms with chriſtian unbelievers, many of whom, 
though called by the name of Chriſt, yet are con- 
8 1 labouring as much as in them hes, to Kip | 


l foundation of — 
following diſcourſes wen penned, nor 
are they publiſhed ſo much Wil a defign to con- 
fute as adverſaries of the: gaipel” (this: I leave to 
An 8 ſimply tomamtain the truth; from 

fuk ys n, thaterfor is Moſt effectuall con- | 
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as hs W ſheetsmay thivug th a di netic. 
fing be made uſeful to confirm, p47 eſtabliſh the 
— of ſome, who may not only doubt of the 
truth of goſpel - doctrines, but of their wn ex- 
perience of the grace of God alſo. If the can- 
x 8 reader ſhould obſerve any miſtake that may 
have ſlipt both pen and preſs, as 1 doubt not but 
he will charge it to infirmity, 1 promiſe myſelf a 
pardon ; and ſhould he meet with any thing that 
may thwart his own received opinion, I hope he'll 
conſider what is offered, before he condemn it, 
| which after all ſhould he think it neceſſary to do, 
I expe&t he will moderate the ſentence. according 
to the equity of that rule, that What he requires, 
he'll not refuſe to give; viz, the liberty of think- 
ing. I only beg leave to add, what! have written 
in the following ſermons, I have written in the ſin- 
cerity of my heart, and with a view to do good; 
therefore, if this end be anſwered in any wiſe to 
any who ſhall read them, let the great God, even 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt have all the praiſe; for 
to; him. alone, the adorable Jehovah, Father, Son, 
and Spirit, in one undivided eſſence, all glory, 
might, and majeſty are due in time and through 
85 tractleſ depths of eternity. 
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2 The ſeripture plan of ſalyation moſt conſiſtent. 
3 On what the imputation of our ſins to Chrin depends. 


4 That Chriſt's ſufferings were vicarious. 


7 The legal ſacrifices'hadowed forth Chriſt. - 


6 Chriſt muſt needs have been preached to the Jews i theit 
ſacrifices. 


7 The prophets and apbliles fake the ſame. _— con- 
cerning Chriſt. N 7 
'h great love of God in 6 providing fach a Saviour fo 
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1 An n of our *. Nate, and deliverance dy 
ehrt 


2 The ſubjeR of the preſent chapter what. 


3 That belieyers are the purchaſe of Chriſt's blood, and 
obtain heaven through his active and paſſive obedienge. . 

4 ö by faith, a ſcripture doctrine. 

5 The neceſſity gf a righteouſneſs, in order to —_— 

with God, 


6 Faith our rege abſurd, 5 l | 
7 by the e righteouſneſs of ' Chriſt, l 


doctri 


| $ Juftificarion by che righteouſneſs, of Chriſt; moſt con. 
8 9 ace 8 Gaſes and ſecond Adam diligent 


c 9 


i”? 1 uri of chit righteouſneſs neceſſary, . as the, 


pre ſentative is people. 


"> a }mpuration of he, righteouſneſs of Ch#iſt, a rere 


— 12 An objection to the above dodithe — 33 
13 An addreſs to the reader to conſider As believers pris, 


. _ Vileges m Chriſt. 


14 The ſupereminent excellency of the righteouſneſs, of | 


. Chriſt, as the Nr . 
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GENESIS. PH 17. 
For in the day has thou eateſt there, 


| thou | ſoak ſurely die. 
2 HE doctrine of original (aa it is 
commonly called, ) is gen ally, either 
believed and received, or dilcredited and 


TY as men attend gg the oracles of God, in 
order to form their ideas of the truth of things 
_ thereby; or receive their inſtructions in the ſchools 
15 ue e and model their ſentiments by the 
4 of philoſophy. In the former caſe, we 
= preſented with a plain, fimple, and natural ac- 
_ count of the ſtate of men Rn thin what was 
E. pur that Eirſt- brou op thes diſorder, ſo 
Ee 


a * rs and t univerſally com- 
plained'of, and what is its cure. In the latter, 
* plain and eaſy account of things, malt either 


erted, and eruelly tortured, to make it 
9 unn to our me 2 
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2 SERMON 8 


notions, as taught us without regard to revelation 
and in which revelation is of no manner of uſe ; 
the whole muſt be rejected as a cunning deviſed 
fable; impoſed upon the ignorant, by the ſubtil- 
ty and craft of deſigning men; but unworthy of 
| credence amongſt thoſe”who will be at liberty to 
| think for themſelves, and reſolve to take reaſon 
as ſuperior to revelation, for their guide. 
It is further obſervable, : for the moſt part 1 
thoſe who ſtumble at the ſin of Adam being im- 
we to, or any ways affecting his poſterity, are 
—_ © unſound in moſt other doctrines of the goſ⸗ 
dis being the port from which a man ſets 
Jail in ſcripture ſentiments, and a wrong line of 
direction, leads gradually further and further from 
the point of truth, Hence ſome while they ſeem 
to compliment the Lord Jeſus as a creature of the 
higheſt dignity, with high encomiums of worth 
and excellency ; yet withold from him the glory 
due to his name, as the adorable creator; nor honoar 
the co-eqt Son as they pretendedly honour the 
_. «Father, © Others, ſo mingle refined reaſon. with 
pure revelation; that while they ſeem to allow the 
atonement made by the" Son of God, and preach 
ſalvation through his blood; yet have their ideas 


2 


ſo confuſed, and the ſcheme of their doctrines ſo 
rplexed; that they attend not to the ture 
- conwWalt between the firſt, and the ſecond Adam; 
and while they han to ſpenk of Adam's fin unto 
© condemnation, vet deny the imputation of . 
righteouſneſs unto juſtificztion. | 
It is highly probable, was this particulardorine « 
more carefully attended to, more clearly opened, 
more explicitly treated, and more warmly inſiſt- 
= ed on by the preachers of the word ; we * * 
, * 
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garden of pleaſure; to compare 


by God himſelf, it is Eden. We 


Free of the garden 1 


SERMON I. 3 
find the hearts of our hearers more deeply affect- 


ed under a ſenſe of their depravity; the truths 


of the goſpel more cordially embraced, and the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the chariot of his goſpel, 
would meet with a much more hearty welcome 
amongſt his wretched and indigent creatures. 

Is it not for want of this, that, many think 
themſelves to be rich, and increaſed with goods, 
while in reality they are.wretched, poor, miſer- 


able, blind and naked?: Will any but the diſeaſed 


come to Chriſt for a cute? If we would be a 


miniſters of the new fteſtament, we muſt laß 


to make the people ſenſible, of what was tral 
acted in the garden of Eden, and ſtands upot 
Tacred record in the od. That you who hear me 
this day, may be reminded of your fallen con- 
dition; and from thence be led to look for ſuc- 
cour and ſalvation to the great repairer of the breach 


I muſt beg the favour of you to take a walk with 


me into yonder garden; it is indeed a place, a 

which, all 

that art improved, or nature now can boaſt, would 

be mean and contemptilyle ;/ it is a garden planted 

ed here pre- 

ſented to our view, Adam in his perfect ſtate; _ 
i 

and 


the adorable creator of all things covenanring 

his ne made creature; hig grant was large, 

loudly declared the oodn of his God; every 
* mayeſt freely eat; his pro- 

Hibirion was ſmall; by which he might underſtand, 


that obedience was all the creator. ſought from his 
creature; but of the tree of the hnow! 
und evil, thou ſhalt not eat of it; for in the day 
"thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt ſurely die. 


edge of good 


A 2 | From 


1 SERMON I. 


From theſe words, I propoſe to prove to you 
ſhe following things: AY 65 PIR n 


| Firſt, That corporal death, or the death of 
Adam's body was a conſequence of his fin. 


Second, That the death threatened in the text, 

was corporal, ſpiritual, and eternal. 

Third, That the penalty was inflicted according 

i to threatening that d. 

| Fourth, That all the poſterity of Adam, are 

e through is rang eos. 
fifth, That there can be no ſalvation or deli- 
ace from this curſe, but by Chriſt. 


| 
| wah 
| 
1 
| 
. 
|| 


I am aſhamed to amuſe you, and obtrude upon 
"your attention this firſt head of my diſcourſe; 
"which would ſeem to me altogether is unneceſſary, 
and affronting to your natural underſtandings, as 
if I ſhould go about to demonſtrate to you that 
the whole is greater than any of it's parts, or that 

it is e when the mid-day ſun. ſhines full in 

| 8 face; Vid not the Socinians with an air of 

Idneſs peculiar to themſelves, and an art of 
perverſion never practiſed but by men of theſe 
principles, deny the ſubſtance of it. Should they 
deny that many children die in their infancy, and 
who could not be guilty of actual fins ; matter of 
fact would every dayfrile up in judgment" againſt 
them, and condemn their afſertion as falſe in the 
Face of the world; and to allow that ſuch infants 
die in conſequence of Adam's fin, would claſh 
with their favourite notion of original purity, be- 
fore which Diana, nothing muſt ſtand, that force 
or fraud can overturn ; therefore it muſt be main- 
| tained at all events, that death js common to us, 
: a " x *, not 


* 
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not as ſinners, but as men, and that infants die, 
not becauſe they are the children of a fallen parent, 
but a perfect. 
When the all- wiſe creator, is repreſented in the 
ſacred account of this affair, as covenanting with 
s creature, this was a oiited as the teſt of his 
bedience, of the tree of knowledge of good and 
evil, thou ſhalt not cat of it and the penalty to 
be inflicted in conſequence. of diſobedience, was 
ſet before him in theſe words, for in the day thou 
cateſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſurtly die, (Moth ta must) 


dying, thou ſhalt die; the ingemination, or * 
tition of the word in the original, indicates H 


certainty of dying ; and wherein this did conſiſt, 
muſt either be known to Adam, or the ſanction 
would loſe its force. But the ſuppoſition cannot 
be admitted without abſurdity, that, becauſe Adam 
had not ſeen any image of death amongſt any of 
the creatures, (death as yet not having entered 
into the world) therefore, he muſt he a ſtranger 
to what it meant; ſeein Adam was how in honor, - 
ſtood upright and fearleſs in the preſence of his 
maker, and poſſeſſed a 1 <a of judgment 
(I think it is ee far ſuperior to any of 
his poſterity. In the preceding chapter, ver. 
a⁊qꝙth, zoth, we find the munificent creator —_ 
Jos upon the beloved i _— of himſelf, a rig 
title to every herb of the field, and — 
plant of the ground; and God ſaid, bebold I have 
en you every berb bearing ſeed, which is upon the 
ace of all the earth ;, and every tree in tbe which 
is the Nuit of @ tree_yielding ſeed; to you it ſhall 
be for meat. This grant, Adam had in common 
with'the beaſts of the earth; and to every beaſt of 
the earth, and * fowl of the > and 10 


4 every 


6 8 ERMON I. 


every thing that creepeth upon the earth, "wherein 
there is 11FE, I have given every green herb for 
meat. Now to ſuppoſe that Adam was a ſtranger 
to death, as conſiſting in a negation, or depriva- 
tion of that life he Taw the beaſts of the earth en- 
Joy in common with himſelf; muſt be to ſuppoſe 

im wanting of that underſtanding, whereby he 
could diſcerntbetwix? a beaſt and a tree, or him- 


. * 
* 


ſelf and an herb of. the field. | 
It cannot be ſuppoſed, that whatever ci 
tions Adam had o ſpiritual death, as contained 
ir e threatening; that he did not comprehend 
nis idea, the death of the body alſo, as he 
_ would neceſſarily underſtand and ſuppoſe his crea- 
tor as ſpeaking to him in words to this import, 
For my own glory and pleaſure I have created 
„ thee, and called thee into being by the word 
„ of my power; I have formed for thee a body, 
from the duſt of the ground, and have ani- 
_ mated 4t with a living ſoul, I have endued thee 
. «© with a ſuperior faculty, by which thou ſtandeſt 
. 4+ diſtinguiſht from all earth- born creatures, and 
art capable of contemplating thy own happi- 
c neſs, and the bounteous liberality of thy bene- 
factor. I have planted this garden for thine 
tt abode, and have plenteouſly provided for thy 
6 
cc 
cc 


table, every thing neceſſary to ſupport thy 
* carthly frame, and render thy being intirely 


comfortable; freely take of every herb and 
<< tree,. cat, live, and enjoy the bleſſing of thy 


being, as the reward of thy obedience, and 


% commenſurate unto it. But know aMiredly, 
_ « that if thou art diſobedient, thou ſhalt forfeit 
thy title to all theſe favours; the herb of the 
field which I have now appointed, and "I 
. i & wi 


* 
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SERMON'I 5 


* with a power to perpetuate thy exiſtence z ſhall, 
« deprived” of this life-giving quality, miniſter 
„ mortality to thy dying body; while the com- 
* municated rays of my ſpirit, intercepted and 
cut off, ſhall leave thy beclouded ſoul in dark- 
e neſs and diſtreſs.” Now in this repreſentation 
of the paſſage, (which, ſeems to me natural and 
eaſy) it appears impoſſible that Adam ſhould over- 
look the circumſtance of corporal death, as con- 


tained in this threatening ; in my opinion ĩt would 
be far leſs abſurd to ſuppoſe, that he had an eye 


to nothing elſe. ue, oy” 

 '2d, That bodily death, was a conſequence! 
man's diſobedience, appears from the execut! 
of the ſentence, chap. 3d, ver. 19th, with which 
is cloſed the ſolemn trial of the unhappy offenders, 
now doomed to the death they had deſerved (ex- 


cept in hope of a deliverer.) The whole of this 
tranſaction begun at ver. 84. carries ſomething 


in it ſtupendiouſly ſolemn, and ftrikingly awful. 


» 


Satan had now betrayed them into ſin, and fin 


had plunged them into ruin; fearful and amazed 
they flee, when none purſues, and would be glad 
to find an aſylum in the thickeſt gloom of impe- 
netrable darkneſs, to hide their guilty heads from 


their offended: God, But where ſhall a ſinner flee 


from his preſence, or whither ſhall the guilty go 
from his ſpirit ? The voice of the Lord God 
ſummons them to the bar; to which, though with 
the jgreateſt reluctance, they are conſtramed to 


come, The fact appears too full againſt them to 


be denied; and the evidence too firm and ſtrong, 
to be bafffed in the inquiſition; but mark the ef- 
fect of ſin; what they cannot deny, they attempt 
to extenuate and leſſen, and inſtead of taking 


3 
them- 
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| therhſelyestheſhameandfaultwhich belonged unto 
Ut - them, they endeavour by any means to avoid, and 
caſt upon another. The man loſt to all ſenſe of 
| gratitude reflects upon the benignity of his maker, 
| as though in making an help meet for him, and 
ll which ſhould compleat his happineſs, he had given 
| her to be a ſnare and*a"trap unto him, to entice 
and draw him into"ſin'; be woman . Whom thou ' 
gaveſt to be with me, ſbe gave me of the tree and 1 
did. eat; and quite void of natural affection to her 
that was bone of his bone, and fleſh of his fleſh, 
he openly accuſed, and turned informer at the bar, 
{Nor had the woman. more remorſe for the crime 
Ihe now. ſtood accuſed of; for inſtead of pleading 
ilty, before her judge ſhe would juſtify herſelf 
| by impeaching the ſerpent ; the ſerpent beguiled 
me, aud I did eat. However, both acknowledge 
the fact, I did gat, and fall obnoxious to the pe- 
nalty. The priſoners at the bar thus found guilty 
| before the. righteous judge of all the earth, are, 
as it were remanded to priſon, with this ſentence, 
- to. the woman he. ſaid, I will greatly multiply thy 
| ſorrou, and thy conception 'Y in ſorrow alt thou 
bring forth children. And unte Adam, be. ſaid. 
eurſed is the ground for thy, ſate, in ſorrou ſalt 
_ thaw eat of it all the days of thy life; in tbe ſweat 
of. thy face Halt thou. eat bread, til! thou return 
unto the, ground, for out of it waf thou taten, for 
duft thoi art, and unte duſt ſhalt thou return, 
Now if bodily death intimated in theſe Words, 
duſt. thou art, and unts duſt ſbalt thou return, was 
not the oonſequence of this tranſgreſſion, 4 
would equally. and certainly have been the caſe, 
if man kad not finned at all; then we muſt fup- 
| Pole the ſentence paſſed by the all-wiſe judge. 
Boy ht 0 N to 
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to have run in this ftrain. Becauſe thou haſt 
«*: done this thing, and haſt eaten of the tree, 
„ of which I commanded thee ſaying, thou ſhalt 
« not eat. of itz thou ſhalt ſurely return to 
4 the, ground, from whegen I took 2 me 
« agreeable to my purpoſe concerning 
thou hadſt not — Fer duſt tbou art, and 
<<: Ante duſt —— way — . wo | 
« of thy fin, or by way of 
* diſobedience; but acco ng to . . 
« which was made ſubject e and death, 
was that 
thou ſhouldeſt die.” Now, if we would nog 
be guilty of the ſuppoſition of a procedure ſa 
unbecoming the omniſcient Jehovah ; let us ad- 
mit ng ain, literal and commonly received o 
this important fact; that Adam, as the 
juſt — of his diſobedience, and as the penal 
lanction of his ſin, was doomed to return to his 
original duſt, a monument of the divine diſplea 
ſure againſt it. 
3d. That bodily death, is e eee indified 
becauſe of ſin, appears from the divine proce- 
dure, in all ages and places of the world. Why 
did God ales a mighty flood of waters over 
whole earth, and thereby deſtroy both man 
beaſt ? (except Noath and his ily.) Was it 
not becauſe all feſb bad corrupied His way upon 
_ Gen: vi. 12. His way, had violated 
his law, /inned and come ſhort of bis glory. Rom. 
iii. 23. Why were the cities of the plain oyer- 
thrown with ſuch a marvellous deſtruction? When | 
it is ſaid, the Lord rained brimftone and fire from 
the Lord, out of heaven. Gen; Mix. 24. God 
b e us the reaſon, * 


N 
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| Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and becauſe their fin 
is very grievous. © Ch. xviii. 20. 19. 13. To 
proceed to adduce proofs of this kind, from the 
word of God, would oblige me to tranſcribe a 
great part of the bible. I ſhall cloſe this head 
with obſerving to you, that while we infiſt upon 
bodily death being the puniſhment of fin, we 
are kept in countenance by having Paul the 
| | puny for our preſident. Two paſſages cited 
his writings, may ſerve to confirm my aſ- 
ſertion; the one from Rom. v. 12. by one man, 
even Adam, n entered into the world, and death 
y n, as the wages of diſobedience ; for the 
wages 2465 is deatb, and ſo death paſſed upon all 
men, indicating that they were diſeaſed, having 
een infected with the common contagion, for 
that all have ſinned; ſinned in the loins of Adam; 
otherwiſe death paſſed upon ſome that had not 
ſimnned at all, even infants and they were puniſh- 
_ ed without fault, and died without diſeaſe or ſick- 
neſs. The other paſſage is from x Cor. xv. 21. 
where the apoſtle is proving the certainty of a 
reſurrection of the juſt, Siuce by man, even the 
firſt man, here ofed to the * ſecond man or 
Adam the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; tame death, name- 
ly, bodily death, for this is alſo oppoſed to bodily 
life, or the reſurrection of the body from the 
grave ſo that, that life the ſecond Adam re- 
ſtores in the reſurrection, is the life that was for- 
feited and loſt, by the firſt Adam in the fall; 
burt the life here ſpoken of, is that of the body, 
therefore ſuch is the death, the conſequence of fin. 
I have dwelt the longer upon this head, be- 
cauſe of it's importance; the oppoſers of the 
doctrine of original ſin, are well » 
HP 3 | 1 u- 
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Inſuperable difficulties that will croud in upon 
them on granting this point, and therefore turn 
all their ſophiſtical artillery this Way.” 17 1.2% 

I proceed in the ſecond place to prove, that 
although corporal or bodily death, was contained 
in the threatening againſt diſobedience; yet this 


was nat all the penalty ; but death corporal, death 


ſpiritual, and death eternal, were compreſiended 
therein. n Iain 1 N * 
It is more than probable that, when God threa- 
tened Adam with death, in caſe of diſobedience'z 
the death with which be was threatened, had re- 


ſpect unto the life he then enjoyed; and would 


if inflicted, conſiſt in a deprivation of it. But 
the life Adam enjoyed, was as much ſuperior to 
that cf the beaſts, as the rational foul is to the 
ſenſitive z or as a life ſpent in an union with, 
and an enjoyment of God, is to that which is 
ſpent without God in the world. When the Lord 
God formed the earth and the world, birds and 
beaſts, fiſhes and oreeping things, his almighty 
fat went forth, and it was done, be commanded and 
the deep foundations of the earth ftood rm; but 
when man muſt" be called into being, a council is 
called in heaven. Not that God wanted power 
or wiſdom, to create man more than any other 
creature; but to teach us to aſpire to more 
exalted joys, than brute beaſts partake of; and 
not to diſhonour that nature by ſinful practices 


the great creator has put ſuch à diſtinguiſning 
honor upon. In making the beaſts, &c. a ſin- 
gle fat perfected the work; but in making man, 
there is a twofold act; and the Lord God 

man of the duſt of the ground, alluding. to his 
animal life, enjoyed in common * 
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of the ſield, &c. and breathed: into his noftrils, 
the:breath of life; alluding to the rational life 
ar to himſelf. Hence it is ſaid 
by the wiſe man, ibe ſpirit of a beaſt goeth down- 
ward;.' that is, the vital flame which animated it's 
form, becomes totally extinct when the creature 
dies; but the ſpirit of a man goeth upward; when 
his+dithyreturas purſuant to the folemn ſentence, 
zo the duſt, his ſpirit, the inextinguiſhable and 
immortal ite that animated his earthly body, 
Hail return 10 Cod that gave it. Furthermore, it 
is obſervable; that when the Lord God bad formed 


mam of the duſt of the | ground, that he breathed 


into bim, (Niſomath Bln, ) the breath of lives, 
not of life, in the ſingular number; becauſe he 


vas 1 compound creature, and enjoyed life, not 


only in common with the beaſt, but in a way pe- 
culiar to himſelf; but lives, the animal, and the 
rational. Thus Adam, when coming from the 
hands of his maker, and at what time he was 

eaſed to ſignify his good pleaſure towards him, 

ent into covenant with him, ſtood poſſeſſ- 
ed” of a natural and ſpiritual life; the latter of 
which, continued to him in conſequence of his 
obedience, would have conſtituted, what J here 


mean by iiſe eternal. Now it cannot reafonably 


be ed that Adam was a ſtranger to the dignity 
CE ag i but rather that, if his 


| creator had made no revelation of himſelf,” or had 


him no intimations of the excellency of that 
nature, fo vaſtly ſu to, and ſo emi di- 
ed from that of all other earth- ade 
creatures; yet his on t and unſullyed in- 


__telleftuals would have immediately led him to 
* his 9 make, © — | 


nally ſecure unto him. Nor could any thing leſs 


nothing could exti 
to the purity of it's nature, would 
neſs, and render it's being leſs deſirable than not 
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diſcovery of the bleſſedneſs he ſtood poſſeſſed of. 
Therefore, agreeable to our former reaſoning on 
the preceding head, Adam would neceſſarily con- 
ceive, when it was ſaid unto him, in ibe day, t bon 

eateſt thereof, tbou ſbalt furely die, that his diſo- 
bedience would be attended with the forfeiture 


and a deprivation of the life, or lives, he then 
„and which his obedience would :eter- 


be intended in the — diſobedi- 
ence, tbou ſpbalt ſurely die; than a death 


to the lives or e to be in 
conſeq — — That A e 
Was — in the has been proved al- 


ready; and that ſpiritual death was equally in- 
cluded, will more fully appear from the "_ 
conſiderations. 

It is ſaid, that, man beeame-g living ſoul, this | 
life man had from God, the. great and gracious 
author of it; his ſpiritual life, was an immortal 
ſpark communicated by the father of ſpirits, - the 
— uncreated * and life; and which 
Sin itſelf could not 
annihilate the ſoul; but being eſſentially 2 


darken and obſcure the luſtre of it's native-bright- 


to be at at all. On the condition of obedience, 
man would neceſſarily have enjoyed the bleſſings 


he poſſeſt; juſtice itſelf was engaged to- ſecure 


them and on the contrary,” the condition not 


fulfilled, juſtice itſelf muſt ſtand full againſt him. 


Upon man's diſobedience, it was not poſſible 


the union berwinv God and his foul coul8 BA; 
God's holineſs would neceſſarily „ 
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Wh of purer eyes than-to bebold iniquity, much more 

Wit to hold, converſe, and continue in covenant and 

HH fellowſhip with a notorious offender. Continue 

in covenant he could not, the conditions and 

ſanctions thereof being already diſſolved, and 

broken, Juſtice would neceſſarily. forbid it; nor 

| could communion and fellowſhip any longer ſub- 

ii Miſt ſince chere now wanted a ſimilarity in the na- 

1 ture of the parties to be united; which in this 

| |  - Cale was neceſſary; and an emnity in conſequenee 
of ſin, had faſtened upon the mind of man, and 

lf rendered it utterly impoſſible. Holineſs, is eſſen- 

1 tial to the divine nature, and the moſt expreſa 

. image of God, that can appear in any created 

being. The Lord exhorts his people to holineſs, 

ſaying, be pe holy, for I am holy, and without bo- 


lf lineſs, no man ſpall ſee the Lord. The highly fa- 

1 voured ſervants of God, when admitted in plea- 
If |! ſing viſion, to view the heavenly worſhippers and 

hear their aſcriptions of glory and honor to the 


1 eternal King; they ſung in f ſ | 
King; they ſung in ſweet reſponſes, Holy, 
| | holy, holy, is the Lord of hoſts; | holy, -boly,, holy, 
[ Lord Gad almighty. If. vi. 3. Rev. iv. 8. Now . 
2 [Yi in and diſobedience, being the very reverſe of 
mis, can no more be mixed together with it, or 
| ſtand before it approved and accepted, than dark- 


neſs can be mixed in the body of the ſun, or 

ind a place of exiſtence in his meridian beams. 

: Wii And as ſpiritual life, or the life of the ſoul, con- 
. fiſts in an union with, and the enjoyment of God; 

| ſo the diſſolution of this union, and the depri- 

vation of that enjoyment, is what we mean by 

ſpiritual death; and which muſt neceſſarily be 

1 inflicted on Adam, in conſequence of his ſin. 

3 Again, the righteous law of God, muſt dogs 

0 | paſs - 
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$ a ſentence of . condemnation againſt the of- 
ender, ſuitable to the nature of the offence; but 
the offence was principally of a ſpiritual kind, 
viz. pride, preſumption, ingratitude, &c. of 
which the eating the interdicted fruit was but 
the viſible expreſſion; or to uſe the words of the 
apoſtle James, Luft when it hath conceived, bring- 
eth forth ſing, Ch. i. 13. Therefore the ſentence. 
of the law principally reſpected the ſoul. Be- 
ſides, the law of God is founded upon the eſſen- 


tial attributes of holineſs and juſtice, and is 4 


tranſcript of them; ſo that theſe are ſeen in the 
perfect law, as objects appear and are ſeen in a 
glaſs; and as the cherubim, and flaming ſword; 
guard and keep the way, of the tree of life; ſo 
the divine holineſs and juſtice, preſerve and k 
the law; from all inflexibility, mutability, or 
ſhadow of turning: and the former muſt change 
their nature, before the latter can acquit an of- 
fender, or mitigate. it's rig. 
Again, that ſpiritual death is inflicted as the 
. puniſhment of ſin, the many declarations in the 
word of God, againſt ſinners, will evince. It 
has been affirmed by ſome, that the promiſes, and 


_ threatenings, contained in the old teſtament, have 
no reſpect unto ſpiritual things; and that the peo- 


ple of the Jews had no certain knowledge of a 
uture ſtate; and would ſupport their opinion by 
Paul's words to Timothy, who hath brought life 
and immartality to light, inferring from hence, 
that the ſoul's immortality,” reſted upon uncertain 
conjectures, till it was. revealed in the goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt, But this notion ſeems to have gain- 


ed acceptance, through inattention to the word 


of God; in which, the belief of the immorta- 
5 "wy lity 
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to have been received, 


Kiry of che ſoul, 


2 A e poſſible, or which had ſome 


of probability; but as a matter of the great- 
certainty, in the earlieſt ages of the world. If 


this be not granted, the account Moſes has given 


of Enoch's tranſlation, will be hard to reconcile 
for if Moſes did not firmly believe an after ſtate; 
to ſay, that Enoch walked with God, and that God 


took bim; would be, in effect to ſay, Enoch was 

 a'better man than moſt or all in his day, he fear- 

ed God, and pd the things that pleaſed him; 
e 


and therefore the Lord - inflicted upon him the 


# 2 judgment, that his nature was capable 


82 even death; for he took him out 
of the land of the living, and deprived him of 


All che — 4 — and benefits har to his only 


ence, And Enoch himſelf who 
far dong long before Moſes, looked by faith beyond 
the utmoſt bounds of time, when he propheſy- 


| ing, ſaid, Bebold thei Lord cometh with ten thou- 


ſand of bis ſaints, Cc. Jude xiv. Nor could 
8 ä have placed Enoch with. any propriety a- 
mongſt his liſt of worthies who atchieved the no- 


bleſt deeds by faith; had he ſuppoſed Enoch an 


infidel in this particular: neither would it have 
comported with the apoſtle's deſign in the chap- 


ter, which was to encou the Hebrews to firm - 
neſs of faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by the ex- 
ample of the ſaints of God in all ages. Of whom, 


"tay he, baving ſeen the promiſes afar of, they were 
of them. ' But to return from this di- 
(which here ſeemed neeeffary to be made;) 


as the doctrine of the ſoul's immortality, appears 
to have been received in the firſt ages of the 


_-_ it can hardly be ſuppoſed that the mani- 


feſtations 


7 e e es 


j 


feſtations of the divine diſpleaſure againſt fin, 
_ could be deemed by them, to terminate in tem- 


poral judgments; and eſpecially as the Lord did 

2 time to time declare his deteſtation of ſin, 

and his ſettled purpoſe to puniſh it with death. 
This meflage the Lord ſent unto his people by 


the prophet Ezekiel, chap. xviii, ver. 26. When a 


righteous man turneth away from his righteouſneſs 
and tommitteth iniquity, and #eth in them; dieth 
impenitent, for bis iniquity that be hath done ſhall 
be die, die ſpiritually, die eternally. When Na- 
than the prophet commiſſioned by the Lord, had 
extorted from the king of Iſrael a ſentence of con- 
demnation againſt himſelf; be man that bath don 
this thing ſhall ſurely die; and the prophet ap 
plied the ſentence, to the guilty monarch's heart; 
thou art the man, he trembling and confounded 
ſaid, I have finned againſt the Lcd, to whom with 
healing, heart-reviving words, the prophet ſaid, 
the Lord bath put away thy fin; for which, thou 
didft deſerve to be diſinherited of thy portion ig 
heaven, and to be deprived of the comforts of his 
preſence, . and the light of his countenance upon 
earth; but, thou alt not die. The Lord will 


not withdraw his ſpirit from thee, nor ſuffer thee 


in thy fall, to be utterly, caſt down, but will yet 
uphold thee with his hand. Tt is not to be doubt- 


ed, but that David conceived of himſelf at this 


time as obnoxiqus to ſpiritual death; even that, 

which conſiſts in a deprivation of the light of God's 
countenance, and the comforts of his ſpirit ; hence 
in his penetential pfaſm, compoſed under an af- 
flicting ſenſe of his fin ; he earneſtly deprecates 


the puniſhment his fin had deſerved, caſt me not 
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away from thy preſence, and take not thy holy ſpirit 


from we. Ver. 11. r 
As we have good authority to affirm, that many 
promiſes in the old teſtament were not only of 
a temporal nature, but had reſpect unto ſpiritual 
benelits and bleſſings; io by a juſt way of rea- 
ſoning, we infer, that many of the threatenings 
were alſo of a ſpiritual nature. As the Almighty 
could not but intend, that the people ſhould con- 
ceive of his threatenings againſt their diſobedience, 
to have reſpect unto the whole man, and thereby 
ſignify his higheſt diſpleaſure againſt ſin ; ſo it is 


not to be doubted, but that the prophets whom 


the Lord ſent to bear his meſſages to them, ſpoke 
in language plain and eaſy to be underſtood; giv- 
ing them to know by repeated aſſurances, that 


the Lord would render to the diſobedient indigna- 


tion, and wrathy tribulation, and anguiſh, both 
upon jew and gentile. . Mo | 

I proceed to ſhew 3dly, that death eternal was 
alſo included in the threatening, thou ſhalt die, 
and was the deſert of diſobedience. I conceive, 


that which hag been commonly called eternal death, 


and that which I here mean by that phraſe ; to be 


.no other, than ſpiritual death perpetuated through 


an endleſs duration; together with what has been 


called the pæna ſenſus, or the puniſhment of ſenſe, 


conſiſting in what the ſcripture calls the unquench- 


able fire, &c. That this penalty of eternal death, 
was included in the ſanction of the prohibition, 
appears from the truth of the laſt . 


that being proved, this cannot be diſproved, for 
theſe reaſons: 1. The ſoul cut off from the en- 
joyment of God, muſt needs be miſerable, and 


having no ſpiritual union, or communion, with 


him 
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him, muſt needs be left in a ſtate helpleſs and 


forlorn; not only wanting power to perform any 
thing, by which, it might be reſtored to his fa- 
vor; but alſo wanting a will to perform; having 
no taſte, no reliſh, for tlie works of holinefs, nor 
love, nor deſire, towards God, the author of it's 
happineſs. Now the reaſon of the ſoul's ſepara- 
tion from God, (being ſin) muſt continue to be 
a reaſon, for it's ſeparation for ever; ſecing it is 
not poſſible the ſou] can ceaſe to ſin, without God. 
2d. Not only open acts of diſobedience offend a- 
gainſt the pee love; but want of that love and 
cordial affection, which the creature owes to its 
ereator, as the greateſt good, is alſo a violation of 
it. But ſuch love and affection are inirely incon- 


ſiſtent with that ehmity which fin has introduced 


into the ſinner's nature; therefore he neceſſarily 
goes on to ſin, even while he ſuffers for it; and 
new acceſſions of guilt continually expoſe him to 
ſufferings ſuitable thereto, ad infinitum. . 
3d. As the ſeparation of the ſoul from God, is a 


conſequence neceſſarily reſulting from the divine 


urity; and by which, it ſuffers (at leaſt) hat ſome 
ory called the (pena damni) or the puniſhment of 
loſs; nothing but a change in the nature of (in, orthe 
nature of holineſs, (both which are impoſſible) can 


prevent this kind of puniſhment from being eternal. 


- 4th. Nor does the juſtice of God leſs than his 


| holineſs, require the ſinnex's puniſhment* to be 


eternal, in that part thereof, which is called the 
puniſhment. of ſenſe ;_ as appears from various 
paſſages. in the new teſtament. F thy band of- 
fend thee, cut it off, it is better for thee to enter 
into life maimed, than having two hands to go into 
bell, into the fire that never ſhall bequenched, There- 
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fore muſt burn eternally. ¶ bere their worm diet h 
not," the guilty, accuſing, condemning, and tor- 
menting ,conſcience, and the fire is not quenched, 
but muſt burn with an inextinguiſhable flame, and 
prey upon the offender with inconceivable rage, 
for ever and ever. Mark ix. 43. &c. compared 
with Matt. v. 29. 18. 8. Rev. xiv. 11. It 
appears from theſe, with various other. ſcriptures 
that might be adduced, that fin, and diſobedi- 
'ence, will be puniſhed with eternal miſery ; and 
as the judge 4 all the earth will certainly do right, 
we muſt conclude ſuch ſuffering to be the due de- 
ſert of fin. - _ r TY 
That a puniſhment, conſiſting in a moſt diſtreſ- 
ſing and 9 reflection, of a loſs, ſo irre- 
trievable, and immenſely great; ſhould torment 
and rack the ſoul, is not at all to be wondered at; 
ſince reflection, is eſſential to it's nature, and muſt 
be commenſurate with it's exiſtence. Nor ſhould 
it he eſteemed more ſtrange, that a puniſhment, 
conſiſting in torments the moſt exquilite, and 
pungent, ſhould be inflicted on the body, ſuited 
to it's nature; ſeeing man is a compound creature, 
and as ſuch, he ſinned againſt God ; therefore as 
ſuch, it ſeems equitable that he ſhould ſuffer. 
And as fin, though committed by a finite creature, 
injures an infinite law, affronts infinite majeſty, 
and ſlights infinite goodneſs ; it is undoubtedly 
juſt, it ſhould be puniſhed with infinite puniſh- 
meat. | LEY cu 
I now come in the 3d place to obſerve, that 
reeable to thoſe words, in the day, thou eateſt 
thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely die, the penalty was in- 
flicted the ſame day, that Adam ſinned againſt his 


Cod, and fell thereby from his form and fayour. 
| This 


This will appear, by carefully noting the ſeveral 
tranſactions of that awful day, as delivered to us 
by the holy ſpirit's amanuenſis, the man Moſes. 


As diſobedience, pride, ingratitude, or whatever 


other helliſn flame enkindled by the ſerpent, the 
devil, conſtituted, and aggravated the killing 
crime, firſt had a place in the ſoul; ſo the puniſh- 
ment, which was inſeparably connected with the 
guilt, was firſt inflicted on the ſoul. Hence we 
are informed, ver. vii. that having eaten, #bezr 


eyes were opened, and they knew they were nated; 


* 
. » 
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bodily eyes they had before to ſee with, and un- 


happy for them they had made a bad uſe of them, 


in gazing luſtfully on the tree, which it was dan- 


gerous to look unto at all, as the event made 
manifeſt. But now the eyes of their conſciences 
were opened, their hearts ſmote them for what 
they had done; and they ſaw, .ſhocking ſight! 
what had been well for them never to have ſeen z 
they ſaw, they knew that they were naked, They 
ſaw their folly, but it was too late; the darin 

impious deed is done, it cannot be recalled. 
They /aw the ſtate of peace and tranquility, they 
had fallen from; and oh, heart-cutting ſight ! 
they /aw no way, no means how to reſtore them- 
ſelves. Doubtleſs, they now /aw the ſubtle ſer+ 


pent, the helliſh victor triumphing in their ruin; 


and worſt of all they ſaw their God, their friend 
and benefactor, now offended with them, and his 
glorious image departed from them. They knew 
that they were naked, that they were ſtripped of 
all their paradiſical glory, their joys, their com- 


forts, and innocent delights were now no more; 


but guilty ſhame, fear, and diſtraction ſeized up- 


on them both; and all thoſe ſtreams of ſpiritual 
B 3 | con- 
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conſolation, from whence they had formerly 
.drank large and refreſhing draughts, were now 
dried up; and he that was wont to comfort their 
fouls, was now far from them. As a man rejoices 

to ſee his friend, they had (no doubt) 'till this 
rejoiced to meet their God, under the ſhady bower; 
and wich hearts glowing with gratitude and love, 
received the bleſſings which his bounteous hand 
beſtowed; but now, ſee the dire effects of fin | 
they heard. the voice of the Lord God, the voice 

| "which, uſed to charm the liſtening ear, more 
then the ſofteſt powers of muſic ; but now, more 
dreadful than a clap of loudeſt thunder; it wounds 
the guilty heart. Theſe wicked flee, when none 
purſue, and vainly try to hide their naked bodies 
With a covering of ſig-leaves; and their guilty 
heads amongſt the trees of the garden. 
Thus ſhame, and fear, the conſtant concomi- 
"rants of guilt, faſten on the conſcience in the very 

17 act of ſin, and diſtreſs the ſoul; Adam now knew 


| | good and evil, life and death. The good he had 
11 enjoyed in the divine favour was loſt * ever, and 
evil like an overflowing deluge broke in upon 
him; God had breathed into him the breath of 
lives; but now ſad experience tells him, the life 
of his foul was gone; for the life- giving ſpirit of 
his kind creator had now departed from him. 
With God is the fountain of life ; but now ſin had 
ſealed faſt the fountain, and all the vital ſtreams 
that flowed from it were cut off; and man that 
a little before, had been ſo diſtinguiſhably dignified, 
and highly honored, continued not in that ſtate, but 
became like the beaſts that periſh; the divine life 
was extinguiſhed in him, the divine image depart- 


ed 
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ed from him, and he felt in the day, the diſmal 

day of diſobedience, that in his ſoul he died. 
2d. When the righteous judge had ſummoned 

the offenders to his bar, and had convicted them 


out of their own mouths ; he proceeds to paſs the 


% 


ſolemn ſentence ; which as it had reſpe& unto 


' bodily death, was delivered in theſe words. He- 


cauſe thou hat hearkened unto the voice of thy wife 
and haſt eaten of the tree, of which I commande 
thee, ſaying, thou ſhalt not eat of it, curſed is the 
ground for thy ſake ; ** in bleſſing thee, all creat- 
,* ed things were bleſſed with thee, and becauſe 
* of thee. The ground had received a command, 


and a bee purſuant; to yield thee a rich ſup 


* ply of all things neceſſary for thy food, with- 
* out thy care and toil; thou ſhouldeſt have ga- 
& thered life and immortality from every flower 
* of the field, nor brier, nor pricking thorn, nor 
4 dry and barren lands throughout thy extenſive 
* dominions ſhould ever have been known. But 
„ now, the curſe and death, thou haſt deſerved 
* andart obnoxious to, ſhall fall upon the whole 
creation with thee, and becauſe of thee; yea, 
* curſed is the ground for thy ſake; which ſhall 
be ſo far from yielding it's free increaſe for thy 


„ ſupply; that thou ſhalt labour and till it in the 


*« ſweat of thy face, but almoſt in vain. Thou 
* ſhalt not any longer eat from the life-giving 
trees, and herbs of this happy garden; but, 
* thou ſhalt eat the berb of be field, produced 
and made to grow with inceſſant toil and in- 


_ * duſtry.” - Thorns and thiſtles ſhall the ground 


** ſubjefted-to the curſe, bring forth to thee, ſad 
emblem of thy barren wretched ſoul; and in 
< ſorrow ſhalt thou eat of it, until thou return 

| ** unto 
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have objected againſt t 


| Fa and too great and high to regard what is 


« unto it. Thy body was indeed created of the 
« duſt of the earth, — hadſt thou heen obedient, 
< would have been incorruptible, and immortal, 
6 ſuch was my will and word; but henceforth it 
is ſubject to mortality ; ; the ſeeds are already , 
60 ſown, which in ſpight of all thy {kill to pre- 


vent, will grow up to an harveſt of corruption; 


„ my unalterable decree ſhall make the ſentence 
* firm, for duſt thou art, and unto duſt thou ſhalt 
&« return,” Purſuant to this decree, and aw- 
ful declaration; we are preſented in chap. v. with 
a long bill of mortality; wherein we ſee the cer- 

main Higllment of thoſe words, unto du alt thou 
return; and the ſeeds of mortality ſown in the hu- 
man nature, in the very pronunciation of the 
ſtedfaſt decree ;. had, although by a flow, and 
ſilent, yet by a ſure, and certain growth, been 


ripening for ee even in Adam and theſe 


his ſons. 
Hence it appears 15 little pur ſe, that ſome 
e truth of what God had 
threatened ; and that becauſe Adam lived to the 


* of nine hundred and thirty years; therefore 


e penalty was not inflicted according to the time 
poken of in the day, ſince he loſt the divine and 


| Be life ipſo facto, in the very commiſſion of 
the crime; and his body in the ſame day was dead 


1 the law of God, and by the ſentence of his 
1 5 1 and as certainly ſubjected to corruption, 
his duſty tabernacle had immediately drop- 

ped into 1t's primitive particles. 
Let not ſtubborn ſinners preſume, and becauſe 
Vengeance appears not to be executed ſpeedily on 
an offender, conclude that God is too merciful to 


tranſ- 
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he ſacted among the ſons of men; for he is juſt 
nt, — holy, and will by no means clear the guilty. 
al, I I ſhould now proceed to the fourth thing pro- 
it 'poſed, but muſt beg leave to poſtpone the en- 
_ 2 on that, and the following propoſition, 
E to another e And what has al- 
n; ready been ſpoken to, let us try to make ſome 
ICC f improvemnnt "FO And in order to this, 1 
lt I would for a moment, call back your thoughts 
W- into the happy garden; a place of happineſs while 
th God was there, but no longer; his preſence only 
* makes a paradiſe; and without this it would be 
ou hell in heaven. How ſhould we then prize and 
u- value the place where the Lord has promiſed to 
he be preſent ; holy David knew ſo well what hap- 
id pineſs was with him, that I had rather, ſaid he, 
en be a door-keeper in the houſe of my God, than dwell 
ſe in the tents of wickedneſs. Let us therefore cleave 

| unto him with full. purpoſe of heart, let us ever 
ne be found in his houſe, together with his people, 
id that we may rejoice before him, and give to him 
ae the glory due unto his name. While we live unn 
re der the ſmiles of heaven, the frowns of earth- 


1e born creatures can never hurt us; if we are at 
d peace with God, we need not be diſcouraged. al- 
f though the powers of earth and hell ſhould be at 
d 
is 
n, 


war with us; and while our eyes are fixed upon 
the great author of our being, and our hearts are 
| bowed in obedience to his precepts, nothing ſhall 
be able to harm us, or make us afraid. But O 
my brethren, learn an inſtructive leſſon from the 


. miſcarriage of our common father. God had ſaid 

n unto him, in the day thou eateſt thereof, tbou Halt | 
8 ſurely die; the devil in the ſerpent contradicts it, and 

: - lays, ye ſhall not die, now whom ſhould Adam _ | 


believed ? The God e . father of 
lies? The anſwer is given in the fatal conſequence. 
Hence we ſhould learn to look upon, an reject 
every ſaying, every doctrine, every thing, or 
thought, that contradias the word of God, as 
deviliſh and dangerous ; no fair enticing fruit of 
fin becauſe it is goodly in our eyes to look upon, 
ſhould tempt us to taſte or touch it, leſt we die; 
it is forbidden fruit. No ſoothing, flattering 
ſpeeches ; no fair, and pleaſing promiſes, ſhould + 
Seguile our hearts, or lead us to put forth our 
bands to any accurſed thing. W 
Again, we are not in paradiſe, but are driven 
out by the righteous ſentence of the judge of all 
the earth; and if the tempter entered there, have 
wie not much greater reaſon to ſuppoſe he lies in 
wait to ſeduce and draw away our hearts from 
God? Yea we are aſſured he does, for the devil, 
a a roaring lion, walks about ſeeking whem he may 
devour. It is not certain to us, whether Adam be- 
fore his fall, had any knowledge that ſuch an ene- 
my would lie in wait to deſtroy him; and there- 
fore not ſuſpecting any harm, where all was very 
good, might the more eaſily fall by the tempta- 
tion: but we have fair warning given us, we 
know that we have an adverſary who is wily as a 
ſerpent to beguile and ſeduce; fierce as a lion to 
tear and 1 and deſirous of our ruin as the 
roaring lion of it's prey. 
Let us therefore be always on our end fore- 
warned, fore-armed. Adam might ſuppoſe him- 
ſelf at peace with all created beings, and in a land 
of ſafety ; but we, (I ſpeak of true believers) have 
openly declared war againſt the devil, and all the 
powers of darkneſs, and are while in the body, in 
. an - 


an enemy's country. We have need therefore to 


advert to the apoſtle's advice, and put on the whole 
armour of God; we have not only fleſþ and blood 
to conflict with, but principalities, and powers, the 
rulers of the darkneſs of this world, and ſpiritual 


evickedneſs in high places. We are utterly unable 


to cope with the God of this world ; we have no 


wiſdom, or might to go out againſt ſo formidable 


a foe; without Jeſus Chriſt we can do nothing ; 
faith only, can be a ſhield tor us, againſt the force 
of ſatan, and defend us from his fiery darts. 
2d. Permit me toremind you of the miſery and 
ruin brought upon our common parents, by their 
fin; that we through grace may avoid the rock 


on which they ſplit, and having the bleſſed ſpirit 


for our pilot, may fafely ride out all the ſtorms 
of life, and before a gale of all- atoning merit, 
may at laſt be — with gladneſs to the 

eaceful port. When coming from the hands of 

od, how beautiful, how fair! Bebold all was 
very good; man was made in the image of God, 
God cannot but love his image; and whom God 


loves muſt needs be happy. But no ſooner did 


ſin get a . in the heart, by which the hand 
is directed to take from the forbidden tree; but 


the flower of their beauty, immediately faded, 
the glorious image of their maker, which render- 


ed them amiable in his eyes, was totally defaced; 
and the happineſs they enjoyed under the ſmiles 
of his countenance, quickly departed from them. 
Learn we from hence the odiouſneſs of ſin; it 
ſtamps upon the ſoul, the image of the devil, 
enmity againſt God. A man by ſin degenerates 
into a beaſt, hence the ſcripture calls them dogs and 
ſwine ; and the creatures God had made his 
| own 


own. glory z by ſin, defile their nature, and diſ- 
honor their creator. And as we can enjoy no 
happineſs but ſo far as we enjoy God, ſin cuts 
off our union and communion with him, and ren- 
ders us miſerable even in this world. When 
Adam had ſinned, he feared; therefore if we de- 
ſire to lift up our heads with any degree of bold- 
neſs either here or hereafter in the preſence of 
our God, let us beware of ſin; there is nothing 
makes ſo many cowards as fin, the greateſt bra- 
vado, will either hide his face and be afraid of 
God's judgements in this world, or deſire. to be 
buried under huge rocks and mountains in the 
h world to come, for fear of the Almighty's indig- 
Wil nation. O think, my brethren, what our guilty: | 
| parent felt, when he hid himſelf in the garden, 
amongſt the trees; and what he feared, when the 
Lord God ſaid, Adam where art thou? Sin you 
ſee expoſes us to preſent miſery and fear of worſe ; [ 


1 

WM and who can conceive? (God forbid we ſhould- 

b ever experience) what weight of woe, what ſeas © 

0 of ſorrow, ſin will plunge and immerſe the ſinner 

I | in through endleſs ages. N 9 27 

1 zd. To conclude,---While we ſee the eſſential 
11 attributes of the deity, his juſtice, and his ho- ' 

1 38 lineſs, neceſſarily inflicting on the ſinner, the 

1 E death his ſin deſeryed ; let none of us imagine, 

T3 that we may fin with impugity ; God muſt change * 
| 
| 
| 


halis nature, Cer fin can paſs unpuniſhed. It wall 


al little that put forth your hands to ſin, 
F to e God being merciful; he is not more 
11 merciful than juſt; and whilſt the juſtice of God 
| calls out for ſatisfaction, the holineſs of God, re- 
Bj Jjects the polluted creature. In a word, for what 
38 we have done amiſs, let us come in the way God 


5 
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has appointed, to find favour and forgiveneſs with | 
him; there, my brethren, is our cure, look unto 
Jeſus. Does juſtice make demands we are not 

able to anſwer? The blood of an immaculate 
Lamb ſhall ſpeak for us, it /peaketh better things 

than that of Abel. Does the holineſs of God re- 

ject us? Jeſu's righteouſneſs ſhall gain us accer 
tance ;. this imputed, renders us . amiable in t 
eyes of our God, while his good ſpirit renews our 
hearts, and his grace the predominant principle 
in our ſouls reigns in us*through righteouſneſs to 
everlaſting life. | P Ty. 
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A 
By in 
thou ſhalt ſurely die. 


y 1 becomes us to give all attention to the ho: 


A. diligence, to ſettle in our hearts without a 
doubt, the divine credibility thereof; conſider- 
ing them as the living oracles of truth, and not 


in any part, nor in any wiſe, the writings of falli- 
If we firmly believe our bible to be 
the word of God, and that every thing contained 
vine vera- 
city, and enforced with the ſolemn ſanction, thus 4 
ſaith the Lord; it will neceſſarily beget in us more 
attention to whit it contains ; 3 and if we have any p 
| love to God, to lave and prize it in proportion. 
When we can baniſh from our minds all doubts ' 


ble men / 
therein, is ſtamped with the ſeal of 


and diſtruſts concerning the divine original of the 
ſacred ſcriptures z we are then delivered from 


acarping and quarreling ſpirit, with any thing we, 
find in them, not eaſy to reconcile ; as conclud- 


ing that the God of truth, can poſſibly be guilty 


of no falſhood, or contradiction z and whatever 
ſeems 


the day that thou eateſt tbe, : 


ly ſcriptures, and labour with the utmoſt. 


. 1 


7 
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ſeems to us irreconcileable muſt be charged to 
our ignorance and want of penetration in divine 
things. Moreover when we conceive of the holy 
ſcriptures, as intirely diftated by the Holy Ghoſt; 
we are led to ſee the neceſſity of coming un- 
taught to theſe divine tutors ; that we may from 
them, and not from our own wild and extrava- 
gant notions, receive inſtruction, what to believe 
and what to practice, agreeable to the. will of 

| God. And it appears the more neceſſary for us, 
to be well eſtabliſhed in the belief of God's word; 
becauſe the devil will always labour to obtrude 
and impoſe upon us, Prog contrary to, or dif 
fering-therefrom ; an example. of this, and the 
fad effects of it, we have ſeen in the foregoing 
diſcoutſe on this ſubject. And fo far as this fpi- 
Tit of lies and falſhood can influence the minds of 
natural men, (and the ſcriptures inform us this 
is not a little. Eph. ii. 2. 2 Tim. li. 26.) ſo 
far we may ſuppoſe alſo that they will contradict, 
gainſay, and boldly arraſgn infinite wiſdom and 
truth at the fallacious and deceitful bar, of their 4 
'own-ſhallow underſtandings”; and their minds 
being blinded by his deluſive ſophiſtry and cun- 
ning they are led on by the clue of their own 
dark reaſoning, to look open and treat the ſcrip- 
tures of truth with the ſame unlicenſed liberty, 
as they treat the writings of their fellow mortals. 
It ſhould be remembered by us, that if the ſcrip- 
tures are really the words, which God has cauſed 
to be written in a book, to be received by his 
creatures, as a directory for their faith and prac- 
tice ; that ſo far as we paſs by, and neglect them, 
fo far, we contemn, and ſlight the authority that 
impoſed them, and the goodneſs that vouc Rid 


* 
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uch a lanthorn to our feet, and a light for our 
Paths. Tea moreover, - as this book contains 
wany things, to be retejved by us, as matters of 
fact, upon the faithfulneſs and veracity of the re- 
lator ; fo far ag we diſcredit, and doubt of the 
truth thereof, fo far, we call the divine veracity 
in queſtion, and make God a liar. Beſides,” when 

1 N from the word of God, and either at- 
tend to and prefer the fallible writings of men, 
_ or follow our gyn private judgment; we act no 
Jeſs imprudently than the man who going on a 
Journey in an unknown country, reſolves to travel 
by the light of a candle, rather than the light of 
the ſun. As ſuch conduct, would not only feflect 
on a man's ſoundneſs of mind, but alſo expoſe his 
body to manifold perils; ſo our ſimilar conduct, 
in refuſing to take the word of God, to be our 
conſtant companion, inſtructor, and guide; not 
nly reflects on the ſoundneſs of our judgment; 
Mor expoſes us to dangers of the moſt awful kind. 
For as 4 man that walks in darkneſs knows not whi- 
iber be goes; ſo we, without the word of God, 
are left to ſtumble on the dark mountains of falſe 
conception, and like the men of Sodom to weary 
ourſelves in a labyrinth of probabilities and con- 
jectures, but can never find the door of delive- 
But 1 muſt no longer detain you here, and 
my reaſons for doing it fo long, are becauſe all 
our ſermons on every ſubje&, ſhould be built 
upon this foundation; and if any man ſpeak not 
according to this rule, there is no light in bim. 
Having ſhewn in the preceding part of this diſ- 
courſe, that by. fin came death, on the firſt man, 
and common parent of us all; I now, as was 
ah pro- 


o 
- 


N 


* _ 


_ greateſt loyalty 
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8 b to prove, that all * poſſert: 
pe are guilty through oy his tranſgreſſion bt 
aa 


Abe amen mnalf make uſc of in eſtabliſh- 


ing this important point, on which, all the doc- 


trines of the goſpel have their dependance, ſhall 
be tat of Adam's being à public perſon, and 
acting in a public capacity. And let us remem. | 
ber 15 this conſtitution, 7 does by no means be: 
come 15, to call the divine procedure in queſtion, 
nor with tob much ert and ppeontroulahls 
freedom, to enquire into it“ It argues not th 
A 1 ſubject, to enquire tos ſeru- 
tinouſly* into mne affairs of his prince ; not does | 
it beſpeak the beſt difpolition in a ſervant to"pry 


_ inquiſirively into his maſter's buſineſs; "much'leſs 


does it become us poor worms to diſpute, and 
call in queſtion that almighty being who givetb 
not acconthns f any of b matters, Job. xxxiti. 13. 
and whoſe judgment and proceedings wgre fure 


are agrecable ro truth and equity. And 9 1 \ 


ng PP appears in the declarations of his word, or 
the diſpoſal@Fhis providence, "that ſeetns not per- 


fectliy agreeable” to our notions, we ſhould not cry 


out againſt God, thy ways are not equal, leſt we 
ſhould be filericed and confounded, in hearing Him 


declare, that our ways are wncqual, ” 


That Adam is to be looked upon as a public 
perſon,” and as the natural head of his poſterity, 
tranſacting many things in which they were e- 

ually* concerned with himſelf; will appear from 
everal things ſpoken to, and concerning him; 
which could by no means terminate In him. iſt, 


When God had created man, Ch. i. ver. 27. be 


bleſſed them, and ſaid be frui 2 and multiply, c. 
ver. 10 it is preſumed, the power of propa- 
C gation 


repreſentative. ad, And e God ſaid, W e 


oF 90 K M 0 ith, 

Fs was tolbbiltiaicaind by e of this wordls 

and I ſuppoſe it will not be 2 that his poi 

terity continue to propigate their ſfped ies not fromm 

a xepetition of the ſame word to individuals but 
in conſequence of that ſpoken to Adam, as their 


iven unto you every herb, Sc. 10 yen ſhall dir! for 
Kt now as this grant, or any thing like ic is 
ot renewedd to individusts; by whacright dd wes 
. of our ſelloy.mortals tales the herbs of the 
feld, &c. if 
bs mg. and his poſterity as: confidered in him 
When the Almighty had formed a creature 
. own glory, 5 — planted 4 garden of plea- 


od fore, for * happineſs of that creature; he ſaw 


oy ſomething yet wanting, accordi to his great 
idea, to compleat it's felicity 3 ich- deficiency 
he ſignified in'theſt words. I is not\goad. that 
man — alone, I will make bim an help meat 
4 » Jor zin; accordingly it it ſaid, ver. azad, that, 
wh the Lord God hadformed the woman, be brdught 
ber o the man, This is what one might) call tbe 
firſt marriage and is evidently of et inſtitu- 
tion, Jchovah himſelf being preſenter and prieſt. 
And we have the beſt authority to affirm, that 
tis ofdinance equally reſpected Adam andallhis = 
ſeed ; for it follows, . . a man leave 
bis father and his motber, and ſball cleave untobis 
wife and the foall be one fleſb 3. Which ſaying]. as 
_ *arteſted- by our bleſſed Saviour, has reſpe&im 
all men. Matt. Xix. 3. Ath, 1 know: no law. 
extant in all · the old teſtament, which commands 
4 woman to be obedient to her huſband,” except 
What is recorded Gen. iii. 16. And g 4 | 
* be to thy daa and be fai ci over 4 


* 


N * 


[2 


It in eonſequence of that grant tb 
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this-is by che apoſtle; Paul called ng 1 Cor. 
WN, $4, and by virtue thereof, he exhorts the 
e en Now it is evident, all theſe 
things affect his poſterity, either as He's is _— — 
Arft et Fant fœderal head. | 
Again, it is equally certain, dur Adam is to 
be looked upon, as the repreſentative; of his po. 
terity in a covenant relation, or as their federal 
head; and in this view; whatever was made to 
— promiſe, and beca n by ghe⸗ 
dience, the condition of that promiſe ; 
doubtleſs (che condition being et Law have 
devolved to his poſterity nor would any one have 
1 it injuſticey” to have enjoyed the bleſſing. 
contrary, as Adam's diſobedience has in- 
vobved lis poſterity under the curſe, the event 
cannot alter” the Juſtice of the proceeding.” Be- 
bides, as Adam repreſented his poſterity, as their 
7 natural head, and in that capacity had ſeveral 
Lund injunctions common to both ; Atis rea- 


35 


q it was to be continued on condition 
of obedience, ſhould alſo reſpect both. Nor is 
it any uncommon thing amongſt men, bearing 
ſuch relation, natural, or fœderal, as has been 
en of; to be benefited; or injured, in con- 
| ener of the conduct of thoſe, to whom they 
_ related.” 
| at Chriſt the ſecond Aan ned his 
ple in a fœderal relation, will hardly be de- 
nied ; atleaſt by thoſe, who pay any regard to 
the holy ſcriptures, ſeeing that both in the old 
and me w deſtament he is often ſpoken of in this 
character And as the oppoſition between the 
ſirſt and * is beautifully ſtated, and 
n 2 1 


able that whatſoever was granted by way W 
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5 judiviouly, and plaioly, treated: W 
EM 5 16. &, it folla s that in the conception n, 
1 


K. 
* 


Sec which, ig 


Chr, 


him, who had beenurabght theſe grand truths in 
the third heaven z e the ſecond. Adam 
was to the people whom he repreſented, thatiwas 


the firſt Adam, to the . whom helrgpre- 


ented, even all mankin Hence it is, that in 
Ver, Igth, if wh Rp effence of- 1 eveniith 
Adam; many be dead; much more the rate 
ang man, cyen Jelus Chriſt, the 
d he gift by grace, even 1 | 
leib abounded unto many. Af Jeſus 

1s - us appointed, : — io 1 wt 
as the covenant ople g and 
they obtain life, an e or the ſake 


d Adam 


imm 


his merits only; (a truth, Which in chis 25 
ſhall fake for granted, then there can no impu- 


of injuſtice He againſt the, divine proce: 
ure in rendering a reward due to the demerit-0 f 
Adamyolely for his ſin, to his poſterity. When 


Moſes the ſervant of God had ſummoned the peo; 


ple of Iſracl, to remind them of the Gor 
dies they had. been partakers of, and i ſignify the 
Lord's:pleaſure furthermore concerning them, he 
thus adgrefſes the numerous aſſembly; ye ſtand = 
this Hay all of, before the Lord your G; 
ears captains of your tribes, your — of a 
vour officers with all the men of Iſraęl. ; 

little ones and your. wives, &c. —— 
e ſhouldeſt enter into a covenant with the, 


„ thy God, and into his oath, which the Lord 
e thy God maketh with thee this day, &c. nei 
e ther with you only do I. make this coyenant 
e and this oath, but with him that ſtandech here 
| 10 with us this day, * the * 


* and 


wg * os 10 x 
F y 


at E . 


- arid alſo With him that is not here Nich us this 
. da Now when we ſee the Lord entering in- 
to bovenant with Adam, where is the abſurdity 

of fuppoſing him to ſpeak in like terms, “ Not 
„ only wth” thee who art here to- day, but alſo 
<14xith- them that ate not here with thee this day, 
del make this covenant. ““ 
If there be any of you that tare to inveigh 
and exclaim againſt the juſtneſs of this procedure 
I'would anfwerſſuch in the a f an eminent - 
divine and ſeryangof Jeſus Chriſt . What or- 
tal now can flatter himſelf, that placethin the 
fame circumſtances with Adam he would have 
bettet conſulted his ow intereſt? Adam was 
neither without im, nor holineſs,” nr a 
oy dere after true appincd; no 9 75 averſion to 


the miſeries denounced inſt the ſin- 
ner; nor in fine, withou any 464g thoſe things, 
19 wor which he might expect to be upon his guard 


*apainſt all fin: and yet he ſuffered Aimfelf to 

6 he drawn aſide by theeraft'of a flattering T. 

% dubèr. 7 doſt t hou iniquitous cenſurer of 
6 the ways@fthe Lord, Nee wouldſt have 
vp betty uſed thy free-will'? Nay, on the contrary 
all thy actions cry aloud, that thou ap roveſt, 
_ *©/that thou art highly leaſed with, and always 
 *\takeft example from har deed. of thy firſt pa- 
*:'Tent, about which thou ſo unjuſtly comphnelt 
$% e thou tranſgreſſeſt the commands of 

Bod when thou ſetteſt leſs by the ſupreme be- 
ing than by thy luſts, when thou preferreſt 
«earthly to heavenly things, preſent to future, 

i, When, by thine own. choice, thou ſeekeſt after | 
< happineſs, but not that which is true; and in- 
2 2 of taking the right Way, goeſt into by- 
| C 3 paths; 


Feu ſed, without reſpect to every beaſt 
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i iths; is nat that the very ſame as if t. 
0 often eat of 7 forbidden tree? 955 
dot thou preſpr 00 to blame God for 0 5 
« ation way, including all in BE 
* knowing, that the caſe of 271 
* when put to the telt, 7 ould” have 9 8 5 
<< ſame.” Witfus. n een en 
It ſeems wheg man's munificent creatot had 
Ugo him his being and had exalted him to 5 
ignity of lord of the lower world; that he (the 
© eres all the Works of creatioh 
boite ng the reat family, of which man 
wa Hed the Heal and on whoſe conduct 
 deperiged thefr continuance in that fair and peace- 
ful Rate in which they Fere created, and. which 
in the judgment and eſteem of the great architect 
and economiſt was very gocd. Therefore, when 
man the head of this 1 ly” had offended,” the 
whole became obnoxigus. throu his olfence; 3 
not only the children he ſhould be born of his 
- body Were ſubjected to the curſe, but alſo the beaſts 
br the field, and the very ground on Which he 
_ Rood. This appears from God-Almi fity's ſeh- » 
tence, in that awful day of trial, and His fighte- 
ous procedure is not to be called in queſtion, 
Unto tbe ſerpent be ſaid, becauſe thou haſt gone this, 
4 thou art curſed above allcattle, ( Miccol) more than 
all; it all cattle were not curſed together wo 
the l the Comparative (Mem 5 might =p 
Pear to be Without meaning in this N | 
Boule have been ſufficient to have ſaid, Hol 55 
of The field, 
had theſe been exempted, quite exempted from 
the curſe. So provoking and diſpleaſing to Gd 
was this at os man's dlobedience,' that for _ 
| e 


, "4 | 
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fak » dhe | und, itſelf is curſe cur ſed is the. 
gr. 2759 th Je thorns ag it Mall bring 
forth ber. 58 defiled Vas, man by. lin, that 
nothing, pure, nothing undefiled».could bear his 
touch hut like the loathſomeleper, his very gar- 
ments, {ſpread the contagion, and the breath, of 
his noſtrils infected the lower world. 
This curſe upon the whole, creation, is prov 
bably.what the great apoſtle has an eye to, Rom. 
vii. 19. &. i creature was made ſuljject ta vanity 
not willingly ; the creature, the whole. frame f 
nature, Eſpeciallyithis lower world, both ſenſible 
and inanimate, as conſtituting te one creation, 
or. creature of the almighty's hand, was; made 
ſubje# to 'vanity , became mutable and mortal; 
contracted. an impurity, being ſullied and ſtamed 
in exery part, loſt bar rn of beauty ſo 
piraling to him that formed it, and became de- 
formed by the fin and diſobedience of it's ap- 
pointed; lord. Not <illimgly, the creature had no 
hand in Adam's tranſgreſſion, was no coadjutor 
in his ſin, yet for his ſake, as being part of His 
family, was ſubjected to the curſe by the judicial 
ſentence of the righteous judge; yet ſtill deſir- 
ing, and longing for it's firſt and perfect ſtate, 
it is /ubjefed in hope, waiting and expecting with 
Aroans and bitter travel, the manifeſtation of the 
feng, God. Awful fight ! Enough to fill our 
arts with pity, and our faces with ſhame 
b uſhing; to ſee birds and beaſts, fiſhes, and 
creeping, things; together with all the inanimate 
Parts of the creation, ſuffering for our ſins, and 
ſubject to vanity for our egregious folly. and diſ- 
abedience,: Man ſinned, the creature ſuffers; yet 
man, denies what the whole creation feels, 155 
* I: | * Wi | 


| 2 equal, an 


low the certain and neceſſary exiſten 


1 _ the ohe 
to vanity, mutation, and mortality; and man, 
that was made lord of the lower world, ſubject co 
ſorrow, ſufferings d death; we muſt neceſſary 
inter, there is ſome cauſe, by which ſuch; lament» 
able effects i have been produced? and tif this 
ſtream be traced backward to it's fountain,” we, 
ſhall doubtleſs find it to be ſin; for one may ven- 


131 dd ighragged heat e = the laſh Nr *$701 0 
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wah, . mournfyl. 902 of. ,ceaſrleſs lamentation 


_ Jvidly declare. Soi v4 fs e 
Seeing chen that all the creation ſuſfered iu con- 
| Jequence of Adam Hin, why mond, we attempt 
to excuſpate the offender, or acquit his poſterity 


from that. guilt. brought on the (otherwiſe )711- 


nocent creation. through, his diſobedience ; Why 


= ould e ground be curſed, the cattle, and 
t 


he field; and the whole family of Adam 


SH 1. be ſubject 3» a and his ons be exempt? 


1 are boldignough to affirm it to be unjuſt in 
0 bolagnov the guilt of Adam's fin upon 
e poſterity, and 


puniſh as offenders in him. all 


that proceed 1 . 4 What ſhall wWwe ſay of 

| God's proceedings in this,caſe & Doubileſs his Ways 

d 'S; judgmengzaccording to truth; 

and our pronegeſs to | ie with his proceedings, 

does but geek 4 ſtronger Mannen of our 
fallen and depraved conqit an. | 


; 


vw : Haha: 


It is a ſettled maxi every effect is de- 
dant upon, and owes its being to ſome cauſe, 
3 or latent; and we neyer ſcruj . 


When we ee but n 
o when we ſee the creation 


5 


ture to afirm, had there been no fin, there would 
have been no ſuffering, and guilt is as eſſential to 


The 
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things after the fall, may be adduced as a-farther 
r of this awful and important truth. 
When Adam was created, a plate of pleaſute, a 
i life, - was prepared for his habitation; and 
Fo he continued until ſin procured hisexpulfion 
from thence; this was part of the puniſhment 
inflicted upon him for his diſgbedience he was 
Axiven from the garden of God, which had been 
wont to yield ids fruit in abundange: for his ſup- 
port, to ſeek” for food in the 'apen-uncultivated 
field, and to eat his bread. in the Jweat of his brow; 
Adam thus exiled from his Gadand: King began 
to propagate! his race, for,” be knew bis" wife; 4} 
hs conceived, and bare Cain and his brother Abe; 
theſe children were not born in paradiſe, nor had —_ 
a place aſſigned them there, as Adam and Eve their 
parents had, when in their perfect ſttè; but were 
baniſhed from that bliſgful habitation that ſuited 
a ſtate of innocence, toff#ther with their offending 
parents. From this we-may-gbſerve, firſt, 
they been innocent, and not conſidered as guilty . 
through the offence of theit parents, it is by no 
means probable they would have been expoſed" to 
that toll and labour, which was the effect of their 
parent's tranſgreſſion; but the effect is evident, 
. therefore the cauſe cannqt with a good countenance 
be denied. ad. Another reaſon why Adam was 
driven from the garden, was, left be ſhould pur 
forth his band, and take of | the tres of life, an eat” 
and lit for ever. We do not find that, Adam ve 
fore he ſinned was prohibited the fruit of-chis life: 
giving tree, for of every tree in ibe garden tbon 
may freely eat, that one excepted; and Why ' 
ſhould not his pbſterity be as highly# favoured, if 
„ * > . | ” ; *a8- 
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27. that 


as Cats anda from all impuation 1e va 


aus Adam was ) But it appears that al 
ſufferings e Kur e 


fin, yrs like ſuffetings all his poſterity. are ſuh 

jected to, and as the ſame effects muſt. be the pro 
duce of one and the ſame cauſe, ſo the ſufferings 
of Adam's ſons, owe heir exiſtence: denen 


8 cauſe, Adam's fin, Ua nom 


Moſe 


the man 97 God n that Ad 


— ban fall begat n ſon in his oron likes; it would be. 
a teſection on gthe great hiſtorian not to be ade 


mitted, to ſuppoſe him intend me. to [i wi us b 
this declaration, what none of his readers could 
doubt of; namely, that @ nan begat a man, ſee- 
ing this was no other than che. natural effect of 
th divine inſtitution and injunRion, be, fruiofut = 
and multiply. He had informed us chap. i. v 

Gul urtated man in his on image, that i is, 
he further adds, in the image of God, this image 
of God in-which Adam created, was three- 
fold, 1. In his nature and conſtitution ;. his, body 
was formed of the duſt of the ground, and could 


be ſaidd to be in the image of God no otheswiſe; 
chan as the creator of all things was pleaſed; to 
- mould it after the image of his great idea, and 
in the form in which he liked to manifeſt himſelf 


when: he wauld aſſume the human nature; but his 


fou was ſpiritual in it's nature and after the image 
of God, for God il à ſpirit; his ſoul was immox- 


ral, therefore in the image of him who only hath. 
OY as in the ſource and fountain thereof. 
2. He bort the image of God, in the authority 
given him over the creatures of this lower war, 
let them ſaid God, bave dominion, 6c. ſo that as 
God rules the armies of the ſky, and all the 2 | 
Fe | | a | 5 0 
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heaven 3 man- ſhould reſemble him, 
Vice. toy. and rule the inferior creatures 
earth! 4." Man was made in Gos image . 
purity and rectitude; rig hteouſneſs and holineſs 
aft ſaid by the apoſtle to Tha the image of God, 
Eph. 10. 24. and this 1 fair and nd e was 
impreſſed upon the ſoul of man in his firſt crea- 
tion, and anſwered to the divige original, as the 


impreſſion on the wax, "anſwers to the ſeal that 


impreſſed it. This is the fair and amiable picture, 
ſo exactly en to the idea of the great 

drafts- man, that when having drawn it he approv- 
ed it, and ſaidd, all 48 very good ; but fin defaced,, | 
and deformed this E image in Adam, and | 
1 his ſeed. 

For Adam, as a fallen d began 5 
pagate his race, and begat a ſon in his own likeneſs, 
of rather; \begat in his own likeneſs, all that he did 
beget both ſons and daughters; for ſon is hot a 
the original ; All his offspring he begat like him- 
ſelf, and after his own amageyſexiles from God, 
ard ſubject to mortality, forrow. and ſuffering, | 
The glorious image of rectitude and holineſs was 
| e and innocence were intirely loſt in 


patent, and it was impoſſible he could conyey + * 


60 others, what he had loſt the poſſeſſion. of in 
_ »hith{elf. © His image therefore, which his poſterity 
partake of, is a frail and feeble body, 5 ect to 
pain ſickneſs, and manifold diſeaſes, ie. , bal. k 


1 iefelf, A ſoul deſtitute of God's ſpirit; 
divine and ſpiritual light, life and comfort; averſe 
to every „proud and ſelf-dependant, and 
prone” to all manner of evil. Now as a creature 
{o-far fallen from the image of the bleſſed God, 


and fo much aſſimilated to Achat ſpirit of darkneſs 
the 


” : 
. 
» £ 
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ein; can by no means be the obje of / the 
divine complaceney; vretchedneſs and diſquietude 
mut deeds be its portion, ſo long as ſuch ſtate of 
Alienation continues. Hence it is written, there 
11 peace. faith my God to the wicked; forſbe is 
chaſed hy the terrors of his own conſcience, and 
22 "pb v man pur ſuelhb; and as an union with 
Lord, and the comforts. flowing therefrom, 
Se ht and gladneſs to the heart 3 ſo a depri- 
Vation "theſe, expoſes the foul to that tribula- 
tion an p ul the offending parent of a 90 51 
poſterity felt, when he fled from the: preſence; 

Kis maker, «od attempted: to hide himſelf amidft 
the thigkeft trees of the gargen. Moreover, as 
13 confeſſion of his nakedneſs, was a plead- 
8 guilty before his judge; ſo our want of that 

* glorious imgpe firſt impreſſed on the human nature, 
and thoſe HMänſcendent robes of light $09 glory, 
rich Which it was dort 1 0 6 ct 

nd declares us gullty. * our great 

| nv the rigor of his juſtice, and beit - wars 
A our Saviopr, and ſurety, call us to account, as 
we fitſt come into the world, for the talents com- 
mitted to us in out common parent; nome of us 


. ,* » Eonld ſay ſo much in our own behalf, as did che 


man in the goſpel, , bere is thine own, for e 
haye pathing'to preſent, of what God firſt beſtow- 
e nor can we in juſtice expect to meet with 
better treatment than he; for juſtice would be 
ined, in the eternal damnation of all that 
ring from the loins of Adam; and the ſalvation 
of any, muſt be aſcribed to free and ſovereign 
grace, everlaſting love, and boundleſs merey,,flow- 
ing i the * of our Lord 4 us, 

| Chriſt. © R 00 
Sour 4+ 
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We .have-no r#aſob to ſuppoſe, thoſe eminent a 
F ee Holy - Ghoſt employed as ſcribes, | 
in penning the ſacred ſcriptures, conceived. any. 
other of their natural ſtate, even from their in- 
fancy than à ſtate of 'guikineſs and obnoxiouſ- 

neſs to Wrath; feeing many of their gapreſſions 
both general and particular, clearly indicate ſuck 
oonceptions. Job, in the extremity of his ſuf- 
ferings, confeſſed to God the feebleneſs of his 
body; and the defilement of his ſaul, und acknow-: 
ledged that the fountain was ſo tr edingly cr. 
rupt and poiſoned, that nothing pure and un- 
tainted could poſſibly proceed from it, for, 
can bring a eltan thing out of anuntlian ? ſaith he, 

Not one. Nor did his friends however different 
from him in their ſentiments in other reſpects, 

diſſent from his judgment in this; fu Bildad the 
Shuhite;' ſuppoſing Job to be ſelf-righteous, and 
forgetful of the rech from whence be was bewny 
aſles him in the prefence of his friends, and with 
him, all that ſhould' hear the awful i on _ 
how can be be clean that is barn of a waman The 
ſweet finger of Iſrael taught by the fame ſpirit, 
harmonised in the ſame ſentiments, and when 
ſpeaking of others, ſays, the wicked are'eftranged 

from the womb, as ſoon as they be born ſpeakemy- lies ; 
and of himſelf, bebold, I was ſhapen een, 
and in iin did n mother concei us me. 
ITheſe, with many other paſſages expreſſiue 
the like ſentiment” in holy writ, may ſerve to u 
form us hat their judgment was concerning the. 
human nature, who were moſt high in the favour 


po 
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— of heaven ; and it would be abſurd to ſuppoſe, 
3 that While they declared this to be the ſtate of 
' fallen man, they ſhould at mm 
x WH Fi | 
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barem he un Uthe than atguBeÞcreaeuiey/ Tad 
_ obnoxious hou mr "wrath whith ir declared f 
| heaven, all ungudlineſi * REA = 
men. If we deny durſelves to be 
through the e of Adams tra 
 ertheguily thereof; and a corrupt and finful na- 
ture derived from him; we ſhall find — 
ficulty in clearing bleſſed Paul; of what feẽ would 
date to charge inſpitation with; viz: unintelligidle- 
neis and ingomſiſtency. Eph. ii. 30 He here in 
cludes” himfelf with all his brethren the Jews, 
duc much more the Gentiles, who had lived atheiſts 
m the world, and ſays, among whom, even the 
Children of diſobedience; ſpoken of in the pre- 
1 verſe, n all bad our converſation in ino 
N paſt; in the luſts of vur fleſb, fulfilling the dGefires-of 
the: fleſh, and of the mind; "und were by :natare; 
[phn/#i] by generation, or birth, children of wrath; 
cen as others. But what can Paul mean by chil- 
dren of wrath; otherwiſe than creatures obnoxious 
to the divine indignation; and defervingiof exer- 
hfting miſery ? And from whence hes this de! 
ſert come; if we were innocent? Whereip 
ment is conſidered; as the demerit of guiſt — 
creature liable to the former, is fuppoſed charges 
able with the latter ron 
It has been already p Saline foregoing dif | 
ee, chat death, <4 is the effect of fin; and 
e would allow the ſcriptures to fpeak con- 
ſiſtently, or the writers thereof intelligibly, we 
muſt acknowledge this truth, to be e abjiſhed; 
by the concurrent teſtimony, of the — parts 
theſe writings: - One might venture to reſt the 
whole weight of the argument on this finglt po- 
vo ; #bert i is no ſuffering but min 80 Tens 1 


none is exempt from fin; Nor is this alien, either 
toinhe language; or ſentimemt of ſcripture, as 
entrrad into the worid, and ' death by fin, and ſo 
drdt lo puſſed upon all men ( pantas ant hropout,) all, 
e either ſex, and every age; therefore littlechil- 


deren, infants ) and why? What have theſe done? 


- 


_ ſage; hy theſe infant- 
with death but that of ſin; for by ine man's di 


Theſe ſinned in the loins of Adam, as much as 
Levi payed tithes in the loins of Abraham, there- 
fore death paſſed upon them, for that tha have 


Anned:. Rom. v. 12. For untill ibe lau, until! 
| 22 was publiſhed in Mount Sinai, by 


es the man of God, in the audience of all the 
tribes of Iſrael) in was in the world; made it's 
entranue hy one man, the offence of Adam, ant 
extendetits chnqueſt to all his poſterity. And daatui 
enecting ils throne and empire, on the conqueſt of 
it's parent fin, reigned from Adam to Moſes; by 
virtue of the covenant made in the garden of 
Eden and as the penalty with which the viola- 
tiom o it had been threatened, ven over them that 
had nal ſinned after:the fimilitude. of. Adam's tranſ- 


&traffiens; all children that had died in their infancy, 


for; more than two thouſand years. Nor is 
there the leaſt appearance of any other cauſe or 
n ſuggeſted by this, * in this whole 7 + 


ufferers were -puniſhe@ 


abediench,' they were made, ( kateftatbeſan,)_ conſti- 


tuted, Anners, and therefore they ſuffered. - I ſhall 


cloſe this head with the following obſervations, 
* have loſt nothing by the fall of Adam, 
as lay the Socinians; then it is not to be expected 
1. ; ' we 


1 
8 


by 


fore qui eyes, is mort forcible, and influential} 
_ a Bare narration/of what has been tranſact- 


| 1 7 


the fountain of dur ppineſs; regeneration mu 


10 N. . 


GA 1 
and Adam there is a. clear and beautiful contraſt 
ia mann pas ef the nt w teſtament. If our-bleſs 
ſed Savzpur came into the world forno otheragnd; 
and wich no other deſign, but to leave us an ex- 
ample 3 then, as an example of any kind, tec be- 


ed for this purpoſe: they who were eye · witneſſeſs 
= e 4 pious death of Jeſus Chriſt, 
an advan ar ſuperior to us, WhO have 
r perſon after many ages; and 
© who lived before the coming of 
Chriſt, and had no-example at all. No fooner 
hach Ralam ſinned, zhan his ſoul was eſtranged 
from God; and he became ſubject to all the evi 
effects of 2 children were born to him 
in\this-depraved conditions all will allow they 
2 be apt to imitate him; therefore ir might 
ſeem that an example was neceſſary from that car- 
_— ſcein Adam himſelf e e 
bat rv was little we to expect he 
aright. The neceſſity of 


. tied his 
regeneration, is utged by. our Saviour in thoſe 
ſtrong and forcible words, encept a man be bay 


again, he cannot ſee-the kingdom of God, and the- 
e it is touched upon by. his apoſ- 
1 Paul in that exhortagion, be ind in the-ſpin 
ef your wind; but if we are not fallen crea- 
tures; - whoſe nature is impure and defiled, and | 
whoſe ſouls: are incapable of an union with 


either be an unmeaning phraſe, or it's meaning 

muſt be ſought for elſewhere than in che words of 

N 1 and his apoſtſes concerning it. T ES 
Pre- 


1 WV. 
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W this Weben is ſufßcie clear 
"all WH have their minds open to HR 


10 the Taff thing” propoſed, which was 
op prove, that there Is no 3 or Ueltverance 
from death, but by Chriſt” "This is 4 truth, 

ill ſcarce be doubted, if the 
ing pa articula be admitted; for this lays and 
| 3 whole world under condembation, this 
| vrings? in the tobole tvor l 1 bef before Con; and 
| if all had been left to int into the netherm 
hell, "beneath the indignant froym of "olffnded 
it had been *an act bf" agu e, N 
20 tolle juſticey while on the contrary; if I 
are preſerved: From going down ine the pit; if any 
are label from eterhal uin, c is afl Act of Free, ſo- 
. vereign and boundleſs grace "mercy. We 12 
che more reaftily and joyfülly admit this precious 
truth, ſulvation"by Chrift,” when we made truly 
* ſenſible that it is not in our own power. But 
Who ſhall perſuade us f this? Who will aſs 
ver to us this dangerous diſeaſe ? bo will þ 


as 23 be of fin, by tHefpitit of God. 
I an about, therefore, to plain and lay open | 
_ this important truth before you, but it is in pur- 
L to thoſe- words, preach"the guſpel ts every 
creature, and by the divine bleſſing upon tay 1: 
and feeble arguments, that I hope td ſucteed. 
ty "Are we then guilty and obnoxious "5+ 
"Hi = we ſtand chargeable with fin original” and 
; actual ? What can we do to merit favour? Sup- 


poſe we 3 to be reconciledto Gad, which 

a ever Will till made ſo in "the day of God's 

Muy for, "the Tarnal mind is enniqy againſt G 
ö =P which 


| | Oo 


3 lieve this report ? Surely nehe but they 20 Shim 14 
the am of The Lord 4s * none but fuch | 


5 8 oK RM ON II. 
which Way ſball we ſet about it?  How-ſball-we 
game befate the Lord, and boo ourſelves before the 
_ moſt high God ?. There is no law given which can 
FN life, but adminiſters. condemnation to every 
enden; and thunders out che moſt dreadful 
anathemas againſt every ſinner. If a man is con- 
victed of murder, or any other capital crime, he 
knows, the law. gan vield him no relief, to juſtify 
or acquit him, for it i che law that condemns 
F him .., Our .bleſledyF@riour ſaid tothe Jews, I 
condemn ye not, Aber is one. that condemneth ou, 
even CE Viet in aubom ge truſt, that is, the law given 
by Moles; and this/people- faith Paul atiained 
net, unt righteouſneſs, . that righteduſneſs which 


. ould recommend them to God, becauſe they 8 


be works f the- law, | 
it. was ſaid of 4 law oß ehe Medes and. {ws 
41 ans, that 6 were unalterable, how much more 
muſt wer not conceive this gf the lam of God, which 
is founded on his unchanggable nature; "and = 
2 when having violated the royal deerce was 
oamed- to ſuffer according to this law, notwith-., | 
ſanding, the king, ſet his heart to deliver him 
how much more when ſinful creatures have tebell - 
ed againſt . theykir 18 of heaven, and violated 
his moſt holy law, ſhall tbey not fall under ah: 
ſeyerity of it's ſentence to their eternal. ann. 
men : 0.098 5, e Ie * — 3 0 
It would be abſurd.co — 3h that ia — Gf 
6 abovemetioned, convicted of murder, &c. un - 
der 5 law that ſentenced every ſuch offendet to | 
| „ without mitigation. of the — bs 
| Would be able AO that law, by 9 
means; © ſo we as capital offenders agai Aa God, 
ate ſentenced: to death by. a Jaw 8 8 
„„ x poſ- 


LY \ | - 


4 
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- poſſible abatement; nor acquit kr offender, withour 
ſuffering the . due to the öffence. Should 
the ſinner,” depriveck of che light and comforts of 
God?s ſpirit, Be forever baniſhed from his bliſsful 
and ſhut up in the dark and diſmal re- 
gions of the bottomleſs pit; he would ſuffer no 
more than what the law he had violated ſentenced 
him to; and as it is impoſſible that he could for 
ever lie in hell, and yet be faved; ſo it is equally. 
Cn thar a guilty finner, obnoxious to eter· 
death by the Mees ſentence of the law, 
ſhould douny thing to procure, or merit his awnJal-. 
vation. In ſhort, our caſe and condition is this, we 
afeguiltycreatures,and no kind of puniſhment, how - | 
everexquiſite; no duration ofthat puniſfmenchow- _ 
ever long, can make s otherwiſe; for as N 10 
knows no hound, inge has nolimitations; ſo 
that Holyand inflexible la w, which co uns the of- 
fender toeternal fufferin g8;can never ſayit is enough. 
Again, could it be ſuppoſed, (which 'is abſurd,) 
yet I ſay; could it be — ops that a ſinner was 
ſuſtly exempt from ſuffering, as the deſert of ſin; 1 
and that he ſtöod on a li ting with Adam, 4 
_ inireſpe& to a covenant 40 (ode not) and live, 
(eme muſt again obſerve is abſurd to ſuppoſe, 
fonache ſeripture knows of no covenant exiſting 
ſince Adam finned-in paradiſe, but the covenant 
Bb won race) yet one ht venture to affirm, that. 
ch condition no fſeſh would be fayed. The 
following redfons will make it plain. Adam 
many advantages of ſtanding in his perfect ſtate, 
and of obeying the law of Gad, ti, we have 
notꝭ for firſt, He had a perfect mature, all the 
e and faculties of his ſoul,” and all the mem- 
1 mee. Uk a . 
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 _. renovating. grace; if "any wan be in Chriſt be is a 
* F after God 
N 1 get in rightea: neſs and true bulineſs, the fruit 


reve 
4 " bodies, is ſomewhat like the anarchical ſtate of 


7  viewſMeſs,  idelatryy 
* emulation, 


| the ſoul: to chearful obedience ; but we are eſtrang- 
have hid from vs the light of his bleſſed counte- 
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3, 
| of 
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. f 
well #foug hi muchine, oc coming oa 
the hands 55 the artiſt ; were in perfect regulari- 


and ſubſerved each other in pleaſing harmony, 
and ſwekt concord. Phis is alluded to in thoſe. 
_ Jſeriprute paſlages, wherein the perfection of that 
nature is begun to be reſtored by» e of 


new creature, pus onthe yew man which 


TA {Pe Jpiris is in all goodneſs und truth. 2. Cor. v. 


17% Epb. 1 24. &. But with us it is the very 
2 the economical ſtate of our fouls and 


be: when every wan did-that which was night 
his own yes ; "our. paſſions are {tiff and un 
the underſtanding dark, the l obſtinate, and 
. offe#ions wiltiated.” The ſtreams of corruption 
- which proteed from thei/depraved, and _— 
nature, and flow with gester, vf leſß rapidity from 
every untenewed heart are awfully deſeribed hy che 
4 Se, apoſtle in theſe, words, 1be 2 4 of itbe flelb - 
ert theſe, adultery, frnication,  uncleameſs, Jaſci- 
witchcraft, hatred, variance, 
. wh, ftrife, ſeditions, herefies, . enuy- 
inge, murders, drunkenneſs revellings, aud ſuch: dike ; 


on WR deſcription, it will be ſufficient to ob- 


IX that the fruit makes ſally manifeſt the qua- 

tree. ad. Adam lived i. the 
iles of "a maker; the light of Whoſe counte- 
þ = fills the heart with gladneſa, and animates 


ed from the womb, the intervening clouds of ſin, 


nance, and left us to divop under the moſt de- 
* diſcouragements ; the law, with unabat- 
ing 


WM 
E R. 
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viii. 3. bat be late could not do, namely, 
life and ſalvation, in thal it was weak throug 
e erfection, and impotency of 
nature; that did 8 7 Chriſt, by the ſacrifice of 

©. himfelf: ©. 2d. When Aach ürſt came from the 

hands of God, he naturally. loyed God, this Was 
the Jaw of his nature written and engraven on his 
heart 3, but we, conceived in n end Thapen in 
iniquity, haye an enmity again God Kan if 
not in words, . yet. in our ways and actions 

- with the haughty prince, who 'is the Lord, bar J 

. ould. obe his #60 No as the ſubſtance of 

that law, by hich we could have any claim to 

___ 1 {lyation; *conlifts-1n" love to God with all the 

ſoul, mind, and ſtrengeh, che ta is "equally 
eaſy for us, to change zur nature, as fulfil this 
righteous la. Ath, en Adam was placed in 
the garden of Eden, although he had, a ſecret 
enemy, that was contrivi his ruin; yet was he 
exempt from that innumeta multitude of ſnares 
and temptations, that his iy bave to cope 

With. Fe had none of thoſe deadly ſtruggles, 

with a hard and unbelieving heart, fooliſh and 

hurtful deſires, "which; often make the chtiſtian 
hero groan, and greatly agonize for victory; and 


before Which, the vnienewed. by Wikce arc imp - 


--!tnouſly driven as before a ſwell of mighty waters. 
An out lapſed condition, wearge — apart 
n leaky veſſel at ſea in a fforrü, whoſe affright- 
ed miriners are every moment expecting to link 
ke Tea into the bottom of the raging deep; 
but when conſidered, as in ſociety, our condition 
F 


ry 


. 1 * 


een Wins 
£ much 1 Ton by the deg dan. 
ger of bein 555 daſhed to pieces one againſt another, 
Sth, The e law. that. was given to Adam in 
s perfect Kate, and on which the feederal law 
was founded ; ,conrinues. to us, a8 extepſiye 
it's demands, 48 Tisotous in it's \exa&ons,.. A. 
| as inflexible in it's. nature, under. 2ll our: wea 
mes, wants, and difficulties, as it Was to him 


when. franght with every gualifcatign e i, 


the.exrenſ 1Ve.Prece k 
is Ang is ic et. N yet imagine hit 
We can ” Torhethin, deſerve the. divine fa- 
aut: ?; Gin we. yet think to build a Babel whoſe | 
1 aven ? No, we are empty 
hers ; we are ene edled creatutes ;; yea we are 


Ek hell- 


erying creatures, May we have at 


on open to ns 4 dan heart made wile to un- 
r 


ſtand, What the evangehcal prophet would have 
us learn in thoſe words; wherefore do ye/pend m 
for that which is not bread, and your labour for 
0 fa eth not ? He hate, would call our „ 
tention tom the broken ciſterns of creature com- 
fort, to the full: ang overflowin; fountain, "gl #4 
created goodneſs; and from liſtening to the 
luſive overtures.of fleſh and blood to lend 2 


willing „ to the e s of his ble! 


| Seeing the : fore, that ſalvation is F attainable, 
no nor Even.,damnation” avoidable, by our own. 
Works, Wat a nt, reaſon. haye we to bleſs. 
God for Jeſus our redeemer,. ſurety, and 
Saviour! What hopes could our guilty. parents 
entertain, hen atraigned at God's impartial har, 
that the ſentence ſhould not be — in it's 
| vtmoft ſeverity ? Ho. unexpected therefore 14 
£ 

* 


* 
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that merey be, that was manifeſted in the ſerpent's . 
curſe, and how full of conſolation, the promiſe 
couthed i in the deceiver's doom! it, (bu, be the 
chi i of his people from the curſe and death 

err fin deſerved; the everlaſting Son of the Fa- 
N ther,” the firſt and laſt,” Jebovab, bleſſed for ever; 
| in the fullneſs of time hall lay aſide his gl 
| and aſſuming the human nature ſhall be born, the 
ſeed of the woman, whom thou haſt ſedue 
— ſhall bruiſe thy beal,” mall "deliver his | 
from thy voracious jaws, deſpoilth of the —5 
thou art permitted to poſſeſs, and drag thee con- 
quered at his chariot wheels, 
But it is now time for me e ure a 
concluſion, leſt” ſhould*intrude'too-much/upeh — | 
Four time, and weary out your patience. Are 
we then zy nature children of wrath guilty and 
obnoxious finhers ? Let us then as Fuck, humble 

rſelves under the mi ghty hand of our juſtly of- 
ber maker. Let us Ts to ourſelves the ſhame 
that our ins have deſerved, and let us give to 
the juſtice of God, the glory that is due in puniſh- 
ing the offender; ind ro his merey and grace, 
meglory that is dhe in J Ying, and ee the 


guilty. 
The Gonfſequence of ahbe Bag ine is, that bur 
falvation i is le x" Lolly the hands of God, and 
none can be ſaved if this doctrine be true, bur 
y muſt” owe their ſalvation inirely to him. 
And who needs be aſhamed of this conſequenceꝰ 
Good old Jacob was not, when he ſaid, I have 
:20aited for thy ſalvation, O Lord, emphatically 
thin; nor was 22 king of Iirael when in like 
words, he ſaid, I have longed for thy ſaluatiun. For 


dhe power to laye poor hell deſerving daten, 
ith 


+ 


1 


Fa 
- 
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_ this or chat perſon/\aſcribing- che ſalvation. of 


a 


— red by-ahe farm fit, and are ! 


% 


N . 


with Goch abe Lord. als 
needleſs that I ſhould particularize and point out 


finngfs-unts God, ſeeing all the ſainta, the holy 
men, boch —— — — 2 2 — 
penfacion with one voice'giye ry 
theit-falyation; And indeed if it were = 
their: long would: be very. different from th 

which is ſunk os ; for there che whole 
Ieituce of che "redeemed; whom John ſaw 
4 ſtandin before the throne and before the Lamb, 
* ned with-white- robes, and palms i in 


their hands; they eried with a loud voice, 


ay. 
1. eh ſalvation to Jgtir' God which 1 5 upon 


he, chrone, my none Lamb.“ Rey. = 


it is not t n all fil W w. 


lays the ax to the very root of man's pride, ſho a 
be ſo much oppoſed to rn gh , 


it evident that we are no enerate plants, 
che real offspring of him, aſpiri 


God, thetoby ſunk benegth the Agne conferred 


ee 


upon hm as man ; ſeeing 


in a Wa) little 
different; doi the fr ſame oo But this doctrine 


leaves us w Lof God to ſaye us, 
. % man 2 + ove | 
2 lory in butthe Lor W Ae ree grace; 


Mrluded, and every ſai 


all Bags: 


a 8 
* been, 40 il be ſaved, as an helpleſs fel 


'Methinks upon the Whole, ſome of you are bone tf 


— ſay. Cer this, why this mat in fo far from b ae 


meſſenger of peace unto us, that we hear of 
but a dreadful and eternal war;; ſo far from bring- 


A ng us glad tidings, your he has e jy in- 


vidually 


ry 


SE AM AN In 
Aividually as malefaQors, 9.400 
us.t9everlaſting. miſory 3 for he. infilts, 
being guilty, and ons us no. way. of ec 
of: ene — | 

ners nor ie it pollible ' 
— —— els bg: to Sana 
by Saviour, 2 3 3 ] 
Saviour not hoſe ned Pants 
pleating dhe whole of O08 PINS. If Hom 
perfect works. . 
commend this — unto — 1 — 225 
Le are guilty creatures, and | 
nal ſufferings 3-are; ye ſenſ! This? Io this | 
the poiſoned arrow that + drinks up aug 
rits, 1 drowns: all your 2 
me addreſs you in the words of the — 2 14 
| bold the Lamb of Cod; ye are obnoxjous, but 15 
ſus has undertaken for you the whole of your 
liverance and ſalvation. David ht him 
The Lay ſurety for thy ſervant. Pf. cxix/122. 
4 rd ſaid, I have laid help upon one that is 
ty. Pf. hexxix. 19. + Your ſins have expoſed 
on to everlaſting ſorrows, but Jeſus the eternal 
of the Father, carried vun ſorrows, and bare 
our fins, in his own bady on tbetree. Hs engaged his 
heart to come nea g the Lord, 1 XXX. 21. 
as the high- eie his own moſt 
precious hd Ph wt in chat exalt. 
faehrt now. ſeared d Se Sight hand of 
W igb, and is a Se co, the uiter- 
— for all Ig = ra God 4y bi, Jeng be ever 
veth to mate intern. 
Te conſcious Faflers, let the fapnain of Jour 
tears be dried 15 lince there's a fountain of 
. grace, and 93 love, wr to 
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Cue vou; Srnamented with Tir ye ſhall ſtand, 
| rs in 


— 
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? hes, 3 ye "hall fir leg the n 


| Hato: i. 5; 7 1135 My. . 6 e 8 E 1 
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Ver per wund ineffe n \ Yeineed Bor imitate 
E. renty the Funden, and attempt to co- 
1 nakedneſs with leaves Leg here is a 
„the righteouſneſs of the ador- 
With 25 'y@ ſhallftand' with 
ie” preſence of - thoſe that ac- 
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Fboldneſs in 
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by | Hl to the churches, 1 Ae een, 
em ig thoſe rruths 


9 
9 
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2 3 75 8 eſtabliſh. 
cerning us 
E unto them, ay thro⸗ the recep tion of 
12 of God," 
#5160 W950 


ter, 
r be row trials anda} 5 rs 0 
nee * rurning * cks on 
the evil cuſtoms of TA, 1 5 king the 
po of. i 2 and 1 ye, 4 55 of fol- 
5 — Jeigs 155 epi N OD ie, 37455 
hedience, regeneration, In örder to t 
he reminds 25 of The Thing, loye of God. 
140 1 them to glory according 70 NY foreknow- 
te 4 . 1, 1, 2. of the abuudan of: God 
2 e them again 4% 4 9 bo 3 of the 
ay - in- 


* 


ä | ineimable pri with which they were redeemed, 


n 


apart ul malite, and eh ery temper and 


3. leaving al” an exum 


2 n 


. 1 Ne u. 


the 


incorrmeptible word, hy which the were 4 
ewnels of life. / The ad Chap: i 

aced With a warm ahd' pathetic SFr oy Bly 
rotherly love, and chriſtian affection, 5 


ſhould firſt evidence itſelt in ee Mee 


. 
men mi 0 be, WT to be the 


8 ba han "oi 2 * 1185 * 


E 


| ente, of the Lord 2 He alſo inculcates 


as flowing from the 


the moſt exalted N 
ſource, and ſtimulated by. morives 


mot excellent 
the moſt poyerful and pe rluaſive,) in a . 


ties diſcharge of evety . duty, and 
. fervent pie ty; in a patient acquieſcence Ek : 
ave and a chearful reſignation” to all 

hs bich ſaith he,“ ye ought the rather to 
„ beckuſe it is tanke MF a matt for 

* aſcierice towards God, endufe grief, Kiſſer. 

/*ngowrongfully,” and . ik ye then rake it 5 

dent it is acceptable, with G 


„ Mcteover, hereunto were ye called and have 


35 * moſt exalted attern * Ir patient füffering 
t before you; for Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us, 


that we ſhould fallow 
hete having 
$ 2 
7 — 4 


© His ſteps 80 And  ap6ſtle 
Geert mention Chit, immediately 

Ri Wo c "and di wy from 11 1 

W ebe 
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11 fd, «WAG hl Sin fl batt 
J. he ent lin . th re {out | 
Let any ſhould e t 


aur ſins, was to be u nderſt 
metaphorical ſenſe , the 1 * 


fs 13, bimelf, (984 e k I, 
4 not 15 Sk e ad bee 
1 dditg of blood 


in uſe, for,. © wit 
Wt re was no remiſſion,” 1 
0 
. ta come, 1. * very Hen th Bs 
0 
the EX 


4 the law which was only 4 
« can never wit tho e er ces which r. 
ed yeat bY 2 Wy ny ” m_ 


© thereunto perfect 1 + erg 


rd. had prepared kim 
(Lond ud prepare bi 1 8 A 


«..caketh. away the lin 0 the world.“ 7 — | 
Nuh lins, Bec them up to the ctoſs in order to 


late them by "the ſhedding of his blood, 


25 to, II. 5 „ 60 he. bore our griefs, and car- 
which'may be referred, 


tied gur forro 8.“ 
Jobn ks 49, . Behold. the Lamd of God which 
* 22 ho Away he fin of the world.“ If it be 
7 Race af fins ? we | 
dot — perſonally a finner, «for in 
him 15 no e | either was guile und by 


* his. mouth ; ar an hig pred became us who 
as lep a ſinners ® oy that holy 


2 (Bagien) Which was bo oof Mary, was 
emphatic y called, the Son a G4 Bur Rctad. 
„He bore our ſins by imputatioh, 2 * A v. 
« He hath made Him to be fin for us, who 

2 Knew no fin,” compared with If Nu. 4. He 
«* hath born our riefs, and carried our ſorrows,” 
ver. 6. the Lord bath laid hath cauſed . 


Z G F 


extended to, By comprehen 


_ affirms, with an uncommon degree of boldneſs:* 
That Chriſt's, bearin „ ea ſins in his own body's 


JE A170 N m 
any 6 many-lines drawn from the peri- 
of a circle N coincide at the Fr i 
Cn of all his people in every age and place 
lad on. oe po their . Without -epnrrover- | 
great is this myſtery of godlineſs, in him 
 was-.o fin,” yet F 
that for Hat, the ſult for tbe unjuſt, that be . 


2 Ged. 1 Pet. iii. 8. If it ſhould be 


enquired whoſe . he bore? A mama} 


tis 4 yr by adverti 
gs. 'To elect ſtrangers 


he abroad | 10 e 


ne the pronoun our 
ng individuals, and 
85 den N e e unixerſal ſalvation, is 


bees en eg 


as the price paid was 
and the purchaſed poſ=. 


» 4 Fe? by divine, veracity ; for, “all that 


Ihe Father hach given me ſhall./come to me. 
John vi. 3. And they ſnall never periſh, nei- 
<« ther ſhall an 7 pluck allo of my hand, * 
. father whic gave them me, is greater than 
2 and ndhe is able to pluck them out of 
4 my father's hand.“ John x. 28, ag Vie burt 
our. fins, not as a nameleſs author on this e 


on the tre, cannot ly and conſiſtently be un- 


| 4 of gay other than his leaving us an ex - 
ample tha we ſhould follow his ſteps, and to 
conirm the truth of this monſtrous hypotheſis we 


have his ſtrong he dixit,. over and over again, 


n one "mY _ to ne his aſſer- 
hh N. 


— Ad. 8 | — F 
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.» Mir. i . id NE cremplary, or the inter- | 


pretation of St. P r i bs ow bad # 
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tion; or the l ee ade eee 
But bleſſed be God we have a more ſure word 
of prophecy to which we ſhall do well to take heed. 


God al ſundry times and in divers manners, (OR = 
our fathers by. the prophets, concerning the p 
miſed ſeed, which was held forth from age 42 
under various types and figures, in all which 1 
ſuſſering Saviour was pourtrayed, not as an ex- 
emplar;; but as a ſurety. Every bleeding Lamb 
if rightly underſtood, when yielding up to dea 
— the name of Jeſus, wy the lowing, 
lock bleeding out his foul,  prefigured and, 4 
forth, the vicarious ſufferings of the Lamb of 
God. — In bis oανn body, when he gometh in- 
to the world he ſaith, Sacriſict and offering then 
wenuldſt not, but a body thou. lat prepared me.. 
Heb. x. 3. The legal- ſacrifices were but tem- 
porary and ſhadowy, nor could the. blood of bulls 
and goats, take again fin. ver. 4th. ©. But by, 
the offering of the body of Jeſus once for all, 
<. he. hathy put away fin, and perfected for ever 
them that are ſanctified. Ch. ix. 26, 10, 14. 
When the adorable Jehovah agreeable to the ever- 
laſting purpoſe of his love, came iato the world 
to ſavs ſinners, and effectuallꝭ to put away ſin by 
the ſacrifige of himſelf ; he cauſed the /acrifice 
oblation to cea E Dan. ix. 27. which had hither- 


to ſhadowed him forth; and preſented the ſub- 
ſtance, the prepared body, an expiatorꝶ ſacrifice 
for ſins, and to make reconciliation for iniqui- 


et. And i in this mighty: work he ſtood alone, 
*. and of the people there was none with me, 
therefore mine own arm brought ſalvation un- 
*-to me.“ If, xiii, 3» 5. Nor was there peed 


of an acjutor, for HE is ne W 175 | 


8 Mt N50 Ni ur 


erb Gin, che everldfing be de privy 
= 6. Os ie me. en lg to the ir Adam, 

in day thin ente from that tres, ' thou ſhirts _ 
die”. 8 — 1. 17. 9 of the lecond Adam, 
Den be fh. 3 lan bring for fin," be 
| wp gue travail of bis /oul and be 
2 II. — 


g | As che eurſe firſt came 
vn min by che tree, ſo Chriſt bote the curſe; or 


Weiber Worc war Wade 4 curſe for un, chat by 


the tree might come the bleſſing. the tree, 
— alluding — 5 exceed - 
rings, in which he was 
rt up'to God. And 
as; when dhe legal victim ready to be offer d the 
wood, dns Hrt laid in order, and the fire put un- 
* 4 diſpoſed up- 
5 eſus, when made a 
ifi ddr ins was get, eter aG 
vood ; his bruiſed, mangled; — 
the vindidtive ſword picrced to his ve 
the fire of althighty indignation Millen bi; his 
ſpirit. Thus did Jeſus, the f moſt lovely Jeſus, - 
Hu onr fins in bis own 5 
thus — and explained, preſents this 
r Aition to er Te — e 


Ft this 3 was, - NA” ot, 
Fit, 2 * correſponding with thole under 


er Propitiatery, or platamentiry, 
Third, SubBiiu tional, or vicarious. 


Found. 8 or full, anſwering -M the ends 


und 
over, as ſacrificed for Us, 


Ws 4 jt our 
er * The truth of 
* this 


r e e . e Ä . 0 Woe OW 


Vi 


this will a 
ed in the 


pecially 
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by adverting to what i real 
rifices under ail law, which were 


two things, 1ſt, That whatever was of: 


tered in ſacrifice to God, muſt be ſpotleſgand un- 


 blemiſhed. 
unconſtrained. - The former pen from theſe 


ſcripture paſſages, 


2d, The a& miſt be voluntary 1 


Malsch. l, che Lord by his 


het accuſes Iſrael of ingratitude and impie- 
ty, in that they not only were for 1 * of "bene- 


fits received, 


ut had ſo great a diſreliſh for ſpi- 


ritual things, that reſigious exertiſes were wearl. 


poſt 


| ſome taſks; and the ſactifices God had command- 
ed, were 
pious im 


rded as 4 kind” of -prieſt-eraft, and 
ons on the peopfe. However 1 1 


cuſtom bears too hard upon * or A natio 
conſtiturion obiges them to offer ſomething; it- 
religious dif ; 
in its kind 3 
er UI de e in dete bl 
tram under ariſes to vindicate his own 
be 


cauſe, ver. 13. 
* torn and the lame and the 
t an offering; but th 1 accept this 


60 


jon directs them to offer the worſt 
t at aft the Lord who although he 
yer will not permit his Gains to 


brough oe that which was 
„thus ye have 


“e at your hands, fai the Lord ? ver. 14. curſed 
„he the deceiver,” the man who would rob God, 
and vainly imagine he can impoſe on omniſcience 
by ſpecious' 
blemiſhed cattle, that hath in his 280K male,“ 


"  rupt thi 


— 


reat king, 


rances, chat having Wund un. 


and voweth & And facrifiteth to che Lord a cor- . 


* blemiſhed facrifce, for Jam 
faith the Lord of hoſts.“ Thus 


we te how the Lord indignates the facrifice that 


is not ſpotleſs, and brandiſhes in reſentment his 


vindictive ſword againſt the people he had choſen © 


to be his own inheritance ; TG Ou ſword, 1 


E 
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had” "often made. klebe drunk with the blood of 
1 heathen, and had rendered his name dread- 
Lamong the nations. Nor need we wonder at 
the reaſge of this-reſentmient, Res, it was down- 
1 ght difobedience.to their God, and x (gs rebel 
h_ againſt their King, For the Lord had ap- 
ointed by his ſervant Moſes what. Kio of ſacri- 
fices the, people ſhould offer, and he would; accept. 
| To, Nl. 1 The offering hail de d male with- 
ent lemi, ef the Steves, / the herd, or of the 
Feat ver. 20, What /orver bath. a l. ye all 
wot offer, it ne not be acceptable for you. ver. 21. 
. 1 Hall be per fe to be accepted for. you, there ſhall 
bt no biewlh thervin.... ver. 23. Bl. or braten, 
or mal med, or bavi a wen, or  ſcury 7 or Jeabbed, 
5 ye ſhall wot Aer unto the T7 com 5 
; h. % 3. Deut, . er Kc. | 
| al which. ic 1 ſacrifices 22 
de pure and ſpotleſs ; pes ſome 2 Br the, Jewiſh 
ar tell us, that even tl ers hair muſt 
be ite of the the ſame calour, not a hair ex- 
depted but as this is a nicety. not found in the 
. bible, we chuſe to leave it with chem, and. pro- 
'ceedto emhuire, whether Jeſus, E the antitype 
of fred lacrifices, - in this ul ar copreſponded 
With t e. 
. Here oli 6 enquiry in 'be twofold, firſt, Into 
0 of his nature, reſpeCting his. birth. Se- 
cond fo.the holineſs of his life; untill the time 
WIT. offered on the croſs, Blefſed Paul ſpeak- 
of mankind in general, Eph. ii. obſerves 94 
the very elect the W og of 7 Ch. i. 4, he 
bad iid, e bath choſen us in bim 7 5 the foun- 
_. dation of the world, were like others children of 


| 3 wratb by nature, previous to wür being quickened, 
1 ver. 
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culous conception the 1 Was ſent to . 
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ver. l. 'by grdtt | but our glotious Jeſus by a pre- 
ter- hatutal conception in the womb 'of a virgin 


was not defiled by the, common pollution, hor , 


bbnoxions when Ong into the world to the 
penalty of fin. The old hiſtorian tells vs 4 lit 


after the fall of our firſt patents that Adam begat 


4 ſort in bit own likeneſs,” Gen. v. 3. But Je- 
hovah in the firſt'goſpel-ptomiſe calls the deliver- 
er the /ted'of iber womany ind had Eve right! 

underſtood the necefiicy of haying a biyh-prief 
Jepar ated from ſinners, (he would have had little rea. 


fon to ſuppoſe ot ſay on beatin Cain, ch. iv. 1. 


have gotten 4 man che Loyd,” This is that mira- 


= 
- 


e king of Judah WI 


port the drooping ſpirit of th 
"ph certain ny Fable ſign that the Lord had 
not caſt off His people. I. VII. 14. The Lord 


„ hitnſe]f ſhall, giveyou. a gn, behold a vitgin 
« ſhall” conteive and ear x fon ;" and Mary th 

mother of our Lord, e about the affair, 
Luke 1, 34. * How. ſhall this be ſeeing I Know 
nota man,” receives'in anſwer, * The Holy Ghoſt 
© ſhall come upon thee, and the power of the 
% 'moſt high ſhall over-ſhadow thee, therefore al- 
* fo that not. y THING whith ſhall be born of 
4e thee, hall be called the Son of God.“ Some 
have thought this to be one of thoſe ypſearchable 
things mentioned Prov. xxx, 19. There be 
„ three things Which att too wonderful for me, 
yea four, which I know-not ; the way of an ea- 
«gle in the air,” which leaves no tract percepti- 
ble to the àcuteſt eye.“ the way of a ſerpent up- 
* on A rock,“ which gliding over the ſolid ſur- 


face, leaves no impreſſion on the ſtubborn flint, 
* the way of a Mp in the midſt of the ſea,” whoſe 


2 wounded 
* 


— 


6 $;E M0 Ny ts. 
wounded, waters ſoon. are cloſed when paſs'd the 
furrowing keel. And the way of a man with 
« yz maid,” the m hty man in the maid, 1 
ſay they, the man a ſt Jeſus as conceived in %s 
virgin Mary, is a.m: ery profound and altoge- 
| ther, impenetrable. But leaving this alſo, which 
| howeyer it may be gloſſed and ſuppoſed to illuſ- 
trate this myſtery of the incarnation. of the Son 
of God, we dare not allow it any place in 
the foundation on which this truth is built; 
nor need We have recourſe to far fetched con- 
jectutes, or plauſſble probabilities to confirm 
2 it is ſettled and, fixed in the undoubt- 
aer of the 4 oracles, for ſuch, an 
Wagen became is holy, harm- 
a „ undefiled, ſeparate Ong bes 225 and made 
4 higher than the heavens, Heb. vii. 26.“ 2d, 
That Jeſys the Lamb of Gad way unſpotted 
in. his. life; and undeſerving. the imputations of 
blame, and the many fa ſe accuſations with 
which his enemies alperſed him, and eſſayed 
to blacken his character, has a ſufficient. teſti- 
mam in the apoſtolic writings. , St. Peter ſpeak- 
g of the ineſtimable price paid for the re- 
mption of his 70 7 1 Pet, 1. 18, fays,, for- 
2 much as ye know that ye were not redeem 
* with corruptible things, as ſilver and gold from 
4 your nin converſation, received by tradition 
ur fathers; but with the precious blood 
« of Chriſt, as of a Lamb. without blemiſh,” 
hg: n ſain, defect, or ſuperfluity,.. and 
| out f the ſame authority, it i is 
1 7 Ck. ii. 22, ( that he did ng Un, nei- 
ther was guile was found 1 in his mouth,” ſup- 
e e - Jil, 8. 9. 4 he had done 4 vio-- 
ence, 
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« lence,” neither was any . deceit in his mouth,” 
Agretable to theſe is the apoſtle John's teſtimony, 
1 John , he was manifeſted to take aw 
our fin, and in him was no fin.” _ To whi 
alſo agree the words of the preacher to the gen- 
tiles, 2 Cor. v. 21. He hath made him to be 
« fin for us, Who knew no fin. From all which 
without attending to many other eyidences. yet 
uncalled, it appears clear as day-light, that Je- 
ſus the Saviour, of the world, was Ipotleſs in na- 
ture, ſinleſs in life, and therefore fitly. anſwered 
all the in prefigured him, and of which 
he was the antitype and end. The paſchal Lamb 
muſt be without iſh, Exo. Xii, 5. So was 
the Lamb of God, as above. The daily ſacrifice 
each mornitg and each evening to be offered, or 
between the evenings, Numb. xxviii. 34, muſt be 
without ſpat, perfect, intire ; ſo the holy Jeſus, 
Heb. ix, 14, Offered himſelf without ſpot to God. 
Thus it appears that , Jeſus Chriſt was a perfect 
 facrifice of immaculate purity. _ 5 
Secondly, Whatever was offered in ſacrifice un- 
der the law muſt be offered willingly ; God has 
not need of animal blaod to enrich him, for 
“e all the beaſts of the foreſt ate his, and the cat - 
« tle upon à thouſind hills,” Pf. 1. 10, Nor 
is he delighted with the © blood of bullocks 
« 'and of goats,”  Sacrifices tho * by 
God were only pleafing to him, as the ſacrifice 
had reſpect unto the Lamb of God, fox in him 
only he hath declared himſelf well pleaſed: Our 
goodneſs in no wiſe extendeth unto the Lord, it 
is enongh and what he aſks from us; let him 
have the honour, and the happineſs. beours. God 
would lead his people in every age to look to je- 
F E 3 ſus, 
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f bety. Malach. 
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- ſus, and inſtructed them in every bleeding un 


55 lin was too heinous and malign, to be 
oned without ſhedding of 04 without Te 
Anner's ſuffering, or. a ſurety ; and as their pre. 

ſent and eternal peace muſt flow from God recon- 


Filed; 6 the ſacrifices which had * unto this 


reconcilemenit, muſt be offered freely. Hence 
the Lord' commanded his ſeryant Mols, 80 
I. 3. . any man of you bring an offering 
the Lord, let him offer a male withvut blem 
e he Hall offer it of his own voluntary * 
* the door of the tabernacle.” Ch. xxii. 18. 1 
« Ye ſhall offer it "at your own will,“ and 
witholdingſuck offerings the accounts Ara 
ill. 8. Ti "have robbed me in 
«"tythes and offerings Fo in like manner when 
the Son of God oy 1 into theworld, it 15 a vo- 
luntary act, ſacrifice and offering thou didſt not 
.* deſire, mine ears baſt thou opened;” bored or 
dig ed, as, Exod; xxi 5, 6. © If the ſervant 
«Mall ſay J love my maſter, &c. I will not 80 


e gut free; his maſter ſhall bore his ear thro 


% with an aul, and he ſhall ſerve him for ever. 
Chriſt was' an ear: bored ſervant, and his heart was 
"wholly in the work. Pl. xk 6. The apoſtle to 
the 2 reads after the læx a body haſt thou 
repared me. And lo, . to do thy will 
Our Lord's on words, John x. 11. 
aue 2 + am the good ſhepherd, the good ſhepherd 
«giver his life for the ſheep, I have power to 
y it down; and 1 la down my life that 1 
© might rake it again When our bleſſed Savi- 
our was oppreſſed and ſore amazed in the g be 
inſomuch that the human- nature ſtaggered 
FE the intollerable preſſure of * indi Ade 


| To 
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n. tion, and ſeemed ready to ſtart affrighted at the 

7 hideous approach of that hour of darkneſs, a 

ie ſaid, f it be poſſible let this cup paſs from me.“ 

e· yet at the ſume time divinely upheld, and reſo- 

N- jutely firm; he eſſayed not to eſcape from the mul- 

lis titude; but gently aſks, ** whom ſeek ye?“ John 

ce xvili. 7. And then agreeable to the ſpirit and 

t. purpoſe that on all occaſions manifeſted itſelf; and 

to for which he came into the world, if therefore 

h, ye ſeek me, let theſe go their way.” It ſeems 

at altogether as -needleſs.to obſerve, as it would be ab- 
ſurd to deny, that had not our Lord and Saviour 

A Jeſus Chriſt offered himſelf willinglx, a fair and 

d- ſufficient opportunity here offered itſelf, for his 

in eſcape ; ſeeing. at the firſt interrogation, - © whom | 

n <<. ſeek ye,” the traitor Judas and the banditti he l 

= headed being repelled by the force and majeſty 

ot of his word, and their timid hearts failing, they 

or ſunk to the ground. But © for this end the a- 

nt dorable Redeemer eame into the world,” it be- 

0 hoved him to ſuffer, „to make reconciliation, . 

0 and bring in aneverlaſting righteouſneſs.” there- 

r. fore he willingly entered the field, knowing be : 

a8 mult fall in the engagement, yet by his fall ſnould 

to raiſe up the choſen {56d 'to # image and favour 

» — on and to an everlaſting enjoyment of him 

1 Shery. d en 8 

I. As Chriſt's ſacrifice has been proved to have 

d had in f the e of a ſacrifice, it wilſ alſo ap- 

0 ar to have been itiatory, or placamen 3 

T by obſerving, firſt, chat the orifices Offered by | 

1 the people of Iſrael, agreeable to the commands 

n, of God to Moſes, were ever conſidered in this 

. ſenſe. It may not be amiſs to premiſe, that when 


we ſpeak of the deity's being propitiated, or ow 
als th | a cat 
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| | Gated, that we do nqt conceiue of him as.a.muta- 
x 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ble age that can love, hate, be angry, and 
appealed, like a feeble child of Man, for . he 
i in one mind and who can turn him.“ Nor 
wauld we venture 80 eren on God's 
own words ſo very different from, and repugnant 
to, the plain and obvious meaning thereof; leſt 
we ſhould charge omniſcience with obſcurity and 
inaccuracy z and make the current coin of ſcrip- 
; ii ere counterfeit, and the language of the 
oly, ec unmeaning jorgan, and unintelligi- 
ble. bombaſt. The charge of doing which, we 
think lies heavy againſt 5 who would con- 
(Jus the ſcxiptures that ſpeak of the atonement, 
Kc. as having a reference.to the conſcience ; and 
that to make an atonement for ſin, to make re- 
conciliation for iniquity, &c. means no other than 
to placate the conſcience, &c. Which manner 
Pf interpreting the ſeriptures, if it can be allow-- 
ed as a ſufficient pręſident; there is no doctrine 
ſo foreign, and contrary to the truth of the ſerip- 
tures, but at this rate may be palmed upon the 
wor, If. a man; ſhould; make as free with Ho- 
mer, Virgil, &c. in conſtruing away the allowed 
ſenſe of theſe noted authors, what would the 
learned world, ſay? is pity the ſacred oracles 
have fewer friends. e are willing to be per- 
ſuaded by the current language of the word of 
God, tha bis being angry with the wicked e- 
«+. very day,” his.“ wrath burning like fire,“ &cc. 
bears. the ſame aſpect towards the ſinner, and wi 
at laſt be manifeſt in the ſame effects, as if theſe 
variable s were eſſential to the deity, And 
1 chat the. Lord's. turning away from his fierce 
if e wrath,. and repenting.him of the evil Which he 


thought 
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nity of ſin, and the manner of reconciling thefin- 


Grof 


Xvi. 47. And Aaron ran into the midſt of the 


SEN m. 517, 


”- Bec: bears a 


5* thought to do 


aſpect ot᷑ merey, and reconc iliation ſuitable to our 


ideas of a God kind and propitious. Andagree 
bees to: theſe ſentiments ve proceed to the point 
in hand. Not to preſume on the ſtrong bi- 


lity that Adam began to offer facrifice immedi- 
ately after the promiſe of the woman's ſeed ; we 


are certain that Adam's ſons were inſtructed in — 
early act of feligidus worſhip, for they broug 
offerings to the Lord. Cain of the fruit of rhe 


ground, which as it had not reſpect unto the blood 
of Jeſus, and therefore indicated the offerer void 


of faith in the promiſe, a ſtranger to the mulig- 
nr: his pen and r as 


an evil act proceeding from an evil mind. 


But Abel brought the fr/ftlings af bis flock; and 
the fat thereof: and the Lord bad reſpels 
unto Abel and to bis offering, Not becauſe God 
was better pleaſed with a ſlain beaſt, than 4 ſheaf 
of corn; but the offering was accepted for the 
ſake of the offerer. 7% Lord bad (firſt) re. 
ſpe## unto Abel, and (then) his offering; which 


the Apoſtle aſſures us received it's recommenda· 


tory excellence from the faith in which it was of- 


fered, Heb. xi, 4. Noah, who could not but be 


ſenſibly moved at the exhibition of that wrath; 
which brought an overflowing deluge of $&worſÞ 
of the ungodly — Was. Mis coming 
out of the ark, erected an altar, and offered burt 

offerings thereon: Gen. viii.” 20. And the 
Lord ſmelled a ſweet favour, and ſaid in his 
heart, I will not again curſe thie ground | 
more for man's ſake,“ compared with Numb. 
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4, oongregation, and behold the plague was begun 
by among the people, (the Lord's anger and fierce 
Tae like a conſuming fire broke out to 
, devour) and he put on incenſe,” and made an 
5 A atonement for the people; and he ſtood be- 
« tween the dead and the living, and the plague 
«, Was ſtayed,“ The burning wrath was quench- 
2 705 and mg anger of- the Lord was turned away, 
ſeems almoſt Rimpoſmble to miſtake the defi 
onof legal ſacrifices if we carefully attend — 
| 1 of them in _ 3 gy it be 
ppoſed but in conſequence n 
attention, that the /Ifraelitiſh officers, — i 
dered their offerings, but as intended to avert the 
puniſhment due to their fins. Who for inftance 
can read the fourth and fifth chapters of Leviticus, 
and not be confirmed in theſe truths ? If the whole 
congregation ſin —_— ignorance, the congre- 
gation. ſhall offer a bullock, for the ſin; and rhe 
olders hall lay their hands on the bead of 'the bul. 
lock — — 77 and the prieſt ſnall take of 
the blood, &c. and ſhall make an atonement for 
them, and it ſhall be forgiven them, chap. iv. ver, 
13+ 21. When a ruler hath ſinned, * ior 
make an a/onement for him concerning his fin, and 
it ſhall be forgiven him, ver. 22. 27. If any of 
the common people fin, the prieſt ſhall make an 
_ atonement: for his fin that he hath committed, and 
itt ſhall be forgiven bim, ver. 27, ad ult. Now to 
' deny theſe to * deſigned as (typically) 2 
ms is to ſhut our e es againſt the mid-day glare 
| ſay tis dark. If it could be ſu d ho the 
Sol congregation of Iſrael had miſtaken. the de- 
ſign of Moſes, in inſtituting the ſacrifices as pro- 
pitiatory, Which: cannot be admitted without the 
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«ſt abſurdity:z various proofs might be pro- 

d in the practice of the aſter Jews, which 
muſt be allowed to be agreeable-to the firſt deſign 
and appointment, amongſt this variety I ſhall 
ſingle out one inſtance, which no one with a good 

grace can deny to be valid. The 8 1. 
am. vii. 8. 9. The children of Iſrael had by. 
reaſon of their ſins, been as it were forſaken of 
their rock; God had let looſe the Philiſtines a- 
gainſt them 28. 4 ſcourge for their diſobedience, | 
and they were left to flee befote their enemies, 
till they ſhould return to their God, «Judgment 
had now begun at the houſe of God, and the 
wicked ſons. of Eli fell by the ſward, the ark of 
ex 


ere 


God was taken, and old \E had his heart 
broken with grief, and exceſſive ſorrow, and his 
neck by a fall from his ſeat. All chis, indicated 
great wrath againſt the choſen e of God; 
and as ſuch, they conceived of his dealings with 
them; therefore with one accord they make ap- 
plication to Samuel, who now appeared 
them as a prophet of the Lord; and they fai 
unto him, ver. 8. ceaſe not to cry unto the Lord 
our God, for us, that he will ſave us out of the 
- hand of the Philiſtines.“ No it was impoſſible ſo 
great a favourite of heaven, as was Samuel, ſhould 
| be ignorant in matters of religion; and it would 
in a manner be charging the Holy Ghoſt with 
_ fooliſhneſs to ſay ſo great a prophet was ignorant 
of the delignatian of ſacrifices... Ver. 9. And 
Samuel took a ſucking Lamb, and offered it for 
%a burnt offering wholly to the Lord; and 
Samuel eried unto the Lord for Hrael, and the 
Lord heard him.“ Now for what end this 
 facrifice was offered, if not to propitiate, is jos 
2 _ _ ealy 
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ay determine! Unlefz it ſhould be fail, at 

de ds on y propitiatory as it reſpected and ſhadow: 

. edforth Ay Lamb' of God, in whom alone the 

Father has declared himſelf well pleaſed, which is 

che very thing we contend for. That ſacrifices _ 
_ were ſometimes euchariſtical, is not denied; but 
that they were always ſuck cannot be allowed 
without the greareſt violation of truth. 

The heathetr nations who it Is probable vithih 
retained the cuſtom of ſacrifices and the notion of 
chelr being propitiatory, as handed down from the 
firſt ages of the world, and the common parents 
of mankind; or had in imitation' of the people 
of rae! offered lain beaſts in facrifice, in tote Sto 
propitiate their falſe Gods and inſure theit Ppel 
Au ſuccour; considered their ſacrifices which they 

frequently offered to be * Ae 

pears from the well ebe wn arge the Nea 
poets,” When the in the grecian 
camp, the cauſe te ether ſacrifices to 
upiter mi ht not itiate him, and procure ex. 
ig wh oi the 4 one death; which ſhews 
their notion of a facrifice to have been what we 
contend for. This is further confirmed by the 
practice of thoſe nations that lived neareſt to the 
— of Iſrael, and at a time when facrifices 
were maſt ue. 1 Sam. chap. vi. 3. When the 
Lord plagued the Philiſtines becauſe 5 had 
taken the ark of God, they called, ver. 2. for the 
| and diviners, fayin „ hat wal we do 
che ark of the ard? * Tell us wherewith 
8 do An ſen&ir to its place.“ And they faid, 
if ye ſend away the ark of the God of Iſrael, 
"fend it nor empty; but in any wiſe return him 
9% * 9 then tha * be . N 
Thus 
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"has it appears chat ſacrifices were firſt intended 
4 proitizry, ao hve been always conſidered . 
as og 


„both by the heathen nations, and the 
people. of God themſelves, for whom they were 
primarily inſtituted. But the thing to be proved 
was, that the ſacrifice, of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
s of this kind; which will appear by 
e following reaſoning. I theſe ſaeriſices whic 
in themſelyes were but types, and ſhadows, were 
propitiatory as they had reſpect unto the antitype, 
and. ſubſlance 3 much more ſhall chat ancirype and 
ſubſtance, itſelf, be ſuch. But that antitype and 
ſubſtance is Jeſus Chriſt; for it has been 
proved that he was a perfect ſacrifice, Therefore 
the ſacrifice of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was propi- 
tiatory. All chis is further confirmed by the 
phraſeology of the ne teſtament, when the great 
meſſenger of the covenant. was 10 be manifeſted. | 
to the world, and all the prophecies concerning 
him were now to be accompliſhed; his harbinger 
was ſent ta prepare his way before him, and hear 
teſtimony of him to the people. When Noah 
had built an altar and offered burnt offerings after 
the flood, it is ſaid, he Lerd ſmelled a ſweet fa- 
dour, God 2 beheld. in the facrifice then offered, 
that lively 1mage of his ſon, in which his ſoul ig 
ſatisied; but this in reſpect to the real fact was 
yet afar off. Bot now, Immanuel, God with 
us, appears in the;fleſh ; he is declared by an au- | 
dible voice ta be the ſon f God, in wwhow I am 
well pleaſed. I acqueſce, I reſt ſatisfied - The 
blood of ſlain beaſts could not delight the ſoul of 
God; but the ſacrifice of his ſon, as it made a 
full atonement for ſin, was ſatisfactory. The 
apoſtle Paul calls Chriſt, the propitiation, Rom. 
Oey * ni. 
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mn 2 fl the merey-ſear, Heb. ix!" 5. ſceing it ib 
by faith in his blood, that we obtain mere, and 
God is reconeiled to us. If any man fin,” 1. 
John N. 1, 2. We Have an advocate, who is the 
* propitiation for dur ſins!” And notwithſtand- 
ng ſin had wrought in our hearts an enmity a- 
gainſt God, yet, s when we werte enimies, 955 
* were reconciled to God by the death uf his ſon, 
Rom. v. 10. And God hath put into the hands of 
his miniſters the word of reconciliation, to wit, 
that God was in Chriſt reconciling the world 
«unto himſelf 2 Cor. v. 18. For God ſo 
joved the world, chat he ſent his ſon the pro- 
pitiation for our fins,” 1 Johm iv. 10, As the 
ſeriptures of tie old and new teſtament from be- 
ginning to end have à ſpecial reference to this, we 
only need advert unto them, to receive all the 
proof, minds open to conviction can deſire. We 
come gdly to ſhew, that Chriſt's ſufferings, were 
wviearious; and that as a ſurety he ſtood engaged 
to diſeharge the debt, of ſin his people ſtood 
chargeable with; and that hat he ſuffered, was 
in the room, or ſtead of others. That he was a 
ſubſtitute, and ſuffered inſtead of ſinners, will 
loſe the aſpect of injuſtice with which ſome are 
bold enough to charge the divine procedure; when 
the ſcriptural account of things is attended to; 
which every where ſets forth Jeſus Chriſt as tak- 
ing his people's ſin upon himſelf, and therefore 
in his own body bearing the puniſnment due to 
fin. Sometimes Chriſt is tepreſented as bearing 
fins in types, and ſhadows, in the ceremonial law; 
and indeed moſt of the ſacrifices offered reſpecte d 
him in this view. The ſinner behoved when caft- 
ing his corn into the fire, which ocherwiſe God had 
E © 5® hs given 
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\given big fat food,  $o:confeſs.that his deſert; by 


reaſon. of ſin, was thus to be caſt into the ever - 
laſting flame of God almighty's wrath; and hum- 
bly to acknowledge when the ſacrificing knife 
pierced the bleeding victim's heart, this, this, and 


much more, his. ſins had laid him obnoxious to 4 


and that in hope of a more perfect ſacrifice to be 


offered, he looked thro' the ſhadow. to the ſab- 


e 2 The ſpecial inſtance of the ſcape · goat, 
Levit. xvi. may ſerve 5 an . of this 
truth. Aaron the prieſt muſt take two goats, 
and preſent them before the Lord, at the door 
of the tabernacle of the congregation; and caſt 


lots upon them there, one lot for the Lord, and 


another lot for the ſcape · goat; and the goat upon 
which the Lord's lot fell, muſt. be offered for a 
ſin offering. This. ſignified. to the people, that 


God was a holy ſin-hating, and ſin· puniſing God; 


and that would by no means clear the guilty; and 
herein bore, towards the offender, a moſt formi- 
dable aſpect of the moſt ſpotleſs purity, and in- 
flexible juſtice, Afterwards the live · goat muſt 
be preſented before the Lord, and Aaron the high- 
prieſt, (the figure of the great n of our 
profefſion,) mult lay both his hands upon the head 
of the live-goat 5 (both hands) | by way of zack 


nowledgment, „ Bord we thy people and the 
ſheep of thine hand, have done what we ought 
not, and left undone what we ought to have 


done,“ , and confeſs over him all the iniqui- 


ties of the children of Iſrael, and all their tranſ- 


greſſions in all their ſins, utting them upon 
8 the head of the goat.” Here is a transfer. of 
ſin, or guilt. by divine appointment; now to aſk, 
how can theſe things be ?, Only betrays a vicious 


curiolity 
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| What ſhould be matter of faith and * adoration; 
Weh of an che vounded 1 


What was all t 7 
beheld it, might be led to conceive that thus their 


_ <quity of us all.” Agreeable tow 


Op | „WF 
ig eotverting” de mettet of ſpeculation 


by che fiery ſerpents, was able to aſſign any p 


euuſe bf the miraculgys cure, but a divine appoint- 
ment r and h. Was this amazing means of cure 


freſetibed, but to lead them by Faith to. look to 


Jeſus. Moreover, the goat was to be ſent away 


the hand of 1 1 man, into the wilderne/s'; and 
but that the people while the 


Ins they had -now confeſſed ſhould be buried in 
oblivion, and if ſought for ſhould no where be 
* found.” © Therefore it is added, and the goat 
* ſhalt bear upon him, all their iniquities ;“ fi- 
guring out hereby, how the Lord Jeſus ſhould 
bear the ſins of his people, by a transfer, or im- 

on thereof to himſelf. This ſcape-goat 


1 


erefore, Bgniſied to the people, chat the Lord 


a in much mercy, would lay help on one mighty, 


and agreeable to his unparallelled love, and un- 
erting wiſdom, would contrive a way to puniſh® 

ſin, yet faye' the ſinner, * ro be juſt, and yet juſti- 
„AV the ungodly.” At other times we may view 
the fame important truth, exhibited in the expreſ- 


N OY ſlvelangu e of the rophets and apoſtles. | I. 


ni 4. Syrely he Rath born our griefs, and 


' ©: carried our ſorrows; ver. 5, he Was wounded 


for our wanſgrefſions, he was bruifed for our 
iniquities; the chaſtifement of our peace was 


„upon him. ver. 6. All we like weep have gone 


im the ini- | 
lich, is 2 Cor, 
v. 21, He hath made him to be fin for us, 
«-who knew no fin. + Chriſt hath redeemed us 
Y 010. f | 80 from 


<altray, and the Lord hath laid on 


27 
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from the cutſe of the law, being made a curſe 
<* for us.” Gal. i. 13. And my text ſaith, He 
<« bate our fins in his on body on the tree.“ 
No in exact correſpondence with theſe, the ſen- 
timents of the inſpired writers, we trequently _ 
hear them ſpeak of Chriſt's ſuffering in our ſtead; 
becauſe our fins were put to his account, and he 
ſuffered as tho' he been a finner, juſtly - 
chargeable with ſuch a multitude of perſonal tranſ- 
reſſions. | | EET 
- Hence that evangelical prophet has it, The 
<< chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him. He 
« was cut of out the land of the living, for the 
* tranſgreſſion- of my people was he ftricken.” 
And, © by his knowledge ſhall my righteous ſer- } 
e vant juſtify many, for he ſhall bear their ini- 
108 _ Bleſſed Paul, Alls him our paſſover, 
Chriſt our paſſover is ſacrificed for us. 1 Cor. 
i * 8 5 And once in the end of the 23 "i 
_ * hath appeared to put away fin, by the ſacrifice 
— of Hürdlelf; * I offered to bear the fins 
« of many.” Heb. ix. 26, 27. The ſufferings | 
of Chriſt as narrated by the evangeliſts muſt be ; 
conceived 'to be the moſt exquiſite and ſevere ; 
and it might well be ſaid in reſpect thereof, . come 
and ſee if there ever was any ſorrow, like unto 
my ſorrow, which is done unto me; wherewith _ 
the Lord hath afflicted me in the day of his 
+, fierce anger“ Lam. i. 12. And if fin be the 
only ſource of forrow, and cauſe of ſuffering ; how ' 
5 is 1t poſſible that Jeſus a perſon moſt holy, in 
whom there was no ſin, neither guile found in 
his mouth, ſhould yet ſuffer in the higheſt degree, 
and that not only in his body by the hands of bar- 
barous and bloody - minded men; but alfo 1 his 
f . ' | F oul, 
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uafflicted,“ II. lin.” 4. And in the garden, 


_ <© like great drops | 
_ How . it is to account for theſe — 
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foul, by the juſt and equitable ſentence, and pro- 


cedure” of a righteous and moſt gracious God'? 
For he was ſtricken and ſmitten of God, and 


when alone, „being in an agony, his ſweat was 
of blood falling to the ground. 


uſe to receive inſtruction from the ſpi 


if we 
of truth, as ſpeaking in his bleſſed book; but 


When this is religiouſly adverted to, how confiſt- 


ent and confortable do all theſe ſacred truths ap- 
pear. Then we ſee ** mercy and truth meet to- 
e gether, righteouſneſs and peace kindly kiſſing 
% One another.“ Then a way, a nem and living 
way is opened whereby the guilty, hut now ran- 
ſomed ſinner may eſcape ; and hereby the law, 
the pure and perfect law of God is magnified and 
made honaurable. It appears, therefore, from the 
moſt unqueſtionable teſtimony, that Chriſt bare 
the ſins, and ſuffered in the room or ſtead of o- 
thers, He ſuſſered for ſins, the juſt for the un- 


e Juſt, that he might bring us to God ;“ which 


leads us in the laſt place to prove, that what he 
ſuffered was full and ſatis factory to the procuring 


all the bleſſedneſs to ſinners the wiſdom and good- 


neſs of God had determined. I his we ſhall en- 
deavour to elucidate and ſettle bynoting 1ſt; The 
dignity of the ſufferer. ' 2d, The greatneſs of his 
ſufferings, and zdly, by conſidering his reſurrec- 


tion, as an indubitable proof of the ſufficiency of 


his ſufferings. As the ſcriptures ſometimes re- 
ſpect our Saviour as man, or aſſuming the human 
nature, and in which ſenſe, my father is greater 


than I, and ſometimes in reſpect to the divine, 
and then it is faid, - I and my father are one. It 
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| js with an eye to the latter we would be ſuppoſed 


to ſpeak, when treating of the dignity of the Re- 
deerner'sperſon. But what finite mind can graſp, 

rehend or conceive” the greatneſs, power, 
and majeſty of Jehovah'! What can parallel thoſe 
ſtriking interrogations in the book of Job, ch. 
38, &c ? What can compare with the lofty de- 
ſcriprions of the glory and mighrinels of God to 
be met with in the book of Pſalms ! How is 
the mind of man bewildered, and led into a laby- 
rinth of inextricable perplexity, when drawn out 
in contemplation of that almighty fiat, and its 
marvellous effects. HE ſpake,, and it was done, 


HE commanded and it flood faſt. Speak we of 


exiſtence, his name  JEHOVAH, : alludes to his 
everlaſtingneſs, for, before the mountains were 
brought forth, or ever thou Badſi formed the earth 
and the world, even from everlaſting to as ger. 
thou art God. Of wiſdom, —this is great and 
knows no bound, a depth where all our thoughts 
are drown'd. Who knows but he whereupon the 
foundations of the earth are laid? Or how by his 
power be ſhut up the ſea as with doors, when it firſt 
1ſſued'as out of the wwomb ? Who can conceive his 


glory and majeſty, when riding upon the heaven 


of heavens,” or attended with myriads of angels 
he majeſtically walks on the wings of the wind. 
At his rebuke the deep foundations of the world are 
diſcovered, "even at the blaſt of the breath "of bis 


noſtrils, And when he bows the heavens and 


comes dowh in anſwer to the prayer of finful duſt 
and aſhes, the earth ſhakes and trembles, the ſolid 
foundations of the hills are moved ;..a terrible 
ſmoke proceedeth from his noſtrils, and devouring 


fire out of his mouth. At his exceſſive glory, dark- 
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| "eſs flees and falls beneath Hin, on the .expand- 


wings of cherubim be flies, and haſtes to the 
ſalvation of his ſervant, on the wings of the wind. 


Pf. 18. And yet, hear it O heavens, and be 


aſtoniſhed. O earth! This God is become our 
God and Saviour, by an act of undeſerved mercy, 
more ſtupendiouſliy marvellous, than all that fu- 
preme and ſovereign majeſty. This God, aſſumed 
the human nature, and appeared in man! This 


| 2 is that myſtery of Godlineſs, God manifeted in the 


, which is the very. foundation: of the truth. 
The child to be born. of the virgin muſt be call- 
ed Immanuel, God with us, and the word that 
was made fleſp, is that which in the beginning was 


with God, and was Gd; and by whom all things 


were made. John. i. 1, 2. Tea all things were 
made by. him, and for bim, even angels, principali- 
ties, and Powers, &c. which created beings, as 


himſelf was creator, he muſt be eſſentially diffe- 


rent from, and ſuperior to. Coloſ. i. 16. Paul who 


who had been taught by him, and of him, in the 


third heaven, the habitation of his holineſs; tells 


the Phillippians, ch. ii. 6. That Chriſt thought 


it no robbery to be "equal with Gad, no infringe- 


ment on another's right, being himſelf 7ehovab 


notwithſtanding he emptied himſelf of that daz- 
ling glory which mortal eye cannot behold, and 
Bow. upon him the form of a ſervant, and was 
made in the likeneſs of man: and being found 
in faſhion as a man he humbled himſelf, and be- 
came obedient even to the death of the croſs. — 
When thus we view the -co-equal Son of God, 
by marvellous and miſtic union taking hold of 
the ſeed of Abraham; that God and man, he 
might have the right of redemption, and power 

| to 


* 
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courtly ſplendour to cele 
dhe meek and humble Jeſus is born of an ob- 
ſeure virgin, in a mean and ſtinking ſtable, and 
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do redeem; what ſins of finite man can be can- 
ccived, beyond the reach of ſuch infinite ſatis- 


faction, as he is capable to make? Allowing that 
the ſins of man as committed againſt a God of 
infinite perfections, deſerve infinite puniſhment as 
condign; lo here is infinity itſelf engaged, and 


engaged to pay a price in full for precious ſouls. 


And this may lead us, adly, to notice the great- 
neſs of his ſufferings incarnate. But who can 
think of theſe without a 1855 or ſpeak or write 
of them without a tear? The 2 995 ſaw him 
at a diſtance, and declared the depth of woe, that 

man of ſorrows muſt wade thro* to bring ſalva- 


tion to his people: I am diſpiſed of men, and 


« a reproach of the people; all they that ſee me 


laugh me to feojrn ; they ſhoot out the lip and 


«ſhake the head, they gaped upon me with their 
*« mouths, as a ravening, and a roaring lion. &c.““ 
Pogs have compaſſed me, the aſſembly of the 

« wicked have encloſed me they pierced my 


hands and my feet, I may tell all my bones.“ 
Pf. 22. All this and much more was fulfilled in 


our bleſſed Lord. When he firſt appear'd in our, 


world, he came as a ſtranger into a ſtrange coun- 


try; no regal pomp * tr his perſon, or 
rate his natal day; but 


wrapped in ſwathes laid in a manger. Nor was 
his following life different to this beginning; 
„he was a man of ſorrows, and acquainted with 
— 13 bk F 3 N | WMC grief.” 
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'* Obſcure reſpecting the etymology of the heb. (damos) 


hid under the care of parents, &c. 
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grief.“ While employed, and exerciſed in all 
the kind beneficient works which proceeded from 
a heart moſt full of -beneyolence- and heavenly 
affection; yet was his character blackened with 
all the maleyolent aſperſions, that Satan and his 
inſtruments, could load him with; and his works 
which could not he effected but by the power of 
God, are wickedly miſinterpreted, and aſcribed 
to the power of the devil They who ſeemed 
to judge moſt charitably concerning him are mov- 
ed with pity towards him, and ſuppoſing him to 
be mad, came forth to lay bold on bim. How 
afflicting was the behaviour and conduct of Judas 
towards his bleſſed maſter when that prediction 
was fulfilled in him, * he that did eat bread with 
me, hath lift up his heel againſt me.“ What 
Judus ſell thy maſter for money! Betray thy friend 
into the hands of thoſe that ſought to ſlay him! 
May we, admoniſnhed by thy example, flee from 
covetouſneſs, as we would wiſh to eſcape the 
dreadful conſequences of ſo unchriſtian a temper. 
The man of ſorrow ſee, forſook by all, betrayed, 
accuſed, condemned, derided, mocked, and ſpit 
upon in Herod's judgment- hall; compelled to bear 
his croſs, crowned with thorns, and nailed to the 
tree; and there ho great that hour of darkneſs 
Depri ved of comfort from the ſource of bliſs.— 
Who can conceive What Jeſus felt when crying 
out, My God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me? 
A ſoldier with. a ſpear pierced bis heart, and forth- 
with came out blood and water. Thus exhauſting 
all his veins, bleeding at every ſacred pore, he 
paid the price; not corruptible gold, but blood 
divine, the blood of God. Acts xx. 28, What 
could not ſuch ſufferings buy? What guilty rebel 
era. | not 
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not redeemꝰ Worlds purchaſed with a ſingle drop 
of this his ſacred blood, were bought too dear. 
Thus hung the ſuffering friend of ſinners on the 
tree, nor could the cruelty of the bloody ſoldiers 
turn His heart to rage, or the moſt provoking in- 
ſults of his greateſt, adverſaries draw reſentment 


from his peaceful, ſympathizing ſoul; but in the 


deepeſt agonies of mind, and under the ſharpeſt 
— of 55 moſt pungent pain, his prayer is pre- 
ferred, Father ſfangive them, for they know not what 


| they da. Nor Aid the captain of our ſalvation fall, 


till lucifer like lightening fell from heaven; the 
work, the mighty, great, and glorious work; he fi- 
niſhed e' er he died; witneſs that cry, that heart · re- 
viving cry, bis finiſhed, the great ſalvation is ſe- 


cured, the price now paid, everlaſting life is ſure 


to all the ſeed.” 3dly. The certainty of our Sa- 
viour's reſurrection may be conſidered. as an ad- 
ditional preefof the ſufficiency of his ſatisfaction. 
In proof of his reſurrection, we here offer nothing, 


ſuppoſing the truth of this to be ſo confirmed and 


fixt, as not to admit a doubt. And it is by the 
exertion of this ſpecial act of omnipotence, that 
Jeſus is declared to be the. ſon f God with power, 
and through which God hath given proof of his 

pleaſure in him. The apoſtles of our Lord, 


after all they had ſeen and heard in his life, found 
their moſt ſanguine hopes and expectations con- 


cerning him blaſted by his death; we truſted, . 
(ſay they) “ that it was he, that ſhould have re- 
deemed Ifrael.” And nothing ſhort of a ſatis- 
factory proof in his being raiſed, could revive 
their languid ſpirits, and invigorate their blaſted 


hopes. Our bleſſed Lord therefore gives them 


all the demonſtration they could deſire or * 
2 | that 


4 


5 x. 9. \ God in this very act, 


* 


that in his being raiſed from the dead, a 
was given of the completion of his undertaking; 
« All power, (faith he) is given unto me in hen: 
ven, and in earth,” © Go, and diſciple the na. 
+ tions,” through the faith of this, tell poor 
broken - hearted ſinners, : if thou ſhalt confeſs 
with thy mouth, the Logd Jeſus Chriſt, and 
*. ſhalc believe in thine heart that God hath raiſed 
e him from the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved” Rom: 
ing teſtimony to 
the ſufficiency of his ſatisfaction. In another part 
of this large letter to the Rom. the ſacred pen - 
man largely 5 of the ſinner's/juſtification, 

d acceptance with God, 1ſays,— who (Chriſt ) 

for our fins, and roſe again ſor our juſtifica- 
tion, Roſe again to make manifeſt the ſufficien · 
cy ef his nierits for the ſalvation of his people; 
and the acceptation of the ſacriſice as an atone- 
ment for ſin, It is ſaid the Jews had a cuſtom 
of tying a ſhred. of ſcarlet-cloth to the horns of 
the ſcape-goat, and another anſwering to that to 
the gate of the temple, or the top of the rock 
where, the goat was turned looſe; and if that turn · 
ed white, (as they ſay it uſually did) they con- 


cluded the ſlain goat Was accepted in ſacrifice, and 


their ſins were expiated, otherwiſe not; ſo Jeſus 
our Lord in that he roſe from the dead, has left 


no room to doubt of his being accepted for us, 
ſince alſo the trophies of victory over the powers 


of darkneſs, and an everlaſting righteouſneſs 
brought in are ſo eminently diſplayed in his aſcen- 
tion to glory. Gor when be aſcended upon bigh, 
he led, (or gave proof that he led) captivity cap- 
tive, and gave gifts unto men. Pſ. Ixviii. 18. The 
ſacrificing Iſraelites never doubted that their of- 
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himſelf to be the * 
anſwering God. 
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ferings were accepted when the Lord anſwertd 
— what ſtronger can de given of 
plenary ſatisfaction of Jeſus than that of being 
raiſed from the dead. The prophets of Baal f 


morning to evening cried in vain, O Baal bear un 


but the God that anſwered by fire hereby manifeſted 

rayer-hearing, and prayer- 
how & Geber Mie Ne 
from the hands of his creditor à receipt in full; 
this ſerves as the ſtrongeſt proof that he has no 
further demands upon him relative thereto'y our 
bleſſed Lord's reſurrect ion is a receipt brought 
back from the great creditor God; in which is 
written at large and legible to faith, Thee T 


have accepted as ſurety for thy people, their 
„ ſins and multiplied tranſgreſſions I impute to 


„ thee; and as thou beureſt their ſins and like- 
„ wiſe the ſhame and pain thereof ſhall fall on 


„ thee ; they are obnoxious to the curſe, be thou 


* for them a curſe and they ſhall be redeemed ; 
„thy obedience perfect and intire, I accept as 
„ theirs; and thus abſolyed from guilt by thy 
<« atoning death, accepted into favour by thy 
* righteous life, che holy ſeed ſhall live a life of 
faith, poſſeſſing grace below, till raiſed with 
e thee their head, and for thy ſake, admitted in» 
to heaven, they ſhall reign with Thee for ever.“ 
Here then is the ground of our hope, becauſe he 
died, we ſhall not die, becauſe be lives, we ſhall 
live alſo; and hereby Know we that he is able to 
ſave to the uttermoſt, ſorfyg be ever liveth, ta 
make inter iſſion for us. | | 
From the propoſition thus inſiſted on at large 
and demonſtrated, ariſes this corollary. They for 
whom our bleſſed Saviour died, cannot poſſibly ou 
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of obtaining that ſalvation intended to be pur- 
chaſed, and — by his d eat. 
__ -» Bur what may be ſaid relative to this, ſhall be 
the ſubject. of — * diſcourſe; and may what 
has nom been ſaid of the ſufficiency of our Sa- 
viour's, atonement ſink deep into all our hearts, 
and may we feel the ſalutary effects thereof in our 
lives ; may we be made abundant partakers of 
that grace in this world, which ſhall ſo reign in 
our hearts #bro* righteouſneſs, that it may termi- 
ire in * _ to come, e and 
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W ho bis awn ſelf Kod our 55S in 40 
wou“ Body on the Tree. 1a 


1 


1 © can refleion that moſh atoniſbing 
act of divine philanthropy as it is made 
manifeſt in the incarnation, life, death, 
reſurreaiol and interceſſion of the ſon of God, 
and not be raviſhed with wonder, and loſt in ſur- 
prize and admiration | Seeing that in every one 
of theſe, a ſubject for our contemplation is © 2 
ed, not 2 of the moſt exalted ſera 
attend; and in each a fountain overflowing wich 
mercy, grace, and heavenly benedictions;; whoſe 
conſolating ſtreams ſhall ſatiate the juſt, mae 
the vaſt and trackleſs depths of eternity. 

That the co- equal Son of the. everlaſting Fa- 
ther ſhould: . himſelf with clay, and wrapped 
in the vile rags of mortality ſhould ſojourn bn 
earth! It is well my ſoul, it is well my friends 
and brethren, the God of truth has declared it, 
or no fleſh living could have believed it. That 
he ſhagld ſubject himſelf to the injunctions of his 


own moſt righteous law, fulfill its ** and 
rey, amply 


the e 
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wary; I now proceed to (enquire for our ſpecia 
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ataply ſatisfy the largeſt demands of injured juſ. 


.* rice is an inſtance of ſuch love, as angels them- 


ſelves having never known before, are moved 
with pious curioſity 70 loot into. The cauſe or 
| , Who can admire. moſt. The former 
being reſolvable only into the love, the everlaſt- 


% 


2 2 of God, the — — in the 


the ihconceivable eve 8 of ſinful 
man. When death itſelf — down to the low- 
eſt depths of igtominy and diſgrace z when the 


incarnate Jeſus ſuffers, bleeds, and dies; what 
heart but feels the piercing arrows of almighty 


engeance, barbed with fin, and threatening death, 
ſtrike through his yery'foul! And afterwards to 
ſee him riſe, riſe as a conquerer leading death and 
hell in captive chains, bearing an indubitable teſ- 
timony that God was reconciled in him tò all that 
ſhould believe! What boſom doth not bound 
wirtr burſting joy, to ſee 1 Saviourriſe, 
breaking the bonds of death, and ſanctifying for 
his people a - pleaſing paſſage thro' the gloomy 


. 1 How ineſtimable are the bleſſings his kind 


nds beſtow, now that he is entered into the ho- 
of holies, and pleuds our cauſe in heaven; be 
et, he greatly lives, be lives for ever more and 
as the keys of death and bell; be ſbutt and no man 
opens, and when opening none can ſbut againſt. him. 
1 Power is all 2 giw'n, & 4 


Power o'er hell, Oer earth, and hedv'n. 


Having proved that our bleſſed Saviour by the 
one offering made of his own body on the tree 
-hath expiated ſin, and brought in an #oaMaſting 
righteouſneſs, ſeeing that the ſacrifice made of him- 
ſelf was perfect, propitiatory, vicarious, and ple- 
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blood ſhould never die; this trut 
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his people by the ſhedding of his blood, authen- 
ticated to them by the ſufficiency of his merits, 
doth conſiſt. aft, Our bleſſed Lord in dying for 

his people, did not intend ſp immediately to de- 
ſtroy death as that it ſhauld exerciſe no more 
wer in the world, or that the 1 of his 
is ſelf- evident, 

et did he fulfill all that the prophet had foretold 
in this reſpect concerning him : I will ranſom 
„ thee from the power of the grave; I will re. 

« deem thee from death: O death I will be 

e plagues, O grave Iwill be thy deſtruftion.” Hof. 
al. 14. Which prophecy compared with the 
fulfillment of it in his reſurrection, preſents to us 


a proof that death and the grave could not detain 


him. It is faid, Heb. ii. 14, That becauſe 
<« the children were partakers of fleſh ànd blood, 
4% he likewiſe alſo himſelf took part of the ſame 
<« that through death, i. e. his own dying on the 
© croſs, he might deſtroy him that had the po- 
« wer of death, that is the devil;“ which de- 
ſtruction, is to be underſtood, firſt, Of his having 
ſubdued him, bruiſed his head and made him 


captive. Second, Of the death's wound he then 


gave him in delivering his people from under his 
power; and a dreadtul earneſt of the almighty's 


diſpleaſure againſt ſin, which ſnhould terminate in 


the everlaſting deſtruction of him and his fallen 


| 2 In like manner, Jeſus by his dying hath 
di 


diſarmed death, The ſting of death is fin, but thanks 
be t Bod, a victory is given tothe believer, through - 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 1 Cor. xv. 56. And hence 
death is to theſe not the dread king of terror; but 
a meſſenger of peace; he comes commiſſioned by 

our 


\ 


8 daeered as included in the covenant of grace; yet 
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dur Lord, to call his ſervants home; not te alarm 
| the waiting ſoul with hoſtile threatenings, but with 
a peaceful voice to ſignify to them the will of 
their all· conquering Lord, and fign their pa 
2 the gloomy wale. Since Jeſus died up- 
on the croſs, death only reigns by toleration; 
mann for a ſeaſon, ſo refine. = by our ſovereign | 
— who will not fail at Tength for ever to a- 
ſh him, and deprive him of the power he now 
bolds by permiſſion over the ſons of diſobedience; 
for 275 itſelf ſhall one day die, and be © caſt 
into the lake that burneth with fire and brim- 
„ ſtone, Rev. Xxx. 14. Till this, the mediato- 
rial kingdom ſhall not ceaſe, nor Jeſus the great 
mediator leave off to intercede; for he muſt 
„ reign 'till he hath put all enemies under his 
feet, the laſt enomy that ſnall be deſtroyed is 
death ; and then ſhall he deliver up the king- 
„ dom to God even the Father, and God ſha 


es be all in all.” 1 Cor. 13. Nor is there any 
5 reaſon to object, that becauſe his people, 
his redemption was incomplete: for tis evi- 

dent an exemption from corporal death was never 
intended by him, and therefore not to be conſi- 


has Chriſt by dying drawn the ſting of death, ſo 
that now he may alarm, but not confound; ſince it 
is certain the believer does but = in certain 
hope to riſe and reign with God; and the loath- 
ſome grave itſelf ſince Jeſus died ang roſe, is bo 
come a paſſage of purification to the juſt, 

2dly, did our bleſſed Lord fo tend oo 8 bs 
people, as that they might not continually — 
him as an High- prieſt to take away the iniquity of 
_ ag things, and while living in the body by 
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on of imperfection, be left under a daily and 
2 J of waſhing in the ſin-eleanſing 
fountain of his precious blood, the fountain open- 
ed for fin and for uncleanneſs. Zech. xiii, 1. The 
queſtion commonly aſked relative to this, by ſuch 
as are ſtrenuous for ſinleſs perfection, is weak and 
inconſiderate, (viz) ** whether our Lord Jeſus 
% be not able to ſave from all fin ? If fin be more 


«6 mighty than God, &c.“ Which queſtion, may 


be anſwered by aſking another, *. uld not the 


Almighty have prevented the firſt entrance of ſin 


„ mnto the world ? Or has not Jeſus power ab- 


„ Jately to fave all men?” In this enquiry we. 
ought to attend not to what God can do, but to 


what he will do of his own ſovereign good plea: 


ſure; for all ſalvation is by grace; and it is pre- 


ſumed the manifeſtations of his pleaſure agreeable 


to his own purpoſe, will beſt be diſcovered in the 


experience of the moſt eminent of his ſaints'while 
here on earth, whoſe trials, weakneſſes, doubts 
and deliverances are faithfully recorded, for our 
encouragement and conſolation who are called by 
grace to tread in their footſteps, and follow them 

in the faith and patience of the ſaints, + | 

Noah ſtands diſtinguiſhed from and ſuperior in 
piety to thoſe of the age in which he lived ; he 
was a partakerof that grace that bringeth ſalvation, 
for, he found grace in the eyes of the Lord,” 


and walked in good works, and obtained à cha- 


racter not inferior to any of the moſt eminent 


* for God; for Noah was a juſt man, 
cc an 


perfect in his generations, and Noah walk - 

* ed with God.” When the Lord overthrew 
the world of the ungodly, he remembered Noah 
and appointed an ark for his protection; this was 
W a com- 
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— indication of his favor, and an 
of chat final ſalvation he ſhould be made 
a happy \partaker of, Yet after all this Noab | 
through the imperfection remaining in him hay- 
ing planted a vineyard the poor old man too far 
indulged a craving appetite, and drank over large- 
ly of the blood of the grape, and lay uncovered 
in his tent. Awful admonition this to us, never 
to. think ourſelves ſecure from the ſurprizes of ſin, 
or to remit for one moment that watchfulneſs over 
our on hearts, which will always be found ne- 
ceſſary, as a mean! e by Go e 5 
* the evil thereof. 
Cs be needleſs 0 inddt jon abornifcar- 
| Lot, Abraham, Moſes, David, & 
ſin — the remains of the corrupt nature ; IS 
* ſame time they largely of the ſav- 
ing grace of God, and were high in the favour of 
heaven. And although their fins might darken 
their evidence, and expoſe them to the divine 
chaſtiſements; yet it does by no means appear 
that they were diſinherited, and being children 
of God, before were, till raiſed by repentance now 
the children of the devil; ſince © the ſteps of a 
* man are ordered by the Lord, and he de- 
ightech in his way, from which if he err 
through — or fall by temptation, 
** he Hall not be utterly caſt down, for the Lord 
„ upholdeth him with his hand.“ The heaven- 
ly-inſtructed Paul when having walked with God 
— his Son Jeſus Chriſt in the power and ſpirit 
of his bleſſed b Hacker almoſt thirty years, gives 
this account of himſelf, Rom 5. l find à law 
that when I would do good evil is preſent with 
66 ne, — rg law of God, after the 


2 in- 
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«41 vard man z but 1 ſec another law in my mem. 
hers warring againſt the law of my mind, &c. 
And yet at, the fame time aſſuring us that ſuch 
was his faith in God, and the gift of grace there- 
by, that I am perſuaded (faith he) that neither 
<« death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
not powers, nor things preſent, nor things to 
“ come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
t = Jah be able to ſeparate us from the 
e Joye of God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord.” 
Furthermore, not to advert. to the almoſt num- 
berleſs abſurdities with which the doctrine of fin- 
leſs perfection is attended, let this on conſideration 
be adduced. Either this falyation (perfect holl. 
neſs) is common to all ſaints, or peculiar to ſome; 
if the former, the claim to chriſtianity belongs to 
very few indeed ; it the latter, then it muſt ariſe 
either from a ſuperior meaſure of grace, given to 
ſome, or a ſuperior improvement of that common 
meaſure of grace * to all in others ; butfuch 
ſuperior meaſure of grace is taken no notice of in 
A word of God, not do any of the moſt emi- 
nent ſaints iti the old or new teſtament appear to 
have been partakers of it; and if it ariſe from a 
ſuperior improvement of the common meaſure of 
grace beſtowed on every believer, who in this 
pee dare vie with the bleſſed apoftles and wit- 
neſſes of Jeſu's death and reſurrection? As theſe 
who had the firſt fruits of the ſpirit were ſtrangers 
to any ſuch ſalvation, we may ſafely conclude it 
was never intended by our ſuffering Saviour. 

Secondly, We come now more directly to en- 
quire what ſalvation was intended as the purchaſe 
of our dear Redeemer's blood. Our Saviour's in- 

tention as made known to us by his apoſtle John, 
bs . 1 0 


1 ſhall ſave his people from their fins.” Matt. i. 


Job. xxxiii 24; Cherubim and a flamiug ſword 
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1 Ep. iv. 5, J. was ©. to, take away our fins, 
_ 15 deſtroy the works of the devil.“ And the 
angel ſent to admoniſh of his birth, ſays, “ he 


21. Jeſus is that meſſenger, that interpreter, that 
one of a thouſand that ſhews unto man his up- 
rigbieſs, and faith,” © delivers him from going 
« down to the pit, I have found an atonement.” 


not only guard and #zep the way of the tree of life, 
that the ſinner is prohibited all acceſs thereto, 
but the vindictive ſword of ſtern juſtice hangs 
naked over the criminals guilty head continually ; 
and ſeems athirſt for the blood of fuch rebels as 
dared by diſobedience to riſe in arms againſttheir 
God. To deliver from this deſerved doom, our 
_ gracious Saviour came into the world; and in the 
kind unalterable counſel of our God was a Lamb 
ſlain from the foundation thereof. He drank the 
bitter cup, the cup of vengeance full of the Al- 
mighty's indignation againſt ſin; the dreadful, 
deadly dart hurled from the hand of omnipotence 
pierced his tender ſoul ; he died to draw the ſtin 
of death, and deliver his people from death, a; 
dread of death, and condemnation. Hence * there 
* is now no condemnation to them that are in him.” 
Rom. viii. 1. They have redemption through 
his blood.” Coloſſ. i. 14. And by his incar- 
nation, life, and death, he hath delivered thoſe who 
< the fear of death were all their hfe-time ſubject 
* to bondage. Heb. ii. 15, and theſe belieying 
in him are freedifrom guilt and condemnation. 
John iii. 36. Thus did Jeſus intend to ſave his 
people from the guilt of fin. zdly, And as Je- 
ſus ſaves from guilt by becoming ſurety for 755 
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rhe nner and from death by dyin 57 him; 
it neceſſarily follows that he intended; to ſave his 
people from the penalty of ſin: for where guilt 
is not tat leaſt) imputed, the bon meren to p niſh- | 
ment ariſing” therefrom ceaſes ence it is that 0 
believers are ſaid to have paſſed from death unt | 
life; and, be that believes thouzh he were ut 
yet | ſpall be. live; and be that lives, and believes 
in me, (ſaith Chriſt) ſpall never die. When the” 
wicked are repreſented as goats at the left hand 
of the righteous judge, and from thehce are dri- 
ven ſentenced to deſtruction and everlaſting flames 
the'righteous, the dear purchaſe of his blood 
ſpared in that day of making up his Jewels, N 
accepted with the gladdening approbation of hed: 
ven's Almighty King, ya ye bleſſed of 1 4k 
ther, receive the kingdom 2 774 for. go. II 
unbelievers, the abomin a liars mu 
have their part in the lake Of urheth. with oa 
and brirmſtorie, but the great ſhepherd knows bis 
ſheep, and their names are written in be lain Lamb's 
book, of life. Rev, xiii. 8, 2dly,; Belieyers in 
Chriſt Jeſus are made a free people, they are ci- 
tizens of the new. the e Jeruſalem ou 
are all free-born ; Tau by e is, 25 
are thy ler pants, thou, h at hoſe 4 our. — we Wo 
i walk befere N in hs path, Sin does 
not now reien in their mortal bodies hat: 12 Jhowd- 
obey it in the luſt thereof, for © "Je eſus has, made 
them free, therefore they are free indeed. Sin 
in the believer is ſubdued by ſovereign and ſu- 
perior grace; that as “ ſin once rggned unto 
« death, now grace reigns through righteouſneſs 
undo everlaſting life by Chriſt Fe our Lord. 
Rom. 5. ult. And thoſe members that were 
G 2 9 
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« form F the inſtruments of unxighteguſneſs 
40 unto 4 9 5 inſtruments of righteouſneſs: 
«> unto God, as bei eing made alive from the dead.” 
Thus the Lord. Jeſus ſaves his people from the 
wer of ſin, agreeable to his, gracious intention, 
* receives from all. Spas believe the freerwill 
offerin of a ready mind ; , for he makes them 
«a willing people in. the day of his power. Pſ. 
3 Sin may now oppoſe and yield reluctant, 
| wind and turn with manz a ſnaky wile, in the old 
man of. 23 but it muſt ſubmit; be elder ſhall 
ſerve the yaunger, ſaich the Lord. Nature how- 
5 ſtubborn, muſt yield. t ſovereign grace. 
e irength of fin. ts the lau. But happy the be- 
liever, he, 18 8 non een 827 977 | 
Rom. Vi. 1 An val e 


Thus brand? BY 12 FT wer, ſus 
Eu Tedeenis 8 0 1 vo the pain, Jef 


This we ape n not in in, His ogg ſhall 
make ts ole * : £2 by 
| it ir 201. 1 503 Doe 


Buk NICE bur a mill "meaſure, the negative 
= of mar ſalvation Re! intended. Sin Rad made 
obey therefore he would © reſtore. 
oe to tem, and that by proclaim- | 

ing wd 5 e the miniſtry of the golpel, his 
purpoſe to ſave linners, believing in him. 
< Go ye, (ſaick Vo) rg into all the world, and'preach 
the goſpel to every creature. The goſpel, 
the good tidings from heaven, „that God Was 
in ; Chriſt reconciling the world unto bimſelf 5 
2 Cor. v. 191 4 That God hath given to us e- 
eternal life and” this life is in his Son.” 1 John 
vo th, This is God's record concerning his on, 
this 
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me the expreſſion) on the word of a God ; there = ——— 
fore he who diſbelieves it, nate Cod a ſiar, and 
eſteems. him to be altogetber-ſuch 4 ont ne, "EY 


in ſhort,” makes the God of truth, the father ot 
falſhood: For the language of an unbeliever 
runs thus, God indeed has declared to the world 
that he is well pleaſed in bis Son, and Will caſt 
* out none that ſeek falvation by him, but will 
r their ſins and ſave them to the urrermeſt ; 

e has ſaid that with him there is mercy and plen- 


* mercies more than the multipliĩed tranſgreſſions 


* of the ſinner that turns unto bim II. Iv. 5. 
But TI do not, cannot believe a word of all chis; | 


Hie may indeed ſhew mercy to ſome who are 
more deſerving of it, but I have no reaſon- to 


expect it; I muſt become more holy e er 1 can 


be happy.” &c. Thus reaſoning but not aright, 


the unbeliever rejects the counſel of God, and 
judges (himſelf, + anworthy of everlaſting life.” 
Acts xiii. 46. But where the heavenly wind de- 
ſcends and blows upon the heart, it diſpels from 


thence the clouds of ignorance, renews the face 
of the ſinful ſoul, and irradiating all it's powers; 
| pPrpwye to receive by faith in an hong and 2004 


heart, the truth of the goſpel in the love of the 
truth. The happy reſult of this reception is thus 
deſeribed in the bleſſed word; © He that believeth 
“ hath everlaſting life. John iii. 36. He that 
* hveth, (quickened by the ſpirit,” for no dead 
ſoul believes) “and believeth, ſhall never die.“ 
John xi. 26. Theſe are the ſheep of Jeſu's fold, 
which ſhall** never periſh, neither, (ſaĩth our Lord,) 


hall any pluck them out of my hand. John 
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x. 28. Theſe are the juſtined ly faith ſpoken of Rom. 
v. I. & c. Who now have peace with God; a firm, 
a ſure. a ſtable peace; not ariſing from the flights 
of fancy, and enkindled by a warm imagination; 
but built on the immoveable baſis of veracity it- 
ſelf; built on the infallible word of that God whoſe 
_ faithfulneſs:and < truch reacheth unto the clouds.“ 
Pſ. xxxvi. 3. A faith thus founded on the word 
of God, no on the fallacious and deceptible joys 
of ſenſe, produces a peace exempt from the num- 
berleſs interruptions which thoſe joys are ſubject 
to; the nipping blaſts: of bleakiſn winds, may 
cauſe the flower to wither, droop and die, but yet 
theroot remains ſecure; hence ſaith the ſoul- ſupport- 
ing prophet in the Holy Ghoſt. If. I. 1o, Who 
is among you that feareth the Lord, that obey- 
eth the voice of his ſervant, that walketh in 
5 darkneſs; and hath no lighit, let him truſt in 
„the name of the Lord, and ſtay; himſelf upon 
« his: God. Faith is What the word of God ever 
requires in order to ſalvation; Jeſus therefore 
when he purchaſed ſalvation for his people, pur- 
chaſed alſo whatever was neceſſary in order to that 
ſal vation. Juſt as a prudent man who would pur- 
. a houſe in the midſt of a large field, would 
careful at the ſame time to buy a paſſage to 
his houſe... Hence Jeſus is faid to be exalted a 
prince and a Saviour to give repentance and re- 
* miſſion of ſins. Acts v. 31. And Eph. ii. 8. 


| Faith is declared to be the giſt of Gd; Peter's 


faith is ſaid to be of God, © Bleſſed art thou 
„Simon Bar - jona, for fleſh and blood hath 
not revealed it unto, thee, but my Father which 
is in heaven. Math, xvi. 17. Hence allo it 
appears that Jeſus did not only intend to make 


ſalvation poſſible, by relaxing the law, and dying 
to purchaſe acceptance through imperfect obedi- 
ence; but to make ſalvation certain (without 
which it could not with propriety be called ſalva- 
tion) procuring at the expence of his blood, all 
that pertained thereto, and ſecuring it to believers 
by his infallible word and promiſe. adly, Sin 
had defaced. the image of God on the foul, that 
molt eſſential image of himſelf, holineſs ; and here- 
by rendered the ſinner quite incapable of the en- 
joyment of God the chiefeſt good. Jeſus there- 
fore to remove this evil, reſtore God's image, and 
capacitate the ſinner to enjoy him, came into the 
world, lived, died, roſe, and reigns above. Agree- 
able to this his gracious purpoſe, the Redeemer 
prays, John xvii. 17, Sanctify them through 
„ thy truth, thy word is truth.” Thy word, the 
teſtimony given concerning Jeſus, the ſum of the 
goſpel; this truth is of a holy cleanſing nature, 
ehe that hath that hope, (twin ſiſter of this faith) 
e purihes himſelf even as he is pure. 1 John iii. 
3. He that believes © obtains a lot and portion 
among them that are ſanctified through faith 
jn Jeſus Chriſt, Acts xxiv. 18. The ſeed ſown 
in the believer is © incorruptible ſeed.” 1 Pet. i. 
23. and the bleſſed ſpirit that regenerates them is 
a holy ſpirit, John iti. 3. Believers are © creat- 
ed anew in Chriſt Jeſus, and old things are 
e paſſed away. Jeſus Chriſt once ſuffered for 
e fins, the juſt for the unjuſt, that he might 
bring us to God. 1 Pet. iii. 18. iſt, In a 
way of reconcilement by pardoning our fins, and 
removing the mountains of guilt that intervened, 
and cut off the communications of divine and ſpi- 
ritual joys, and 2dly, In a way of erty > 
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that peace, that bliſs, and heavenly delight, which 
fin by reaſon of it's defilement and contrariety to 
the divine purity, had rendered us utterly inca- 
pable of partaking in; by reſtoring his image to 
the foul, by the renovating power of his gracious 
ſpirit, and by transforming the whole man by the 
efficacy of his grace, into that glorious form and 
likeneſs-of himſelf, which he cannot behold but 
with complacency and delight. Sanctification in 
the ſcripture ſenſe and language is firſt, either le- 
gal as Heb. ix. 13. ahd herein is an emblem of 
the inward waſhing of the Holy-Ghoſt, or 2dly, 
_ erangelical, and herein reſpects that perfection and 
certainty of the ſpirit's work in believers as, the 
14fallible effect of the merits of Chriſt. Again, 
ſanctification is either imputative, as 1 Cor. 1. 30. 
« Chriſt is made unto us of God, wiſdom, righte- 
** ouſneſs, ſanctification and redemption ; or in- 
gherent called the ſanification of the 1 2 
Theſſ. ii. 13. Believers being born of the ſpirit 
(in order of time) previous to their being ſuch, 
partake of the pure and holy nature of that ſpirit 
which begot them, ſo that faith itſelf concerning 
which ſuch excellent things are ſaid in the word 
of God, is an holy act, a divine and ſpiritual ac- 
qu eſcence in God's method of ſalvation, an un- 
feigned and cordial reception of his declared pur- 
poſe of the ſalvation of his people through the 
merits of his nk ihe: fon. Hence the apoſ- 
tle Paul reminding the Corinthians of their for- 
mer fins and luſts, adds, © but-now ye are ſanc- 
5 tified, now ye are juſtified in the name of the 
Lord Jeſus, and by the ſpirit of our God.” 1 
Cor. vi. 11. Hence alſo the ſame apoſtle, Rom. 
vni. 30, ſpeaking in reſpect of the Fant. of 
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ſalvation to the called, ſaith;' © whom he tified, 
them he alſo glorified.” We may eaſily from 
hence paſs on to a third thing included in that 
ſalvation, our Saviour intended for his people, 
which is their glorification together with himſelf 
in heaven for ever and ever. But the exceedin 
fullneſs of that ſalvation being like the fountain 
from whence it firſt took it's riſe, namely, the 
OVE OF GOP, is altogether immeaſurable in 
the length and breadth, and height and depth 
thereof; therefore a few:things'.at preſent” con- 
cerning it muſt ſuffice,” It would be impoſſible 
for us to form; any 'conceptions of that ſtate of 
bliſs and glory that awaits the righteous, if God 
had not revealed it in his word; therefore fuch 
bliſs and glory cannot be hoped for, but through 
faith; otherwiſe we muſt ſuppoſe a man to hope 
for what he does not believe to exiſt, which is 
abſurd, and contrary to the natureof hope. Now 
in reſpect to the happineſs reſerved for the juſt, 
it may be conſidered, 1ſt. as it conſiſts in an ex- 
emption from all ſorrow, ſuffering,” pain, grief, 
and death itſelf ; this world is a ſtate of almoſt 
uninterrupted trial and difficulty, all our ſweets 
are imbittered with the moſt diſtaſteful ingredi- 
ents z and our moſt ſanguine expectations of ſub- 
lunary good, are blaſted &er we come to the en- 
joyment of them, or diſappoint us in the pleaſure 
we had promiſed to ourſelves therein. There is 
no taſting the honey of earthly pleaſure, without 
a ſenſation of the pain ariſing from the piercings 
of the thorn from which it is gathered. He that 
talks of perfect happineſs below, is to be regard- 
ed as one in a ſleep, and pleaſed with a dream; 
and he who waking induſtrivuſly ſeeks it, in ary 
| | thing 


| 


ding beſides God, is to be eſteemed as one not 


in his tight mind; whom all that ſee ſhould pity, 
but none ſnhould imitate. True happineſs was 
baniſhed from this world by fin, Adam enjoyed 
it in his perfect ſtate, for God made Adam upright 
and pure, Eccl. vii. 29. but the baneful fruit of 
the interdicted tree, vitiated his palate, robbed him 
of his comfort, entailed a curſe on the ground 


and all that ſhould come from it. The peace 
that Jeſus brings unto his people, is the ſame 


pleaſant 2 that in Adam's nature, in his 
priſtine ſtate, and and then *till blaſted by 
ſin, was like a tree planted by rivers of water; 
he lived under the bedewing unction of the gra- 
cious ſpirit, and was refreſned by the beams of 
beatific rays which ſhone upon his ſoul from 


cCloudleſs ſkies; but now *tis an exotic, it is a 


foreign plant, a plant that grows in heaven, and 
when tranſplanted hither, is ſubject to a thouſand 
blaſts and nipping froſts. But in that land of 
bliſs, that land of pure delight, where our all 
conquering captain fills the radiant throne; what 
may we not expect? What evil may we fear? 
Our bleſſed Lord in order as it were to leſſen our 
eſteem for earth and earthly things; and en- 
kindle in our hearts an inſatiable thirſt for nobler 
Joys, has told us in his bleſſed word, what we may 
expect as the leaſt part of that happineſs he has 
purchaſed with his blood, and is gone to take 
poſſeſſion of, for all the choſen ſeed; that iſt. 
There ſhall be no night, nor darkneſs, Rev. xxii. 

21, 23, 23. Ia this world we bave the inceſ- 
Rat viciſſitudes of day and night, light and darx- 


neſs in perpetual round ſucceed each other, an 


emblem of the mutable ſtate to which all things 
here 
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nere are ſubjected; but there the ſun ſhall-riſs 
with uneclipſing ſplendor, and with never ſetting 


rays ſnhall ſhine upon che juſt. Or rather they 


ſhall need no ſun, for the uncreated brightneſs of 
the refulgent Feboveh, ſhall for ever give them 
light ; ſo ſaith the bleſſed word, And there 
hall be no night there, and they need no candle 
neither light of the ſun; for the Lord God 
„ giveth them light.“ Rev. xxii. g. Here, our 
moſt neceſſary and delightful employment ſuffers 
Par a interruptions by the returns of night and 
darkneſs; but there, the ſaints of God in the ful. 
leſt ſenſe of that prediction, Run without 
«© wearineſs, and walk without fainting,” in the 
delightful way the Lord has prepared for them 
to walk in; they delight themſelves in the Lord, 
and have an uninterrupted joy in the God of their 
ſalvation. 2dly, The accuſer of the bretbren is 
now caſt down for ever, he that was wont to ac- 


cuſe them day and nigbt before God. Rev. xii. 10. 


In this ſtate the moſt eminent of God's ſervants 
have been, and are oppoſed by ſatan; if Job and 
his friends aſſemble themſelves before God, ſa- 
tin the grand adverſary appears in the midſt of 
them. Job i. 6. 2. 1. For what end? No doubt 
to accuſe and hinder their devotion. If Joſhua 
the high-prieſt come before the Lord, ſatan ap- 
pears at his right-hand to reſiſt him. Zech. iii. 
1. When the woman travailed in birth, and 
pained to be delivered the great red dragon, the 
devil, ſtood before her to devour the child; but 
in the bleſſed kingdom of the Lamb, this accu- 
ſer and true diſturber of Iſrael ſhall have place no 
more; no more accuſations ſhall be preferred, for 
there ſhall be none to accuſe, nor aught to i 
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ef; for . che people that ſhall dwell there ſhall 
be forgiven their iniquity.“ II. XXV. 11. 


zdly, Here we carry the cumbrous load of fleſn 


and blood, and our better part is united to a frail, 


ſickly and mortal body; the ſeeds of almoſt innu- 


merable diſeaſes are ſowit in our nature, theſe 
take deep root in us, and in ſpight of all our 


{kill to prevent it ripen into mortality. Tortur- 


ing pain, and emaciating ſickneſs, fell companion 
Prey upon our bodies doomed to duſt, and often 


make life itſelf a burden. Oh happy regions 
where mortality ſhall be ſwallowed up of life, and 
nune of the dreadful harbingers of death ſhall 
ever come. There, ſays the evangelical prophet, 
the inhabitant ſhall not ſay, Fam ſick.” If. xxxiii. 


24. No ſaith the ſpirit / nor ſhall there be any 


more pain, for the former things are paſſed a- 
way.” Rev. xxi. 4. Bleſſed Paul aibourfing of the 

tranſcendent excellency of that wiſhed- for ſtate 
ſays, That the corruptible body is ſown in cor- 
tuption, but raiſed in incorruption; is ſown im 
„ diſhonour, but raiſed in glory; it is ſown in 
* weakneſs, is raiſed in power; it is ſown a na- 
tural body it is raifed a ſpiritual body.“ 1 Cor. 
xv. 42, 43. And again, He ſhall change our 
* vile body, that it may be faſhioned like to his 
* glorious body.“ Athly, All the trials of God's 
dear children ſhall then be over; no more ſhall 
the prince of darkneſs diſturb their tranquil breaſts 
by evil and blaſphemous ſuggeſtions; no more 


mall the vain allurements and bewitching wiles 


of a deluſive world enſnare their minds, captivate 
their affections, or intrude with its perplexing 
cares to hinder their devotions; for the wicked 


world, the wicked devil, and the wicked heart, 


ſhall 
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the from troubling, and their weary: 
a py er of the 0. the. devil, and 


* all be at reſt. Job ii 17, Lo“ 


is part of that ſalvation, part of that-happi-. 
een bleſſed Lord intended for his people; but 
e hath not ſeen, ear hath not heard, nor has 
14 entered! into the heart of man to conceive: what 
„God has prepared for thoſe that love him. 
0 he bliſs of the righteous will be inconceivably 
turous and com pleat, inaſmuch as gthly, They 
Pa be with. Tg what heart deſires more ? 
What more can be deſired or wiſhed for ? This 
would be heaven in the hotteſt place of hell, and 
heaven itſelf would be no place of happineſs if 
Chriſt the Lord was not there. I am ready to g 
with.'thee, ſaid Peter, to priſon and o death, \: It, 
was well ſpoken - honeſt Peter, doubtleſs. there 
was a willingneſs of ſpirit, though a weakneſa in 
the fleſh, as upor. trial it appeared, but with God, 
the will, ( when, his children can no more than 
will) is accepted for the deed, and Peter was af- 
terwards comforted by the gracious promiſe of 
the. Lord, that his defire ſhould he accompliſhed. 
Let not your heart be troubled,” ſaid the dear 
Redeemer, © ye believe in God, believe alſo in 
me, in my father's houſe ate many manſions; 
« 1 go to prepare a place for you, and if I yo 
<<: and. prepare a place for you, I will come again 
0 „ Andkreceive you to myſelf, that were I am there? 
ye may be alſo. John xiv. 1, a, g. Nothing 
gives a greater wound: to love than abſence, but 
the preſence of the beloved object creates new and 
fenſible delight; we love him“ (is the languege 
of every bellever,) * becauſe he fitſt loved us, 
1 John! iv. 19. But this love makes the true — 


liever 


| 
| 
| 


| 


«has 
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never ſo as to deſire Jeſus, that while abſent from 
kim in tbe body, he is as one in à ſtrange coun- 
try, and far from home ;' and his 'defire is to depart 
and be with Chrift which faith he is better. Our 
blefſed Saviour knew that this was ſo eſſential a 
part of Ei of his le, that he par- 
ticularly or it in their behalf, John Xvii. 
24. — L will . alſo whom thou 
given me be with me Where Jam. God's 
— — im this world are like ſhips' at ſea in a 
iolent ſtorm, but Jeſus ſtands upon the ſhore, 
or walks to their aſſiſtance on the waves, and brings 
them to the peaceful port; the quiet harbour of 
his breaſt, where ſtorms and blaſts ſhall diſturb 
them no more. The comfortable contemplation 
of this happy ſtate; accompanied with a lively hope 
of the enjoyment thereof, was thought more than 
enough by the apoſtle Faul, to allay the diſqui- 
etudes and counter-ballance all the trials and af. 
flictions the people at Theſſalonica ſhould be exer- 
ciſed with; and therefore reminds them particular- 
ly of this part of the felicity that awaited them, 
that they ſhould be with Jeſus ; for ſaith” dez 
The Lord himſelf ſnhall deſcend from heaven, 8 
with a ſhout, with the voice of the atchatigel, | 
and with the trump of God; and the dead in 
* Chriſt ſhall riſe firit; then we Which are alive 
and remain ſhall be caught up together with 
them in the elouds to meet che Lord in the air, 
and fo ſhall we ever be with the Lord.“ 1 Theſſ. 
iv. 16, 17. Again, 6thly, This happineſs will be 
heightened by an open and full viſion of our a- 
dorable Saviour; the cleareſt views the believer 
has of Chriſt here are obſcure and clouded, for 


Wa ale now ſee-through a glaſs,” and therefore with 


leſs 
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leſs perſpicuity, and © that darkly,” therefore can- 
not ſee in ſuch lively ſtrokes. the beauty that ra- 


: 
* 


. 


viſhes the ſoul 3. but then we. Hall /ee Him face o 


face. Glorious ſight | To ſee our father, brother, 
benefactor, and our friend; now praiſed, revered, 


adored by all. His frowns more terrible than hell 
itſelf, will driye the diſpiſers of his 


rebels to his royalty, to ſeek a ſhelter in the thick- 
eſt, gloom. of the tartarian ſhades ; and 


L 
| 
| 


L 


0 gladly 
plunge into the hotteſt flames of everlaſting fire, 
to eſcape the terror of his angry brow, His ſmiles, 
who can conceive the. bliſs ? His ſmiles will tran- 


ſport the 3 with pleaſure never taſted, never 


known before. Jeſus will then appear to be, hat 


he has ever been eſteemed by his bride, the 


e faireſt among ten thouſand fairs, and altogether 


„e lovely.“ Abraham rejoiced to ſee his day at 
a diſtance, the day of his incarnation which was 
to be a time of ſuffering, ſcorn, and contempt 


and to iſſue in death; how much more will Abra- 


ham and all his faithful children rejoice to ſee him 
now. exalted, ſovereign Lord, not crowned with 


piercing thorns, but with a crown, of light and 


glory. It is ſaid of Auſtin that he greatly deſired 
to have ſeen Chriſt in the ſſeſb; but how will this 
loſs be compenſated by ſeeing him in the ſpirit; 
that is, having now reaſſumed his dignity and 


glory, the glory he had with the Father before 
the world was, and as king of kings and lord of 


lords, now adored by all heaven's hoſt; for we 
ſhall now ſee bim as be is. 1 John ü. 3, one 
with the Father and the ſpirit, one co-effential | 


undivided; Lord. Once more, Jeſus intendin 
nothing ſhort of ſalvation the moſt perfect, — 


conſummate and complete, as the purchaſe of his 


pre- 
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blood; bas affured his people as the 
crown of all their Joys the full ehjoyment of him- 
ſelf. Language is poor and inſufficient when de- 
ſoribing this tfanſcchdant felicity, to ſupply us 
with ideas adequate; and faitable thef eto; for who 
cn conceive how much is comptehended in that 
promiſe, I will be to them G. When the great 
Paxtriarehal pilgtim was called from his country 
and his fathter's 1 nie ns was to be his 
ſtay and ſupport in every ſtrange land where he 
ſhould ſohburn; “ I will eſtabfiſh my covenant 
with thee, to be to thee a God.“ Gen. xvii. 7. 
And that he might fear no force, no famine, 
the Bord ſaid unto him, ver. fſt, I am che Al- 
mighty God, the all- ſufficient God ;“ all thy 
wants all be ſupplied by me, and flow from me, 
as the mexhauſtible ſource of all bleflings: And 
the fulfillment of this promiſe in its utmoſt import, 
is the completion of thoſe joys reſerved för the 
juſt. This beatiffe fight, and fruition, of God is 
beautifully deſcribed by the royal pfalmiſt, Pſ. 
Kubi. 11. la thy prefence is fullneſs of joy,“ 
joy moſt pure without mixture of pain; joy moſt 
full without interruption or dimunition. Ar 
« thy right hand there are pleaſures for evermore.“ 
Pleaſures that never cloy, never pall upon the ap- 
| petite; of loſe their reliſh by continued enjoyment; 
but ate pleafures ſtill to-day, to-morrow, and for 
evermote. When highly favoured John ſaw hea- 
ven opened, in extatic viſion, and heard the holy 
harpers in the moſt lofty ſtrains adore the eternal 
king; it was told him, that their happineſs was 
edted in that © the Lotd God ſhould dwell a- 
c mong them ;” the conſequence of this would 
be, © they ſhall hunger no more, neither thirſt” 
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tom, God i is reconciled in him, and every, js ex 


may now 'fay, © who h any 
. Arg of God's elect. It is God that 

4 fieth, who is he that condemneth ? It is 110 

ay * yea rather that is riſen again.” If 

H Chriſt's 


By L325) & "iy. * 
I he tun light on ahem 
0 Ln op 


4 11 E R Mo £71 ö 7 W. 
2 icarious, af the | died 
RAT HL on ay 
. 9 — can the Unner be 100 to? 
he has offended, has conrraft ebt e 
Senad ralentspethapy ; OOF 1 Jr 
ſus His ſurety has*diſtharged!' it all. 9 Th 
Ten alſo rue, tadwoching to. 10 — & Fight- 
Tul title to heaven and de but 25 hi: 
"and a the ne head; "fulfilled 
- the lawy' magnified and made it 'bouburable”; WEE; | 
out, and brought in an everlaſting, ſpotle 
ce eat rigbie 15 and im 4 25 it 15 
r. If Ch ſacrifice Was complelt and 177 | 
46 ts purchaſe and procure the 158 he intended 
for” His people; che happinels of the ands 
upon t recarious bottom 


Ae pe the p bbctom o. 0 05 
undes 3 nor is Ke report an eh reſe edt him 


We T gon gr 150 to; hope 
God in yn is ae to me Did he 

for me? Have 2 art in that r finda 
be hath wrought out? ETheſe are queſtions, of no 
ſmall importance; and the uſe that ſhould be 
made of all that has been ſaid, ſhould be to preſs 
the enquiry ext; Moro your 2 conſcience'z 9 x th 

ing you in w (God mittin be 
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le his aun a 155 our * in bis 


ud ba! own Body on the Tree. 
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of ignorance and error, has by the in- 


22 poiſe het able though by darkly feeling after, 
0 to qdiſcover theſe momentous and” ſelf- evident 
„ee namely, that chere is one great and glo- 
- rious cauſe of all exiſtent things, for as nothing 
can give what it has not, all that has a being, ones 

it exſſtence, and is the effect of ſome'fi 


©» Eantfe,” This great cauſe is N by Ein 


1 ee wonderful effeds, (of which the reaſonin 
5400 facult Frſelf is not the leaſt,) and in the things 
mhat ae made reaſon cannot but perceive an emi- 


nehr diſplay of the eternal godhead, power and 


Wiſdom mining forth illuſtriouſly in the armies of 
hbesven; od all created things of the earth. Reaſon 
Alſo has the power to contemplate herſelf, and has 
long ſince fixed it as a law, that this maſs of fleſh 
* Dleod is not the thing called reaſon, but ſome- 

. thing far inferior to it, ſubjected to diſeaſe and 
ch, and liable to corruption; but n the rea- 

* H 2 ſon, 


V 15 #1 fig CLEGY * þ 4 811 


A Nꝰs reaſon, jan the thickeſt clouds 
nate power of which it at preſent ſtands 


| 


ceed to enquite. But it 3 may not den 
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ſon, foul * is incorruptible ; and when 
body dies mult live, and chink, and reaſon 1 | 
This laſt, has received from revelation all the con- 


& fr matiog one g 9 1 aſk or wiſh; ye ate . 


it is appointed for ys; once to Ge byt 


that the judgment; that the body ſhalt retürn 
o ſhe earth as it was, but the ſpirit: ſhall exxurn 


e to God that gave it “ but how the foul ſhall 
be diſpoſed of after the diſſolution of the body; 


| whether we have any good ground to hope t io | 
our after being. will not be worſe than not tobe 


at all, is a point of ſolemn enquiry, and is intend- | 
ed to be the ſubject + curl, | 
Pi ſalvation, and that the mo ok Perkin 


922 pus, is certain tg > 

new gay, * by gur * 
I — tins gt been ſhewn ; wh&h te wh 
we ate included in that number, let us now. Prog 


miſs before. we enter upon the 

to lay befare you the . 
1 50 1ſt. Let none of you ia it an 1 in- 

different thing whether you be in + «mag 

ar ſneer at @ phraſe ſo common in ſcripture, 

an unmeaning quaint term; for the word of . 

knows no other way to obtain this falyation but 

through Chriſt, Chriſt is the alpha and om in 


grace z the aut bor and finiſher of faith, tbe w in 
' which,,a man muſt. walk that would ever cone 


at heaven ; the truth, by which alone 4 man can 
be direct to i arigkt; 1. lit. 
which animates and impowers a feeble ſaint tc 
ſtand as the beaten avi! fe N 75 frake, amidſt 7 
the oppoſition, diſcouragements and trials he is 
d wich, In his. wax „ee be 


lot 


2 e $'s 


| not chink tha reqneraion ſei, uf Feativh, oe. 
ie out meaniig ʒ and that if you do but 
quiet and peaceable hves; be honeſt and up- 
he in ee Ec. n is re 
give you 2 title to glory. The bible 
bark] le moſt udintelligible book in the 
14 if this was true; and be ſo fat from 
H to the capicity of a wayfaring man, th: 
6 moſt wiſe and ſobtle doctor, muſt Teartr it's 
. in ſomething foreign to it's precepts. 
xcept a mun de born 57 he cannot Jee the 
of God!” John iii, 3. Without 
* faith ic is impoſſible to pleaſe Hitt,” Heb xl. 


And, © he that believes not, is condemned 


Ae, and the wrath of God abideth on him.“ 

ws th 36 36. ” Yea, he that believeth not ſhall 

Mark vi. 16. Apiiti, © He 

© Rat eleven on this man is juſtified from all 
* 0 


from which he could not be juſtified 
the law of Moſes” Acts Mill 29. .* bur 
* there is no other name given under heaven 4- 


* mong men by which he we can be ſived.” Ch. 
iy. 12. Therefore 1 ſay; think it not an indiffe- - 


rent” thing whether you be in Chriſt or no, for 
2 are accepied in the beloved, and in him only. 
Caution 2d. Think not the enquiry I am about 
45 lead you into a matter of mere itidifference, and 
1 a matter of fact will be the ſame, as to the truth 
it, Whether vou knew it or no; for firſt, your 
indifferenee about + and unwillingneſs to enter 
upon it, bears a bad aſpect on your ſuppoſed 
race; it being the defire of # gracious' ſoul to 


own the worſt of itſelf, and to have all ſin de- 


Fed and laid open; © Search me O God, and 


Us 


o my —_ * and . | 


10 enen 


ſeid holy David, Pf cxxxix. 23. 2 upon 
| para and pious, enquiry. FU HY ol ap 14h * 
off from Chriſt; W t on earth, 125 in 1. by 
you are in the houſe of God, not at his | 
ar; and it is much more deſirable t to ok" M FO 
| takes of, infinite concern A scorere s hile i tis * 
poſſible they may be corrected, than to be of th _ 
number hereafter, who ſhall cry Lord, Lord, open 
te us, and be repulſed with thoſe. awful words, "0 
know. you not. -. 34. If upon examination you Wa 
ſome good SE to hope that all is well with you, | 
this will open to you a freſh ſource of conſolatioh, 2 
will inſpire you with a kind of new life, animate 
you with rene wed courage to take the field wr 
Four ſpiritual foes, and give you. boldneſs in the 
preſence of your friends. What can be more 
 chearing to a ſoldier in the doubtful field, than for 
his captain to come and aſſure him of victory. * 

the feebleſt ſaint being found in Jeſus, ſh ſhall de i 
mighty through him to ſuſtain the fierceſt oppO. 
ſition, and obtain the crown. 

Caution 3d. In this important enquiry, I in- 
treat you truſt not to a peradventure, 1 greater 
certainty can be obtained; for remember your 
Ip 46% may preponderate either way; per- 

aps it is ſo, but perhaps it is not ſo; and then 
you are undone for ever. Men do not chuſe to 
reſt the little affairs of this life on a doubtful 
bottom, but endeavour ſo to ſecure their eſtates 
and properties that none may have power to wreſt 
them out of their hands: and ſhould you be leſs 
careful for ſalvation? We read of ſome, that had 
ay, a good degree of baldneſs in the Lord, and 
had a ſtrong. aſſurance that he was their God, 

"FI David LY « 1 ſought the n — 

0 n 
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© heard m me, qpd deſi ivered me out of al why ſeat. 25 
Pf. xxxiv. 4. Abd in confidence of this faith, - 
© Ly ml 3g) fear 1 an hoſt of men would 8 
Vi 8 me. Þf, vii 3. The be. 
2 15 Me faith, We Lo thine we have pal- 


rom, deat h unto liſe, and we kn that we 
of God. 1 1 Joliniit.' 14 5, 19. Since there 
fore” more is attainable chan à baie perhaps, or 
peradvehture,” reſt” not ſatisfied” with this but 
earneſtly feek for that greater certaint r. 
Caution ' 4th. Take heed of meaſuring ryokifelP" 
* another man's meaſure; of making the ſtature 
your friend or neighbour the ſtandard of your” 
chin or of weighing yourſelf in the un- 
certain, ſcales, of 271 poſed good man. For 
_ 1ſt, We have no 8 to believe me our . 
ceptance will depend on our comparat — 
5 and that San, another ur wicked 
than myſelf, or leſs righteous, therefore I ſhall be 
ſaved ; which reaſoning were it true, would allot 
ſalvation to all but the worſt. zd. Nor will it be 
ſafe for you to make the ſtature of your friend, 
or "neighbour, your ſtandard for chriſtianity ; for 
it, It is poſſible the perſon you fix for your pat- 
tern, may be a very dwarf in grace, or perhaps 
have no grace at all; and then you arein danger 
of taking up with the ſhadow, the mere ſkeleton 
of religion, and live and die a ſtranger to the ſub- 
ſtance ; and then you're ruincd. 2d. Or if the 
perſon you fix on for your rule be wild and ex- 
rraFagant in his notions, having modelled them 
10 his pox: imagination, and not according to the 
yen in the mount; and will allow no 
| a fe to) ave _ in your heart, fo long as you 
ann ſin, or tat e 1 9 51 
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leg to conclude that becauſe mou are not a. 


_ * goed, and ing dr nat.“ 
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5 5 ile Ex thought, e 
may ſnax rok hen ging he. the 
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nal Ny wid. —.— EY 


Auge EY, 2 the grace of God, 
— 7 0 and [airy in x faith you m 


by 
You. are AY a 1 Fla becauſe; per- 


form the begs OED you N 5 
ſtrength at «a, 7 par i ha of the nature of man. 
;34ly. ould not weigh: yourſelf in the 


ic le o any ſuppoſed .good: 98 iſt, becauſe it 
is à difficult PRI for us trul a to know ourſelves, 
rep. more 5 e another; R . 
upp to a. man, wy the 
HW. i 1 be n 7 the, Evan 

but our 1 could . 
Ma he Phariſees in his day, who made log = 


3 of religion, were but like ming fan epul- 


7550 and while, they had a, fain outſi 
y neleannehs within: and your danger in copy- 


* ih ſuch dx ne, 18 too great not to warn 


you... 
But ſhould. h 3 a that you, ſuppoſe him, 
it will il be quite unſafe for you. implicitly to follow 
him, z for as you attempt to copy his virtues, you 


E ung wares be led to imitate his vices , for 


ere; 18. not. a juſt man. u n; earth ee 
ele Ning 
I "5th, In ine nee, De £54 # 
en God and your. precious ſouls, take gagd. 
N that, your own, hearts dg not deceiye you, the; = 
Fan ſays the, prophet . is. ae rr 
ap, 1 1 abgye. all 821 — 7 
in. che moſt 


vour wahle 
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| ente v Gert ape prophecy ſmooth ching to- 
jean De Maſs this is 4 great vanity, fer ß 
ae be ae . 
ill not r will our footbed! falſnaed, by: 
; 5 5 e become a+ truth. In this 
enquiry a. ſincerity and faichtuineſs proportioned 
tothe importance of the ſubject, ſhould run 
de the the whole undertaking; and leſt we 
miſtake our caſe and ſtate after all, we 
ſhould with the royal ſaint, pray that the Lord: 
would ſearch us, that he wauld lagk well, a1 la 
us into ibe way everlaſtin . 
Car. 6th, Let nothing 33 your aud 
but oonſcience in concurrence with the word f 
Sod. When you begin toenquire into the grounds 
of your hope of ſalvation come ſtript as muclt 
as poſſible of all pre - conceived. notions and! 
opinions; the prejudices. of party, and of eduos · 
tion, have a. mighty influence upon us. Precapta 
and principles ſucked in with che milk, incorpo» 
rate themſelves. with our fleſi and bones as it wera, 
and are hardly eradicated, yca/ are with much dif 
f liculty ſubdued and corrected with matureſt rea- 
ſon;”! Tet as much as may, be forgetting. all your 
have heard; and diſregarding all you havelearned;t - 
come ſimply as a ſinner to —— from God's own: 
mouth, as it were, what you muſt do to he ſaved ;* 
and whether from what you, know, on have per- 
ceived of yourſelf, you, have any-juſt- cauſe to» 
hope that you are a) chi:d-of- God: 
Having laid before youtheſe cau tions which lbeg 
your attention to; I go om to aſſiſt you in the an- 
quiry 3 only Permit me to obſerve, that the queſt 
tion to be put, is net, Do Ik now that Chriſt has 
ha oſs me, 86 8 


3 


5 1 7 E K 1 e 


„Do Knew the time when, the place where, * 
„the manner how. All which, 1 | 
may be true in be experience of ſome, yet are b 5 
no means to be inſiſted on as e M 
ard for all. But the grand queſtion in the pre- 
ſent enquiry is, Huve I any good ground om 
* God's infallible word to believe that [ am . 
ef God ?* „ er 4 
Regeneration, is me Grſt deere che ſpi.. ; 
ritual life, all that precedes it, is from "nature, 
and is defiled, ned | rendered loathſome by fin.” 
The very prayers of the unregenerate, are 85 
was howlings in the ears of God; for it is 
ble they can be ſincere, or have any thing. 
hd y ſpiritual in them, where all is coriypr an 
deß ed, from whence true prayer can proceed. 
Prayer is a pious breathing of the ſoul after God, 
bit it muſt argue a groſs miſconception of our 
natural ſtate, and great inattention to the ſcrip- 
tural account of our condition, to ſuppoſe a ſoul 
ſiacerely ſuing for help, and ſuccour, to that God, 
whom it naturally hates, and to whoſe moſt pure 
and perfect law, it ſcorns to ſubmit. Rom. viii. 
The above aſſertion however ſevere it may 
. is well ſupported by holy writ; The ſa- 
< crifices of the wicked are an abomination to the 
% Lord.” Prov. xv. 8. And, „much more 
<<. when they are preſented with a wicked mind.“ 
Ch. xxi. 27, Such an offerer, faith the prophet Iſ. 
lxvi. 3, © is as a murderer in God's ſight when he 
& killeth an ox, or if he offer a lamb, it is as if 
ge cut off a dog's neck ;” a creature ſo vile under 
the law that it was not redeemable”, 
Our bleſſed Lord in his pilgrimage below, once 
faid, * 3 ſhall come, n the dead e 5 
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#8 the ice bf tie Son of God: and they that hear 


«aft Hive one of theſe bleſſed days Saul of 


Tatfos"faw} When filled with rage and madness 


agditft che folders of Jeſus he obtained letters 
from che High prieſt to Damaſeus, that he might 
bring to prifon 
maehen ALY, ee 

It does not appear that all his phariſaical holi- 
neſs, had any voor but that of corrupt nature; and 
where the tite is not firſt made good, it is in vain 


to expett any fruit but bad. It is highly Tres 


ble, that life-giving word, which the Lo 
ſpake; was the firſt beginning of ſpiritual life in 


his but; and now iris faid of hint to Annanias, - 


Behold be prapetb. Acts ix. 11. When Peter 
preached on the day of pentecoſt, and the bleſſod 
ſpirit accompanied his word with an extraordina- 
ry power, brooding over the dark and uninform- 


ed hearts of thoſe that heard; they began imme» 


diately to breathe the ſerious and pious enquiry, 


h men and brethren what ſhall we do? Acts ii. 37. 


From theſe inſtances you may obſerve what is 


the firſt and loweſt degree of the ſpiritual life; a 
15 pious, breathing, and an holy hungering after God. 


The incorruptible feed thus ſown in the heart, 
ſometimes like ſeed caſt into the ground in vin- 
ter, lies buried as it were beneath the rubbiſh of 
the carnal, ' ſenſual and earthly mind; and is 


ſcarcely ſeen to bud or bloſſom in any holy duty, 


by. reaſon of a multitude of diſcouragements on 
one hand, and manifold allurements on the o- 
It is in this" ſtate the ſoul ſeems ſuſpended 
betwixt hope and fear, defiring yet diſtruſting, 
determined to follow after, yet almoſt deter, 
72299 the 


and death, all that he found in 
Y LIM ent 8. - mae 


—— ——— — 


y quiet the upper hand and if 4 deſire Ate 
dbemains at all it 


3 EE 


8 S 
«his preſent lie, ſrem at ſomt times to have 15 


aa 
that it. is ſcarce /perceptible, Ter dealer 
thom ferble one; Neſus does uuf 
reed, nor quench the ſmoaking f Hoa fro 
s; break forth into a ** 
27 5 


there can be fire 


love r 
1 flame; 


lire nor flame appear; and Jeſus will 167 quench 
it. The ſeed ſown in the heart, is like 2 

into the fea z it is: ſpark from Jefus, 

a ſpark of heavenly love, and many waters can- 

| — it. The ſeed ſown in the heart is in- 


e's it is a living and be- givi princi- 
ple, and although like a grain of mu farc. feed, 


2d. The work of grace has 
in che firſt ſtages of life; they have longed 


God; delighted in his word, and in every 7 plow 
path; have bowed in ſeeret at his footſt 


fought where to weep before him in ſecrer,. and. . 


pour our the tender ſoul in fervent prayer at a 


Throne of grace. Such a devout diſpofition has 


appeared perhaps for many years, and afte tis, 
all has ſcemed cold and dead and cartel loſt. _ 
Yer you mult obſerve, where the foul is truly e. 


remorſe, will-tillfollow the ſoul, and imbinter all 
it's ſweets ; will frequently extort and force it W 
reſolve to turn again to God. The conſcienve of 
ſuch perſon, will never fail to viſit him wherr a- 
warn if 2 all day from God, God's vice- 


gerent 


t the . | 


it may eee for all 18 cb 
within; yet there may be ſmoak where neither 


Sau grow to a large n 
in tome 


generate and born of the ſpirit; cohviction and 


nne 
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gerept. will be; to mect with him at nige; | 
7 ful. thus. horn of God igo on in ſing 
will be wounded. in the very act; nor wins 
bleeding conſcience ever ſuſſer him to be at 
all he ig brought to bewail his ſins, an 
confeſs big. wickedneſs, lying or the foes 
the bleeding Ieſus. 5}, 08-28 
ſhould: aſk a perſon ibis ſtate, ho 
pleaſed with ſin, and flight and 
W ſervice af the . - 
be, that he is ſo far from taking'pleaſure in ſin, that 
he hates it from his very ſoul; and is far from 
allowing that which he and although ſays 
he * I confeſs with ſhame that 1 neglect che fer- 
9 vice 55 God, and hereby may ſeem to flirt 
* it, yet, I deligbt in bis law after the inner man; 
4 for ſaith he, it is not I that do evil, (ĩnaſmuen 
< av] While, eee fin that d ei- 
4. lth in me.” 4-464. £8, AH: 
"When. 6 uind breaths ner 
life into the ul, it infuſes a moſt extellent an. 
tidote for expelling that diabolical poiſon of pride 
out of the heart; for ſuch an one conceives him- 
ſelf to be dhe vileſt creature upon earth; and 
many in this view: of themſelves could have been 
8 glad had it been poſſible, to have changed their 
| cotidinion wich the meancſt animal or vileſt rep- 
11 tile. Holy David ſays of himſelf, I am 4 very 
worn, and nd man; bleſſed Paul, I am the chief of 
/inuers ; and the publican in the temple, froma 
conception of his own unworthineſs, would not 
ſo, much as liſe up his eyes to heaven; but ſmote 
upon his breaſt; ſaying," God be merciful t m 
inner. Little do poor trembling ſinners thinle 
what: e the Lord has at 
that 
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191 


nnen 


ER . 


1 them, and whatia, foundation ri 
| bes is laying, oem hearts, for glorious er 1 
nit. Ati it Arc 54 ee ne | 
in Bion band ir l. to perſuade; 40% pom in ait, A 
iat t beirs is tb kingdom of. G whereas in Jaet, | 3 

they are bleſied, whule they mom that ble 

zs ſo far from thech, and while chey ſeem to ſeek 

an abſent God, God ſets up his a with * 
them, and in them. How full of conſolation, 
and how pertinent to this, are the Words of Iſ. 
9 ch. vii. — 7 I dwell, ſaitiu the Lord, in the 
high and holy place, with him alſo that is of a 
contrite and humble ſpirit. . It is the proper- 
ty of grace to humble the haughrineſs of man, 
and — higher a perſon riſes in che attainment 
of this, the lower he will always ſink in his own 
eſteem ; it was wiſely therefore ſaid of ond, (We 
A muſt 80 down to come at heaven, . at is, 
. in our own eyes. I ſuppoſe. Farr 
ing thus, you are ready to afk;, What was 
the publican then you have juſt mentioned, and 

25 [dine — Gn great ſigus of humility, ſuch 

an abundant partaker of grace? IL anſwer, that 
he bad grace cannot be denied, for without this 

he could not poſſibly have ſeen his own deforthity, [| 

for darkneſs diſcovers not darkneſs, but hut ſorver 0 

| mateib manifeſt is ligbt. Again, it is certain he 51 

= - had more grace than the boaſting ph 3 la whoſe 91 

haughty heart, a ſtranger to grace, diſdained him; | 

for be went down to his houſe guſitfied' rather than. 

ibe otber; but had both been deſtitute of grace, 

there could have been no reaſon for preference. 

Again, as the publican was a partaker of grace, | 

he muſt-have been regenerate; ſiace all grace inn 

_— is the effect of the ſpirit's work upon the or 


ſoul, 0 


126 
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ſdul, and there is no 9 ptevidus | 
e enen 
Athly, When the divine li t, ſhines into he | 
faulj and leads a ſinner to the knowledge of him: 
1 . he preſently begins to ſet at nought an Joath 
901 I loom el for, ſays he, I have it 
doi true, had a form of godlineſs. 1 have ted 
ie ſeriptures, and heard the word preached at 
0 almoſt every opportunity; I alſo have prayed 

1 1 with my family, and have been careful to 
ood character in the world; I have dif- 
2 age my apt debts, and often relieved the 
*: neceflitaus. + But continues he, I did all theſe 
things from 1 0 of love to myſelf; and 
® not to God uld at any time have been 
glad he would have diſpenſed with the ſervices 
I did; for 1 had no pleaſure in the work, my 
10 e was upon the wages z and could I. have 
168 aſſured in any moderate degree, that hea- 
| eve could have been obtained without this ſhew | 
.& of holineſs, I ſhould. preſently have relinquiſned 
Xe bore Lag bee! love to.“ Boy ods one 5 


* * 2 of in, when in competition with my 
* fellow. worms, but when weighed in the balance 
« of the ſanctuary, they would have been found 
99 * altogether lighter than | vanity.” Thus a ſoul en- 
| ; lighcened by the ſpirit of Godexclaims againſt all 
0 1 goodneſs, and ſelf laboured — 
ere 


1 b % 


| wwhervin won ext fo 
that all ſuch righ/coleſneſes de hut 

this arcnit” goodneſs wins Bt lte . 

"beter is now led to fer 


nead an evil and corrupt heart; and then 5 | 
 beives;,"chey muſt needs be aft affe inpure, fo 
they had ited from one fountain; e 
not ſend forth boch fweer and Bitter bene 
Here ke males u ftard, and ſurveys himſelf by 4 
Se from above; and fees fe natur all 
| and unclean; and that == 
art, -Frortf che ct of the bead, 
AE the feet; there is hothitig 5a. . | 
a Buer, and putrify ing fores, which bar not 
ur f been bound uß, neither 2 hen with nA 
ment” He nn "appears to himfelf to be 1 35 
a*whracle of fin, and þ © ped mer det Wine 
nethitis! to pleat in his on behalf, 122 
ound gufley, +'coMftfained to confeſs, Tae n. 
a dba Jha” f u "into tber, 0 then 7 
of mn, He em no longer think of repalrißg t 
breathes; becauſe he fees himſelf alrogether' Ti 
and is conſtrained to own, I know that in 
m, that is, in ny fliſb, there bell "no food "thing, F 
Note how difficuſt it is to perſyiade one in this 1 
caſe; chat the feeds of immortalty are teally ou 
in his nature, and that theſe are the buddings of 
heavetily glory hereafter to be petfected is his © 
ul; yet what can be more” certain ; he did not 
aboays' ſbe himſelf in this condition, becauſe he 
had no night whereby to ſec; and unleſs it could 
be>ſuppoſed, that the foul fees, and Knows, i, 


taſtes, before it lives; ail which is groſly abfſy 
ie —— hat: Fpiritual life 1s begun, _y 1 
u 
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db i regenerate; bom of God, and ſhall not cane 


men condernpation.. | : 623 583 0d 
It i here, chat many have had ſtrong der 
—— and earneſt wiſnies for ſalvation, with ſome 
degrees of joy and comfort in the means of ob- 
taining it, who in all human probability died im- 
penitent, were theſe regenerated and born of God 
It is readily granted that many have deſired ſalva- 
tion, and earneſtly wiſhed. for heaven, whoſe 
deſires and wiſhes did in no wiſe ſpring from true 
grace in the heart; but from the ſtings of natural 
po range the fears ariſing — of after 
This is very common when perſons are 
either — with ſome ſudden, ſtriking, and 
ed providence; or when threatened with 
death and the awful thoughts of a future ſtate, to 
which before time, they had too little attended. 
Self-love,” naturally prompts to ſelf-preſervation, 
and the apprehenſions of danger, naturally rquſe 
the moſt careleſs; and ſupine to ſeek ſecurity ; but 
who can be ſo inattentive as not to obſerve daily 
ſome of theſe, raiſed from ſick beds, ſnatched by 
_ a kind of miracle from the pony grave, or 
thrown into the greateſt commotions 7 the death 
of a friend, or relation, or ſome unexpected and 
afflicti ve providefice, or threatning calamity, re- 
turning at the removal of the rod like a dog to 
its vomit, or a ſwine to its wallowing in the mire. 
It is no uncommon thing for perſons to wiſh for 
heaven, who have no reliſh for holineſs on earth, 
1 find any e there, were 
it poſſible, they could be indulged in their vain 
deſires; the paradiſe ſpoken of by Mahomet, 
might ſuit their unrenewed taſte, but the holy, 
3 — exalted pleaſures, the chriſ- 
tian 


+. 9 OWE RM ON V. 


do the carnal mind; for as the natural man diſcerns 


not the" things of the _ of God, becauſe they 
are ſpiritual, for the ſame reaſon 

empty and unſatisfactory to him. 
Again, we have goodauthority to affim, that fome 
may hear the word with joy, and immediately pro- 
duce ſome ſigns of grace, and yet are not regenerat- 
ed; the feed did but fall on om ground. Yea ſome 
may for a ſeaſon run well, and apparently produce 
more fruit than others, ho produce better; and 
yet bring nothing to perfection; the ſeed fell 


among thorns, and is choked. Whereas, the truly 


regenerate hear and underſtand the word, re- 
ceive it cordially,” and bear fruit to | 

Sthly. Where the ſpirit of God has begun 
upon the heart, he lo humbles it from a ſight 


of 


its own helpleſſneſs, that the perſon is willing and 


deſirous to be ſaved any way infinite wiſdom ſhall 
appoint, for be ig nom made willing in the: day o 

Gakryonn and the language of his heart is, 
Lord, what wouldeſt thou bade me to do? When 
Jeſus Chriſt is holden forth to him in the goſpel, 
as every way ſufficient to felieve and ſave him, he 
[preſently ſees ſuch a ſuitableneſs in him, to his 
forlorn condition, that he longs to embrace him, 
and is content to caſt himſelf upon him; and this 
is an act of faith, in the firſt, or loweſt degree. 
As a new born child, can receive no kind of food 
ſo ſuitable for nouriſhment as milk, ſo the new 
born child of God, can receive no food or nouriſh · 
ment ſo agreeable, and ſtrengthening, to the 
ſpiritual nature it now partakes of, as the word of 


God; called by the Apoſtle, the fincere mill of 


ide word. The reaſon” of this is, becauſe: the 
= | word, 


it is, they are 
; Wand 


awork - 


G. A „ D 


filthy and vile, and rejoices in the righteouſneſs of 


and the loweſt de 


CDG VVV 


8. E K* O N V. ad 


word, is the word of God, n Jeſus 
Chriſt; # is tbe Roſpel of bis ſon, and ſalvation 
to ſinners through him; and as ſalvation is by 
faith,” ſo the foundation of faith is the , for 
ſaith comes by bearing this word, the 'w | 
God. Such perſon now renounces (for the mtv 
before Dentioned) all his own righteouſneſſes as 


Chriſt holden forth in the goſpel; therefore he 
willing] ly takes Jeſus for his prieſt, by whoſe ſa- 
crifice his fins are 8 and who being now 
entered into the > as: holies, takes away the 


| _ of his holy 


as now an ear on to inſtruction, and is 
convinced of his own fooliſhneſs, for, ſays he, 1 
was even; as a beaſt before tbet; he 'aflcs wiſdom 
from above, and the language of his heart i 
2 Lord, for thy ſervant bearetb. Chriſt is no 
glad! y accepted in the character, and — 


prophet ; and the words of his mouth are ſweeter 
than honey, or the honey- comb to his taſte; he 


like 5 ſits at the maſter's feet, and catcheth 
We 2 the words that have fallen from his 
= lips, and are, as dictated by his bleſſed 
t left on record in his book, Tell this man 
cher ths Maſtab muſt reign, and ſubdue all his 
foes ; it is well ſays he, I am content that he 
rule over me and in me; I am taught in his 
„ word that” bis yoke i eaſy, and his precepts are 
noi grie vous. Thus the weakeſt babe in Chriſt, 
receives him, in the fulneſs of his offices as im- 
partially, and e as the aged father; 
faith, as avitically, as 

the ſtrongeſt believer for in the ſmalleſt 
degree, as it | Ig * 
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and.deprive 
you, are; eirs 6 = 
led by your 


throng ibs by not; ſettling the, perſuaſion, of 
* Our con ition in your hea 


art 5. 46: auſe.a 
5755 you 15 d add 0 552 5 


glory, Ke in 0 = 
Plage 1 elt 9 N Kee N 4 


exerciſed with. various 104 ſore te "ary ns; 
call to 1 the peaceful, nude hat is oy 
leryed;tor,you, reſerved in heave of an inbe- 
rMance leg e Fs ng fadeth not 
Lars „ there. the 1 9 ce oubling, 
27 — at reſt 3 no N nor 
rail 5 vou there, ay, ; doubts, 0 fears, 
no unbelief, or hardneſs of heart, ſhall, grie 
Jour, peaceful ſouls ; bur Jeſus, whom. ye. — ay 


UW Gli, will feed you, with his 8 . 
in 
ch hien. 


avenly ra tures. your hearts, 920 7 
1 his bleſſed face, and: ye ſhall be 
ever an ever... "wy Pa 
Again, while you are DIETS ke er 45 
13 ſtrangers 


ern N | OY 


ina land, ofien think kew great 


hb happinefs and ſafety is, in that God is your fa- 
ther; more careſul, 1388 indulgent and render; 


than any of your fathers by the fleſh, and infinitely 


better able'to 27905 to all your wants; his 227 
ate always upon*you, that be Keith m. may guide 
you in the way that he ſhall chuſe ; his merciful ears 
are ever open to your proper he marks your ſighs, 
notes down your groans, and treaſures up your peni- 
tent tears in Hits bottle. What power therefore ſhall 
poet 1 1 you when omnipgtence is your guard; 
r who mall ITY your Touls into condemnation, 
which are Nov ht 1 blood divine, and acquit- 
ted by the eue ſentence of the judge of all 
the 1 Think often on thoſe use 
wy of "our Bede Lord, fear not, litile flock, 
2 = Father's good plea re to give you the 
"and if it be his gracious and unaltera- 
ng rpoſe to give the greater, will he withold 
ele? ? No, is no wiſe thy bread and thy water, 
— wook and thy flax, ſaith the prophet, Pall be 
e unto thee, and your God and Father will 
ive grate, and glory too, and ruery good Thing 
to them that walk uprightly.” 
Again, how highly are ye honoured, and how ſe. 
curely kept, in that the heavenly warriors have the 
care of you ; for faith the a the angels of the 
Lord pitch their tents round about thoſe that fear bim, 
35 guard and guide 155 in your way to your Father's 
houſe in heaven; for, they are miniſtring ſpirits to 
the heirs « fl ſalvation ; although an hoſt therefore 
ſhould p againſt you, and 2 you have 
mb wiſdom ＋ might to go out againſt them; let 
"not your bearts be troubled, neither be ye afraid, 


for the Lord Cod omnipotent reigneth, and ye 15 


+» & 54>. £. £2. i. wr 20 


S E RM ON V. 135 


be ſafe beneath che ſhadow, of his wings. And 


are, ye then made new creatures in Chriſt Jeſus ?, 
Marvellous mercy, undeſerved grace! What. 
manner of lovę is this the, Father bath beſtowed up- 
an vou, that ye Huld be called the Sans of. G 
How does it concern and behove ye to walk wor- 
thy of ſo high a relation; nevet let the remem- 
brance of the Lord's kind and gracious dealings 
** you, for one moment be forgotten by you. 

a child born of noble parents is thought by 
wicked and profligate courſes to 8 fa- 
mily and pedigree ; how much more ſhould you 
think it a brand of infamy and diſgrace on that 
name by which ye are called, when by evil prac- 


tices you deviate from the ways of holineſs. Of- 


ten call to mind your on dark ſtate and condi - 
tion, n the Lord n in 
merey upon you; what might you yet 
— nay certainly have been to this dow af 
vereign grace, free and mighty had not delivered 
you; plucking you as brands from the burning; 
doubtleſs like others you had ſtill been going on 
in the ways of fin and death, wretched, poor, 
miſerable, blind, and naked, without the know- 
ledge of your ſtate, or concern to be delivered 
Often think of the undeſerved love of that bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus. who. did ſo. freely die, and lay down 
his precious life, emptying all his veins of that 
in valuable blood that circulated in them, a ran- 
ſom price for your never dying ſouls ; his tender 
heart was big with love and ſtrange affection, to 
rebellious creatures; and when. in you, O think 
upon it, when in you, O wonder at it! there was 
no form or comlineſs to recommend you, no vir. 


tue 
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the or goedneſs to plead for you; but even when 
ye were enemies, did the dear Redeemer die to re · 
_ concile you t God, — you back to hea- 
ven. Once more, you-are ch ren, born of the 
ſpirit, and quickened by grace, therefore the in- 
heritance is certain ; yet let me adviſe you to uſo 
with a religious ſincerity all means for obtaining 
more light, more life, more Joys more love to 
God and all his ways, 'a of faith, 
and a mote comfortable —— hope. — 
member our bleſſed Lord ſays, I camp into the 
world - that ye might have life, and that ye might 
have it more abundantly labour therefore to grow 
in grace and in the knowledge of God, and our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus: Chriſt; go on thr 
the ſpirit to mortify the deeds of the body; ſo ſhall 
ye live ; ad 10 peur fuitb, - weak as it may be 
ſuppoſed to be, virtue, and to virtue knowledge, 
and. every other grace ; ſo ſhall ye ſe more cleur- 
ly what is the Lord's good pleaſure concerning 
you;-ye/thall not ſtumble; at any dark diſpenſi- 
tion, but your calling wah elko ſhall be made 
ſure unto you. 44 ti 30-4 46W.-90 þ- 473 
I would next drop awokbef 4dvicetothe on 
men in Chriſt, may it be a word in ſeaſon, 
furthered with the leg of heaven. 
Lene to you young men, ſaith the upoſtle wy 
becauſe 3% bave overcome the wicked one, ye Rave 
taſted on the wh Bots is gracious,/and are not ſtran- 
to the love of our dying Redeemer; yet are 
ans not out of the reach of temptation, nor ſecure 
— poſſibiſity of falling; nay; your can - 
not entertain ſuch a thought, but it is an argu- 
ment that you are fallen already from that ſtate 
of humility, and continual dependance which brit. 
— - 
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by night, and let it 7 precious in Yor" dee 
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you. e mn 8 —.— | 

lets forth be inconceiveable bliſs that: 
rope . theref word is a. ſin- 
duling. |-quickegin e for while your 


meditating on theſe bleffings,. your af- 
56h ll bog. t.t9. catch the; fire, a 
ale ſoul to be drawn out with deſire t. 
ſolved and to be with Chriſt. ip glory). 

A word to the fachers, and 1 ve dong, 7 — 
the apoſtie Feter ſpeakin Nom 
"the God of all grace, w nh called! 1s to his 
« ternal glory by Chriſt J * alter that ye have 
4 ſuffered. 8. a dead. Holt. 


* Yer = proger pony learn, firſt, 


> oO ag ome: from God, 40 the. ſource and, 
g's „ That God. calls w 


R to eternal 8 this ſnort and trou · 

life is over, . 1 5 That this is to be ob- 
tained dy Jeſus. Chriſt. Fourth, That the way to 
gory is through ſuffering, , Bur, fifth, That this 

i] iſſye in their welfare. thatare thus called, for, 
- hereby, God will perfe# them. There is a defi- 
cieney in the 2 Jaints, ſo long as they are in 
the body, but leave the work undone, 
Zerubbabeys 1 pam laid the foundation, of 
rſtruRture, .aod.;his hands ſhall. finiſh ir, 
in a pious. pech in which they ſhall walk 
8 wearinela,.. or fainting.  Srengthen, in 


fach, ad hape, and every grace. Seitle, in their 
everlaſting habitarion, from which there ſhall be 


eh. Is. 1 ſo IP Ars ore GA 
were ſeaſoned with grace t your ſong 
. n things for us; ler your 
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hearts continually rejoice. in him be talking of all 
his wondrous works, and telling abroad his ſalva- 
tion from day why ih Ye OF UPs FOT9d 117104 2951 
Give to all that behold you, that you 
largely partake of the grace of God, by preſfing 
forward towards the mark for the en your. 
high · calling, the crown of glory © t fadeth not 
away; great grace will * y defire grace, und 
there is no period at which a gracious ſoul may 
ſtop and ſay, lam perfect in grate, perſtet in ho- 
lineſs, and pure from ſin ; except as every true 
believer is comp in Cb i. 
Be ye patterns to your brethren in the Lord; 

in faith, in patience; and in brotherly affection; 
always bearing in mind, that grace manifeſts it- 
ſelf moſt in an humble deportment; ye cannot 


poſſibly forget whilſt ye are in the body, that the” 


character beſt ſuiting yu is, 1 ranſomed ſinner 
a inner ſtill, though ſaved by grace ; yet one who 
has — — to come to the fountain open · 
ed, and whoever wants to have his beſt performances 
waſhediin the blood of the Lamb, and who at al! 
times needs Jeſus the high-prieſt to bear the ini- 
= of his 1 

mortality ſhall be ſwallowed 
perfection ſhall be done away, and ye ſand with 
- much boldneſs before the throne; made clean 
through the blood, and adorned inthe fighteouf- 
neſs of the roi and Join the heavenly 
harps in a ſang of ſalvation, glory, power, und 
doidition to God and che Land; 115 n 
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earth muſt Dok Me e And 
Nad what e eee Here it ye ſons 
of pride; — — — 
born knee muſt bend, and every 
feſs to God, fer unto m every Ee n bow, 000 
tongue bali fevear. - The boaſting Phitiſee- may 
_ and pride himſelf in his own” im 
and ſuperior holineſs,” may look don 
tempt and ſcorn on others; but Ho d de 
taught and told, for the Lord vill declare his 
2 righteouſneſs, and his works, for che) ball not 
kürn.“ If. vii; 12. The humbled foul 
tall ne and the ſubſtance of his bath ſhall be, 
of i the ee Pi a ne: 


= — text” bleflings, rigbte- 
onſneſs, and 1 and — ag 
them is, is 1b. | Righteouſneſs as uſed. in 
the ſacred ſoriprures, 8. term of various im | 
God's righteouſneſs. or the 


ſometimes — 
| . een. in his moſt 
law. exix, 142 * righte- 
© ouſneſs is an everlaſting ri — — 
6, Thy rigliteouſneſs is like the 
4 rains;” Sometimes the word righteouſneſe 
_ man's righteouſneſs, ones. meaſure of - 
bedience he preſents as adequate to God's righne- 
ouſneſs, and anſwerable to the demands of his moſt 
perfect law. - Such was the righteouſneſs' of the 
bes and phariſees which our Lord ſets forth as 
E — —— — ö — Sal 
cerning whic ſays, hey 
not profit tbec. And elſe where by righteouſneſs 
is ſignified that .righteouſneſs which our bleſſed 
Saviour wrought out in his moſt holy life, which 
is 1 imputed aothe * which is every 
way 
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e. And 
n hf Ke, reads 2: Geri — +. Heap 
3 non, . — we might 

made the righfecuſneſs af Cod in him 


ae the great apoſtle prayed 
2 Pkillip- iii, 9, in ppeſition to his 
N n e ee 1 en ve 
0 mine ume ; 
# he <p t that which-js _— 
hriſt, even the righteouſneſs 
f, 4 of an by on . faith.“ ang this J pre- 
the rig in my 
aue the-excellency e e won 
e you. the, eee — ary 
cou d We — oy 4 ms 
= rt of this. but guns ——— 
gcient dis point, and brings him in guilty 
a Riglation of the Wals. Man is unable 
ſueh abedience, and not continving — ml 
Wings Mitten inthe book of the law to do them, 
n n it's anathema hence God ſend- 
ſon into the World in the likeneſs of 
225 ES and for ſin, condemned ſin in the 
. ſſeſn, chat the 2 of the law might 
A de fulkilled.in. ho walk not after the fle 
e hut after the. Rom. viii 3. 4 
oh Has © h is the wand the la r righte- 
*. .quſgeſs to every one chat believech. I he dear 
Jeſus 4 is ſaid by the prophet Daniel, « to bri 
4 in gn-everlaſting 1 ighteouſneſa, ch. ix, 24. 
the obedience de genre the gry aan 
v el gout ban H poeriec 
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and e thut he is thereby” fad 60 
— and made it honourable. | 
No the inent excellency of this be 
onſneſs:appears, in chat the vileſt ſinner, the moſt 
ſturdy rebel againſt his God and kin poſſeſt there 
of thrꝭꝰ a gracious nutten by HY can ſtand 
with boldnefs before his judge, nor fear che threa- 
tenings of the injured-law'; but being now accept. 
tdi throngb the beloved; and having r N 
through his blood, the' forgiventſs of fins, he has 
— 2 and N — e a _ 


. Thie en 2 and Peet; 5 
*.— much eaſier to deſe aws im 
the mid-day fun; than to dudver any defect or 
imperfſecxion in the finteſs obedience of our bleſ- 
ſediEort-;” he was as n Lamb without blemiſh and 
_ without" ſpot in his holy nature, nor was his con- 
verſation chargeable with infincerity tl gies for” | 
br did g fin, neitber was guilr + wee in 
The ſinner adorned therefore with this ſpotleſs ; 
robe, we need not be ſurprized' to hear the bride- / 1 
groom ſay, bon art all” fair my love there is wo" 
ſpot in ther; the king now has pledſnge in ber 
beauty,” for ſhe ir preſented" to bim in raiment of 
needle-work, her cloar hing is of wrought gold.” This | 
is the wedding t which every ae | 
will be found to have on, and without which, 
will be no admiſſion intothe marriage cham- 
der, nor acceptance by the maſter of the feaſt, 
This is the bleſſing ſpokerr of in my text, a rigbtie- 
ouſneſsto/juſtify the finer,” « rightzouſheſs to adorn 
the ſaint, — which all who poſſeſs ſhall fay, fare- | 
by in be Lord, have I this righteouſneſs.” 
Again, this —— ſtands connected "—_ 
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the bleſſing of rengtb, the valuableneſs of which, 
is beſt known to a child of God, who above all 
others is conſcious of his ow/n impotency and 
weak neſs. By bis, he is enabled to withſtand the 
allurements of the world,: the oppoſition of wick- 
ed and ungedly men q and hike David through this 
the firengs/h of his God, he can overtop every wall 
of difficulty chat eneompaſſte him about. o * 
he is upheld under all his conſcious 
however aſſaulted with doutits and fears, or — 
ed down by huge mountains of unbelief, he ſtill 
| —.— Bold of Dy wh. 22 and finds him; 
ſelf ſupported, ſoſ that in the language and ſpirit 
of the d poſtle he can ſay, ben I an went, tben 
Ian ſtreng. It is in this engt the belie ver goes 
on to perform every holy duty, to mortify fin 
and ſenſualideſire, toi teſtrain and ſubdue every 
_ dominecring luſt and imagination, that would ex- 
alt itſelf — bo the knowledge of - Chriſt. Such 
are the bleſſings ſpoken of in the text, the man: 
ner of poſſeſſing which, is in nbe Lond. 
This phraſe here, may eicher ſignify, 2; the 
covenant relation in hich the believer ſtands to 
Oghriſt, and then he has af legal claim to the bleſ- 
Ang sand all the effects thereof, in eonſequence 
af Theil the fœderal head's having Fulklled- all 
| the articles and conditions of the covenant; and 
henee is that contraſt between the firſt and ſecond 
Adam, Rom. 12 —20 in which the diſobedi- 
ence of the former imputed to his poſterity ren- 
ders them obnoxious to condenination,'; and the 
obedience of the latter imputed to the children 
gives them a claim to juſtification and life. Or, 
Adly, the relative union that ſuhſiſts between 
* * and he believer, and gun Ibis is *. 
ully 
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intitled to the bleſſings and benefits reſulting 
End of tbat; which union is taken 
notice of in cheſe words, „ Thy maker is thy 
e huſband, the Lord of hoſts is his name.“ I, 
live, 3, and thou ſhalt call me Iſhi (that is my 
huſband,) and © thou ſhalt no more call me Baali,” 
(chat is my. lord,) Hoſ. ii. 16. Or, '3dly, 
3 and perſonal union ſpoken off John. xvy 
Lam the vine, ye are the branches,“ he 
ths abideth in me (drawing ſap and nouriſhment 
om me) bringing forth fruit,” as a living 
branch, , but without me ye can do nothing. 
And Eph. v. 30, ve are members of his body, 
* of his fleſh, and of his bones;“ and in this 
view it is that believers, live in him and by 
him, receive their all from him, and are complete 
in him. Or laſt y, by in him the believer may be 
conceived as having righteouſneſs, ſtrengtb, and 
all che bleſſings and benefits he ſtands intitled to; 
reſerved and ſaid up in him as in a magazine or 
ſtorehouſe, agreeable to that, the word was 
made fleſh, and dwelt among us, full of grace 
Ny 3 truth.“ John i. 14, and of his full 
| e have all received, and grace for grace,“ 
— , for © it pleaſed the Father that in him 
1 ſhould all fallnets dwall.“ Col. i. 19, that poor 
ſinners ho have nothing and are nothing in them- 
ſelves might live dependant upon him, and the 
life, chey live in the-fleſh might be by faith in 
« him z“ he being made of God unto them, wwi/- 
dom, righteouſneſs, ſanctiſication, and redemption. 
a O moſt precious and ineſtimable privilege 
| Brethren ceaſe your murmurings and baniſh your 
complaints; Jeſus, the adorable Jeſus though be 
was rich, LIE: 35-22 rich in all the glories of 
2 r 
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heaven; nds * BEAN 3 
ye who had nothing to recommend you to his 
mercy but your miſery, who had nothing to offer 
for acceptance, but a ſickly dying body, and 2 
ſinful and polluted ſoul, - be became poor, laid aſide 
his royal robes, and put on the rags of mortality, 
and had not where fo lay B bead; and for what 
end was this ſtrange and un parallrlied abaſement ? 
Hear it O heavens l and be aftoniſhed/© earth 
ht wat, thut vs through bis po verty mig hi be rich; 
rich in grace and a lively hope of glory, rich in 
all the graces of his ſpirity- rich in all holineſs and 
good works by that ſpirit, and, O comfortable 
thought! rich in che enjoyment. of himſelf in 
lory for ever and ever. Thus it is that ane ſhall 
v. ll ſhall ſay who believe in Bim, ſurely, cer 
tainly, doubtleſs, in be Lord, in union with my 
God, joined unto my Saviour and Kving head. 
a member of his body myſtical,” have 7 rig biaouſ- 
we/3 and ſtrength, righteouſneſs to juſtify me, fanc- 
tify me, and render me acceptable to God; I have 
firengib to withſtand in the evil day, and to perform 
an acceptable ſervice in the cloudy and dark day. 
The text thus opened and explained, preſents 
us with this important propgfition. That that 
righteouſneſs which the law requires, and which 
alone can give a title to glory, is only to be found 
as wrought out by Chriſt, and derived to the be- 
liever through faith in um. In order to make 
„ dlear and ſettle this truth, let us firſt attend to 
=_ - the enquiry, what righteouſneſs the law requires ? 
| 2d, Whether man has _ abilities to fulfill thoſe 
5 uirements? 
tft, 1 ſhall not here take up your time by pur- 
#fving the enquiry, manage * law of God was 
an 
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an arbirrary or neceſſary impoſition on the crea- 
ture man 7 doe ſhall take gang that which 
feems moſt-to conduce to the glory of God, whe- 
ther conſidered in the highly exalted capacity of 
a ſovereign, or in the more amiable and conde- 
ſeending character of a Saviour. In reſpect to 
the former of theſe, he had an uncontroulable 
right to command his creatures; yet, (humbly 
be it ſpoken,) his ſoverignty had a proper limi- 
tation from his eſſence; therefore all his command- 
ments and laws as thi effect of bat, had ne- 

ceſſarily their foundation upon, and were all iſſued 
agteeable to bis. The law of God then, as impoſ- + 
ed on man, was to be conſidered as a tranſeript of 
his holy nature, and was founded on his eſſential and 
immutable perfections; God was in himſelf the 
chiereſt good, and a conformity to his holy will, as 
manifeſted in this law, would be the creature's high- 
eſt happineſs: hence the ſum and ſubſtance of the 
law is, #hou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and thy neighbour as thyſelf. Now to ſuppoſe 
- a law accepting and approving, any thing ſhort of 
this perfect and conſummate love, muſt be to ſup- 
poſe it has it's foundation on-ſomething very different 
from the ſpotleſs nature and eſſence of the Deity; and 
as ſuch law would neceſſarily derogate from the dig- 
nity and glory of God, the bleſſed ſcriptures mas 
no mention of it. It may ſuffice to add, that the holy 
pen- men conceived of the law as moſt holy, inflexi- 
ble, and invariable; John ſays of it, fin is a tranſ- 
greſſionof the law,“ therefore the law is a perfect 
rule, ch. 3, 4. Holy David fays, the law of God 
js perfect.“ Pf. xix. 7. James ii. 10, whoſo 
„ keepeth the whole law, yet offendeth in one 
point, he is 1 all.” And Paul ſpeak- 
2 1 ing 
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4 thereof, aue, the law is holy, juſt and 


good.“ Rom. vii. 12. And it's perfection and 
or is ſuch, that by 1 no end can Aue | 
* fjed. Ch. iii. 20“½'“wQtꝰ 

As it appears thehs, 9 the Freak of God: re- 
quires perfect and uniform obedience, let us en- 
quire, adly, Whether man is ee abilities 

to fulfill theſe requirements. 
I ſhall not much detain you here with de view 


x» otherwiſe might be 4 that 


ſince Adam fell, his Poſggrity have no ground 
of reaſon to expect ſalvation. as the reward of 
ſome obedience, or the conditions of ſome cove- 


nant fulfilled by them, inaſmuch as no ſuch co- 


venant doth now ſubſiſt between God and man; 
Adam brake the covenant made with him, and all 
his ſeed in him; and it doth. not appear in God's 
word, that the covenant was ever renewed but 
with the ſecond Adam, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
We are therefore now to advert, not to what 
Adam was. before his fall, for God made bim up- 


right, but to what man now is in conſequence 
of that fall, and as his depravity appears in ſeek- 


ing out many inventions, many arts and ſhifts and 
wretched ſubterfuges to evade the force of the 
violated law, and patch up ſomething of his own, 


«Which ſhould be called an adequate righteouſneſs; 


though far enough from the form, and much 
further from the nature of the true and original 
one. When we ſpeak. of man's deficiency in 
power to perform the law of God, it is doubt- 
ful whether we ſpeak with accuracy ſufficient to 


repreſent the real ſtate of things; ſeeing that 


man's inability, (if ſuch, we; mult call ity) is: of 
a moral nature, and what he cannot do, is prin- 
cipally 
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cipally bectuſe he will not; therefore the promiſe 


in predicting the happy ſtate, and increaſe of the 


Meſſiah's kingdom, fays, “ they ſhall be willing 
in the day of thy power.“ Pſ. cx. 3. Nor 


is it to be conceived that the will ſhould incline 


2 


to that, which the whole man has ſuch an aver- 
ſion to; for ſin at it's firſt entrance into the heart 


of man ſubverted his whole intellectual frame, 


and left him not only devoid of all grace and 


gracious deſires; but drenched his ſoul in dark- 
nels, as touching his undenſtanding, in diftaſte- 
fulneſs of all ſpiritual employment, in reſpect to 
his affecliont, and in the depths of ſtubbornneſs 


and diſobedience in reſpe& of his «ll. - 


When the nn lovely and ever-amiable 
Feſus therefore is holden forth in his precious and 
moſt glorious goſpel, as a Saviour every way ſuit- 
able to the ſtate and conditibn of a fallen ſinner ; 
there appears in him no form, comliteſs br beau. 
ty, to attract the attention, or delight the eye; 
becauſe, ſaith the apoſtle, 2 Cor. iv. 4, the 
* God of this world hath blinded their minds; 


«- ſin hath veiled and drawn a cloud over the 
. ** underſtanding,” which nothing but a gracious 


gale of heavenly wind ean diſſipate and clear. 
All the ſuperlative and tranſcendant Joys that real 
religion can afford, are taſteleſs and inſipid to the 


unrenewed mind, which neither knows nor re- 


liſnes any higher joys or ſatisfactions than what 


+ ſenſual pleaſures can beſtow, for their minds be- 
ing unexerciſed in the diſcernment of ſpiritual 
things, they, ſays the prophet, put ſweet for bit. 


ter, and bitter for ſweet, that is, they prefer the 


falſely called pleaſures of this world, and the ſa- 


tisfactlons arifing from creature comfort, to the 
1 7 in- 
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and a ſincere conformity to his moſt holy will. 


And on the contrary, having no appetite or de- 


fire for the things of God, all religious, exerciſe 
18 unpleaſant and weariſome; they are alive and 
active in the works and ways of ſin, but liteleſs 
and ſluggiſh. in the ways of God. There is an 

innate haughtineſs in — minds of the unregene- 


rate, that naturally leads them to a contempt of 


the gracious method of ſalvatjon, and in reſpect 
of the Lord Jeſus, every unconverted ſinner ſig 
nifies his unwillingneſs to have this man 10 reign” 


over bim. Our bleſſed Lord may lay aſide his 


glory, bow his heavens and come down as a ſtran - 
ger to ſojourn in a ſtrange land, manifeſt his di- 
vinity, publiſh his goſpel and perform miracles, 
yet have cauſe to gle after all, ye wit * 
come to me that ye might bave life. 

Such ruin and deſtruction has ſin broug be in- 
to the ſoul, ſuch an evil diſeaſe has infotted man, 


that lague, earthquake, famine, ſword, and death 


in all it's dreadful forms; nqt even the thunders 


from Sinai, nor all the flames of forked fire belch-. : 


ing from the bottomleſs pit, can rouſe him to 
real concern for holineſs and heaven, if God's al- 
mighty ſpirit do not apply them for that end. 
Except. a man be burn again, ſaith aur Lord, be 


cannot ſee the kingdom Cod. The ſeed ak the 


word muſt fall in an honeſt and underſtand! 
heart, or it bears no fruit to perfection; the will 
muſt be ſwertly inclined b A 3 ſecret but power- 
ful workings 9 the bleſſed ſpirit, or there oy be 
no ry to, GUS and his beauty: muſt be diſ- 
led to the interigr eye, the eye of iſe ſoul, 
or 


e more ſublime; and ſolid comfort 
that naturally flows fromthe knowledge of God, | 


af Cod. 

'Theſoare fame of the ovelines of the picture 
af. in his lapſed ſtate, . deformed as it is 
which ſhould it be exhibited in proper ſhades ai 
colours would be much more hideous ſtill: and 
if chere can be any perſons in love with their 


own purity and performances, one may venture ta 


affirm they are ſuch as are ſpoken of by the apoſ- 
tle James, ch. i, 23, 24, ho beholding their 
natural face in a glaſs, go away, and ftrajght- 
way forget what manner of meg they were.“ 
God's pure and 
the deformity, 
of all his performances by ſin, appear; nor could 
there be any ſhadow of reaſon for men to talk of, 
or confide in, the one or the other, if this . 
carefully attended to. 

Now we may eaſily conceive fon the ek 
of this deſcription, what is to be expected from 
a creature thus depraved and lapſed in all its no- 
bleſt powers; what holy obedience can be look- 
ed for, where the heart is corrupt, deceitful and 


deſperately wicked? What works of righteouſ- 


neſs can proceed from a mind wholly averſe to 
thoſe works, nor can poſſibly in that ſtate, be 
ſatze#t to the laws that enjoins them? One ſays, thou 


requi reſt truth in the inward parts, yes, ſays another, 
but we are not able to order our converſation 77 


Why? becauſe in us, that is in our fleſh, there 
dwells no good thing. Suppoſe the ſcripture had 
opoſed a law relaxed and brought down to our 
fallen ſtate and condition; if that law had been 
holy, (and God could not. poſſibly put forth any 
nn 1 W it would ngt have bettered 
our 


SE RMON VI, 153 
ar the affections will not de fixed on . 


rfect law, is this Zlaſs in which 
the ſinner, and the defilement 
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our caſe at all; for it is not the meaſure or quan- 
tity of holineſs contained in the law, that the car- 
nal mind maligns and oppoſes ; but the quality 
thereof, bolineſs,, which being wholly the — 4 
of ſuch mind, it is not fabjed to that law, 
neither indeed can be. Rom. viii. 7. But we 
have here ſuppoſed what can never be granted by 
any means; what ſhall the juſt, the righteous, 
the holy and fin-hating God iſſue a law which 
neither [diſcovers the odiouſneſs of ſin, nor the 
immaculate purity the legiſlator is eſſentially poſ- 
ſeſt of! Hegxen and earth ſhall ſooner paſs away, 
men and devils ſhall all be eternally damned, 
rather than any thing ſo diſhonourable to our 
God, or repugnant to his holineſs ſhall take place. 
Think not, ſaith Chriſt,  ( probably to ſome of 
thoſe who wanted a more gentle law) that I am 
come to deſtroy the law, I am not come to deſtroy, 
but to fulfill; and untill this be done, not one jot, or 
one 'tittle hall be aboliſbed. Math. v. 17, 18. 
It appears from the enquiry thus far purſued, 
that the righteouſneſs which the law requires, and 
which alone can give a title to glory, is not to be 
found in man; ſeeing the law is perfect, and can- 
not diſpenſe with imperfect obedience, not even 
though it could be ſuppoſed to be ſincere, which 
in the ſtate juſt deſeribed, can never be produced; 
fincerity being as much a fruit of the ſpirit budding 
in the regenerate ſoil, and the effe4 of a work of 
grace upon the heart, as holy hungring or thirſt- 
ing after God. | Theſe things conſidered, we are 
now led more directly to ſhew, that a righteouſ- 
neſs all perfect, and all complete every way adequate 
and commenſurate to the law, was wrought out, 


” 


and 
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and finiſhed by Chriſt, and is imputed to the be- 
hever. - ct 371-2 v . . 

By the righteouſneſs finiſned by Chriſt, it may 
not be amiſs to obſerve in this place, that I include 
all that he ſuffered, and all that he performed; 
his active and paſſive obedience not disjoined, but 
connected, conſtitute that righteouſneſs I am 
preaching to you. For the ſubſtance of the law 
was, do and live, diſobey and die; man diſobey- 
ed, and therefore became obnoxious to the penal- 
ty, and fell directly under the curſe. Now let 
the offender ſuffer: the infliction of the penalty, 
death, or let another able and willing (as a pro- 
per ſubſtitute) die in his room and place; yet it is 
evident the offender is far enough from any rightful 
elaim to life, which was to have been the reſult and 
reward of obedience; but no obedience has been 
paid, therefore his dying for the offence (may the 
expreſſion be allowed, ) is but half way to life. 
From hence is appears that the aſſertion of a 
great writer had in it more plauſibility than ac- 
curacy, when he affirmed, + the law required 
only the alternative, do and live, or diſobey 
« and die.“ Since therefore, to reſtore fallen 
man, and give him a title to glory, it was neceſ- 
ſary to ſuffer the puniſnment due to diſobedience, 
and to perform what the law had enjoined, and to 
which, the promiſe of life was given. Our bleſſed 
redeemer undertook the completion of this ardu- 
ous taſk, and died to deliver man from death, 
and lived to ſecure to him a rightful claim to hea: 
ven. Hence as one evangelically ſings, Ne. 


e rtf ara: Jeſs 
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]Jeſus thou art my righteouſneſs, 


For all my ſins were thine; 


1 be, hath made him mne 


Nov as the e d 3 
Ser it could give him a right to life, let us enquire 
whether our bleſſed Lord has anfwered this do- 
fold claim fully and ſatisfactorily. Reſpecting 
the ſufferings of our Saviour we are to attend to 

the following things, 1. That he ſuffered even 


effects of ſin, and what the violated luw required. 

gd; That he ſuffered not for his own fins, but for 
the fins of others, 

aft. 1 ſhall ey here to Gbdbrwe any chin 

* concerning the dignity of our Saviour's perfon, 

fave, that when he who thought it mo robbery to be 

equal with God, undertook for poor ſinners, he 


nature too which had offended. As the ſuffer- 
ings of our Lord, were the moſtexquiſire, fo were 
rhey al the moſt extenſive and laſting; for no 
fooner is the man- child born, but the great red 
dragon ſtundi ready to devour bim; he was almoſt 
no ſooner born than he muſt be baniſhed, ariſe 
and flee into Egypt, for Herod will ſeek the young 
child to deſtroy bim. So great was the antipathy 


the enmity of che carnal mind begin to manifeſt 

ö itſelf againſt him; hence ſays the evangeliſt, be 
| came to bis own, and bis own received bim not. 
This cold reception he met with at his firſt en- 

trance into the world, and the evil treatment from 

the cruel and blood- thirſty Herod, were but a ſpe- 


cimen 


hy drach, harh boughr of God my peace 


unto death. 2d. That his ſufferings were the 


aſſumed a nature capable of ſuffering, and that 


conceived againſt the holy child; and ſo —2 did 


— 


oi . 

cimen of what he was to undergo, and a ſhort 
prelude to thoſe- ſufferings that d terminate 
in a ſhameful and painful death upon the croſs. 
To ſpeak partieularly of the ſufferings of our 
Lord would fill large volumes, © for he was a 
man of forrows, and acquainted with grief,“ 
his whole life was one continued fcene of forrow; 
nor did his forrows ceaſe untill he emptied all his 
facred veins, and outhis foul a ſacrifice on 
the accurſed wood. How awful is the repreſen- 
tation of this great cataſtrophe! The heavens are 
hung with mourning, while Jeſus is hung upon 
the tree; the ſun refuſed to ſee the ſhocking fight? 
focks of flint are rent, the graves of ſaints are 
_ opened, and the fleeping duſt ariſes at the cry, the 

awful and expiring ery of Jeſus, My God, my 
God, why haſt thou forſaken me ?“ The venge- 
ful ſword awoke in wrathful indignation againſt the 
man, that was a fellow to the Lord of Hoſts, and 
| bathed itſelf in the heart's blood of the ſon of | 
- 2d. All his ſufferings were the effects of fin, 
and whar the law of God required. Sin and fuf- 
fering are ſo connected together, that the antient 
Jews were wont to ſignify both by the ſame word; 
for as fin ſeparates from God and cuts of the 
ſtreams of communication between God and the 
ſoul, it muſt follow that fin is accompanied with 
that preſent pain and diſquietude, that the light of 
God's countenance, and his comfortable preſence 
never fails to ſcattet and diſſipate when enjoyed. 
It is probable, had there been no ſin, there would 
have been no ſuffering, ſince all our ſufferings have 
reſpect to our bodies, or our minds; but the for- 
mer ſuffer as they are mortal; all our aches, and 
15 - pains, 
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pains, and ſickneſſes, growing fromthe ſeeds of a 
mortality ſown. in gur natures, and are no | 
* than the harbingers, ot advanced guards of ap- 
| roaching.. death; ſo ſpeak the; oracles of God, 
Rom, v. 12. Sin entered into the world, and death 
by in. And the latter are oppreſſed with griefs 
and cares, partly ariſing from an union with, the 
corruptible body, and partly by reaſon of the ig ic. 
norance, doubts and fears arifing from, and being 
the conſequence of, the ſeparation between God 
aud the ſoul, occaſioned, by ſin, Such ſuffering 
muſt iſſue in death, was what the almighty 
reatened in caſe of diſobedience; ſuch was the 
ſanction of the law, and ſuch was the penalty due 
to diſobedienee;; therefore the law which manifeſts 
mixture of mercy to the ſinner, nor encourages 
. — to diſobey with any hopes of impu- 
nity, makes no abatement when it exacts, nor 
deducts from the number of en when it in- 
flicts., If God's, on ſon therefore, his only be 
otten ſon, his well beloved and co-equal ſon, is 
— in faſhion as a man, and charged as a ſinger, 
od's own Jaw ſhews, him no favour or reſpect; 
if, he ſeems to faint at the approaching hour and 
rays that the cup may pals from him, it cannot 
be granted; he muſt drink the very dregs of the 
divine indignation againſt ſin; he muſt bleed at 
every pore of his ſacred body, and feel the venge - 
ful dagger pierce his very ſoul, and be offered up 
800 whole burnt offering upon the wood of his 
S . D ü nene £4- 19% 
 »z4ly.. When we fee. the ſuffering Saviour bath= A M- 
ed in blood, and wading through a ſea of ſorrow, 
we may well be led to aſk with ſome in his time, 
Was he a ſinner greater than all becauſe theſe things 
8 d , | C11 


= 
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fell upon him ? But how ſtran is the anſwer 
No, in bim tbere was no ſin, for, be did ub fn, 
neither was guile found in his n The holy 
Jeſus was pure and undefiled in his nature, being 
that holy thing that was born of Mary, nor was 
there blame or blemiſh- in his pious, —— and 
ſelf-denied life; yet he ſuffered; but ſays 
At was the juſt for the unjuſt, that eters 
bring us to God.“ 1 Pet. iii. 18. We ſeſteem- 
1 ed him ſtricken and ſmitten of God and afflict. 
ed but he was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, 
0 he was bruiſed for our iniquity, we like 
had gone aſtray, and the Lord did lay upon him 
the iniquity of us all.“ I. liii. 3. 6. This was 
| reat end of our Lord's coming into the 
A he came 0 ſave bis people from their. font, 
but this could not be accompliſhed,” but by carry. 
Ing their ſorrows ʒ man had ſinned end man muſt ſuf. 
fer j Jeſus therefore the God, became man, that 
for the ſinner, he might ſuffer, and become lis 
Saviour; hence ſaith bleſſed Paul, 2 Cor. v. 21 
He hath made him to be ſin for us, who knew 
<4. no ſin;* and, „ We have redemption throug 
chis blood, even the forgivenc of fin.” — 4 
£195 : 
0 Thus we oth ſeen our Savicurfuffer; aks — 
that fuffering ſtilling all the threats and menaces 
of the injured and violated law, ſo that in reſpect 
of the purchaſe of his bloòd, that ſcripture is 
futtitled, Job xxxiii. 24. Deliver: him from 
ing down to the pit, I haye found a ranſom:“ 
120 us next attend to the obedience of his life, in 
which we ſhall find the utmoſt requirements of 
the righteous law ſo compleatly and perfectly an- 
ſwered, that even according to the juſtice: and 
righte- 


1 1 , . 


neſs thereof, it ſhall be added, be. /biall 
foe with joy y er he will render ae man 
eonuſpeſs, Ver. 46. A 5 NV 


= 
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to which the promiſe of life was made, in 
able to our Lord's own explication'th 2.5 be- 


and the hve ef our neighbour. In reſpect to the 


alkions, and the divine pleaſure ſigniſied concern. 
ing theſe, ſhall be the 1 1 the Perſet⸗ 
tion of his obedience. 

Pf. xl. contains a den of the 
Mediator, and ſets forth his great — ite 
undertaking man's redemption, agreeable! to 
goſpel Soſa, in the volume of the Juat it 
1s wriiten of me; that I ſhould in the fulliigfs'vf 
time be ſent forth, made of a woman, — 09 4 
the ſerpent's head, by dying for fin, and by an 
obedient life, in exact conformity to thy holy law 
ſhould bring in an everlaſting righteouſn 


for 
all the choſen race; and lo, I rome, with willing 


and obedient mind I come, to execute thy ever- 


laſting purpoſes, O Father, and reſtore the loſt. 


Behold me ready to do, whatever thy moſt righte- 
aus law requires, for I deligbt te da thy will O my 
God, yea thy law, which manifeſts it, is 3 
1 wy heart. | 

Theſe wordsanddedlarationsindictte the ſttot 
et affection to God and his ways, and agree 
to tlus profeſſion, 5 bleſſed ſpirit repreſents him 
as entering upon the ſtage of the world, and the 


Vork of his miniſtry, ſaying, Behold my ſer- 
6-yant, he ſhall deal prudently, and ſhall ring 
forth judgment to the Gentiles, he ſnall not 
* fail 


duced to theſe two principal heads, the luv of God, 
lowe of God, our Saviour's conduct in his words un 


— 


© 
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, e „il he. bath ſet 
judgment in the — and the iſles ſhall wait 
1 %; for is law; If. Iii. 13. and xlii. 1.4. Our bleſ- 
Bord began very early to manifeſt his love to 
when twelve years old, and he had tarried 
Wo his parents at Jeruſalem, wiſt ye not (aid 
* vga muſt be „ father's bufineſs? This 
this he accounted his meat 
e fink; his diſciples little underſtood what 
_ he; his hands, or what was neareſt to his 
dean, 
wg 


en they reaſoned among themſelves, ſay- 
bath any man brought bim ought to eat ? To 
| Phich the dear Jeſus faid, my meat is to do the 
_ will of bim that ſent me, and to finiſh bis work. 
When the jews in the temple at our Lord's 
doctrine, and contradicted his words, he juſtified 
himſelf, from their calumny and llander by in- 
fiſting upon the truth of his miſſion, the — 
of his doctrine, and the unreproveableneſs of his 
conduct; and whatever they might think of him, 
yet ſays he, I do always thoſe tbings that pleaſe bim. 
John viii. 29. hence our Lord ſays in David, © I 
have preached righteouſneſs in the great con- 1 
gregation, I have not refrained my lips O Lord, ['Y 
and that thou knoweſt. Pſ. xl. = And his | 
| obedience was ſo highly acceptable to the father, 
that with an audible voice from heaven it is pro- 
claimed in the hearing of the people, this is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed. So well 
wary: and acceptable was the obedience of our 
| that in the active, as well as the paſſive part 
thereof, it appe pears to- have been a well finiſhed 
work; and be hath left us an example that we ſhou!d 
. oo ape, and hath taught us both Ne 


L and 


which he did not exactly 
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and works, that witheut. holineſs. no mam af ſtr 
anleiten ius 
In reſpect to the duty af the ſecond table mene 
who believes in the dignity of his perſon, and ah 

perfection of that obedience he paid to Godzteah 
doubt of any deficiency in this. He who ſaid, 
as ye would that men ſnould do to you, ſo do 
ye alſo to them,“ preſcribed not a rule to others 
obſerve and walt dy 
himſelf, and therefore could boldly appeal 'tothis 
enemies, which of you convincetb ne of - fin: John 


vii. 46. In a word, ſuch was the perfection oi 


our Lord's obedience, ſuch was the compleatneſs 
of the righteouſneſs he wrought out by his holy 
life, and ſin- atoning death, that the top - ſtone of 
the glorious edifice was erected with a ſhout, IT 
IS FINISHED. New vas fulfilled the glorious 
work ſpoken» of by Daniel, chap: ix. 24. reconci- 
liation for iniguity, was now made by the blood 
of Jeſus, tranſgreſſion was finiſned by the ſacrifice 


af the bleeding lamb of God, and the ins of be- 


levers ſnould no more abound: to their condem- 
nation, ſince Jeſus had now paid the prioe of his 
blood to redeem them. IT IS FINISHED, an 


eve laſting righteouſneſs is brought in, a righteouſ- 


neſs ſpotleſs, compleat, and every way perfect, 
even the righteouſneſs of a redeeming God. 
It having been demonſtrated- that Jeſus, our 
Lord in his life and death, did, and ſuffered, all 


that was neceſſary to deliver the offender from 


puniſnment, and give him a rightful title to life; 
it only remains to ſhew, that this righteouſneſs is 
imputed, reckoned or placed to the account of 
even believes. . only Wins 

And this will manifeſtly appear, by adverting 
rr. 1 | to 


2 —ñ— — — 
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a bet Bas already beef advanced, namely,”thar . 
Jeſus ſuffered and obeyed, not for himſelf, or on 
hisow/accoutit, but for. others. Had he ft en- 


raged as A ſütety, there could not poſſibly have. 
g/ any obligations upon Hic to do, or ſuffer, 
ein 7 25 previous to ſuch eflgagement, he was 
petfectly hay and compleatly happy, being Co 
el bleſſed for eber. This is that preciqus 
e 1 rophets and apoſtles had an eye 
Unt, and ſo much rejoiced in. This doctrine 
was held forth in every bleeding victim, Which 
indicated a typical transfer of guilt from the of- 
ferer to the offered; and theſe had always feſpett 
untd the Lord jeſus, in whom theſe things ate 
realized, and Chat before exiſted but in ſhadow, 
now is exhibited in the glorious ſubſtancte. 
be prophet, Jeremiah foretelling che glories 
of his kingdom, and the happineſs of his time, 
faith, “ in his days, Judah thall be ſaved, / and 
„ Ifrael ſhall dwell ſafely, and this is the name 
&,-wherewith he ſhall be called, the Lord A 


righteouſneſs. Jer. xxiii, 6. Our righteouſneſs, 
how'e not by hereditary right, not of debt, that 
we could'make à demand of it, but our? by the | 
free. grace of God, beſtowed, not on the rich and | 
righteous, but on the poor in /Pirit, the untighteous | 
and finners, that they may thereby be made righte- 

ons, and accepted as ſuch. Danieltheprophetſays, 

te ſhall bring in an everlaſtin ene for 
whotn ? For what end? For the poor ſinner that 

Wants a covering, that imputed to him, it may be 

his acceptable wedding garment. Our blefted / 

Bord wanted no robe to adorn him, he was cloath- 

ed with Tight and majeſty from eternity; and the 
righteouſneſs he wrought out on earth was in- 

Mun Wes 37 tended 
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tended for, the of his blood; his Hip cha 
his ſpouſe; tar nigh be eb. Fl | 
Wl . Fa „and loarh- 
ing 9h Wi , The. dnl Je 

1 1 192 Tenders. unte man 
5: on og chat Tl like e When 1 he {too 
efgre. 2 5 ene eel 955 2 and” boldne 


115 the pre Lord. This ibi - 
| neſs, wrou Ce ne and 1855 1525 5 
unto us 0 1s by impytation FL 
to obtain. 7815 by! imputation; ; David: 7 
who. has righteouſneſs withoy K 3 5 
imputation; nor does the [cri ture know or 15 
any other way 18 falyation but by righteouſne! $, 
and this can only be obtained by i putation. Perf 
mit me 15 to add, and I diſmiſs the point, that as 
ps hriſt was no could not, be a ſinner but 
the d of ſin; none of Adam's poſte; 
rity could be gu uy: throggh his offence, .hur; | 
imputation; o. norie of ſeed. ( the ſecon 
4 can be righteous, . but by the 00 utatian 
his righteouſneſs ; hence ek the een he 
bath made him to be ſin for us, . * 5 
« ſin, that we might be made the right Rey 
« of God in him. 2 Cor. v. 121. | 
Precious truth] here is a pardon. 5 5 Silly, 
the condemned malefactor; ; here is a cordi 
heart, reviving elixir for the ſin-ſick fainting raul, 
- a, balm for the wounded, a releaſe for the eden 
a 4 for rhe debtor and cloathing for the 
nake 
Are there any amongſt you that hear me'This 
| day that live regardleſs of any righteouſneſs" 
all? 1 take it for granted then ye live regar 
K e alſo, for the latter can neither, be dee. 
tain 


Wa, not r, enjoyed without the FT s ps uk 


ne 
| Mt eſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord. What dz- 


What devil hath Behind you, and blind. 
L is ur minds! What, ſubjects to the king of 
ings, and live without regard to his laws! Ra- 
jonal creatures, and live as exempt from all ob- 


5 of duty to your creator! God will ſure- 


it for theſe things and cauſe the 1 
„and obſtinate offender who ſcorned to ki 

Of olden ſcepter of his love, to bow down be- 
neath the iron rod of his vindictive juſtice. 
"When Adam firſt finned and fell from God, he 
190 his nakedneſs, and ſought to patch up a co- 
vering; but it ſeems the God of this world hath 
ſo blinded your minds and hardened your hearts 
by finning, that you are unconſcious of your 
naked condition, . and can . in your ſhame. 
2 ye dry-bones hear the word of the Lord; © be- 
cauſe I have called, and ye refuſed, 1 have 

, ſtrerched out my hand, and no man regarded; 

* I alſo will laugh at your calamity, I will mock 


oy when your fear cometh; when your fear com- 


* eth as deſolation, and your deſtruction cometh 


as a whirlwind ; then ſhall they call upon me, 


but I will not anſwer, they ſhall ſeek me, but 
«© they ſhall not find me; becauſe they hated 

N knoedas and did not chuſe the fear of the 

* Lord.” Prov. i. 2-30. Beware there- 
* fore, leſt this come upon you which is writ- 

ten.“ Acts xiii 40. 

But adly, Are there ſome who ſee the need of 
ſome righteouſneſs to recommend you to the di- 
vine acceptance? And are ye diligently ( but vain- 

ly and unprofitably) employed, in procurin 


robe of recommendation, a righteouſneſs pe 0. 
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and compleat as the law that. requires ir? Perm 
me to caution you, take heed that ybur garnent 
be without ſpot or wrinkle ; one ſpor will\ſpoil 
the whole, and Teave you under the.curſe.” Take 
| hged it be not too ſhort, © you will be obnoxious 
to the malediction of the law, not only for do! 
ing What it forbids, but alſo for not doing and 
that in the moſt perfect manner, all that it com 
mands. Take heed that your garment be laſt 
and durable, you cannot ſtand in the preſehee>o 
the righteous God with a ragged thread-bare&coat; 
nothing, leſs can be diſpenſed wich by the pore 
and perfect law, than a flaming heart, a heart 
burning with love and unquenchable , deſire” to 
God and his works. Are you able to produce a 
ne perfect, ſo compleat every way? 
0, ſee your parents in the garden, attempting 
to hide their ſhame and nakedneſs in vain; be 
warned by their folly, and lend your ear for in- 
ſtruction to the Lord. Wherefore do ye ſpend 
money for that which is not bread, and your 
labour for that which fatisfieth not? Heatken 
e diligently unto mme.“ If. Iv. 2. have laid 
help upon one that is mighty, I have exalted 
s one choſen out of the people ; in his name 
_ "ſhall they rejoice all the day, and in his righte- 
< ouſneſs ſhall they be exalted,” Pſ. xxix. 16, 


LTD Work 
"Bar gay Do ſome of 4 5 ſee the neceſſity of 
a righteouſneſs, moſt perfect and compleat, and 
are you convinced that you have no ſuch righte- 
ouſneſs, nor hopes of ever producing ſuch. Hap- 
py for you poor naked ſouls, the Lord God will 
cloath you, not with the ein of a lain beaſt, but 
with the precious ghteouſneſs, the coſtly el 
b „ I e159 "_ iger ge bt E Hie wes "pare 


Pit - 


— 0?Q——— ue 506 hed os —— — 2 Is 
> * N 


ö 


PE RON VE 67 


pared by our gracious Saviour, on purpoſe to be 

— poor naked ſinners; and of which, 
the ins that were worn by our common parents, 
wire hut a type. This 'righteouſneſs,' will at once 
cloath and cover you, ſheltering you from all 

the blaſts and ſtorms of divine indignation, and 

vichly adorn you, rendering you fit to ſtand be- 

fore the king. This righteouſneſs is a compleat 
jering; not like Aaron's veſtment, (which might 

Dbeia/faint ſhadow of this) reaching only down to 

the knee; but like the long white garment John 

ſaw Jefus wear, Rev. i. 13, reaching down to 

the feet. This vigbitouſneſs, is the acceptable 

wedding garment, found in this, you are a wel- 

come gueſt. Bear with me whilſt I add, this 

righteouſneſs, is free, for every naked ſinner; ten 

thouſand worlds cannot purchaſe it; but true in- 

digence of ſpirit obtains it. This with all the 

gifts of God are free; free grace, free mercy; 

52 righteouſneſs, a free Chriſt, and a free hea+ 

ven ; come then ye poor and purchaſe, buy with- 
out money and without price. 

Laſtly, ye, who in the language of my text 

can ſay, ſurely in the Lord bave I righteouſneſs and 

Areng ih, what is to be expected from you, how 

do you find your hearts diſpoſed towards God ? 

Does this perſuaſion make you careleſs and neg- 

ligent? Does this precious doctrine lead you to 

diſſolute lives and licentious practices? Totally 

the reyerſe; they who imagine this, ſeem utter 

-Krangers to the holy, quickening, ſin-hating, God- 

g loving nature of ſovereign, divine, and efficaci- 

ous grace. Te labour not in mortifying your 
luſts, and ſelf-· denied obedience, to deſerve the 

good land, which is freely given you of grace; 

5 RA | | 5 but 
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5 ur eee, 
main, that ye may live to God alone, 


the higheſt and ſtrongeſt o 


< —— 


bits imrighteonſveſe an true. being 2 

f your life. Le have no reaſon to conclude, has 

Jeſus obeyed the law for you, as 2 co 

nant, and thereby gives you a title to eternal lis 

that you are not under the law as creatures, and 

tions to dene 

your all to your creator; yea, this ſuperlative in- 

ſtance of the divine goodneſs added to all his for- 

mer favours to you, muſt be ſo far from diminiſh- 

ing your obligations to gratitude and love, 8 

they are infinitely heightened thereby. _ 
To conclude, * the adorable Jeſus, has done 

fo much fof you, think no labours too hard, no 

toil too great, to undergo with chearfulneſs, for 

his ſake z preſs forward thro' every difficulty, 

faint under no diſcouragements, - ſhrink beneath 

no croſs, nor ſtart from any trial; let the hear 

reviving hope, of which vou partake, ima \ 

your minds and bear up your ſpirits in the glori 


ous work. Is your way through the world pain - 
ful and perplexing? Thanks be to God it is not 


long; and if your croſs be heavy, the crown, the 
bags, n * awaits Nane an be 
* . ; | | OS PETITE 
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If. when. Wwe Were enemies We were 
reconciled to God, by the death of bit 


Son, much more . reconciled we 


a 2 be ſaved by bis life, 


ET has been debated whether - hk 2ver wi 
or can be ſuch thing in the world as a real 
atheiſt in principle; that too many are ſuch 


in prattice, cannot be denied or doubted : The 


great teacher of the gentile Epbeſans, ſays of 


them, ye were without Chriſt, and “s atheiſts 


Din the world.“ Eph. ii. 12, and reminding the 
Galatians of the ſtate from which they had in much 


mercy been called, ſaith, howbeit then when 
ye knew not God, ye did ſervice unto them 
e which by nature are no Gods.“ Gal. iv. 8, 


therefore God even in theſe, did not leave him- 


ſelf without witneſs in their conſciences, of his 


— The ſame writer obſerves, that the 
<« inviſible things of him from the creation of the 
* world are clearly ſeen, being underſtood by 
85 wor things that are-made, even his eternal pow- 


Aer 
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er and godhead; Rom. i. 20. The bo ah 
wWiſdom of the adorable creator ſhine 


A ftriking magnificence in all the viſible pod 
| 855 oy conviction as 15 and wide as the utmaſt 


- bounds thereof ext dy are immediately 
Fas rnd up in m d loſt in — 
of wonder and 1 ben we begin to con. 


template the power of that arm that launched this 
huge terraqueous globe with it's inconceivable cat- 
| $0 of rocks and defarts, , ſeas and mountains, in 
quid air, to float as a ſhip on the ocean of wa- 
ters, How ftrikin eps 
how ſtrong the idea ĩt pteltins us wit 
« hath meaſured: the waters in the hollow of his 
„ hand?” Who but this almighty Lord ? & and 
e meted out the heavens with the ſpan, and 
* comprehended the duſt of the earth in a mea- 
< ſure, and weighed the mountains in ſcales, 
and the hills in a ballance 7 I. xl. 12. vs 
is peculiar to him, of whom it is beautifully ſa 
ge ſpake, and it was done, he commanded 
it ſtood faſt. Pſ. xxxiil. 090909 .-9“-. 
Nor does his wiſdem leſs diſtover itſelf in every 
part of the vaſt and wide creation; . for day 
unto day utrereth ſpeech ; and night unto night 
« ſheweth his unſearchable knowledge. Heknow- 
* eth the ſprings of the ſea, and is acquainted, 
„ vith all the ſubterranebous paſſages of the de 
6 waters; hell itſelf is — before him, an 
deſtruction hath no covering, He knows how 
* to bind the ſweet influences of the pleiades, or 
*©/Jooſe the bands of Oriſon. He knowerh the 
% number of the ſtars, and calleth them all by 
„their names.. D eee 
But what an de 0 the diſoovery of his 
MCT. grace, 


qc 


at by be oo and 
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. ghe manifeſtation gf his love to, ſin- 
ners? Manifeſted, what created mind can coll = 
eiue the tranſcendant greatpęſs thereof, in the 
ineſtimable gift of his only;betten Son! For this 
myſtery of myſteries, for the diſcovery, of this 
everlaſting love which was eternally hid in the bo- 
ſom of the Deity, we are entirely beholden to re- 
velation,.. Nature, although voluminous in the 
diſplay of , the, wiſdom and power of God, and his 
goodneſs in general as exhibited in all her works ; 
yet is unable to make any particular diſcoverie 
of his love and mercy, and although every her 
ef the field hath a voice, and every ſtar. in the 
firmament a tongue to declare and pabkſh the 
former; yet the cr0/s alone on which our Ze/us 
died, fully and ſatisfactorily makes known the 
-Jatter.. nan, :; wank; oye bein. 
That ſinners who had rebelled againſt their king 
and God, forfeited all claim to his favour, . a 
.tnerited the hotteſt hell, ſhould. be redeemed, and 
chat with blood divine, is a myſtery, that angels 
in vain deſire to look into. The beloved diſciple 
when meditating on this.myſterious ' mercy, mani- 
Feſtedito poor ſinners, cries out.in an extatic ſtrain, 
E what manger of love is this, the Father hath be- 
_ ++. ſtowed upon us, that we ſhould be called the 
Sons of God.“ 1 John ii. 1, and a little after in 
che ſame letter, „in this, was manifeſted... the 
love of God towards us, becauſe that God 
Ment his only-begotten Son into the world, that 
if we might live rough pr: Ch. iv. 9. This 
vit the important truth holden forth to 1. world 
/ih the word of the goſpel ; „ he that, believeth 
on the Son of God, hath the witnels.i him- 


-# Leif,” of chat tranſcendant. love, of God. in 
17K Nonnen . giving 
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9 g kis Son to d eee 
the bekief of this, is big wich confolation, big 
Vith Rfe- eternal. The finner that believes, H 
his fins were as ſcürlet, they ſnalf be as woc,“ 
the finner that © believes is Juſtified' frech 
from all things from which he could not 
«juſtified by the law of Moſes, Acts xiii. 39. 
This is the glorious truth, our apoſtle ſo C- 
| y and ' convincingly handles in this part b 

is large letter to the Romans, from whence 1 
have read my text.; and'the gracious fruits ant! 
effects of juſtification by faith are ſet before us, 
and treated of in a manner, beſt adapted to chear 
and animate the chriſtian, and worthy of ſo great 
Ape ken in the had of Chriſt, dd wis the a- 
poſtle Paul. N Denn 7 
The important doctrine of juſtification hee 


clearly proved, the chapter is introduced with theſe 
words, therefore being juſtified by faith,' the com- 
fortable and neceſſary effects follow, we hav 
peace with God, a bleſſing not to be bought wit 
money; acteſs, into the preſence chamber of the 
prince of peace; rejoicing in hope of the glory of 
God, with a joy that a ſtranger intermeddleth not 
With; we 45 in tribulation, for all things work 
together or good; and the love of God is ſbed a- 
broad in our bearts by the Holy Ghoſt which is given 
unto us. I ſhall not detain you in enlarging up- 
on, and deſcribing the worth, and exce wp of 
theſe effects or fruits of juſtification, which 7 
to treat of, would require large volumes, and af- 
ter all be but like a painted flame; ſeeing ſpiri- 
tual joys are beſt deſcribed by the engravings 
of the bleſſed ſpirit upon the heart, in ſenſible de- 
light, and foul-felt ſatisfactio n. 
9 1 paſs 
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therefore to obſerve: the declarations 
13 6, — 


juſt and reaſonable: way of \argui 
205 ——.— leſs;:: — the — 


leverance. . His argument ſtands thus 

loves another, hen at enmity, and la- 

burg to reconcile him, ER — him 

wh ,Fecencilederm =: . D 

"Bur God — mhes.: —— nners, 

in ve his ſon to die to roconcile us. 

— being recanciled; much more willhe 

dow, Jave 413-00:the ard. nb 1211/2008 

Or- 16 i» nan lia bas 

"if G eee us from hell-by'the-blobdef 

his Son, he will not withold the grace of this iz 

rig, which-was-alſo; purchaſed by that blood 

But God-hath, redeemed us unt bag dy we 

blood of Jeſus Chrift his Sonn nam 
_ Therefore he will not withold t oath} 

to 

Min 10 th ret 4A» iQ 


aſed 2 yas and which wil Wag 
a the — we have A 1 which is 
qur natural condition, oppoſed *to' reconciliation 
effected by the death of Chriſt; ꝛ2dly, Recon“ 


liation, or a fate of amity from whence to in- 


the cottainty af 5 unto us by 


his life. A4 00 ö r 


Our ſtate of enmity o or — uncotivertl 
ine, is deſcribed in a threefold manner, ver. 6, 
we. are ſaid to have been uurbhout ftirength, ver. 8, 
that we were funers, and ver. 10, e Wert unk. 
mies; a ſmall degree of attention to this deſcrip- 
tion, will preſent us with an aful pourtrait of 
man „ and his renovating your 


ble and ſoul-animating doctrine of che ſainte 
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and-have a rightful claim ta glory for the fake of 
Chriſt's merits. Were we finners ? Cre died 
Feu not bon us as ſaints, loly perſons, for ſuch 
we were not but for inneru, that they mij 


be ſaints, Were we enemies ? We are reconci 
bythe death q his Sn All our bleſſings there · 
fore are the price of blood, all ſpiritual com- 
forts are conveyed to us througli the vehicle of 
blood. Well may the | Redeemer, ſay in words 
like thoſe, Exod. v. 25. eue —— 
tourt thou to me.. R * et zu ga- 
Let the poor erembling dane whoin hin mm 
ap ion is on the verge of the bottomleſs 
pit, and who like the publican in the temple ſtands 
afar: off, and ſearce dare lift his eyes towards 
heaven; I fay; let ſuch poor diſconſolate creatures, 
learn ſome uſetul leſſons of inſtruction from the 
— n made on _ r _ 


3s God's love to — — — 
a and the whole worid when arraigned at God's 
bar is brought in guilty, not one excepted, for, 
all have fined, and come ſhort of the gjory of God, 
and there is none righteons, no not one. Rom. iii. 
L0--2 3. Now if there be ſalvation for any, w 
not for you as ſoon as any other ? For tbere is ub 
difference. The. goſpel of our Lord J eſus Chriſt is 
as freely preached to you, as ever it was to thoſe 
who: hearing and believing it, are now in glory ; 
and it is ſed to you on the ſame terms, 4% 
keve on the. Lord Jeſus Chriſt and ye Mall be ſaved; 
The faints in glory, of whom the ſacred 
of this precious paſſage is not the leaſt, (in hea- 
ven, although ſuch he accounted himſelf to ben 
1 r * 
208 y. 


— - — —— K ͤr—m——ͤ——B— — — —— 


SERMON VII. 177 


ly, ver. 6, for whom the Saviour died; and ſays 
the divine writer, while we were yet firiners. Jeſus. 
Chriſt did not poſtpone his purpoſed death untill 
theſe had left their fins and become righteous'; 
but he ſhedhis precious blood, to obtain that 
grace, whereby their hearts ſhould be renewed, 
and they be made —_— You complain that 
you are yet weak, that your lives have been wick- 
ed, and your hearts to this moment are hard and 
unbelieving. All this you ſee is no bar to the 
love of God in Chriſt Jeſus ; if God had not loved 
ſinners while yet they were ſuch, and in rich mer- 
cy undertaken to' recover them from that ſtate by 
a way worthy of himſelf, they muſt have remain- 
ed ſinners to all eternity, and ſuffered the puniſh- 
ment due to fin. There is not in this or any 
of the world a trembling ſinner whom the Lord 
does not look to in love, nor one that is bowed 
down and contrite in heart, with whom Jehovah 
himſelf does not dwell. 
2dly. Chriſt's agonizing and painful death has 
fully accompliſhed the purpoſes of heavenly love. 
He, the Redeemer of his people came not on a 
fool's errand, nor ſpilt his precious blood in vain, 
The price was great, glorious, wonderful. - The 
precious Blood of the Son of God, as of a Lamb with. 
out blemiſh and without ſpot. What could it not 
effect? It was the price of pardon, we had ſinned, 
the Saviour ſuffered; he died the death we ſin- 
ners had deſerved. Pardon therefore is purchaſed, 
the price, the inconceivably great and immenſe 
| ag is paid, Settle the comfortable truth there. 
ore in your hearts; there needs no ſecond pay- 
ment, for there's no after claim. The law wants 
nothing more, ſtern juſtice is appeaſed, and the 
M glori- 
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giovions work in every part is finiſhed. Nor ſuf- 
er it to ſlip out of your minds, that Jeſus died 
for ſinners, the price is paid for the poor, the 
| Poor in ſpirit, and tbeir's, as the purchaſed bleſ- 
| ſing, 1s the kingdom of beaven. Rejoice and be 
glad in your reconciled God, for he was in Chriſt 
reconciling the world unto himſelf. Herod and Pon- 
tius Pilate, who before were at enmity, were re- 
conciled to each other in condemning Jeſus; but 
God, and ſinners who were before at enmity are 
reconciled in the execution of that ſentence, thro? 
2 the ſhedding of his moſt valuable blood, for when 
| 18 We were enemies, we were reconciled to God iy the 
death of his Son. Therefore do ye daily meditate 
on the blood and death of the dear Son of God, 
and draw your cure, a perfect cure, a cure for all 
the maladies of your ſin- ſick ſouls from the Re- 
deemer's croſs. He bled the precious balm. poor 
wounded ſinners want, nor is his blood grown 
old, nor has it loſt it's power, He is a Saviour to 
to the uttermoſt for all that come to God by him, 
and whoſoever comes, . ſinners. hear and lay up in 
your hearts the precious ſaying, will in no wiſe 
| caſt out. | | 
| 3dly. You are hereby alſo taught that ſalvation 
is not but by the blood. of Chriſt, for there is no 
 - Juſtification but in conſequence. of his vicarious 
death ; therefore they who ſtrive and toil think- 
ing by their own ſeli-laboured works to enter in- 
to heaven, do but /pend their ftrength for nought, 
and their labour for that which ſatisfieth not. Such 
are thieves and robbers, they refuſe to come in 
by the door Chriſt Jeſus, and attempt to climb 
up and enter another way; theſe rob God of the 
| glory due to his name as the only Saviour. 255 
| : . v. 
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NV. 21. They rob Chriſt of his glory, in pre- 
tending to join to his perfect and compleatly 
finiſhed work, their own poor and paltry perform- 
ances z or by totally neglecting the great ſalva- 
tion, he has wrought out by his arm alone. | 
The Lord will be magnified in the ſalvation of 
his people, and had in reverence of all the ſaints 
the baſe and obnoxious idol of ſelf-righteouſneſs 
muſt not ſtand in the temple of the living God ; 
Dagon ſhall fall and Merodach thall be broken in 
pieces, and the Lord alone ſhall be exalted. I am 
God and there is none elſe, and I will not give my glory 
to another, the glory of my juſtice, which would 
be ſtained if I ſuffered ſin to paſs unpuniſhed ; 
the glory of my holineſs, which would be great- 
ly obſcured if I did not require a perfect righteouſ- 
neſs for ſalvation; and the glory of my mercy, 
which would be totally eclipſed if ſalvation were 
a debt that was owing for ſome creature obedience. 
Athly. Vou are to note herefrom, the exceeding 
ſinfulneſs of fin, and the obnoxious ſtate of the 
ſinner in conſequence thereof. How exceedingly 
offenſive ' muſt ſin be conceived to be, in the eyes 
of the immaculate Febovah, ſeeing that his only- 
begotten ſon, when conſidered as the ſinner's fub- 
ſtitute, is conſtrained to drink the bitter cup of 
unmixed vengeance z nor was there abatement 
made him in the price, of one drop of his precious 
blood. Not all the manifeſtations of the divine 
diſpleaſure againſt fin, in the moſt alarming and 
diſtrefling judgments, ſo loudly declare the re- 
ſentment of heaven, or paint the hideous monſter 
in ſuch terrifying colours, as the blood of the 
holy Jeſus, ſpilt and poured out like water to ex- 
piate ſin, and manifeſt to the ſinner that there 
"7 3 Wag 


was no other way for his reconciliation. Floods 
of water that ſhall deluge the earth and drown 
it's — 1g inhabitants; —— of fire and brim- 
| ſhall deyour- and depopulate whole 
| —— do not ſo much manifeſt God's hatred 
of fin, as the ſufferings of his only-begotten and 
well- beloved Son. - He was ftricken, ſmit ten of 
God and affiitted ; he was wounded, bruiſed, cha/- 
| 14 0 oppreſſed, and cus off out of the land of the liv- 
had done no violence, yet the Lord bruiſed 
— and put him ſo grief, The moſt exquiſite ſuf- 
ferings of our bleſſed Lord, are deſcribed and thus 
ſet forth in a variety of expreſſions, adapted by in- 
finite wiſdomto the-greatneſs and various ſenſations 
of ſorrow, the illuſtrious ſufferer. felt; by the 
evangelical prophet, ch. liii. who remarks upon 
the whole, that tranſgreſſion and iniquity, even 
our tranſgreſſins, our iniguities, were the cauſe. 
Settle it then in your hearts as a truth mo- 
— and undoubted, that ſin when it ſeems 
moſt pleaſing, is then moſt poiſonous; and when 
ſolicited to compliance therewith, turn your eyes 
to yonder croſs ; there ſee what fin has done, and 
be aſſured it is ſtill the ſame. And while you 


view the bleeding Lamb ſtretched on the wood 


of his croſs; aſk your heart, Whence is all this? 
What has he done? Wretch that I am, what have 
I done? Have not my fins faſtened. him to the 
croſs? Has not my unbelief pierced that ten- 
der bleeding heart, that now trembles in the * 
of death, and while bathed in it's own — 2 

flames with love ? O grace unparallelled, match- 


leſs mercy! can it be that it ſhould flame with _ 


love to me, a ſinner, and his murderer? Yes, 
. be ſovereign grace, adored be am" 


« 


\ 
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and ſuperlative goodneſs, the ſinners ſurety bleeds, 
the ſinners Saviour prays, father forgive, nor did 
he bleed, or pray in vain. And if whey we were 
yo without ſtrength, and ungodly, Chriſt died for 
„ much more will he ſave us by living in us; 
if while we were yet ſinners, he engaged by death 
to ſave us, how much more being ſaved he will 
live to intercede for us. In a word, if when toe 
were enemies we were recontiled te God by the death 
of his Son, much more being reconciled, we ſhall be 
ſaved by his — ; —— _ = — the ſecond 
principal part of the text, and which preſents us 
wich 4 Rate of amity, from whence to infer the 
certainty of ſalvation ſecured unto us by his life. 
Salvation reſpects, firſt, a deliverance from that 
death, our fins had deſerved, and to expiate 
which, the Redeemer ſhed his blood; bi, Elihu 
had an eye unto in that beautiful paſſage, Job 
xxxiii, 24, deliver him from going down in- 
to the pit, I have found a ranſom; deliver 
him; (Pedabbebu,) redeem bim, pay the price for 
him, not of corruptibles, gold or Aiver, but pre- 
cious blood, the blood of Chriſt, pure and ſpotleſs 
as a lamb without blemiſh. I have found a ran- 
ſom, (Copher,) a covering, Chriſt Jeſus the meſ- 
ſenger, tie interpreter, the one of a thouſand, 
the true Mèrcy- ſeat; in him I am pleaſed, in him 
my ſoul acquieſces, | 
This, our apoſtle alſo looks unto, ver. 9, © much 
more then being juſtified by his blood, we 
„ ſhall be ſaved from wrath through him.” Sin 
being pardoned through the b of atonement, 
can no more condemn, and the ſinner being juſtified 
through the redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus, 
has nothing to fear from the rigour of the law, 
| M 3 or 
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or the juſtice of God; ſince the former can pro: 
duce no indictment againſt him, and the latter 
has accorded to his free and full juſtification, 
The wuraib of God, ſays the ſcripture, is revealed 
From heaven againſt all ung od ine / and unrighteouſ- 
nes of men, but Jeſus Chriſt is appointed and /et 
| 22 to be & propitiation for ſin, that the ſinner 
t be . reconciled through faith in bis blood, 

and obtain the remiſſion of fins ; and hereby be de- 
— from the curſe, and freed from condem- 
nation. Sinners becauſe of their tranſgreſſions 
have. deſerved to die eternally, and to wail on 
beds of inextinguiſhable fire for ever; and no- 
thing but the blood-ſhedding of the Son of God 
could prevent it; for without ſhedding of blood 
(ſays the law which was but a ſhadow) there is 
no remiſſion, not even in the ſhadow ; much leſs 
in the realizin ſubſtantiating diſpenſation of the 
; goſpel. Buc f. ince Chriſt the i has died, he 

— made a full and perfect ſatisfaction for the 
ſins of all that ſhall believe in him; and notwith- 
ſtanding a ſinner may cry out in reſpect of his 
corrupt nature yet remaining, and the frequent 
ebullitions of corruption, O wretched man that 
„am, who ſhall deliver me from the body of 
„ this death? Yet the believer will ghyays have 
a heart-reviving anſwer in readineſs, I 4bank Gad, 
through Feſus Chriſt our Lord, I ſhall be delivered 
from the body of death feel, and from the death 
I might juſtly fear, had he not died to redeem 
me. 

_ 2dly, Salvation reſpects thas ſtate of bleſſedneſs, 
which Jeſus the forerunner is gone to prepare for 
his people; and concerning which he hath ſaid, 

| 4 will come again * receive you to myſelf, that, 
| where 
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where 1 am, there ye may be alſo; This is that ſal- 
vation, the finner made holy, enjoys in the light 
of God's' countenance; by which his heart is 
made glad more than with wine; and in the bea- 
tiſie fight of the moſt amiable of all objects, whoſe 
footſteps ſhine with ſuch refulgent brightneſs in 
the things that are ſeen, the workmanthip of his 
hands. The royal pſalmiſt ſeems to have had a 
hvely conception of this heavenly bleſſedneſs, and a 
_ thorough knowledge wherein it did conſiſt, when 

he ſays, Pſ. Ixxiii, 25, © Whom have I in heaven 
but thee ? What are all the glories that heaven 
itſelf can boaſt in compariſon of my God, a king- 
dom without Chriſt, can yield no happineſs, not 
even a kingdom in heaven; zbrones and crowns, 
&c. compared with him, are not worth a wiſh, 
not even to be enjoyed through everlaſting ages 
and in heaven too. But, fays he, Pſ. xvi, 11, 
in thy preſence there is fullneſs of joy. What 
can I want when I have thee ? Happy foul that 
can ſay the Lord is my portion, even while on 
earth theſe ſhall have no lack, and in heaven 
there is (Sebabb,) expreſſive word, fullneſs of joy, 
at thy right band there are pleaſures for evermore. 
So near to thee my God, I muſt be happy, thy 
munificient hand diſpenſes bleſſings in abundance, 
and from the ſmilings of thy face eternal day and 
infinite delights ifſue ; for theſe pleaſures, will be 
ſuch for evermore. Not like the tranſient blaze 
of feeble pleaſures ariſing from created good, 
which diſappoint our moſt ſanguine expectations, 
2 vaniſni taſteleſs in the higheſt enjoyment of 

em. By | | 

Precious ſalvation ! How marvellous the love 
that firſt moved it! How unfarchable the 2 


. E RMO N VII. 
e e enen 
free - e grace that effects it! Tis wonder all 
what fe is * It had been a mercy to have 
. the ſinful, obnoxious. creature from hell; 
but how. inconceivably high does that mercy riſe, 
that. exalts him to heaven; reſtores him to the di- 
vine image and favour; and confers a crown of 
everlaſting felicity | This complete and conſum- 
mate ſalvation, comprehends i in it, all that was 
peceſlarily er thereto ;z and which were ap- 
pointed and intended, as means for the obtaining 
be it... Muſt the ſinner be convinced of ſin, in or- 
der to lead him to Jeſus? This is a bleſſing re- 
ſulting from the death and reſurrection of he Son 
of God; * It is expedient for you that I go a- 
* way, for if I go not away the comforter will 
4 not come, but if I go I will ſend him unto 
you, and when he is —_ he ſhall reprove 
a the world of fin,” gc. Hence ſaith our bleſ- 
ſed Lord, Every man that hath heard and learn- 
ed of the Father cometh unto me.” John vi, 
45. The whole need not a phyſician, but they that 
are fick; nor will any be perſuaded to come to 
Chriſt, *cill quickened by his gracious ſpirit, and 
« made willing in the day of his power.” Grace 
inall its various operations on the ſoul, is includ- 
ih and becomes a conſtituent part in this ſalya- 


Al the diſpenſations of providence, adyerlity, 
proſperity, honour, diſhonour, contempt, ap- 
lauſe ; with all the believer's — bodily af- 
ictions, ſpiritual deſertions, tides of divine and 
religious joys; ebbs of comfort, damps, diſ- 
i and. darkeſt days of clouded experienc 
8 e in this * „ a] 
5 roug 


through the unſearchable wiſdom, and ſuperabun- 
dant goodneſs of God, conſpire to carry it on 
and compleat it. This comfortable truth is taught, 
in thoſe words, We know that all things work 
<< together for good, to them that love God, to 
c them that are the called according to his purpoſe.” 
Rom. viii, 28. This is the ſalvation our apoſtle 
has an eye to in the text, ſaying, If when we 
„were enemies, we were reconciled to God by. 
et the death of his Son, much more being recon- 
„ ciled we ſhall be ſaved by his life.” And no- 
thing ſhort of a ſalvation thus compleat in all it's: 
parts, begun, carried on, and finiſhed, we may 
juſtly expect and look for, in conſequence of the 
Redeemer's life; rejoicing in this, that if by his 
death we are ſaved from hell, much more by his 
life we ſhall aſſuredly be brought by him, and 
through him to heaven. | 
1ſt, By his life, below, from which we derive. 
a twofold bleſſing, 1ſt, By his patience and ſub- 
miſſion under the moſt e funds and the 
heavieſt ſufferings, © he hath left us an example, 
„that we ſhould follow his ſteps.” ad, By the 
exact and uniform obedience which he paid to 
the law of God, he hath ** brought in an ever- 
<< laſting righteouſneſs.” It is the latter of theſe. 
bleſſings, we at preſent are to conſider. The a- 
poſtle tells us, Chriſt was made under the law,” 
and therefore became ſubje& to all legal injun- 
ctions, moral and ceremonial z- at eight days old, 
he ſubmitted to the painful rite of circumciſion, 
a bloody ordinance, and was to him a preſage of 
his bloody death. When about to enter on his 
miniſtry, he applies to John for baptiſm, and ſig- 
nifies the reaſons of his procedure in thoſe wants 
| | | fſuffer 
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, fuffer it to be ſo now, for thus it becometh us 

to fullfil all righteouſneſs.” Jeſus ever went up 
to Jeruſalem, according to the cuſtom of the Jews, 

at all the appointed feaſts, and might be ſaid, 

(perhap s more eminently than St. Paul,) as ock. 

ing the righteouſneſs of the ceremonial law to be 

Led tem Nor did the obedience of our bleſſed 
d 


d terminate in the obſervance of ſhadowy rites, 
temporary inſtitutions; but with much great- 


er propriety might thoſe words be applied unto 


the king of ſaints, than the king of Iſfael, I 
„ will have reſpe& unto all thy commandments: " 
That ſcripture was juſtly verified in the cha- 
racter and conduct of our Jeſus, the law of God 
« js in his heart, none of his ſteps ſhall ſlide.“ 
The blood of bullocks, goats and lambs, the 
Lord had no pleaſure or delight in; but the ſa- 
crifice of a willing and obedient heart, the Lord 
uſres, and'is well pleaſed with, my ſon give 
me thy heart,” this the Lord Jeſus does, and 
therefore faith, 8 I delight to do thy will, O my 
God, for thy law is within my heart.” Chriſt's 
obedience was all perfe& and compleat, adequate 
to the requirements of the perfect law, and well 
pleaſing to the Lord; hence he is called by the 
prophet by way of ſpecial emminency, the Lord's 
righteouſneſs, If. xIvi. 13, © hearken unto me 
ye ſtour-hearted, that are far from righteouſ- 
neſs, I bring near my righteouſneſs.” The law 
of God receives it's due honour in the conſum- 
mate obedience of our Lord, and is hereby © mag- 
« 'nified and made honourable," in the eyes of all 
that look unto it. 
Our glorious redeemer was in himſelf far pe- 
rior to all law; Forge himſelf the eternal and 2 
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holy Lord. whoſe eſſence is the very foundation 
and reaſon of his law, and whoſe uncontroulable | 
ſovereignity. authorizes him to impoſe it upon his 
creatures; and being ſuch, gould poſſibly be un- 
der no obligations to obey. Hence it comes to 
paſs, that when this infinitely high-exalted being, 
made himſelf of no reputation, Phillip. ii. 7. (ekenoſe) 
emptied himſelf. of the dazzling glory, too bright 
for mortals. to behold ; and took upon bim the form 
of a ſervant, that all he did, and all he ſuffered 
was meritorious z ſeeing the law could inflict no 
puniſhment on him that was infinitely remote from 
all ſin; nor exact any performance by way of 
duty, from him, to whom all obedience was due. 
Therefore what he ſuffered was as a ſurety for his 
people, to ſatisfy for their ſins, and what he did, 
was in their ſtead, to give them a title to glory. 
And thus our Saviour is by the prophet Jeremiah, 
chap xxx. 21, repreſented as engaged in the moſt 
ſolemn manner, going about to execute the pur- 
poſes of his love. Who is this that engaged 
* his heart to approach unto me faith the 
* Lord ;“ that as the meſſenger of the covenant, 
he may propound'the terms of reconciliation and 
acceptance for his bretbren. This is that which a 
man ſhall /wear, ſurely in the Lord bave I righte- 
onuſneſs and ftrength, and the whole multitude of 
the redeemed as they return to Sion with ſinging, 
ſhall make this the burden of their ſong, be Lord 
our righteouſneſs. | 

2dly. The certainty. of ſalvation is inſured to 
thoſe that are reconciled by his death, by his life 
above. And the bond of the believers inſurance 
runs thus, becauſe I live, ye ſhall live alſo. John 
xiv. 19. That his followers might have no doubts 
; 2 of 
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of the certainty of their ſalvation, full, and final by 
him, he ſhewed himſelf; to them after his reſur- 
rection, at various times and in divers manners, 
and ſignified their ſafety in him in ſuch words as 
theſe, all potver is given unto me, in heaven, and in 
earth, Matt. xxviii. 18. of whom then ſhould ye 
be afraid ? Though an hoſt of men, and legions 
of devils ſnould aſſault you, it muſt be by my 
iſnon they can touch you. This comfortable 
mation of the believers faith and hope we 
find, Rev. i. 18. I am he that liveth and was 
dead, and behold I am alive for evermore, and 
*© have the keys of hell and death.“ Therefore has 
the redeemer _— the Kingdom to all believers, 
and none can ſhut the gates againſt them, Jeſus 
the great high · prieſt of our profeſſion, is entered 
in for us into the holy place, to appear in the pre- 
fence of God, not by the blood of others, entered 
he into the holy of holies, but by his own moſt 
ious blood, having thereby conſecrated a new 
and living way. And, having ſuch à great bigh 
prieſt, that is paſſed into the heavens, Jeſus the ſon 
of God, we are exhorted, and - encouraged, to 
come with boldneſs to the throne of grace, that 
ave may obtain mercy, and find grace to belp in time 
of need, Heb. iv. 14. 16. And are aſſured of ſalva- 
tion by him io the uttermoſt, ſeeing fays the 
2 be ever liveth to make interceſſion for us, 
chap. vii. 23. Thus by the obedient and merito- 
rious life of Jeſus the mediator, below, a rightful 
claim and title to everlaſting felicity is ſecured un- 
to the believer ; and by the power and prevalency 
of his interceſſion above, that grace is imparted, 
and all thoſe ſuccours granted, that are neceſſary 
to bring him to the poſſeſſipn and enjoyment. _ 
hes ; a OT, 
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of. Hence it is the apoſtle in our text, by a ſweet 
multo mais infers the certainty of ſalvation by his 
life, in conſequence of reconciliation by his death. 
I de doctrine holden forth in this precious text 
is; who are reconciled to God, by the death 


of his ſhall obtain certain ſalvation by the 


life of their Saviour. The truth of which will 
appear by the following conſiderations; 


.- iſt. God's love to ſinners is free, and unmerited;; 


this appears ſufficiently manifeſt in the verſes pre- 
. ceding the text; receives confirmation —_— 
page of the ſacred book, and is a truth I 

briefly treated in the beginning of this diſcourſe. 
The greatneſs of God's love, is moſt” fully mani- 
feſted in the gift of his only begotten ſon, which 
by the apoſtle is called a gift unſpeakable, 2 Cor. 


ix. 19. Heaven and earth with all their myriads 


and millions of created excellencies, bear no com- 
pariſon to this infinitely glorious, and tranſcendant 
perſon, concerning whom, we have that ſtriking 
deſcription by the prophet If. chap. xl. 12—19. 
In which lofty and elegant paſſage (not to be pa- 
rallelled) we have a declaration of his grandeur 
and greatneſs, in ver. 15, behold, the nations, not 
.acountry or kingdom, but the habitable world, 
the whole compaſs and extent of the terraqueous 
globe, are as a drop of a bucket; and are 
counted as the duſt of the balance ;” the duſt 
which is diſperſed by the ſmalleſt breeze, and ſcat- 
tered by the leaſt motion of the air; yea, He 
taketh up the iſles as a very little thing. Le- 
4 banon is not ſufficient to burn,” with all her 
ſpicy ſtores, nor all the beaſts that graze on its wide 


extended ſurface, ſufficient for a burnt offering, to 
this almighty Lord, this inconceivably great and 


glori- 


. 4 WM. Sv 
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glorious God. For in his eyes; all the nations afe 
4 nothing, yea, leſs than nothing: and vanity. Vet 
this glorious perſon is given as a free gift to the 
children of men, to be a ſurety for them, in or- 
der to their ſalvation, For God ſo loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten ſon, that 
* whoſoever, believeth on him ſhould not periſh, 
„ but have everlaſting life.” John ii. 16. This 
glorious perſon gives himſelf, © for our fin, to re- 
deem us from this preſent evil world, &c. Gal. 
i. 4. But who can explain, or find out the ſouree and 
fountain of this love? Men who have the firſt fruits 
of the ſpirit, are lou in contemplating it, and cry out 
in extaſy, what manner of love is this? Angels who 
ſtand in his preſence, and are employed as meſſen- 
gers to publiſh the glad tidings to the world; are 
utterly unable to diſcover this myſtery of love, 
although they ſtudy it with 2 delight, or 
to ſound with the utmoſt ſtretch of their bright 
intellectuals the immeaſurable depth. Now ſince 
the love of God which has been manifeſted to 
ſinners, was free and ſovereign; and ſince the 
Gcd who has ſhewn this love is unchangeable; 
what an immoveable baſis have believers to build 
their hopes upon! For, HE is in one mind, 
* and who can turn him ? His gifts and callings 
are without repentance. Job xxin. 13. Rom, 
N. 29. ATT BBS: e g 
20 It is impoſſible that the ſouls for whom 
Jeſus died, ſhould die eternally for ſin; for juſtice 
itſelf, ſtands engaged to deliver them from going 
down to the pit, ſince Chriſt has ranſomed them 
at the exhorbitant price of his own blood And 
if in juſtice theſe cannot be ſent to hell, becauſe 
Chriſt has ſuffered all their ſins demerited; ae 


muſt become of them at laſt, if we ſhould deny 
them a place in heaven? Our Saviour has told 
us that the ſeparation will be to the right hand, and 
left, and the different characters of the ſeparated, 
will be ſheep and goats; but the ſcriptures tell of 
no middle place, or nature. Believers therefore, 
cannot, muſt not be ranked among the goats, be- 
cauſe they bear the mark of Jeſu's ſheep; they 
have been bought with his blood, and HE- the 
ood ſhepherd has brought them back to the fold, 
is church, upon his ſhoulder. Furthermore, for 
whom Jeſus dies, he alſo lived on earth, and lives 
in heaven; as he became a ſurety for his le, 
he did and ſuffered all that was needful "je 
ſalvation z nor is his active and paſſive obedience 
(however treated of ſeparately and diſtinctly,) 
ever to be conceived of, but as one glorious ag- 
regate, uniting their influence, and conjoining 
their efficacy, to work out a full ſalvation for the 
believer. 
3 adly. The ſaint's ſalvation is certain, inaſmuch 
as he is a member of Jeſu's myſtical body; we 
are, ſays the apoſtle, members of bis body, of bis 
fleſh, and of his bones. Eph. v. zo, and the argu- 
ment made uſe of for our conſolation runs thus, 
na man ever yet hated his own fleſh, But ye are 
members of the fleſh of the Lord Jeſus ; there- 
fore he cannot hate you, ut nouriſheth and cheriſh. 
eth it, his own fleſh, but ye are his own fleſh. There- 
fore he will nouriſh and cheriſh you. He will 
n0uriſh the dear purchaſe of his blood, beneath his 
bleeding ſide; this is the cleft of the rock in 
'which the Lord will ſhelter them from the ſtormy 
wind and tempeſt, his feathers ſhall be their co- 
vering, and his faithfulneſs their ſhield and buckler, 
4 The 


192 E R MON vl. 


is ſet forth in declarations Hke theſe; Thou 
«© ſhalt not be afraid for the terror by night, nor 
„ for the arrow that flieth by day; nor for the 
« peſtilence that walketh in darkneſs, nor for 
« the deſtruction that waſteth at noon day. A 
«thouſand ſhall fall at thy fide; and ten thoufand , 
at thy right hand; but it ſhall not come nigh. 
« thee.” Pf. xci. 5, 6, 7. Again, Fear not, 
for thou ſhalt not be aſhamed, neither be thou 
© confounded, for thou ſhalt not be put to ſhame; 
« no weapon, that is formed againſt thee ſhall 
* proſper, and every tongue that ſhall riſe againſt 
e thee in judgment, thou ſhalt condemn.” If. liy, 
4, 17, For theſe, a man ſhall be an hiding place 
from the wind, and a covert from the tempeſt, 
even the man, the king of ſaints who ſhall reign in 
righteouſneſs. II. xxxi1. 1. 2. Nor will the Lord 
be wanting in affection to the members of his body, 
but will cheriþ them. Theſe enjoy in him, a 
e that paſſeth all underſtanding; inherit the 
joys of faith, and the conſolations of hope. 4 
feaſt of fat things is prepared for theſe, of marrow 
and fatneſs. The Lord comforts the hearts of 
his people with his love, which chears their ſpirits 
more than wine; he breaks unto them the bread 
of life, and the language of his heart and lips is, 
eat and drink my well beloved. Theſe are the 
Lord's Jeſhuruns, his upright ones of whom it 
is ſaid, he will give them grace and glory, and 
every good thing, Pf. Ixxxiv. 11; In a word, if 
omnipotence can defend theſe they ſhall fuffer no 
harm; if divine veracity may be relied on, they 
ſhall obtain and inherit every kind of good; even 
that felicity, which eye hath not ſeen, ear heard, 
A | nor 
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nor has entered into the heart of man to conceive; 
for God's infallible word, backed with his tre- 
mendous oath, are engaged for the preſent conſo- 
lation, and final ſalvation of the redeemed world. 
Hehe e 2524297 eee 
Athly. The ſaints perſeverance is aſcertained to 
them in conſequence of their effectual calling; 
for whom: be called, them he a!ſo juſtified; and whom 
he juſtified,” them be alſo glorified.” Rom. vii. 30. 
The ſaints calling is the third link in the golden 
chain of ſalvation, and on every link in this in- 
diſſoluble chain is a motto, or aſcription of glory 
to God. Saints are ſaid to be called with an-boly 
calling, nor is it in conſequence of a holy conver- 
ſation, but they are called hereunto; for previous 
to this, like others, they fulfill the luſts of the fleſh, 
and of tbe mind; and their calling is a conſequence 
of their election in Chriſt Jeſus; they are called 
out of darkneſs-into-God's marvellous light, and 
the end of their calling is, to walk in good works 
which God has before ordained. 2 Tim. i. 9. So 
inſeparably connected is God's purpoſe as ſecret 
to himſelf, and the diſcoveries of that purpoſe in 
the calling of his people; that we may ſafely and 
without preſumption, infer the former, in propor- 
tion to the certainty of the latter; hence the 
apoſtle Peter exhorts, Wherefore brethren, 
<4 give diligence to make your calling and election 
“ fure.“ 2 Pet. i. 10. An effect always ſuppoſes 
a cauſe; but the cauſe of the chriſtian's calling 
cannot be reſolved but into the good pleaſure of 
God ; agreeable to the ſcripture language, Hay- 
ing predeſtinated us to the adoption of children 
«* by Jeſus Chriſt, to himſelf, according to the 
good pleaſure of * own will.” Eph. i. 5. Be- 
$42 | fi 
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hell, as it is that a wicked and ungodly man 
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ſides, we are called not unto uncleanneſs but un- 
to holineſs, faith the ſcripture, .and 4. God hath 


c choſen'us that we ſhould be without blame be- 


«fore him in love,” now holineſs and happineſs 


are inſeparable, and it is as impoſſible in the na- 
Tais, that a holy man — þ to 
uld 


to heaven. The perſeverance of the ſaints is 
therefore certain as the truth of their calling; ſee- 
ing he that calls them, will from the ſame princi- 
e of free and undeſerved goodneſs, confirm them 
in holineſs, and compleat them in happineſs. 
Sthly. The certainty of Chriſt's reſurrection, 
may yield another proof of the ſaints preſeverance. 
By this our bleſſed Lord might be ſuppoſed to re- 
move the doubts that diſtreſſed the minds of his 
diſciples concerning him; hence the news of his 


reſurrection was handed about with joy and ſatis- 
faction proportioned to the credit of the fact. 


We truſted, ſay they, that this was be; but now 


where's the proof? But when the tidings are brought, 
the Lord is riſen indeed, he that believed the re- 


port could now cry out, my Lord and my God; and 
and that for juſt reaſons, for Jeſus died as a man, 
but riſes as a God; and is by this act declared to 
be the ſon of Gad with power. Now from the re- 


lation the believer has to Jeſus, it is not poſſible 


he can be deprived of his part in the bleſſedneſs 
Jeſus enjoys; if the members could be ſevered 
from the head; what becomes of the body? And 


if God raiſes the head, in token of acceptance, 


too, which are accepted in him. Believers there- 
fore may ſtay themſelves upon his word and pro- 


it muſt neceſſarily follow that he raiſe the members 


5 miſe, 
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miſe, in all their droopings, and deſenions, that 
becauſe he lives, they ſhall live ah | 
thy. The indwellin 1 of the f pirit, which i is a 
1. wilege common to all believers, may be con- 
privilege as another argument for their perſeverance. 
Our bleſſed Lord when about to leave the world, 
eſſayed to comfort his diſciples by telling them, 
he would ſend them another comforter, even the 
ſpirit of truth; whoſe gracious care over. them 
field be manifeſted, in bringing to their memory 
the things they had heard; making new diſcoveries 
of the love of Jeſus un to {2:1 and in leading 
them into the way of all truth. Now, notwith- 
| ſtanding the holy ſpirit might here be promiſed 
in an extraordinary manner, and for extraordina- 
ry purpoſes ; yet it is equally certain, that this pro- 
mile is fulfilled to believers ; in all ages and places, 
for the ordinary purpoſes of ſalvation ; for if any 
man bath not the ſpirit of Chriſt, be is none of bis; 
atid all that are ſons of God, are led by the ſpirit 
of God. Being led by the ſpirit, they are led inthe 
1 acceptable to God, even the way everlaſting; 
might go on to adduce Chriſt's ſeſſion and in- 
terceſſion, as further proofs of the ſaint's perſe- 
verance, but think it needleſs; er if when we 
were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death 
of bis Son, much more ** reconciled we ſpall be 
ſaved by bis life, 

I would now beg your patience with me a few 
minutes, untill I point out unto you ſome uſes I. 
would have you make of what has been ſaid, and 
I ſhall have done. | 

*'rſt. Often call to mind God's free and dif. | 
criminating grace to you; let that ſoul-humbl- 
| ing interrogation be often in your lips, nor 

. let 
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let it eyer be abſent from your minds, ;**, Lord what 
„ am l, or what is my father's houſe ?”. You 
have no cauſe or reaſon to lift up yourſelves. in 


. 


the ſpirit of the Phariſee, and with a 1 


brow to look down on others; you know | 
who, and what makes you to differ from another; 
and ye have nothing excellent, that ye have not 


received, and therefore you have no cauſe to boaſt. 


Be reſigned to all the providences of God, and 


ſubmit, with pious patience to every diſpenſation; 


it ſhould be your greateſt joy that the Lord reigns, 
and ſits at the helm of all che world's affairs. Come 
what will you have reaſon to rejoice in it, becauſe 
it is a bleſſing, and is intended to fit you, for 
your manſion in your Father's houſe ; for all things 
Work together for good, to them that love God, to 
them that are the called, according to his purpoſe. 
zd. Amongſt you, let not the heatheniſh names, 
and more eſpecially the heatheniſh notions. of 
chance, misfortune, in any wiſe prevail, as if theſe 
ce. the world, and not the Lord Jehovah. 
uch ſentiments have an evil tendency upon the 
mind, and greatly diſhonour God; who ſuper- 
intends the affairs, even of this inſignificant world, 
with ſuch particular regard, that a ſparrow does 
not fall to the ground without his knowledge, 
permiſſion; yea, appointment. Therefore fear 
and honour him. | "I 
4th, You, of the abundant mercy of our God, 
are begotten again to a lively hope of an in- 
«© heritance, incorruptible, undefiled, and that 
“ fadeth not away.” 1 Pet. i. 34, and whilſt in 
the body to be abſent from home ; yea profeſs to 
have here no abiding city, but are ſtrangers 2 
LEES PE pil 
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lxrims on the earth. Sce that your whole con- 


duct comport with this your profeſſion; let there 
be no cauſe for the adverſaries, of the truth, to- 
y, © theſe men are as fond of earth, and earthly! 
things, as we who eſteem it our portion, and 
* make no profeſſion of higher attainments.“ 
Your character is deſcribed, and your duty ſet 
forth by the great teacher of the Gentiles in- 
theſe words, ** if ye then be riſen with Chriſt; 
ye are dead, and your life is hid with Chriſt 
in God ſeek thoſe things which are above, 
«ſet' your affection on things above, not on- 
things on the earth Coloſſ. iii. 1, 2, 3. Fou 


» are to live under a heart-reviving expectation (6 of» 


e that bleſſed hope; and the glorious appearing 
4 of the great God, even our Saviour Jeſus 


„ Chriſt.” Tit. ii, 13. Therefore, 


5thly, Live in a conſtant, conſcientious, devout 


and religious uſe of all the means of grace; God 


has joined the means and the end together, in 
no wiſe do ye put them aſunder. The truth of 
grace will beſt diſcover itſelf, by a cordial affection 
to. the word, and ways of the Lord. You know 
the doctrines you maintain are ſaid to lead to li- 
centiouſneſs, it is therefore incumbent upon you, 
to wipe off the falſe aſpexſion by all poſſible 
means; and no argument vo can produce will 


be ſo forcible in your fayour, '43. a, holy life and 


converſation. | Beſides, Rene have ſuch motives, 
and powerful incentives to holineſs,” as) you have. 


The victory is already obtained, and the land 


contended for is it preſent poſfeſt; you therefore 
fight not for the field whiclris already won, but 


N 3 to 
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to * and ſubdue your enemies, have ce- 
ceived each z a mortal wound. a TP, 


Tou are not to ſcale the deathful wall, or en- 
ter the bloody breach with your lives in your. 
hands; this the great captain of your falyation 
hath done in his own pens Fo entirely 8 
ſin and ſatan. Tou may bol diy ſay, in to 
all that riſe up againſt you, I will not fear 
% God is on my fide ; and I am perſuaded that 
it neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor prin-, 
<. cipaliries, nor powers, nor things preſent, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature, ſhall be able to fop rate us 
* from the love of God, which i is in A ig: Je- 
e 25 875 0 53145 hally 


* 151 , 


* 


| Ar 3 99. * 3 "Re 
EEE oo ea 0 


* £71 


Ir. NZ 


SERMON \ VII. 


hee. EEE 1 % wo 
1000 


Simon Peter a fervant and an Fe 
V Felus Chriſt, to them that have 
_ obtained. like precious faith with. us, 


. through the ee God, and 
our Saviour Je ſees Chri 
take up our abode in corruptible bodies, 


8 ſo long we ſhall have need to give £65, 8-0 | 
to add to our faith, virtue, to virtue knowledge, 
&c. to the end we may be eſtabliſhed in the 22 2 
as it is in Jeſus, and under the influences of the 


©. long as we live in houſes of clay, and 


Holy Ghoſt may grow up into a meetneſs for the __ 


enjoyment: of the 1nheritance of the ſaints in light. 
Our apoſtle was ſo well aware of this, that he 
told the churches to whom he wrote this epiſtle, 
his reſolution ( ſo long as he ſhould tabernacle 
| below) was, to ſtir up their pure minds by 
putting them in remembrance,” ver. 13, for 


the things we have been taught, and things of 8 


the greateſt importance too, we are apt to let 
ſlip out of our mind; and that which is — 


1 
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diſpenſable duty to diſcharge and practice, we 
too frequently either totally neglect, or grow re- 
miſs and careleſs in the performance of. It ſure- 
ly then deſerves to be ranked amongſt the fore- 
moſt of our bleflings, that we have e migiſters 
of God's moſt holy word, to ith over us, 
 warn-us, and by repeated admonitions call back 

to our memory the truths we have been inſtruct- 
ed in concerning Jeſus, and his bleſſed goſpel; 
and by warm and pathetic exhortations to awaken 


us to diligence and duty. 


The epiſtles wrote — Peter, are called gene- 
ral, or (catholica,) being not intended for any 
N nl church, but for the uſe of all the eſta- 
| bliſhed churches in the world, and for all that ſhould 
Je, ag be eſtabliſned in he N 11 it is in 
eſus, and built the rock of everlaſting a 
to the end of Ad. In the former of e 2 
ters to the churches, he encourages believers to 
a patient fuffering for the ſake of Ohtiſt, 
the example of the captain of their ſalvation, 


wWꝛho was made perfect through ſuffering'; and in 


the latter he cautions them to beware of ' falſe 
teachers, who ſhould ariſe and bring in-damnable 
hereſies, drawing many aſide to follow their per- 
nicious ways, Ch. ii. 1, 2, and exhorts them to 
a ſerious and ſteady practice of godlineſs, and 
to perſeyere therein to 85 end. And in order to 

give greater weight to his words, and ſupport 
em by the authority of inſpiration, he ſubſcribes 
his own hand unto his writings. In the former 
e )ſtle, he calls himſelf by the name of Peter, 
ag name given him by our bleſſed Lord, when 
he openly confefſed him to be Chriſt the = — 
92 


iſh 
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God, Math. xvi, 18, but in this, he joins alſo 
his name Simon, or Simeon; probably the name 
given him by his parents at his circumciſion. It 
is common for us in England to have two names, 
the one peculiar to the family of which we ars 
born, and the other given us by our parents or 
friends in our dedication to God in the ordinance 
of baptiſm. Our apoſtle by his name Simon, was 
reminded of the * whence he was hewn, 
and by his name Peter, of that rock his name 
imported, and on which he as a believer, and the 
whole chriſtian church was built. Our name al- 
fo; which-denotes our family, ſhould put us in 
mind from whom we originally ſprung; and hat- 
ever ſome may boaſt of nobler blood, of ancient 
and ſuperiour worth in their anceſtry; all ſhould 
remember, and be humbled at the thought, they 
ſprung from guilty Adam, and are although c 
noble race, the corrupt branches of a corrupt 
root. Our chriſtian name, (like that of Peter's) 
ſhould call back into our minds what was tran- 
ſacted when this name was given; what thoſe co- 
venant engagements were, of which the water we 
were then baptized in was the ſeal; how far we 
have been mindful of, and attended to them ſince, 
and whenever this name is called upon us, we 
ſhould conſider it as a monitor, ſpeaking to our 
ears and hearts in words like theſe; remember 
*-why-thy name was given, what was intended 
* by it, and be aſhamed, of thy unfaithfulneſs.“ 

DOiur apoſtle having ſubſcribed his name, he 
next ſubjoins his office and this is twofold, firſt; 
general, a ſervant; ſecond, ſpecial and particular, 
an apoſtle. 1ſt, A ſervant, all true believers are 
He ö al J Ai ban - fer- 
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ſervants, and it is their greateſt pleaſure ſo to be: 
for the ſervice of God is firſt em rr. ſer- 
vice, I bad rather, ſays holy David, be à doors 
keeper, in tbe houſe f my God, tban to dell in 
the tents of wickedneſs. Pſ. Ixxxiv. 10. 2d; This 
ſervice is moſt profitable, for the gift of Gad is 
eternal life. Rom. vi. 23, and theſe are the wages 
Jeſus will reward the labours of his ſervants with« 
al; for where I am, (faith he) there ſhall my ſen- 
vants be alſo, John xii. 26. God's ſervants are 
the only free men, for all that are engaged in 
the ſervice of ſin and ſatan are wretched flaves; 
but Jeſus has made the believer free, and he ig 
free indeed. How honourably does the pfalmiſt 
ſpeak of this, Pſ. cxvi, 16, O Lord, truly I am 
thy ſervant, thou baſt loo ſed my bonds; and Peter 
in the paſſage before us calls himſelf a ſervant of 
Jeſus Chriſt. ad, An apoſtle, by ſpecial miſſion 
from the Lord Chriſt, to publiſh the glad tidings 
of ſalvation 0 every creature; the word apoſtle 
means an ambaſſador, a legate, one ſent to tranſ- 
act the affairs of another; in the common accepta- 
tion, one of the twelve ſent forth by Chriſt to 
preach and publiſh his - goſpel to a world of ſin- 
ners. Peter takes care in both his epiſtles to 
make mention of his office, that he was an apoſ- 
tle, and that alſo of Jeſus Chriſt; and indeed if 
all that pretend to preach the goſpel, are not like 
Peter szNr of Jeſus Chriſt, they will be of little 
Dre, gg bmg of ef 
He next proceeds to deſcribe the people for 
whoſe uſe he was about to write, and theſe are 
ſuch as have: obtained precious faitb. The goſ- 
pel was to be preached to every creature, this was 
the command firſt given to the apoſtles, Mark 
| ; XVI,. 


xi, 15, and chis command is ſtill in force, and 

to be obſerved by all that go forth to preach the goſ+ 
pel; yet the epiſtles, whether particular or gene- 
ral, are limited to a church or churches. 
Hence, for men in a natural flate to read 

apoſtolic writings with appropriating ideas, as ii 
they had a right to the things contained therein, 
is no leſs abſurd and diſceptive, than for a man to 
take into his hands the writings of his neighbour's 
eftate, and while he reads over his revenues, claims 
them for his own, This is your peculiar treaſure 
believers, meditate day and night on what is writ- 
ten purpoſely for your good ; often walk, abroad 
into the field of the ſcripture, you will meet with 
the moſt deſirable company, here you will meet 
with, and you may talk with Jeſus; if ye are 
arg here you may be taught wiſdom po 
y; if you are at any time wounded, here you 
may find a ſovereign, efficacious balm; in a word 
the ſcriptures are profitable for doctrine, for 
< reproof, for correction, for inſtruction in righte- 
% ouſneſs, that the man of Gd may be through · 
* ly furniſhed unto all good works.“ 2 Tim. 


But that I may not detain you any longer in 
prefacing on the ſurface of my, text, while. mar- 
row and fatneſs lies in abundance at the bottom, 


e Co a ws A Ts eg 
3. 4 | freciouſneſs of the faith here ſpoken of. 
Second, The manner of it's being obtained. 
Find, Of the ſamenels of this/a1th, in all that 
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\ greater worth, 


the other, the faith of God's ele#; I ſhall not tay 


my deſign at preſent not to treat you with ſhells 
8 but with the kernels of truth; and to lay open befo 
you in order to this, ſome of the peculiar excel- 
encies of the precious faith our apoſtle {ſpeaks of. 
_ * Firſt, this faith, may be called precious, in reſpect 
to the ſcarcity of it; it is not like, a common 
weed that grows ſpontaneous on every ſpot of 
ground, nor is to be found every where amohgſt 
rofeſſors ; many talk of Jeſus, and call them- 
fat es by the name of Chriſt, who never yet were 
put into the poſſeſſion of precious faith, 
Many ſet W nt criptute method of ſal; 
vation, and vilify the preachers of the goſpel, al 
men that through the reaching of faith over- 
throw goc ekz te boliſh the law,” ſuppoling 
that (Ike Naaman' the ſytian) they muſt do ſome 
great and good thing whereby to, Obtain ſalvation ; 
and to believe on the Lord Jeſus. Chriſt as all that 
is required of them for acceptance with God, ſeems 
ö a thing 


curacy of thoſe ſeveral diſtinctions noted; it 1 
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a thing ſo eaſy and inſignificant, that they deſpiſe; 

and ſet it at nought, and in ſo doing, ' ſufficiently 
prove themſelves ſtrangers to its preciouſneſs — | 
Word.. 1 | EO TS. HAH 
Many there are who know nothing more of faith 
or believing in Jeſus, than that they can repeat a 
form of words, perhaps, taught them on their 
mother's lap, and which, (fave that in the form 
and order of the church-ſervice they have often 
repeated) in all their after · life they have never 
ſeriouſly compared with the word of God, or 

brought to the touch - ſtone of mature 0 
This folly in mankind, and theſe deceptions con- 
cerning precious faith, might be expoſed and en- 
larged upon abundantly; but this being beſide 
my preſent purpoſe I paſs by; theſe hints may 
ſerve to exhibit one reaſon why the faith of God's 
elect is called precious. _ | OT 
Faith in this view, may be compared to certain 
kinds of merchandiſe, or vendable commodities, 
whoſe prices fall and riſe in proportion to their 
ſcarcity or plenty. I mean not by this as if I un- 
derſtood that faith could be bought and ſold; but 
being (allow me the word) a ſcarce commodity, 
rarely to be met with in this degenerate. and un- 
believing age, it is ſo much the more precious, 
Believers are God's jewels, Mal. iii. 17, but jewels 
are ſcarce things, and are ſo much the more pre- 
cious; pebbles are plentiful, therefore little eſteem · 
ed; few, very few have obtained precious faith 
in compariſon of thoſe that have not, and there- 

fore this faith is truly precious. 

2d. This faith may be called precious, becauſe 
of its real intrinſic worth, when the ſpirit of God 
has ſo far convinced a man of fin as to ſhew 60 
7 | e 


* 
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the neceſſity of believing in Jeſus for lift and fal- 
vation, he then begins (and never till then) to 
pereeive ſome what of the true worth of faith; 
ſuch an one finds it not ſo eaſy a thing to believe 
in Chriſt as he perhaps aforetime imagined, on 
as many would inſinuate. He now fs the lax 
of God to be holy, juſt, and good; its language 
alarming to his ſoul is, pay me that thou. oweſt ; 
thou haſt not continued in all things written te do 
them, therefore curſed art thou; he ſees by the 
light of God's ſpirit ſhining into his ſoul, and 
cloſely applying he holy precepts of this rigtiteous 
law unto his heart and life, that he is juſtly con- 
demned by its equitable ſentence ; and from what 
he now obſerves of his fallen and feeble ſtate, he 
| utterly deſpairs of doing any thing that can atone 
for his paſt offences, or procure him fayour with 
his offended maker; and under ſuch a fight and 
ſenſe of ſin and wretchedneſs, to caſt the ſoul filthy 
and defiled as it appears with its enormous load of 
guilt on Jeſus Chriſt, to be firmly perſuaded that 
God in him is reconciled to the ſinner that believes; 
is ſuch an act as the ſoul not finding any power to 
perform, would give ten thouſand worlds to be 
poſſeſſed of. alter Aras rr 
But this faith is too valuable for created things 
to buy; would a man give all the ſubſtance of his 
houſe for faith, it would be far too little ; could 
he convert the whole terraqueous globe to ſolid 
gold, and accumulate treaſures of ſilver number- 
eſs as grains of ſand, and give all this for faith, 
it would be rejected as a price too ſmall. The 
bleſſings of heaven are not to be purchaſed with 
the corruptible things of our polluted earth, how- - 
ever ourdeluded minds may warp to them _ 
2 . a value 
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a value on them, they cannot buy us heaven, ner 
bring its bleſſings down into our fouls. 
But will not many prayers prevail, to obtain 
this precious faitb? No, if they are preſented as 
a price, as having ſomething in them which may 
deſerve the bleſſing. e like all our 
other works are full of imperfections, and if they 
merit any thing it muſt be wrath; ſo that the 
precious faith we ſpeak of, is too valuable 
to be bought by theſe. Cannot this precious faith 
it may be aſked, be obtained by good works? 1 
wer, I know of no works that do not ſprin 
rom this precious faith, for the word of God 
knows none; and the effect cannot be prior to the 
cauſe by which alone it can exiſt. But hat men 
commonly call good works, ſuch as reading the 
word of God, hearing ſermons, doing juſtly, ſhew- 
ing mercy, &c. (not to ſay they flow from wrong 
principles,) are very imperfect in the beſt of men, 
and except our innate pride ſhould prompt us to 
ſet an undue value upon them, we can never be 
led to think them an equivalent for precious faith. 
zaly. Faith might well be called precious by the 
apoſtle, and ſuch it ſhould be eſteemed by us, - 
conſidered as / effect = death 11 the Lord 
Chriſt; and a bleſſing which to purchaſe for poor 
ſinners, he emptied if his ured veins, nd od 
the inconceivably great and amazing price of his 
moſt precious blood. Somewhat of this is allud- 
ed to in the former epiſtle by Peter, chap. i. 19. 
« Ye were not redeemed with corruptible things 
« as ſilver and gold, but with the precious blood 
« of Chriſt.” As without the ſufferings of Chriſt 
for ſinners, there could have been no goſpel hold- 
ing forth ſalvation by him to be believed; ſo 
"3 nei- 


| the inconceivable worth of the redeemer's blood, 
then, and not till then, we may conceive adequately 


of the believer; what is not of faith is fin, but 
of God. This faith; is like a tree planted by 


: 
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. by his death for this purpoſe, cauld any 


 Ainner ever have believed. This therefore makes 


faith to be precious indeed z when we can eſtimate 


of the preciouſneſs of that faith which was-purchaſed 
by it. But it is worthy to be obſerved, as it ſo 
much redounds to the glory of God, and manifeſts 


the love, the exceeding greatneſs of his love to 


us ward that what was by him ſo dearly bought, 
is freely beſtowed on ſinners without money, and 
without price, as a gift moſt rich and invaluable; 
and as ſuch the ſeriptures of truth ever make a 
grateful mention of it. Ho, every one that 
4+. thirſteth come ye to the waters, and he that 
„ hath no money, come buy and eat, come buy 


„ wine and milk without money, and without 


price.“ If. IV. 1. again, Ye are ſaved. by 
« grace, through faith, and that not of yourſelyves, 
* it is the gift of God,” Eph. ii, 8. To you it 
is given in behalf of Chriſt to believe, Phillip. 


i. 29. And again, it is called, the faith of the 


operation of God, Coloſſ. ii. 12. &c. for all which 
reaſons faith appears to be truly precious. 


Athiy. This faith muſt needs be precious, ſee- 


ing it gives worth and excellency to all the works 


having believed we now ſpeak and act to the glory 


rivers of waters, which produces fruit of the moſt 
excellent kind; faith is not a plant growing on 


the barren ſoil of nature, for an unregenerate per- 


ſon cannot believe; but is itſelf a fruit of the 
ſpirit, Gal. v. 22. raiſed by a divine power 1 
Ko | : ou 


* 
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"fout era A erw in CHIP Jefut, and plügted in. 
e fertile Toit” of an 2 pz grace 


His farb bears in che believing heart che iP; con- 
folk fer love Joy, 7555 ſplritual minded- 
nest, and every gracious diſpoſition W eng 
Vith is ohn Nature; for as 1s Fo the tree ſuch will 
be irs Fit Farb fixes its eye on Jeſus, 2 * | 
Teng to all the commandments of 257 the be- 
ſoul is led forth in Willing obedience to t 
ice of piety, Juſtice, and mercy, not 
Up as this is à duty incumbent, but from holy 
principles of love and affection, for fait worker} 
Jove, Gal. v. 6. And-as faith in every aft, as 
2 8 in its very exiſtetice has reſpect unto Jeſus, 
All the works of faith ate pleaſin Pry acceptable 
to God in and through lac. for in him is 5 fe- 
ther well pleaſed, and the, believer bein created a 
new in bim, is actepred en, Aare h. i. 6. 
Abel offered ſacrifice unto God more acceptab 
than Cain, becauſe he offered in faith; Cain brought 
His offering unto the Lord of the fruit of the phe | 
his offering was an index of his mind which was 
void both of all ſenſe of the evil of fin, and of 
faith in that blood which ſhould make atonement 
for it; therefore unto Cain and bis of ing the Lord 
"had not reſpect; but Abel offered a Bod i, 
locking by faith unto, and typical of the facrifice 
of the $24 of God; therefore unto Abel and to is 
offeting, the Lord had refpeft. Abel's faith re 
"commended his work, and might therefore vol 
be eſteemed precious, far by this be obtained witneſs 


bat be was ri Pteous, God himſelf refifying. of bit 


"gifts, Heb. It is on the account of this 
precious faith, that it can ever be ſaid to any of 
che ſons of _— Go thy*way, eat thy bread with 

Joy 


5 _ 1 NN N. 


957 0 c 9d thy. ing ith a merty heart, for God 
0 agel, « Eccle, in. . „ . 
4 -5thly. 112 e in all its We 


wy ever, that it 18, Well called precious; af 
93 Which are theſe 9 5 88 — iſt. 7155 OTE 


gel ever from all dependance i an = 
in his own. righteouſneſs, in to. 9 
| 1 fountain rtl W ant the ſou 


T2 


; 85 to . 105 belevers paſ paſt 


conſcience that has been bound up = 
faith immediately looks to the, 5 5 © * 
fixes the eye of the ſou! on the Ort woung- 
ed bog) Fg the ſon of God, meditates on the in- 
eſtimab e worth of that blood that guſhes forth in 
. crimſon ſtreams from every pore of the redeemer's 
bruiſed body, and. interprets its moſt expreſſive 
language to the ear and underſtanding of che aſ- 
Lay ed foul, in ſweeter, better, dach möre pleaſing 
accents than that of Abl. 
1s the believer. conſcious, painfully conſcious, 
"of manifold weakneſſes in his beſt ſervices. when 
he would do good, is evil preſent with him, does 
the law make demands upon him larger and greater 
than he finds abilities to anſwer, finds he hy daily 
- experience that in him, that is, in his fleſh there 
dwells no good cin What or Who can relieve 
him in ſuch caſe 7 Nane none but Chriſt; 
and herein appears the excel ency of precious faith, 
this, leads him to Jeſus, ſhews the largeſt demands 


"of oY law anſwered, an © IE] in -him, gs | 


* 
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_ RF 


ISE RMO VAT. 28 
Him to be 757 of re hrs for rigbrivs fur 70 51 
that beide, and caſts the ul upon fim 's it's 
ſubſtitute'and ſurety, "who has brought in Art ever- 


 Maftinig”Vighteouſneſt Ban ix. 24, with which gb. 


cou /n 'the Lord is ell pleaſed; II. Xlii. 2 1, oo 
for the ſake of which, and in and through which 
he believer" is accepted as righteous with"God, 
2 Cote we 1. There #"Horhing like faith for 
Ving the "ſou! of ſelf⸗depenclance, and all 
ſeeking, for it reſpects nothing but Chriſt, 
aims to exalt nothing but Chriſt, is concerned à- 
bout nothing 1s much 4s the Honotir of hriſt, 
and therefore" leads the' believer to look to, and 
peR all manner of beſſitigsand blefſedrieſs' from 


ex 
{ this exuberant fountain? 


24." "Precious faith” does not only receive from | 
Chris follneſs as at à diſtance and exiſting apart 

from the bellever; but 5 cats the ſouf won 
him, that it becomes one with him, a a livin! mem- 


ber of that body, of which Jeſus is the glorlous 
head, and thereby fm it an aſſurance of the 


following things, His tender and compaſſio- 
nate 1008 and Affection; for as a man naturally 
loves himſelf, and the leaſt and moſt inſignificant 
member of his body ſhares in the affection of the 
whole; ſo jeſus cannot but entertain à cordial 


affed ion for the ſmalleſt and meaneſt 8 of 


— body myſtical. 

2d, Care to preſerve ah harm; one mem- 
het of the body cannot ſuffer, but che whole will 
be effected, nor can a member be cut off but the 
body thereby becomes imperfect; "now can 


any thin be conceived” more deſirable than to be 
the of the Redeemer's love and care? He 
mar, toeberb thee , faith the Lord, toucherh the ap- 


O 2 ple 


„„ 
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| 
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1 and chan omniſcience aged 
+; to ſecure, us from. any .hurttul. al- 
A enemies; omnipotenge out) guard, 

and, — 1 love to. bring about dur 
neſs, ; as muſt really N 
Jeratian, one 1 ay well ar with a 2 ing 
jever in 1 x 2 Iwill not 

the 


« iſe up e God s on my i 
. — L hall not grexly fall,” ee & | 


pr n 
verned, influenced, and. ſupplied from the he 

the belieuet in this union with Chriſt, is 

under the — — and influence. of. his grace, 
and: ere a from him as his head. 
This ſſedneſs is beautifully ſet 


"ure 


—— 


forth by 9 to the Epheſians, ch. iv, 15, 
20, that we © may 
w 


oth u into him in al 
iſt, from whom 


hich is the he 


hole body Py ined, together: —— 


<<. ed by that which every joint ſupplieth, accord: 


ing to the effectual working in the meaſura of 


« exyery part; maketh-jncreaſe of the wan. unto 
<, the editying of itſelf in love 
| And Ath, As faith, unites the ſoul to Jeſus, ſo 
that in the apoſtle's wh 44% 6 due are members of 
bis body, of bis fleſh, and of bis bones. Ephi.v. 3 30, 
The, believer is herehꝝ aſcertained of a happin 
promo to, and in duration) commenſurate 
that, his Lord and living head enjoys; and 
if Jeſus: once ſaid, uber I am,.\there ſbail my :ſer- 
vants bez how much more may this be applied to 
his members, where I the head am, there ſhall 
the members af rbb. D 
nts. 
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biats of che excettent Us of fuirh, we: may be 
led vo obſerve fotriewhart of its precianfarſs';, but 
let us yur — or m inen Hong ot 4dr 
51 184 th be precious indeed 
and t nor hy ors 2 jd is further 
— a ee ving ſqul is 
tuſtes or . —— any natural 
ed man, is brought into his ſoul bythis 
fut 2 


ough in order ef time prior to his prev 
v5 is only enjoyed through ic; and 
was created for and to this end. Whatever: mig 
have been ordained and purpoſed in the 
councils of God concerning any inner, as this is 
aiſeoter with God, no man can attain the know- 
ledge of ity uad faith makes manifeſt the hid - 
den purpoſe to the foul; this therefore eurus over 
the volumes carefully peruſes up 
PFs n the book of liſe, and brings at 
gth the pleaſing the delightful: news to the be- 
liever, that his name is written there. Or give 
me leave to fay the ſame thing in other words. 
Faith is that which brings home to the wounded 
conſcience, a comfortable ſenſe. of pardoned ſin; 
there is no poſſible way deferibedor- taught in the 
books: of reaſon, ſcripture,” or experience, how a 
finner' under a ſenſe of ſin may be comforted, 
how a conſeience under the guilt of:mul- 
tiplied trariſgreſlions can healed and caſed, and 
how one that is wounded in ſpirit can be made 
whole, beſides this one way by precious faith, 
A pardon intended by the prince of a 
ſealed by the eternal king of glory, will 
not be ſufficient to ſilence the tormenting cla- 


mours of an accu conſcience; "ng 
2 0 Þ. Ty" doubts 


new and ſpiritual lie he-now - 


= — . — 
- om N a b 
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zs ſer; forth/as/2-ſpecial:aiſeciof precious faith a8 


üſſurance oi pardon d that is accompanied. with 


ing feurs will diſtreſs aud diſturb 
the ſoul, untill precious faith in the blood of je- 
* ey | | mers 26 af the 
hearty by oppoſing the ſufficieney of the Redeem 
er's. blood, to atono for the moſt multiplied and 
ravated crimes. This in the: word of God, 


ir leads the ſoul and unites it toi Jeſus; ſo it bri 
back from his fullneſa and ſufficiency that ſenſe 


ace: of conſcience. ROm. v, I, ang: juſtified 
y faith we have peace withGod through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriftycand\im therverſe.next- following 

text the! npoſtle wiſhes:to the church a 
of gract au peace, but this can only he obtained 
tung tbe knowledge of Gad eu d, 
and faith is the key that opens the cabinet of 
divine, myſteries and ſhews us the father p iti 
ous, accoſſible, lovely and defirable in the face 

Jeſus Chriſt, roi ov ar-ornerriats 1919 SOS 


would not after all I have ſaid or 1 


fay E precibus J. aith, have any to concave it 
as ſomething excellent or even exiſting at all. but 
as it has reſpect unto the Lord Chriſt. and the 
ſweet goſpel- truths concerning him ; faith Was 


never called forth into being until ſome promiſe 
was made which was to be believed; which bei 


firſt made to Adam concerning the feed; of the 
woman, here now \was need of faith, which if 
Adam was put into: the poſſeſſion. of,” muſt needs 
be precious as it would lead him to Chriſt, and 
although not yet manifeſted in the fleſn, would 
notwithſtanding bring backfrom Chriſt, peace and 


A «y. » 
| tranquility of win e W mn Ho mort 
in 0 


This 


buries in oblivion all: his fins: 


CCC 
* 
— 


| ſtrengtu from him, that ſnhe can ſing; 
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ch exiſts by, ang 


ever' conveiſant! about the things that 
to Jeſus} la t the ſoul; any thing or every thing, 


whereby Jeſus may be glorified by it; does the 
ſoul defis to looE on Jeſus in the garden, "4 
Herod'sjudgment-hall, or on the croſs z/- 
becomes an eye to it, and ſhews the man of ſor- 
rows pale in death, emptying all his ſa- 
cred/veihs;' and iſſuing from thence a flood, that 
Doth the ſoul 
deſire to take hold on Jeſus faith becomes a hand, 
and taking hold of his ſtrength, enjoys peace in 
him; Iſ. xxvü, g. and — derives that 
with Iſracbs 
monarch, d the Lord is the ſtrength ür 
5 of whom ſhall I be afraid.“ Pſ. xxvii, .. 
Andi if the ſoul deſires not only to ſes / but to 

taſte alſo thax the Lord is gracious; precious 


faith with officious hand brings from the futineſs 


of Jeſus, all chat can be deſired to chear and re- 
gale the drooping mind. uch fleſh is meat indeed; 
and my bload''s ' inderd, ſaid our Lord, and 
be tbat eateth me ſball lius iy ne; the Jews were 
offended at theſe things, and ſaid, Hou can this 
man give us his fleſb to ent John vi. 524 559 
Now precious: Faith explains this to the ſoul, and 
ives it to feed 2 as the moſt delicious food 
nts it and imparts it as the living 


— which-whoſoever eateth ſhall live for ever 


and thus the believing ſoul feeds on Jeſus, and 
lives by him, John vi. 37, takes from the full - 
ere i eee 
all ſpiritual bleſſings. 


Ath, Another hops of, faith, and for which 
it is deſervedly eciqus is, it's * 
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grief da joy, and wes py 


gracious. diſpenſations, 
2 9 — 


beped for, ch. xi. 1, what — 2 believer s 
hope? 
in every a 


2 


4 
oy wm 
1 and perk _—_— Ra Gods 
andincovenant-mercy, yet ſtand | 

ſacred. pages, ate like a number of cyphers 
without an initial 


re ; but 10us faith puts 
wikour an wn gre 3 — 
—— 1 dave heard of oe, being at the 


. . 


bid friends endeavoured: to co — —— 
ing him of the. prom . 
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4 


— — gi too and rairient, 80 
ſhew bim orev,,ỹ:put into his hands the 
of ſorpe nablanan's 5 ere) to 
—.— Would this ſatisfy he erav- 


— 5 yore re had f 
gs. Packing. 
— — o the 
God recorded in his boa for the comfort and 
mul —— and which this D 


— — the voice of God, when read. 
_ his bleſſed book, and coofiders- not the 
things that are ſpoken as wards of form, or that 
— reatenings to the wicked and impenitent, or 

iſes made to the faithful and pious; are 
things — their e- 
—— but looks upon them and regards them 

-of their certainty; as if already accum- 
—.— eve Na God r 


Fa) gh be ih ren 

— — e does di bt, 
Ty boon obſerved, . 
no 


queen — — of che wagle} that 
that. bird can fix ie and e ont the! 
ben of the- un; I know. nOf how far 
true but this Kn w)) pro 
ci un, chn book full a and even d 
1 to gane on WH i infint a 
mean the moſt pms ries pet | 
and juſtiabu As tſie natural and naked eye 
prom as —— f elle uno. 
: ſe ot che unſufferabli ſplendorof his) 
beams ; h neither can the ſoul in an unronvert- 
aa date War t6:100k-vn'ithe-"infinits'purirp and 
inflexible juſtice 2of »(Godyrefor avi mes. 
dium wt look through; no mediato d be. 
>the-moſt: man that eder eed, wt 
of Chriſt: eoutdibe! called holy;) »would 
eee daſled out of countenance 


and be in order to eſoape ithe intollerahle 
: Ne, uncreated bri to hide his 
— 4 — nigh: But — — 


| views and oonteinplates with pleaſure 
| — 4 — belege of Code leads 
out the foul in purſuit of the like amiable quality; 
_ ant} animates it with an ĩnſatiable deſire to be con- 
formed more and more into it's nature. Faith 
leads che ſoul to cook on Jeſus, — 
and —— nnremny one, as the | 
of this excellent g und while he is thus prone 
ed. us transfigu faith) the ſoul feels ſome- 
what like Peter m -NMoumt-tabor, when he ſaid, 
Lord is is good for us tobe berg.. 
Again, the juſtice of God which vill one-day 
br ab u rod of iron to chaſtife devils and diſobe- _ 
dient men, is to the believer like the — 6 
91 1 
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withal ; and — — that may 
vontribute to the / beſlever's — 
nieil him, juſtice vitſc t is un this ſide, his 
— — Pertitiouc i Elenbe vis e 
encouragement wo pray and Joo uß 
— nerdful ——— 
| — — no good: thing ſhall} be-withs 
nhocxi 7d . — 
that yt may · rereive; and have 
. nut, ſays the ; 
not i the faith is never di e 
Gth. Ty that are utter ue eib, ſays Faul ds 
mind the things of tbe fleſh, Rom vii. 3, and the 
e of | ſenſe is moſtly converſant abont ſenſua 
$3 the eye of: reaſon can locle a little high i 
Kal and amuſe itſeif with curious enquiries and 
deep ſpeculations but isſtilconfined whin ctſtuin 
— —— whereas'Precious 
th, has an eye both ſtrong and piercing; and look 
beyond the little limits — line 1. 
things that are ſeet are temporal, bur the things which 
are nn ſern, and which faith weonverſant about, 
are eternal. Precious fuitb, throws back the cur- 
tain of time, and leads the ſoul into the eternal 
world ; faith is a Calab it goes couragiouſly to 
ſpy out the good land, — from 
Ae. — go * 
2 


. 
— EBACE I ́ͥ 'A1w—— — — M OE Eee —— ʃnn::ini. — ' —_ —— ——————— — — —_ — 
— 
— 
. 
. 


ms are di 


bo, | and F 
i- riveri and aſſures — & nia 
— — er and in compari 


away, 1 Peet i — ne, 
Areas aul chat eye! has not cen, car hath 
008 heard; dar has ut entered into the heart of 
nun ta conteiue, what God has treaſured up for 
A his — — faith theſe crea» 
to me ſpirit, 1 Cor. id: 
$+40- But preciens fait, in this tour to the hea: =» 
nonly>canaan; although he abferves crowns and 
c. lad-pp. —— for che bolie ver, 
'of 
. defwable-vition on\whichthe fedfts: her 
june — 


the very life and ſoul. 
— n % rk 17 


Where-all is 
| me whilſt Ladd one 8 
79 — of ſo great uſe, that 


eee eee eee. 


*t 


/ 
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ine provide nden uf bes 


God, oonderning which 
lever will often have reafon to ſuhſeribe to the 


truth; of-thoſe: wards, (clouds andi dar ar, r 
about him, N. MMI. 12 10 
There id no Kace:. in life Adee innen 
trials, and a variation in circumſtanoes wil — 2 
ta vary our trials a theſe are truth in ſome meaſure 
| to all men, but chriſtians have; their 
trials not as — but 217 
et — — wits 


— — the helieverʒ whatever: his: trials ate: m 
what quarter ſoever they'-oome:;;' for: fan 

has — always unto God, not. only as the G 

of as the. God of nature and of pro- 


vidence . and therefore never ſuppoſes any fuel 


accidents in 7 th world, as happen without« the 
of che maſt high ; for 
| |; Ar" 
bis 
adn and creatures. bark has Gereke 


words of Jeſus tu his 


do nom 18 know not, 
nl thong waters; and then faith is more 
thania im; for. it leads him to _ 
and aſſures him of his preſence-and fu 
Peter's faith once failed; but it caſt him on | 
nnn. — 
* trials Tay 


* - * N 2 ; 
n BE RAMON Ty 
"noe * 3 | avail. 


— ſ—•—ͤ—ñ Hanes, Anm 
ill kimwfrom-theconfurning '” 
"Ghereof 3 and as the p Iſaiah has it, draws 
ithecwetis of ſalvarion, fo chat che ifire 
4 —— „ Eni binde bens yer 
4 in the behevers fiery trials 
c — us it did to Sbamuc b, 
— ando{bednreyo;} * how it is aid the7ß 
—— —ͤ— fire Burned 
their bands, hut hurt not their bodies, ſo that they 
walked looſt arnidſt the burning tiery furnace. 
Believers too often have their hearts en with 
ſome worldlyithung that rivets thoſe affections to 
euarth, that ought to be placed on ven and 
heavenly things; to remedy which evil, divine 
goodneſs) may permit them to be plunged as it 
were in deep — — arid ſees” to lead them 
mee — fire, but alb this eds from paren- 
tal and - everlaſting ve to them, and is 
intended as à means whereby to heal thoſe praved 
| — them to rhe wealthy place. 
Faith views all the providences of God in this 
ght, and therefore teaches the ſoul with calm- 
neſs to ſubmit unto them, and to rejoice under 
them; and even to be thankful for them. James 
i. 2, aſſuring the foul that the chaſtenings of the 
Lord are marſes of fayour, ſeeing © he correcdeth 
every ſon whom he receiveth and maketh all 
0 things work together for good to them that love 
him, to them that are the called according to 
—— Heb. xii. 6. Rom. viii. 28. 
Obſervations upon the whole 
| Aren what has been delivered it appears that 
| the woe believer may cel be the mot joy an 
1 ing 
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eeing he has, Mar teaſons for. jey ends gladnebs, 
_ which others have not, and aſt, Whats the free 
and abundant grace of God has done. for him; he 


like 9 1 child of — toy hor 
creature — b. hell and gternal damnatian, 
having a heart and nature defiled,, and the image 
his maker ſpoiled and: defaced in his. ver for- 
„ation, FI li. 5, and from this ſouree of corrup- 
tion, did like athers go on to fulfil, the Juſtsrpf 
the fleſh and of the mind. Eph. ii. 2 but ag 
chrough faith he has the aſſurance given, him that 
he ſhall not go doi into the — us. the Savi- 
our r @ ranſom fon bim, Job xxxi. 
24. As through the agency of the eternal ſpirit, 
_ one has paſſed from death untg life," and is “ U 
jo «lated from the power of darkneſs into the king 
% dom of God's dear ſon, having 3 ne- 
ts demption thipugh his blood evgn the fargive- 
L neſs of fig," Coloſſ. i. 13. ieee 
Foy, What he chroughthe diſcriminating grace of God 
now is no longer an heir of hell, but of heaven, an 
heir of Had and 4 Joius beir, of eternal bleſſedneſs 
«with Jeſus Chriſt, Rom. viii. 47. adopted into the 
family of heaven, a citizen of the new Jeruſalem, 
and a living member of the Redeemer s myſtical 
What a ſpring of beayenly conſolation myſt 
it open. in.the believing, breaſt, to think, that omni- 
potence is engaged for him againſt all opponent 
power, and that he is the ob an ct of that love whichris 
unchangeable Sr ſy exulting language of 
the princely prophet, he can triumphantly fay, 
FBehold God is my falyation, I will truſt and not 
be afraid, for now can ſuch an one draw water 
with joy ftom the wells of ſalyation, “ II. xii, 2. g. 
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ners bn . eee 'Pſ. 
i r 
hereſbever chey are, the eyes of . 


— — 1 guurdd is apf 
; en? PI. + apogee 


_ - 10 — Wat abundant cauſe of Hh 
bs te cine that yet a little 2 25 * 
1 more; and 1 fall bid a final fre wel to 
able things ; 1 ſhall gain the-withedFor port, 
Hdenter into that joy that my Lord has purchaſ- 
nd reſeyves;” and into rhe reſt that remains for 
We f ef God, Tieb. iw. 9. Then 1 mall 
ee Him \whom "my ſoul longeth for 
— 25 glaſs dur, but I hall fer B "Fact be 
E "hall ſor #he" ng" io bis beauty, "andthe" land 
i af off. And laſtiy, how muſt it rejoice 
chte Heart of 4 believer, to be aſſured that What- 
ever ſhall befall bim in his paſage- trough this 
_ world; is an ineident appointed, and ered 
" arſ6ngſt all other mean ordained to ſeeute him 
An indereſt in the world de come; hence is the 
Agree of his heart,” with bleſſed Paul, 7 aw 
Joan that wither dtath nor" lift,” vor angels, 
e, nor powers, nor" things preſent, 
2 tins, Ban — ies nor" dep pth, nor T4 
Nom 4 48; 39- 
Obſervation 2d. 


19% Seen tes dass 

of che ſtate of a beever, it is jeiſtly and reaſon- 

ably te de e ne ſhould be che moſt holy 

man, ſeeing bas motives, encouragements, 

helps, and aNftarices, that others have not. The 

: E -atready* gy | 
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hould be a continua! and powerful exciterfient_ t 
gratitude, love and Cece? becauſe heck his 

bounded "ſhall we continue to ſin. chat it may a- 


bound ? God forbid. Go in peace, faid our Lord 
to the woman taken in adultery, and fn no wore; 
let not my Kindneſs and clemency towards thee _ 
be an encquragement to repeat thy wickedneſs, 
but rather let à ſenſe of my goodneſs lead thee 
to F can for thy former Nies | 1 
t | 
G 


. 


is peculiar to the believer to have the fear 


quired by the apoſtle to the Coloſſians in thoſe 


words, if ye then be riſen with Chriſt, jet your af- 


Jeon on things abeye,.. ch. iii, 1. They who 


ave had in time palt ſuch. views and expectations, 
have both with their lips and in their lives con- 
feſſed that they were bot pilgrims pore below, 
and were ſeeking a better country. Heb, xi. 13, 14, 
and #ruly, ſaid the ſame apoſtle, our converſation 
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It is true, believers in common with other men, 
have the world, the fleſh, and the devil, mili- 
tating againſt them; but then herein lies their 
ſuperior and diſtinguiſhed advantage, they have 
a power engaged on their ſide, infinitely ſuperior 
to all that can oppoſe them, for as the hills land 
round about Ferujalem, even ſo doth the Lord fland 
round about bis people, Pl. cxxv. 2. Here is their 
defence; and it is the Lerd that worketh in them 
1% will and do of bis good pleaſure, here is their 
£7 ſpiritual ſtrength. . # TE nh 
Laſtly, It may be obſerved, that a behever muſt 

needs be the moſt happy man; ſeeing he is delivered 


hs from what muſt always imbitter che ſweeteſt cups 
of an unbelic ver, and mingle with his pureſt plea- 


ſures ingredients more diſtaſteful than that of gall 
and wormwood. I mean, the frequent clamours 
and accuſations of a guilty conſcience, the diſ- 
vieting apprehenſions of an offended God, the 
2 of death, and the awful judgment of God, 
together with the endleſs woes prepared for the un- 
odly. The believer ng longer ſubjected, to theſe 
ears, he runs with cheatfulneſs in the ways of 
God's commandments, and experiences wi/dom”s 
ways to be ways of pleaſanineſs, and all ber 
paths to be the paths of peace. Others may ſome- 
times conceive of him, as one that is a ſtranger 
to pleaſure, and hurries on a tedious life without 
enjoying it; whereas on the contrary, thoſe very 
things they eſteem ſo deſirable, and in which they 
*make the pleaſure of life ro conſiſt, are the 2 
things that he rejoices and finds it his greateſt 
happineſs to he delivered from. The believer 
finds the truth of what inſpiration has recorded, 
bat godlineſs is profitable both for this life, and for 


bs £16 ©. 4 „ „ 


SERMON VIII. 227 
that to come; and finds himſelf happy in what the 


Lord has done for him alfeady, . and happy'in ex- 
pectation of greater and more perfect felicity to be 


enjoyed hereafter. 


I. ſhall need ſay little, I preſume, by way of ap- 


plication; one principal uſe I would have you 


make on what has been ſpoken, and that is, ſe- 
riouſly, and immediately to enquire whether you 
have obtained this precious faith; it muſt be al- 


lowed I think by all of you who have attended 


to the uſe and excellency thereof, that it is a bleſ- 
much to be deſired, yea more than gold, or 
much fine gold. : RR 
Without faith you will never be able to lift up 
your heads in the prent day of the Lord, Jeſus | 
the judge will condemn the unbelievers, with all 
the liars and the abominable to everlaſting baniſh- 
ment fron God and the glory of his power, and 
ſuch mu{ have their portion, and a dreadful por- 
tion it will be, in the lake that burneth with fire 
and brimſtone, Rev. xxi, 8, Examine yourſelves 
therefore, whether ye begin the faith, prove your 
own ſeives : know ye not your own ſelves that Jeſus 


Chriſt is in you except ye be reprobates, 2. Cor. xiii. 
5. 7 (Morag 
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Simon Peter a ſervant and an apoſtle 
of Feſus Chrift, to them that babe 


obtained like precious faith with us, 
\ through therighteauſne/s of God, and 
our Saviour Feſus Chrift. 


F this precious faith in my text, I have 
Io retty largely in my former dif- 

; © "courſe road theſerwords ; fo that time 
conſtrained me to — what remained in the 
latter part of my text untill a more ſeaſonable op- 
portunity ; and as kind providence has now favour- 
ed me with that opportunity, I thankfully em- 


brace it, and pray that the good God would make 


it a profitable one both for you and me. I ſhould 
not have called your attention ſo cloſely, and de - 


tained you ſo long in deſcribing the preciouſneſs 
of faith, but that I know man's natural pride is 


with ſo much difficulty brought to ſtoop and ſeek 


ſalvation thereby; that every other means muſt be 
tried, and every expedient ſifted in order that 
man may have 10 


omewhat to aſcribe to himſelf. 


© 


Man 


f 


f 
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Man was originally made to live by his own 


'" righteouſneſs, and although now fallen from God, 


and having loſt all ability ro perform the holy 
precepts of the law, to which life and falvation 


were promiſed, yet he naturally inclines to think 


there is ſome good thing in his broken and im- 
rfect obedience which deſerves to be rewarded. 
This very groſs, and what if not-corre&ted, will 
a fatal miſtake, ariſes, I conceive, from 
man's natural blindneſs in not attending to the 
commandment which requires truth in the in- 
ward parts, and can diſpeuſe with no obedience 
that is not perfect; and from his own innate 
pride which ſets too great a value an his own 
works; and from a diſregard to the word of God, 
which holds forth ſalvation, as not attainable by 
works of any kind, but by faith in Jeſus Chriſt. 
'Fhe apoſtle Paul has handled this point largely 
and ſo demonftratively in his ſeveral epiſtles to 
the churches, that nothing but blindneſs, - pride 
and unbelief, can occaſion a miſtake therein. 
The ſcriptures every where ſpeak of ſalvation 
by Chriſt, for ts him give all the prophets witneſs, 
and the apoſtle aſſures us, there is not ſalvation 
in any other, that another foundation cannot be laid, 
that there is no other name given under beaven 
whereby we can be ſaved ; and our Lord himſelf, 
who beſt knew his errand into the world, tells us, 
that whoſoever believeth on him ſhall not” periſh, 
but bave everlaſting life, and that he is the way, 


and no man cometh unto the father but by bim. 
Many who read and pretend to receive inſtrue- 
tion from the ſcriptures for working out their 
falvation, yet have their notions and ideas fo dark 
and confuſed, that it is eaſy to perceive their 
2 minds 
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minds were never enlightened by the glorious got- 
pel oi Jeſus: Chriſt. Such are they, who while 
they talk of ſalvation by Chriſt yet think ſome 
previous qualifications are neceſſary to recommend 
them to his favour and acceptance; and that they 


muſt by a long train of pre- requiſites, (all which 


are ſuppoſed to have ſomething of merit in them) 
pave their way to the mediator, which being done, 


they tacitly make a demand on heaven, and ſeem 


to thir k it ſtrange if any doubts ſhould yet re- 
main of their being accepted. Now it is evi- 
dent ſuch perſons were never yet taught by the 
ſpirit, of God, which ſpirit not only convincis men 
of the evil of fin, hut of the inſufficiency of any 
_ righteouſneſs. of their own, ſeeing the very foun- 
_ tain from whence theſe ſtreams of holy works 
ſhould proceed, is quite poiſoned and corrupted, 
and that the very beſt of men in a ſtate of unre- 
generacy and out of Chriſt, are © all as an un- 
« clean thing, and their righteouſneſſes are as filthy 
„ rags.” 11. Ixiv, 6. The holy ſcriptures know 
of no righteouſneſs, that can ſilence the crying 
and large demands of the law of God, but the 
perfect obedience of Jeſus ; nor allows any works 
as good in the eye of that perfect law, but ſuch 
as flow from faith in the ſon of God; ſo that all 
the good works of an unbeliever are but leſs fla- 
grant fins, for in this ſtate nothing is done, no- 


thing can be done, with ſuch ſingleneſs of eye to 


God's glory, and with ſuch purity of heart and 
fervency of affection, as his moſt holy law juſtly 


requires | | 
God from the abundance of his mercy, and the 


exceeding richneſs of his grace, hath ſignified by 


his word, his good pleaſure towards a ſinful _ 


ſ 


ſ 


/ 
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in bringing to everlaſting happineſs. and the en- 


joyment of himſelf in heavenly glory, all that 
ſhould { renouncing and diſclaiming all merit in 
themſelves) believe on Jeſus, and rely on his all 
perfectly finiſhed work for their acceptance and 
ſalvation; but in order to cut of all glorying in 
an arm of fleſn, and hide pride frum man, what 
is declared in his bleſſed word, as the foundation 
of faith, can only be attended to, and cordially 
— Wa through the efficiency of his bleſſed 
_— | 
* Herice the apoſtle to the Epheſians ſaith, God 
„ who is rich in mercy for the great love where- - 
„ with he loved us, even when we were dead in 


4 fins hath quickened us together with Chriſt, 


« by grace ye are ſaved through faith, and that 
* not of yourſelves it is the gift of God.” chap. 
ii, 4, 5, 8. And again, Phillip. i, 29, © to you 
it is given in the behalf of Chriſt, not only to 
believe,“ &c. And in the paſſage of our text, 
Peter wrote to them that had obtained like precious 


faith, To which words, that I may ſpeak in- 


ſtructively, and by the divine bleſſing, edifyingly, 
I ſhall proceed agreeable to my propoſal in ſhew- 
ing the manner of obtaining the precious faith, of 
which you have heard ſo many excellent e 0 | 
But firſt, Let it be noted that the words, hav-_ 
ing obtained, ſeem to imply that theſe perſons ſo 
highly favoured in partaking of this ineſtimable 
5 t were not always in the poſſeſſion of it; be- 
ore they obtained it they had it not, and ſince their 


obtaining it they ſtand indebted for it as a gift be- 


ſtowed. I obſerve this firſt, that believers may not 
think more highly of themſelves than they ought 


to think, but may be mindful of the rock from 


whence 


s RMO NM M. 


cious faith, may not fink down | in, deſpondency 


and ſay there is no hope. Faith is not an heredi- 


tary bleſſing, i it is not to them that arcboxn of blood; 


none are born believers, nor have an ever been 
taught faith by human teaching and — the will 


of. man; for all believers are tau ght of God, a- 
greeable to thoſe words. of our Lord, eit is writ- 
ten in the Yrophets, they ſhall all be taught of 
4 God, he therefore that hath heard and learned 
« of the facher cometh to me,“ John vi. 45. 


No man ever. yet in an unconverted tate, carried 
himſelf ſo upright and improved his natural 


abilities ſo di gently, and to ſuch excellent pur- 
poſe as either to attain, by the light of nature to 
the Knowledge of God and himſelf, or to deſerve 
as the reward of his prudence, and ſuperior * 
city the favour of God, or the precious gift of 
faith. Men in their natural ſtate, may much ex- 
cel one another in the ſtriftneſs of their moral 
conduct, there may be ſomething amiable in their 
deportment and behaviour, for which they may 


deſerve. the eſteem and e of their fellow- 
creatures, as being uſeful 


ſociety; but. ſtill 
nature can never riſe above its fountain head, all 


their works will be the works of nature ſtill; and 


to imagine that any thing we can do may de- 
ſerve the grace of God, is to ſet too great a value 


on our own, works, and to depreciate the real 
van and e of that ag. | 


2 they were hewp z and the hole of the. pit. 
from. whence they were digged; for what have 
you to glory in my brethren, that 2 have not 
received and if ye did receive it, hy do ye. 
glory as if ye had not received, It, 1 Cor. iv. 7. 
ad, That ſuch as have not yet obtained pre- 


Men 


' 


„ N, . 203 


Men of - this: character will ſeldom fail to fin 
an undue value on What they are, and oh Whar 
they do, whereas a man taught of God, ſees ſo 
much imperſection in all his performances, that 
he's. aſhamed-to look upon them, | bluſhes to con- 
ſider them, and frankly owns they are of no real 
worth, andi if at all regarded by God, it muſt be 
ſolely for the ſake of Jeſua Chriſt 3 hence we 
hear the apoſtle to Tuus freely confeſling, that 
what had been done for them, was merely of the 

pleaſure ot God, Tit. 111. , Not by works 

“of righteouſneſs which we have done, but ac- 
“ cording to his mercy he ſaved us, by che 
„ waſhing of regeneration, and by the rene wing 
„of the Holy Ghoſt.” | 1p 
Precious faith in my text is ſaid to have been 
obtained, that is, as the original word imports, 
by lot, in which ſenſe the ſame word is uſed, 


Luke i, 9, Acts i, 17, John xix, 24, and ſerves 


to confirm what I have been inſiſting upon, that 
as faith is the gift of God, ſo he gives it to 
whomſoever he will, and the ſpirit the agent in 
this work as the heavenly wind, bloweth where 
and when it liſteth. Again, the text particular- 
ly noteth, that this precious ſaub is obtained 
through the righteouſne/s of Gd and our Saviour 


Jeſus Cbriſt; hereby is excluded all our works 


from having any part in obtaining it; and what but 
a deceived heart, and a miſtaken eſtimation of our 
ſelves, and our poor performances, could ever 
lead us to think we could by any of our doings 
deſerve the favour of that God, who has, (as though 
it were done on purpoſe to ſilence our haughty 
claims, and to ſtop every mouth in his preſence) 


ſet forth his exceeding greatneſs and majeſty, and 


man's 


r 
— 


man's nothingneſs and vanity in compariſon there- 


of, in that ſtriking paſſage of the ae I ch. 
xl. 12, and following, in language ſo truly picture- 


eſque and affecting, that one would imagine a 


man need only read, in order to ſee himſelf the 
very nothing creature, he is there deſeribed to be. 

Let us turn to the paſſage and obſerve it. Ho 
awfully great and 1 muſt that being be, 

who in his ſtrength has not only ſet faſt the 
mountains, but takes up the %s as à very little. 
tbing ; the vaſt abyſs of mighty waters which fill 
the capacious bed of the ſeas, he mea ſuretb in the 
bollow of bis hand, and the expanded fties are 


| myted with bis ſpan, the duſt which compoſes this 
huge terraqueous globe hb comprebendeth in a mea- 
\ ſure, and the ponderous hills with all their maſſy 


load of rocks and trees, he weighs in ſcales, and 
holds the ballances in his hand. And what muſt 
frail and feeble man be when compared to this 
inconceivably great and glorious God ? Behold the 
nations, all that encompaſs the habitable world 
from pole to pole, from eaſt to weſt, are before 
him, @s @ drop of a bucket, and are counted, not- 
withſtanding the value they may ſet upon them- 


ſelves as the ſmall duſt of the ballance, ver. 15, 


And leſt we ſhould yet ſet ſome value upon what 
we do, as conceiving ourſelves to be ſomething, 
it is added, all nations before bim are as nothing, 
and they are counted to him leſs than nothing and 
vanity. Rl | W 
Now after due attention given to this humbling 
ſcripture, wherein we ſee the diſparity between 
us and that God with whom we have to do, is ſo 
reat, that it admits of no compariſon, is it poſ- 
bie we can yet think that the works of ſuch no- 
thing 
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thing creatures can be ſomerhing and have in them 
ſomething excellent to challenge the divine at- 
tention, and bring in this glorious being as a 
debtor ? No, all that for which we have any 
ground to hope God will be er or can 
ever expect to find fayour with him, muſt be ſole- 
ly of his ſovereign grace and mercy in and through 
his well- beloved ſon. — mY 

That precious faith, therefore, by which we lay 
held on the bleMngs and benefits of the Redeem-' 
er's death and ſufferings is obtained, not by works, 
but of grace ; not for the ſake of what we have 
done, but /h ough the righteouſne/s of God and our Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt. If the apoſtle be ſuppoſed b 
the term righteouſneſs to mean the juſtice of God, 
or the faithfulneſs of God, in keeping and ful- 
filling his promiſes made to the fathers concern- 
ing te Meſſiah, and the bleſſings to be diſpenſed 
"through him, it ſtill leads us to conceive of God 
as the donor of theſe bleſſings, and amongſt all 
others that of faith, and that ſuch benefits are 
beſtowed ſolely for the ſake of Jeſus; ſuch in- 
terpretation would perfe&ly correſpond with all 
ſcripture declaration and analogy of faith, for 
whatever favours God at any time gave his peo- 
ple reaſon to expect from him, were all to be ex- 
pected in and through a mediator ; and to this 
end ſerved all the ſacrifices under the moſaic diſ- 
19mm every bleeding victim had reſpect to 

eſus. | | 

If by the term 7ightecuſneſs the apoſtle be ſup- 

ſed ro mean the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, that is, 

is active and paſſive obedience, as the original 

reading may very well bear it, the righteouſneſs of 
our God and Saviour Jeſus Chrift, it amounts juſt 

*. * to 


to the ſame thing as before ; for that ever God 
made any promiſes of life and ſalvation to ſinners 
was with reſpe& unto Chriſt, and that he could 
_ Conſiſtent with his juſtice confer theſe bleſſings, 
was n ee and as the effect of the Re- 
deemer's riyhteouſne/s,. that is, bis holy life and 
meritorious ſin-atoning death. All the riches. of 
grace and glory art treaſured up in Chriſt, as pur- 
chaſed by his blood, and every gift beſtowed on 
poor ſinners is for his ſake alone, in him mercy 
Aud truth have met teget ber, righteouſneſs and peace 
dave kiſſed one another, God in Chriſt can be 
Juſt, and yet juſtify the ungodly. Rom iv. 5. 
It appears then that precious faith is the gift of 
God, and that it is given and beſtowed only for 
the ſake of what Chriſt has done and ſuffered , 
therefore our works whatever value we may ſet 
upon them, are no procuring cauſe of ſalvation, 
in whole, or in part; nor can any degree of ſor- 
row for ſin, any quantity of tears ſhed, or any 
number of prayers preferred, render us more 
worthy to be the objects of divine compaſſion, or 
give us any good foundation that we ſhall obtain 
this precious: faith, as the deſert of ſuch ſorrow 
and repentance. Yet here I would beg leave to 
obſerve concerning the ordinary ſtate in which a 
- ſoul finds itſelf at the time of it's obtaining pre- 
cious faith, the following things, 
iſt, No man did ever yet obtain precious faith, 
that prior to it, had not ſome ſenſe of the evil of 
fin, and ſome degree of ſorrow for it. No man, 
I preſume, had ever yet any real ſenſe of the evil 
of fin, but in conſequence of his being quicken- 
ed by the ſpirit of God; and where this is the 
caſe, a ſoul is brought to a ſenſe of feeling, and 
can- 
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eannot poſſibly taſte the bitterneſs of ſin, and now 
feel himſelf under the deadly difeafe thereof, but 
it creates ſorrow; ſighing, lamentation and woe; 
and therefore ſuch ftate of ſorrow naturally and 
I think neceffarily, precedes that ſtate of joy and 
ladneſs which can only be experienced as an ef- 
EA of faith. l . es 
© 24, The whole, fays our Lord, need not a pby- 
fician, but they that are fick; the goſpel is the glad 
tidings of ſalvation by Chrift, but it is certain 
none but 1 want falvation will either 
defire to credit rt, or pay any regard un- 
to it; the miniſters of the 2 75 may 12 their 
utmoſt ſkill ro ſer forth the Saviour in the mt 
amiable and deſirable character, but none will 
eredit their report, but thoſe to whom the arm of the 
Lord is revealed, If. liii. . We are told the whole. 
mu'titude ſought to touch Jeſus, and that virtus 
went from him and healed them all, Luke vi, 19, 
now this can only be ſpoken of the multitude o 
the diſeaſed, for none elſe had need of healing. 
All poor finners that are quickened by the ſpi- 
fit of God, and convinced of the evil of fin, do 
not all feel the ſame compunction of ſpirit, nor 
forrow for it in the fame degree; nor does it ap- 
pear neceffary that they ſhould. Some under their 
firſt quickening and apprehenſions of their ſtate, 
find their conſciences ftormed as it were with all 
the dreadful artillery of Mount Sinai, while others 
are led on ſtep by ſtep from the moſt early dawn 
of ſpiritual day, to ſee ſin and themſelves, and are 
ſweetly allured by the voice of the turtle to caſt 
themſelves on Jeſus the Saviour. | 
Why it is that all conceive not alike of them- 
ſelves under conviction of fin, we may perhaps be 


# 
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better able to ſay, when we know why the texture 
and frame of human bodies are not exactly the 


ſame; at preſent it ſhall ſuffice me to ſay, that as 
men are not all guilty before God of crimes equally 


offenſive, it ſeems. reaſonable that the degree of 


ſorrow and compunction for fin, be ſomewhat pro 


. 


portioned to the greatneſs of the guilt; if there 
be any other reaſon for the different degrees of 
ſorrow under a ſenſe of fin, probably it may be 
owing to the difference of conſtitution, I have 
laid before you theſe things in order to correct a 
prevailing miſtake, viz. that ſuch a certain de- 
gree of ſorrow muſt be experienced, cer a perſon 


could have any ground to expect faith and deli- 


verance; and where ſuch notions as theſe are pro- 
pagated and attended to, people are naturally led 
to place ſome dependance on their. ſorrow, as 
though ſome proportionate meaſure of trouble, 
could purchaſe ſome adequate, or proportionable 
degree of grace. 9 705 1 
From all this it appears then, that although in 
the ordinary way of obtaining precious faub, a 
time of ſorrow and heavineſs (the effect of the 
ſpirit of bondage will generally precede a time of 
Joy and gladneſs, the effect of the ſpirit of adop- 
tion z) yet this ſorrow and trouble has nothing in 
it of merit to deſerve the gift of faith, nor de- 
ſerves any farther regard than as it appears to be 
a godly ſorrow, and ſo far may prove the rege- 
neration of the ſoul. Precious faiih then, is only 
to be obtained for the ſake of what Jeſus has done 
and ſuffered, and to ſcek it, or expect it any other 
way, or for any other cauſe or reaſon beſides this, 
is not only to expect the bleſſing out of God's ap- 
pointed way, but is a depreciating of the Re- 
e ee 7 deemer's 
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deemer's righteouſneſs, and a flight put upon the 
goſpel method of ſalvation, e 
What bleſſing ſo valuable, that his incom 7 
reat and perfect righteouſneſs could not procure, 
5 — it was a rig bteouſneſi, fully anſwering all 
the demands of the injured or preceptive — 
a righteouſneſs ſpotleſs as the ſun, in reſpect of 
its purity, conſummate as the adorable Jehovah, 
that wrought it out, and infinitely. glorious in its 
worth and-excellency for poor ſinners. _ ' 
za, I now proceed, in the third place to ſpeak 
of the ſameneſs of precious faith in all that do 
obtain it. There are ſome. things in which faich 
is not the ſame, 1ſt, The faith of Abraham and 
all the prophets, differed from the faith of apoſtles 
and chriſtians, - in that the former looked forward 
to the Meſſiah to come, and the latter look 
back ward to the Meſſiah already come; yet the 
foundation of faith, which is the word of God, 
and the promiſe of ſalvation by Chriſt, was the 
ſame to both, 2d, All men have not the ſame 
meaſure or degree of faith, Abraham was ſtron 
in faith, and gave glory to God, Peter was — 4 
in faith when he denied his Lord and maſter; 
alſo the apoſtle John writes in his epiſtle, to fathers, 
young men, and children, and ſome in every age 
and place are ſtrong in faith, and live more abun- 
dantly the life of faith, while others are weak in 
the faith, and are toſſed to and fro with every 
wind of doctrine. 
Again zd, Faith is not the ſame at all times in 
the ſame perſon ; the object and foundation of 
faith remain immoveable and firm, but by reaſon 
of infirmities which cleave to, and are interwoven 
with our nature here below, our faith yields us 
' not 
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not all times che ſame joyous ſenfations, nor are 
pe fo well able to defend ourſelves thereby againſt 
the enemies of our peace. What a wonderful 
degree of faith was manifeſt in Peter, when he 
aid; Lord bid me- come lo thee on the water, but 
how was it enervated and weakened, when he ſaw 
the winds boiſterous and the billows foaming. = 
bot precious faith is the ſame in all that Obtain 
it in the following things: |, In the quality 
thereof, the faith of an inſpired apoſtle, or pro: 
Phet, and the faith of the vileſt proſtitute, now 
converted and believing; for whatever it may 
differ in the quantity and ſtrength, its nature and 
_ qualiry muſt needs be the ſame, 1ft. Becauſe, it is 
me eſſect of the ſame ſpirit, and Ike cauſes pro- 

duce like effects; no man ever believed or ob- 
tained faith in any degree dy the power of his 


Vuaural abillties, but it is alike in all, the gift of 


| God, produced by that fpirit who gives to every 
man ſeverally as he will. 2d, It is in all that 
obtain it the purchaſe of the ſame blood and 
righteouſneſs, for as there is but one faith, ſo this 
is the faith of the operation of God, and what 
is beſtowed as the effect of the Redeemer's righte - 
ouſneſs. 3d, In whatever degree or meaſu.e it is 
poſſeſſed, it has been obtained the ſame way, 
„ through the righteoufneſs of God and our Sa- 
% viour Jeſus Chriſt;“ for it has been proved that 
precious faitb cannot be obtained any other way. 
4th, To whomſoever precious faith is given, be 
les quantity or ſtrength what it will, it is intende 
to anſwer the fame gracious purpoſes to the poſ- 
ſeſſor; to lead him to Chriſt, to caſt the 50150 
his merits, to bring a ſenſe of pardon to the con- 
ſcience, to fill the heart with joy and peace, and 


lead 


: 
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lead the poor needy and naked finer, to take from 
the fulnels of the Lord, Chriſt whatſoever, it can 
want. Laſtly, although. all do not poſſeſs faith in 
the ſame, meaſure, yet all believers: poſſeſs it as 
the ſame precious faith; faith in the ſmalleſt mea- 
ſure thereof. is as truly precious, as a ſpark of fire 

as in it the nature 2 and is truly fire. The 
ſtrong in faith experience more abundant conſo- 
lation, but the weak in faith have their anchor ſo 
57 75 y.caſt, that they can never ſuffer wreck. 
The ſtrong in faith give mote glory to God, while 
they dare to believe the truth of his word and 
promiſes, even when ſenſe and reaſon can yield 
them no ſupply; and the weak in faith cannot 
give God the lye, nor ſuffer their hope to be en- 
tirely cut off. 140 en don dem At a 6 
hs precious faith appears to have been the 
ſame in reſpect to its quality, in all that have = 


* 


On 


edit; but as a greater quantity, or more ſtrong fait 
at once brings more glory to God, and his intere 


and makes the beſie vers paſſage through the work 


more comfortable and pleaſant ; what reaſon have 
of the diſtreſſed parent in 
the goſpel; „ Lord I believe, help thou mine 
+, unbeliet,” Mark ix. age. /ꝗ%ꝙ%46nuI ew 
2d, Precious faith is the ſame as to bash | 
viewing nothing in any age or place, 7 all 
perfect righteouſneſs of the ſon of God, - whether 
it was the ante · incarnation faith, or the poſt incar- 
nation, its object was the ſame, viz. the ſuffering, 
ſatisfying Saviour; ſtrong faith and faith moſt 
trembling and feeble have ſlill viewed the ſame 
object. When the Almighty Lord, paſſed the 
ſentence of condemnation upon the old ſerpent the 
devil, and in the curſe of angels, held forth and 


CG pro- 


= 


promile a bleſſing to fallen Adam, it is not un- 
: 1 . 


kely that Adam's heart in that droqping and dif- 


treſſed ſtate, was filled with joy and peace in he- 
lie ving this firſt goſpel ſermon that was ever preach- 
ed. I fay its not unlikely that Adam in that 
bleſſed hour taſted- the preciouſneſs of faith built 
upon God's gracious ward, and looking to- the 
woman's ſeed the ſubject: of that . for it 
is probable that Adam immediately began as a 
pee in his family, and the then little church to of- 
fer facrifices unto God, which ſacrifices had reſpe& 
unto Jeſus Chriſt, and as ſuch juſtified his faith, 
and gave him to enjoy the comfortable fruits and 
elfe thereof in his lll. 
- Moſes informs us that the Lord God made 
coats of ſkins, and cloathed Adam and his wife; 
as a grant was not yet given to live upon animal 
food, it is moſt likely thoſe beaſts were ſlain and 
offered in ſacrifice. ' But be this as it will, ſacri- 
fices were „ to be offered by God himſelf, 
and the apoſtle to the Hebrews tells us, that be 
law, (meaning the ceremonial) was a ſhadow of 
good things to come, but the thing ſhadowed. or 
ſet forth by theſe, was the Lord Chriſt. ; 
© God had no pleaſure in the blood of a ſlain 


beaſt, fave as theſe creatures had reſpe& unto the 


lamb of God, and whenever the offerers of theſe 
ſacrifices, ceaſed to look through the figure, to the 
end thereof, he ſignified his diſlike and averſion to 
theſe external things: To what purpoſe is the 
„ multitude of your ſacrifices unto me, ſaith the 
Lord, I am full of the burnt-offerings of rams, 
and the fat of ted beaſts, and I delight not in the 
* blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of 1 
IC. i. 11. But when the ſlain beaſt was offered in 
Mm 19 8 | faith, 
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ot faith, and the offerer had reſpe& unto Jeſus, the 
Lord alſo had reſpect unto him, and to his offer- 


71 ing, for Jeſü's fake ; this was the caſe with Abel. 
1 When the devoted heifer was bound to the horns 
78 of the altar;ic typified the covenant-engagement, 
he With Which the eternal ſon was bound to do and 
1 ſuffer all che law of God could juſtly inflict or 
it demand: im order to fave his people 
. | © © Teſus Having engaged bis heart to draw near to 
& God in the behalf of his people; Jer. xxx, 21, 
oF "Gould not go from it, for in ibe volume of the book 
3 theſe things were recorded concerning him. When 


Abraham lifted up his hand to offer his beloved 
Iſaac in ſacrifice to God, he by faith ſaw the 
bleeding dying Jeſus, pouring out his ſoul unto 
death to atone for ſin, and in the entangled ram, 
which he offered in the ſtead of his ſon, he ſaw 
the reſurrection of Jeſus in a figure. Heb. xi, 
1 "When the wood was laid in order upon the al- 
tar, and the victim divided into parts and diſpoſed 
upon the wood; the believing offerer beheld in 
faith the Saviour as faſtened to the accurſed tree; 
and while the fat and the ſweet incenſe aſcended 
in a flame of flagrancy towards heaven, the offer- 
er was taught that it was a facrifice of a ſweet 
ſmelling favour ; and has it had reſpect unto Je- 
- fus, was acceptable to God. In a word, the low- 
ing bullock and the bleating lamb, ſpake of Je- 
ſus, and in language ſimilar to that of the bap- 
tiſt, ſaid, behold the lamb of God: The faith of 
Adam, and the faith of Paul, with all from eaſt 
to weſt, in the infancy of days, and in the age 
of time, in reſpect to it's object, is the ſame z no- 
thing is amiable, nothing deſirable, in compari- 
15 a gil ſon 
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whoſe language by teaſon of his ſuper-eminent 
excellency is, none but Chri none but Chri iſt. 


Before his incarnation and manifeſtation, to 5 


world he is called, be deſire f al natinns.; 
ter his appearance and the manifeſtation f 
ſelf to the believing, ſoul, all things, are 2 ' 
as dxeſs and dung in compariſon of him 
gd,  Precions 415 is the ſam? in, all ages an 
places in reſpect to it's ſuhject, that Which 
is converſant about; which i is me RR 
"a in himſelf or in any 


the Lord Chxiſt. 
— buve or in the 


What can the beliey 
other creature in the 
earth below, wherein he may take comfort, anti 
on which he may rely, beſides the ſuffering ſon of 
God? Faith ſees a fullneſs i in him that can ſilence 
every cry and ſatisfy every want; all the patriarchs 
and prophets looked to this and were ſaved. 
Noahs faith was principally, employed about the 1 
holy and obedient life of Jeſus, when he built an 
ark 0 the ſafety of himſelf and his houſe, and 
was made an heir of that righteouſneſs which is by 
| faith;; and having ſeengthe vengeance of God exe- 
2 cured on the world of, ungodly ſinners, he ſaw. 
in the ſacrifice he aces, unto the Lord. when 
he came out of the ark, the ſweet ſayour of * 
Mediator's death. , 
The patriarch Jacob, ſweetly ſung * Chiift 
and his righteouſneſs, a little before his departure. 
from his pilgrimage ſtate; * the ſcepter ſhall not 
« depart from Judah, nor a law-giver from be-' 
« tween his feet untill Su1.on come; and un- 
to him ſhall the gathering of the people be, 
1 * eg his fole unto the vine, and his ales colt 
« unto 
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«"ynto' the choice vine, he watked his garments 
«jt Wine, and his cloaths in the blood of the 
wh Gen. xlix, 10, 11. Simeon rejoiced, 


5 he child Jeſus was brought into the tem- 


ſeeing that ſalvation, Jacob waited for, and 


therefore deſtred to depart in peace. David cele- 


brated the righteouſneſs of the Redeemer, as that 

which was more to be deſired, and more to be 

delighted in, that all manner of riches. My tongue 

Hall talk of thy righteouſneſs all the day long, for 
it' is very high : Bleſſed is the people that know — 
Joyful ſound, they ſpall walk, O Lerd in the lig 

23 countenance, in thy name ſhall they rejoice a 


day, and in thy righteouſneſs Hall they be — 
Pf: Ixxxix, 15, 16, &c. Thus ſang the holy men 


of old, and rejoiced in the diſtant proſpect of him 


upon whom help was laid ; and bleſſed Paul, has 
made it manifeſt in all his writings that his faith . 
was ſolely employed about Jeſus and the perfec- 
tion of that righteouſneſs, he had wrought out 
in his holy life, and obedient death. 
I determined, ſays he, to know nothing 
you, ſave Feſus Chriſt and bim crucified ; and thoſe 
things that were gain to me, F counted lofs for Chriſt, 
yea droſs and dung, in compariſon of thoſe things 
that pertain to Jeſus. Paul no longer talked about 
His anceſtry, and regular life, when he had once 
by faith ſeen Jeſus; Chriſt was all his theme, 
and his blood and righteouſneſs the crown of his 
rejoicing ed forbid, ſays he, that I ſhould glory 
oo in he croſs of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. Gal. vi, 
Paul could not bear the thought of being 
found at laſt in any other ſtate chan in this 
e Which is or God by apa Phillip. 
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Ah, Precious faith is the ſame in all believers; 
in the ordinary effects it produces. All that ob- 


tain it are juſtified by it, and equally juſtified, 


for the ſmalleſt meaſure of precious faith obtains 
from God in Chriſt, 1ſt, A full juſtification, let 


his tranſgreſſions have been ever ſo many, or the 


guilt of them ever ſo enormous, the precious hood 
of Jeſus which precious faith has reſpe& unto, 
cleanſeth from them all. Never a ſinner yet came' 
to Jeſus whoſe tranſgreſſions were too many to 
be pardoned ; ſinners are not forgiven, becauſe 
they ſeek not mercy according to the appointed 
means, our Saviour complained when upon earth, 
Ze will nat come to me that ye might bave life; 
whoſoever cometh to me, I will in no wiſe caſt out. 
Such as conclude-againſt themſelves that their 
ſins are too great to be pardoned, do a double 
diſhonour to him that made them ; having in- 
jured his jufice by ſinning, they now injure his 
mercy by deſpairing: This was the caſe of Cain, 
when he had cruelly and-in a butcherly manner, 
imbrued his hands in his brother's blood, he cries 
out in deſpondency, m iniquity is greater than 
can be pardoned, and hereby ſets bounds to infinite 
mercy, and underyalued the precious blood of 


the Lord Chriſt, 2d, Precious faith in every de- 


gree thereof, obtains juſtification as a free and ſo- 
vereign act of mercy in Chriſt ;. faith pleads no 
merit in itſelf, or in the ſoul where it is. wrought, 
nor ſets: any value on any of it's works, but look- 
ing to what Jeſus has done, ſtretches forth it's 
hand to receive as a free benefit beſtowed for his 
ſake, a juſtification or abſolution from the guilt 
of all ſin through the redemption that is in him, 
Rom. iii. 24. 3d, Precious faith, obtains from God 

„„ ; through 
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through Chriſt a final juſtification; ſins pardoned 
by the tree grace of God in the mediator, will never 
be retra but are caſt like a ſtone into the 
depth of the ſea, and God remembers them no 
more. Thus faith in whatever degree it is poſſeſſ- 


ed, if it be genuine, the real precious faith we 


ſpeak of, obtains a juſtification full, free, and 


gad, Every degree of precious faith, obtains 
ſanctification; though not in che fame degree or 
meaſure thereof; juſtification, is the ſame in all 
that are juſtified, for a man is either pardoned, 
or not pardoned ; ſanctiſication, may admit of in- 


finite degrees, ſo that the ſame meaſure thereof 


will ſcarce be found in any two believers; yet 
all that do believe, have received a new and ſan- 
ctified nature; holineſs is ſown but not yet ripe, the 
child is born, but not grown up; yet ſuch ſan- 
ctification in the ſmalleſt meaſure thereof, or in 
the loweſt degree, has glory in it's nature, and is 
inſeparably connected with it ; for whom be juſtifies, 
them be alſo glorifies. | 

3d, As peace with God, acceſs to God, joy in 
the Holy Ghoſt, a lively hope, &c. are the or- 


dinary effects of precious faith, ſo all that partake 
thereof, find in a degree proportionable to their 


faith, theſe inward fruits are produced, and theſe 


bleſſings are obtained. Holy David was comfort- 
ed, ſtrengthened and ſupported according to his 


faith, when he ſays, I ſhould utterly have 
** fainted, but that I believed to, ſee the good - 


'** neſs of the Lord in the land of the living.“ 
Pſ. 27. And Paul, © we truſt in the living God, 
who hath delivered us, and doth deliver, in 


* whom 


| [4 whom we xruſt that be willy yer dung * Cor 

; 1 44 ba us Ar 1d 
"pk Where ever bled faith is plaritedy' as It 
is in it's nature a fruit-bearing tree, ſoit will pro- 
duce the fruits of piety, Ju ice, "mercy, "tempe- 
rance, chaſtity, &c. in proportion to it's ſize and 
enen for faith worketh by love! Noah be- 
ing poſſeſſed of precious faith, was a man eminent 
in his generations, à juſt man, a perfett man, and 
he walked with God. 

Paul tells Titus, that the grace of God" taug b 
men to deny ungodlineſs, and worldly luſls, Fa to 
live "Jo e and godly in "this preſent 
Word. 


F rom what bis been celivered we e may deduce 
theſe inferences. 


iſt, That ſalvation ebe to the Lord ; "TY 
ing our works have nothing in them to deſerve 
the favour of God, and that precious faith is the 
gift of God. Whoſoever then would lay any 
claim to falyation otherwiſe than as the gift of 
God, robs his maker, makes the blood of Jeſus 
of no avail, and if a miracle of mercy does not 
prevent it, wil eternally ruin his own foul. 
2d, Inaſmuch as the falyation we ſpeak of, is 
the ellect of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, it muſt 
needs - moſt perfect and compleat in every part 
thereo As his active and paſſive obedience, 


was the obedience of God-Mzn, there could be in it 
no imperfection, for as the human nature was hy- 
poſtatically joined with the divine, and the hy- 
man body was impregnated with God, every part 


of his obedience active and paſſive, had the I 
0 


* 
* 
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dixinity and perfection upon it; therefore the 
Na . e to be Pauben by a price ſo 
meſtimable, muſt have been ſecured agreeable to 
the intention. „„ 4 
£8 36, If precious faith, for the reaſons given, be 
alike precious to all that obtain it, then the weak- 
eſt believer has ſalvation aſcertained unto him, as 


well as the ſtrongeſt ; ſeeing it is the gift of the 


fame God, the effect of the ſame ſpirit, the re- 


ward of the ſame righteouſneſs, is given for the 


like gracious purpoſes, and has the ſame power 
engaged to. preſerye and reward it. ö 


n T4 l 
If ſalvation then be wholly of God, ſeek it not 
in yourſelves, or in your own performances; this 
will be to /pend your ſtrength for noug bt, and your 
labour for that which ſatisfieth not, let God have the 


4+ 


lory, bow yourſelves before him, and acknow- 


dee that you are poor needy helpleſs creatures, 
and are expecting your all from him. I will ſup- 
poſe that you are thoroughly convinced of the 


evil of ſin, that you have thereby abuſed the 


goodneſs of God, have violated his holy law, 
trampled upon his mercy, and are conſcious that 
you have juſtly forfeited his favour, and your ex- 
pectations of happineſs, are almoſt cut off and ex- 
tin& ; yet ſuch conviction and fight of yourſelves 
and ſins, have not been attained to by your own 
prudent attention, and natural light, but have 
been diſcovered and laid open in your hearts, by 
the efficiency of his grace and good ſpirit, and 
therefore the glory of this very dawn of ſalvation 
is wholly to be aſcribed to him. You are by na- 
ture dark and blind in your underſtandings, ſtub- 
We | born 
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born and refratory in your wills, and your heat 
are too proud and haughty to ow n oe 5 
yourſelves, and whatever has made a diſcovery ta 
vou of your innate darkneſꝭ muſt be a light hin- 
ing from above, a ray of the uncreated bright: 
nels. Why are not all your friends and kindred as 
much affected under a ſenſe of ſin as you are? 
Are they not ſinners alſo? Yes, yerily all baue 
finned. Are you more wiſe and prudent. than they, 
diſcovering, by your ſuperior ſagacity the great 
evil of ſin ? This you will ſcarcely he brought to 
ſay. Had you yourſelves always the like concep- 
tion of the evil of ſid, or have you only been ſin - 
ners of late time? This you know is nor ſa. To 
what then muſt the preſent ſenſe of ſin and yours 
ſelves be aſcribed to, if not to the illuminating 
grace of God now ſhining into your hearts as a 
light into a dark cavern ? And how under ſuch 
diſcovery of ſin, are you purpoſing to procure the 
ſalvation you want from the direful effects there: 
of? You are reſolving I make no doubt to correct 
your former errors and wrong dealings, to amend 
your lives, and tread the paths of virtue and ho- 
lineſs; and after ſuch laudabie- reſolutions have 
been carried into practice with all poſſible care, 
diligence and circumſpection, what do ye hope 
for? Will future obedience atone for paſt offences? 
No, in no wiſe, for perfect obedience at all times 
was a debt you owed the author of your being, 
Can you imagine ſuch obedience as you are pur- 
poling to pay, will be perfect and unremitted as 
the law requires? Sad experience, if you attend 
to that law, will ſoon convince you of the folly of 
ſuch imagination. £07970 
Perhaps you are reſolving to do ſomething, and 
. are 
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| obrained as the giſt of God, through tbe righteouſ- 


8 R M oN XX. 251 | 


"ry leaſing yourſelves with the thought, that God | 
| Kilo the reſt and make up your deficiences z 


8242 4 ray where is this written? And if this is not 
s declared method of ſalvation, who ſuggeſt- 

0 it 7 Can you not in this ſelf-contrived plan of 
ſalvation ſee the cloven foot? Is not ſelf and pride 
at the bottom of all this? What part in this work 
of your ſalvation is it that you proper to ma- 
nage ? [tis alread i ſuppoſed to be begun, and that 
by God, otherwiſe it would never have been ſet 
about? It is not unlikely you had ſtood idle or 
worſe than idle ?rill the ninth or eleventh hour, 
and if the good ſpirit of God had not inclined 


your hearts you. would have loitered till you had 


tumbled into hell. And now that God has be- 

n, do you intend by your own power and pru- 

ence to carry it n? Verily you will neither find 
cou nor conduct to withſtand the leaſt aſſault 
from ſin or ſatan, for without Chriſt you can 
* do nothing,” John xv, 3, you cannot main- 
tain your ground a day nor an hour. If then your 
ſalvation — wholly of God, ſeek to him alone, 
take ſhame and guilt and weakneſs to yourleavns 
and give to him the glory. 

Again, is ſalvation only to be obrained through 
faith in the Lord Chriſt, then let your works no 
longer have either name or place in obtaining the 
bleſſing ; if it was wholly purchaſed by the blood 
and righteouſneſs of the Redeemer, then freely 
acknowledge that he alone is worthy to receive 
wer, and riches, and u iſdom, and 2. and bo- 
our,” and glory, and bleſſing. Rev. v. And 
if precious faith is appointed as the 1 in 
laying hold on ſalvation, and this faith itſelf be 


E 
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neſs of our - God and Saviour Jeſus Crit; FLA look 
out of yourſelves, take off your attention from 
our 'own works, and lock to ſeſus; hear the 
Lerch of the Lord, O earth, for faith toimes* 
hearing, and bearing, (all that you can receive à 
_ comfort by) in from the word of Gt. 
2d. If the work and undertaking of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt was perfectly finiſhed and! cotnpleat, 
labour to ſettle in your minds the comfortable 


and intereſting truth; the work finiſhed, what re- 


mains to be done ? The debt diſcharged, who 
can make any further demands? Who hall lay. 
any thing to the tharge of God's ele? It is Chriſt 
that died, the anointed of the father, the Shiloh, 
the deſire of all nations, the woman's-ſeed who 1 8 
God over all bleſſed for ever; "Fea rather that' has 
_ riſes again, and hereby hath greet an inconteſta- 
bie proof of the ſufficiency of the ſacrifice he had 
offered. As nothing can increaſe the ſplendor and 
light of the ſun, or compare with che wn 
and brightneſs of it's beams; ſo nothing can a 
to the conſummate work of the holy Jefus, nor 
any righteouſneſs of ours be compared with the 
inimitable” excellency of his righteouſneſs. | 
Let your feaſted eyes then continually look to 
this, meditate thereon by night and by day, and 
let your charmed ears be attentiye to his laſt dy- i 
ing, but triumphant declaration, # is finiſhed. 
Your hearts may often ſuggeſt unto'you, that this 
or that good thing will 5./ 268 your peace; but if 
theſe would either thruſt themſelves into the place 
of Jeſus and his perfectly finiſhed work, or would 
offer themſelves as apxiliaries in the grand affair 
of your acceptance with God, you ought to put 
them OT as Jehu did the meſſengers bed Jorge 


king 
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| — work of his ſon, in that he hath, raiſed him 
from the — and exalted him as the great highs 
prieſt of his people to his right hand in heas 
ven. Set your affections there where Jeſus ſits; 
let the anchor of your hope be caſt in thatwhieh 
is entered within the vail; let your faith brin 

to your ſouls from the fulneſs of Jeſus a rich nd 
plentiful ſupply.; as your good works cannot ſave 

u, neither can your involuntary bat works edn> 
— you; for there is no condemnation to 
de them that are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not 
« after the fleſh but after the ſpiritz” Why ?-Bes 
cauſe * the righteouſneſs of the law. is fulfilled in 
i 6 us who walk not after the fleſh, hut er 
« ſpirit.” ” Rom. viii, 1, 3. 

„Lou may often ps your faith. afwlted,. and 
Whole troops. of diſtreſſing. and comfort-waſting 
' doubts, attempting to ſap your confidence and unc 
dermine all your ſp ritual joys; on one hand 
5 a ſenſe of the feebleneſs of your graces, may dif. 
quiet you, and on the other hand, the ſtrengtk 
of your yet remaining corruptions, and your many 
Neakneſſes and imperfections, may pronounee a 

ſentence of condemnation-in Four. anke od 
forced by the holy law of Gd. 

19 ſuch caſe, run with ſpeed into the ganles of 5 
Gethſemane, follow Jeſus to the croſs, view well 
his ſufferings, liſten to the language of his vocal 
ow and hear him proclaim to the filencingof 

your doubts, and the quieting of all your — 
it 4s finiſhed, Let this precious declaration be in- 
ſeribed on the t tables of your hearts, let the ſound 

N of 


of theſe words, the laſt words, the dying words; 
oͤf your father; brother; friend; O never let their 
ſound depart from your ears. Theſe attended td, 
_ theſe rightly underſtood,” the believer may anſwer, 
Iwill not only fay, all the objections of fin and 
ſatan but even of the righteous law, and the in- 


| flexible juſtice of God itſelf. Live cherefore on 


the fulneſs there is in Jeſus, die to fin; die to 
ſelf, and live by faith" in the ſon of Gut 1s 5! 
7% A ot ects cla vinge. | | 


Laſtly, Does precious faith lay fo faſt hold on 
Chriſt, that the ſmalleſt degree thereof will never 
quit it's hold, but will finally derive from Jeſus, 
everlaſting felicity to the ſoul ? let this animate and 
encourage the weak believer under all his droop- 
ings” and deſpondencies, that all the powers of 
the loweſt hell, ſhall never be able to tear him 
from his hold of Jeſus ; let him comfort himſelf 
with the aſſurance of the Redeemer's care of him, 
and love to him; if it were poſſible lie could ever 
loſe his hold of Jeſus; yet will Jefas never loſe 
| his hold of him, for he has loved him with an 
_ everlaſting love, and has diſcovered his affection 
for him, and his gracious purpoſes toward him, 
in that with loving kindneſs be bath arawn him. 

But again, as weak faith often leaves the ſoul 
expoſed to manifold temprations from the devil, 
and deprives the heart of that conſolation it might 
otherwiſe enjoy; labour for an increaſe of faith; 
it is the gift of God, in every mea ure and de- 
gree thereof; and as weak faith has acceſs given 
to God in and through the mediator, afk that 
more may be given you, ſeek that ye may And; 
vou have now the way open to a tender and in- 
dulgent father, who will give all neceſſary good 
M1 BIT -. © things 


things to his adopted children in Chriſt Jeſus, and 
Fil, not withold his holy ſpirit in all his quick- 
ening and, enlivening influences from thoſe that 
aſk, him. I add no more, May the God of all 
grace follow, with his bleſſing, what has been de- 
livered to the ear, and cauſe it to fink deep into 
. hearts, * in a holy converſation, to the 
: 0 


appinebs af your ſouls, and the: honour of God 
in Chrift Jelus. Amen, Amen, Ne 
no 
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are therefore to unlock the ca 


REVELATIONS. "xxl, 17. 


Whoſorver will, let him take o of the 
water 7 life freely.” 


*-ID4< who are ſent to preach the ever- 
Fs ., laſting go el, have full authority given 
2 in the dee charge of their function, to 
lay open the whole counſel of God as therein con- 
tained, and by uſing all poſſible ent compel 
Anners io come in. 

Hener the apoſtle of the entiles knowing the 
terrars of the Lord, and how 5 rful a thing it is to 


fall into the hands of ee, . labours to 
perſuade men, 


Cor. v. 11. N s an ambaſ- 
ſador of Chriff, he at other. tin — ionately in- 
treats and befeeches them ehe yeronciied to God, 
ver. 20. Miniſters of the 2 of Jeſus Chriſt, 


ict of jewels, o- 


2 


n the rich treaſury of God, and bring to light 
in the publication of the Everlaſting? goſpel, the 
dark counſels, and ſecret purpoſes of their great 
maſter, which were hidden from the ages tore- 
going. Paul eſteemed it a great honour that the 

— had conferred upon him, in that he had 
| put 


* 


of the good-w 


WF. - 4 | = - Nj 8 rr 2 i, Fg | 
pot him into the miniſtry, and commiſtioned him 
to preach among the gentiles the un/eerchable riches 
of Chriſt. | 


The bleſſed | goſpel contains a full declaration 

ill, and gracious purpoſes of God, 
towards ſinners, in giving his ſon for @ covenant 
of the people, and eternal life in him to all that 
believe, John iii, 16. Theſe glad ridings of life 
and ſalvation, are to be publiſhed in all the world, 
and preached to every creatare, Mark vi, 15, and 
although the bare hearing of the goſpel doth not 
effectually ſave the hearer, r the application of 
the goſpel by the irreſiſtible ſuaſion of the holy ſpi- 
rit doth: inſomuch that be who believes, bath ver- 
laſting life; is paſſed thereunto from a ſtate of ſpi- 


ritual death, and ball not come into condemnation, 
John v. 24. By whatever means the Lord may 


bring ſinners to himſelf, (for all things are poſſible 
to him;) the preaching of the goſpel is the moſk 
ordinary, for faiih comes by bearing, and bearing 


by the word of God, and how fhall they believe in 


him, of whom they have not heard. Any one fin- 


ner that hears the goſpel, has as great a right to 
orth 


appropriate the benefits, and dene holden 
therein, as any other ſinner in the World; for al- 
though it is a ſcriptural, and therefore a truth not 


to be controverted, that Chriſt ſuffered and en- 


gaged in every other reſpect, for the elect only; 
yet, who theſe are, is a ſecret hid in the boſom of 
God, until made manifeſt by their effectual cal- 
ling; and one perſon has equal reaſon to conclude 
in favour of himſelf, as any other, ſeeing the 
bleſſings of the goſpel are to be received without 


any previous worth or merit in the recipient; or 
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as in the language of my text, whoſoever will, tet | 


3 bin take, of the water-of life freely. 


1 purpoſe to enlarge on theſe words in order to 
your profit and edification in the moſt natural and 
familiar Way, opening, . | 


_ iſt The bleſſing invited to, (vis ) the water of 
life 
2d, Ve terms of receiving it, ha. 
3d, The Fadites. Whoſorver will. 


The chapter from whence is my text, opens 
with a ſurprizingly grand and ſublime deſcription 
of the new Jeruſalem, with ſome of thoſe pecu- 


Har, bleſſings which render it deſirable, and con- 
Litute 1 it a land of pure delight. And he ſhew- 


« ed mea pure river of water of life clear as cryſ- 
* tal, proceeding out of the throne of God, and 
« of the lamb. And in the midſt of the ſtreet 
« of it, and on either ſide of the river, was there 
© the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of 
* fruits, and yielded her fruit every month, and 


e the leaves of the tree were for the healing of 


&* the nations, &c.” I ſhould go on with the 


deſcription oß this unparallelled place; but me- 


thinks ſome of you interrupt me with the enquiry, 
what muſt I do to obtain that heavenly country, 
to be made free of that holy city, and have acceſs 


to the fruit on that fair tree, and to the cryſtal 


ſtreams that water its root ? 

I muſt beg your patience and attention a little, 
*till T open and unfold more at large the bleſſin 
ſpoken of under the metaphor of the water of 


life, and in my laſt head I hope to give you a full, 


and may the good ſpirit of God make it a ſatis- 
factory 


4 


Factory anſwer to your queſtion; The bleſſing you 
are invited to, is, the water of life, a beautiful 
metaphor of the privileges and bleſſings of the 
goſpel; rich grace, abounding mercy, the peace 
of God, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, &c. The 
trope is moſt apt and ſignificant. | RP 
| iſt, What is fo deſirable as water to a perſon 
= © parched with thirſt, and ready to faint with ex- 
cefſive drought ? If you ſhould preſent the choiceſt 
food to a perſon in this ſtrait for water, you would 
be ſo far from relieving, that you would heighten 
and aggravate his diſtreſs. Extreme thirſt, is 
perhaps more ſharp and painful than the moſt bi- 
ting hunger or any other appetite ; hence in ſcrip- 
ture the greateſt bleſſings are promiſed to the peo- 
ple of God, under the figure of water, ſo by the 
mouth of If. chap. xli. , &c. © When the 
poor and needy ſeek water, and there is none, 
« and their tongue faileth for thirſt, I the Lord 
* i" « will hear them, I the God of Ifrael will not 
| „ forſake them; I will open rivers in high place 
6 and fountains in the midſt of the 'valleys, 
c will make the wilderneſs a pool of water, and 
« the dry land ſprings of water.“ And in chap. 
xxxv. 6, 7. In the wilderneſs ſhall waters break - 
& out, and ſtreams in the deſert, and the parched 
ground ſhall become a pool, and the thirſty land 
« ſprings of water.“ Now as water is of ſuch 
excellent uſe for allaying thirſt, and 8 15 the 
deſires of one that is parched with drought, ſo it 
is a lively emblem of that ſovereign mercy, which 
1 alone can ſatisfy a ſinner who ſees and feels his 
loſt eſtate and condition by fin. So long as per- 
ſons continue in their ſtate of unregeneracy, and 
the God of this world ſtill draws a veil over their 
ASS bai A hearts, 
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heans, "notwithſtanding their condition is really. 
plorable, they 92 in a damnable ſtate; an 
they upon ſome occaſions may drop à word or 
two by way of acknowledgment chat they are 
finners, &c. 

Tet does not the evil of ſin a in that 2 
ous ſort, nor do they ſee e in a man-. 
ner ſo alarming to their conſciences, or terrifying 

to their ſouls, as when by the agency of the bleſſed 
K their ſouls are brought to a ſenſe of feeling, 
ir ears unſtopped to hear the thunder from 
Sinai, and their eyes are opened to ſee the damn- 
ing nature of fin, the purity and perfection of 
the law of God, together with their own deprav- 
ed nature, and the deſperate wickedneſs of the 
heart. This is a gehe wil make the ſtouteſt re- 
bel tremble, and the moſt ſtubborn ſinner that 
ever the ſun beheld will be unable to look up un- 
der ſuch a diſcovery. | 
While a ſinner lies under the a parent fromns 
of his offended maker, and the bitter accuſings 
of aiguilty conſcience, his ſtate ſeems altogether 
ijnſupportable, he. groans under what he feels, 
but is ready to faint under what he fears; it is in 
ſuch caſe as this that the words of the wiſe man 
are experienced, the ſpirit of a man will ſuſtain 
Bis infirmities, but a wounded ſpirit who can bear, 
Prov. xviii. 14. 
David ſeems to have felt ſomewhat of the 
ſcorching nature of the 5 s anger, when 
he ſays, day and night thy hand was *. 155M upon 
me, my maiſture i is turned - the drought of ſummer, 
Pf. xxxii. 4. And Job in the bitterneſs of his 
complaint ſays, the arrows of the Almighty are 
within me, ihe ”_ whereof drinketh up my #7 1 | 
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Job vi. 4. Under ſuch inward breakings of 
ſpirit, * grievous woundings of heart as theſe, 
what a perfect reſemblance there is to a perſon 
whoſe ſpirit fainteth, and whoſe tongue cleaveth 
to the roof of his mouth with extreme thirſt; 
fave that the former is more excruciating and diſ- 
treſsful, as the pain felt, and evil feared, are more 
intereſting and important that in the latter. And 
as jn the caſe of the latter, nothing 1s fo defirable 
as water, ſo in the former, nothing can give eaſe 
or ſatisfy,” but that mercy, which is ſignified 
thereby. It is impoſſible to enrich that ſoul with 
all the wealth of India that is reduced to a ſenſe 
of its own poverty by the ſpirit of God; the 
earneſt ery, and very breathing of ſuch a ſoul is, 
O ſatisfy me with thy "go; and that ſoon, Pl. 
c. 14. Would you _ propeſe to exalt him to 
| honour, he has no inclination, ſeein he is 
had in diſgrace before that God, whom now to 
be reconciled to, he would be content to be any 
thing, or ſuffer any thing; his choices now ra- 
ther 10 ſuffer Mict ion with, the people of 


od, than 
enjoy the pleaſures of fin, and like Moſes, be efteems « 
the reproach of Chriſt greater tiches, than the trea- 
ſures of | Egypt, Heb. xi. 26. Nothing but Chriſt 
can fatisfy a perſon in this condition, for ſays he, 
«© What is all the world to me, ſeeing it cannot re- 
e lieve the diſtreſſes ot my wounded conſeience, 
© nor apply me with any medicine that may be a 
«-cordial to my diſeaſed ſoul ; if che whole world 
«© was in my own poſſeſſion, and it were poſſible 
« I could convert it to ſolid gold, riches ſo im- 
«© menſe would be to me as nothing, while my 
« ſoul is racked with the bitter remembrance of 
my fins, and I ſicken every moment under the 
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eren ok ttt dn, 
* terrible apprebenſions of the wrath, of my of- 


* fended maker,” No my text contains an in- 
GOES -& 4/4 of . 2 ' | > +4 1 
vitation to that mercy ſuch a ſinner wants under 
the metaphor of water, and ſays, whoſoever will, 
let him take of the water of life freely. 


_.2d, What is there among 


the bleſſings 


of 


8 of ſuch univerſal. utility as water? 


his is 


* 
1 


„ 


nt uſe, in takin 
our own righteou 


th vnto us the neceſſity of 
may ſo ſay, to cleanſe and pur 
their native defilement and pollution. 
he ſpirit of God 
upon the hearts of G. 
water, Ezek. xxxvi. 2 
upon you, and ye ſhall 


. in his ſanctifying 


Iritual water, 
our ſouls from 


W 


PH particularly uſeful for cleanſing and puri- 
| 155 our cloaths, veſſels, &c. And very fitly ſe 


2 


influences 
eople, is compared 
Iwill Forint oem OO 
00 clean, &c, Water can 
make clean, and take the ſpots out of our ſullied 
rments, but the ſpitit of God is of more excel- 
fer away from us the filthy rags of 
neſs, and preparing and putting 


on us through faith in Jeſus, a robe perfectly pure 


# 


of. unſpotted pu 
this robe put 


Water is o 


and ſpotleſs, and hereby rendering a poor ſinner 
lorhſome in himſelf, altogether comely in the eyes 
rity, through the comelineſs of 
ee 
xcellent uſe for bathing, and 


waſhing. away the filth of rhe-fleſb, &c. but the 


ſpirit of God repreſented. hereb 
corrupt nature, and purifies the 
hence belieyers are 
70 mortify. the deeds of ly, 
the gracious operations of the ſpirit, the 


N:3-. 
iris, 
13, By 


T's 


exhorted 


ul 


anſes the 
| Achled by 
ted rough the 
the bad), Rom. viii. 


heart is weaned from the, love of; the world, con- 


yinced of the vanity, and e Of a 
ed things; is led to ſee the amiableneſs of 


be * 


emptineſs, of all creat; 
eſus, 


and 
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and the excellency of his mediatorial undertaking 
for poor ſinners. By the workings of tlie ſpirit, 
man's pride is humbled, the glory of the Redeemer 
is exalted, earth ſinks and heaven together with 
the things of God riſe higher and higher in the 
eſteem of the believer. | BG 
John ſaw in his viſion a river clear as cryſtal, 
proceeding from the throne of God, and the lamb ; 
this river therefore repreſented the holy ſpirit, the 
third perſon. in the adorable trinity, who proceeds 
from the father, and the ſon, and who rogether 
with the father and the fon, is one God in the 
adorable unity. This river was a pure river, and 
therefore figured out the ſpirit of God who is a 
holy ſpirit in his own nature, and carries on a 
holy work in the hearts gf; believers, and fo puri- 
fies their ſouls by his gracious influences. 
Za, The water in my text is, 05 way of on 
culiar eminence called the water of life, and what 
can better ſet forth unto us the favour of God 
concerning which it is ſaid in the book of Pſalms, 
life is enjoyed therein, Pſ. xxx. g. That rich grace, 
that abundant mercy, which the goſpel rt, 
and holds forth to the ſons of men, and which is 
appropriated by the believer, is the porch that 
leads into the palace of the king of Kings, the 
commencement of eternal felicity, and the gra- 
cious dayning of eternal day in the ſoul. This 
is the water Jeſus gives, which whoſoever drinks, 
Hall thirſt no more, but it ſhall be in bim a well of 
water, ſpringing up into everlaſting life, John iv. 
"v3 2.0 He Sho api of this bs findschis 
ſoul quickened, and raiſed up from a death in 
treſpaſſes and ſins, to newneſs of life; finds the 
troubles of his heart aſſuaged, his ſoul _—_— 
* 


264 SERMON N. 
and his wounds W bound up; he is fil 
wich joy, and peace in believing, and the love 
God is ſhed 57 in his heart by the Holy- Ghoſt 
given unto him. Thus be that believes, or in 
other words, drinks of this living water, bath 
everlaſting life, John iii. 36, the incorruptible 
ſeed is ſown in his heart which liveth, and abid- 
0% 
Again, this water in my text, is called the water 
of lite, with much propriety, ſeeing he that drinks 
it has nat only eternal life begun, but inſured un- 
to him in the promiſes of the goſpel. Goſpel⸗ 
bleſſings are not precarious and uncertain. things 
which may or may not be received on the per- 
formance, or non performance of ſome certain 
conditions to be performed by us, but are ir 
Chriſt Jeſug, yea and amen, to every one to whom 
it is given to believe on the Saviour of- ſinners. 
Salvation is not only made poſlible to all that will 
believe, but certain to all that ſhall believe through 
the operation of the ſpirit of God, Coloſſ. ii. 12. 
Glory is begun in grace, in the heart of every 
believer, and although his faith be weak as the 
1 445 reed, his love dim and dying as the 
noaking flax, in a word, although grace be in 
him ſmall as à grain of muſtard-ſeed, yet ſhall it 
grow up under the droppings of the ſanctuary 
under 8. prolific lfe-nouriſhing wings. of the 


heavenly dove, to a tree in glory; for the be- 
liever gp Planted in the bouſe of the Lord, h 


flouriſh in 


e courts of the ay of. our God, and 


„ 


<C 
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that they may by called invaluable, an 

Ms: grace Goodneſs beyond For 

tion reat ! You are invited whoever will t 
Pe theſe bleſſings freely ; uu boſbever will, let bin 
take of the water of life freely, This leads to 
ſecond” point propoſed, namely, the terms on 
which you are invited to take the water of 95. 
and my text ſays free y. 

The greek word, either ſignifies nd done to, 
any perſon without cauſe, and in this ſenſe it is 
uſed, John xv. 25, anſwering to the Hebiow 
(bhinnam,) PI xxxv. 19, or, 2d, to confer and 
beſtow benefits gratis, that is without ceſert,, and, 
in this the ſame word is uſed, Matt. x, 8, 18 
ye have received, freely give; and in this S 95 
it is to be taken in the paſſage before us. 
| thing is required from you as A previous Jol, 
tion, or that may give you ſome rightful claim to 
the donation; but you are invited to take it free- 
ly, paſt merit, and preſent worth both apart. 
Nor ſhould we conceive becauſe invited to par- 
take of the favours of heaven, that there is in 
us ſomething amiable in the eyes of infinite pu- 
rity, and that our perſons and performances have 
any thing that is truly pleaſing to God, or may 
deſerve theſe ae but on the contrary, God 
invites to -theſe favours, that. his grace may be 
magnified. in the ſalvation of ſinners, and by 1 
taking hereof, they may become amiable an 
ceptab le The law of God makes large demands 
a the ſons of men, and in unabating ſeveri 
{as to 79 ſinner, pay me that thou oweſt 

es the goſpel. reſpects our inſolvent ſlate, and 
ects to Chriſt the ſurety. 


he goſpel, therefore is glad ridings indeed, 
ſeeing 


— 
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King it requires not that we have not, but con- 
fers what we want; the law amazes and path 
= foul, the goſpel chears it; the law in relent- 
rigour wounds, the goſpel in tender pity heals; 4 
45 law Kills, but the lee roſpel quickens to 
immortal life. If any will ift it on the neceſſity 
of our doing wwerhlag 1 1 ore to receive the 
bleſſings of the goſpel; ſuch perſons are yet un- 
der che law as much as the church of Galatia, 
Which urged circumciſion as neceſſary in order to 
receive goſpel ſalvation; and norwithſtanding they 
Il themſelves by the name of Chriſt, yet poſſe $ 
roo much of the ſpirit of the phariſees hom 
Chriſt ſo often and ſharply reproved. If inner: 
could poſſibly do any works of righteouſneſs for- 
Which they might deſerve grace or glory, theſe 
conſequences and ſuch like would follow, which 
are abſurd, and unſcriptural,  * 


"Tt; Man could not be dead in treſpaſſes and 


Ans, ſeeing to work in any wiſe is peculiar to che 
. not the dead; and I think, to fu poſe a 
Ahner dead to God, to be capable of performin 
"any holy, lively ſervices to God, 1s equally abſurd 
pe a dead man to be capable of per- 
Wahn in any wiſe the functions of the living. 


Beſides, whatever degree of power the uncon- 
verted man may be ſuppoſed to be poſſeſt of, will 


avail nothing ſo long as he wants a will to exer- 
ciſe and put forth that power, which will we are 
told is wanting in all men in a ſtate of unregene- 
racy, for the carnal mind is enmity againſt God, 
Rom. viii. 7, and nothing leſs than omnipotence 
can conquer the ſtubborneſs of the will, and 
ſweetly conſtrain, it to Cloſe in with the things of 
C Pf. cx. 3. It follows therefore, that as 
* man 


n a * 
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man! is thus fallen and degraved, had there been 
any part of his ſalvation left unfiniſhed, had any 
thing been required from him in order to obtaift 
favour with God, the whole human race, for all 
have ſinned and ſunk into the ſame ſtare of ſpiri 
tual death and depravity,) muſt have per 
eternally. Thanks be to God then for free grace; 
and free, yet full ſalvation, whoſeever will, let 
him take of the water of life free 
2d, If ſinners muſt neceflarily do ſomething as 
from themſelves, in order to obtain ſalvation, then 
the bleſſing could not be entirely a gift, nor could 
that ſalyation be ſolely of grace, as by the apoſtle 
Paul it is affirmed to be. Rom. iv. 4. to him that 
worketh, the reward is not rectoned of grate hut of 
debt ; and whatever part the creature performs 
in this great work, without doubt he — a 
ortionable degree of the glory and honour that 
is due to the Saviour, and therefore in ſome ſort 
has a right, if I may uſe the phraſe to ſhare ſtakes 
with the Lord Chriſt ; which is ſuch a degree of 
arrogancy as I think the. proudeſt phariſee muſt 
bluſh to ſtand chargeable | withal, John in his 
ipnalypric trance, ſaw and heard the bleſſed ſpirits 
ve, in verſe and chorus celebrating his name 
5 was dead and is alive; and they ſung and 
ſaid, © Thou art worthy to take the book, and 
to open the ſeals thereof, for thou waſt flain; 
64 and haſt redeemed us to God by thy blood, 
out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, 
11 2nd nation; and ten thouſand times ten thou- 
te ſand, lift up their voices and ſaid, / worthy! is 
amd that was ſlain, to receive power, and 
** riches, and wiſdom, and ſtren th, and honour, 
= * and glory, and vielling 3 an — every creature 
joined 
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« joined * het anthem, ie , blegi 
1 honour, and glory, and G bl gr. 
him chat ſitteth the throne, 525 unto the 
<:1amb-for ever and ever.“ Rev. v 9. 12, 1 
We ſee therefore in heaven, Jeſus Vc no co - 
_ petitory ng; rival» in bis praiſe, for there was ne 
| in the work, his own arm brought ſalva- 
tian to poor finners, and he beſtows the blefſing 
freely, xe your let bim fake fake ef the walter 
| of life freely. 
Man as a ehen ep bew i is 1988 and peevith ; 
proud, and therefore would do ſomething by u 
of -facrificing to his on net, and burning i incenfe 
to his own drag; perviſb, and therefore maligns 
and oppugns whatever thwarts, or contradicts his 
own! Aach deſigns; hence 1be preaching of Chriſt 
erucified became to ibo jeus 4 Numb line block; and 
10 the. greeks: fooliſþnmeſs,” 1 Cor. i. 23. Had righte- 
vuſheſs. been attainable by works, the ' Jews no 
doubt had obtained it, who fought” it in this 5 
t 


yet this is given as a reaſon by the apoſtle -w 

| they did not obtain it; becauſe they 2 5 
I Faith, but, by the "works of 'the law, Thos th 

ſtumbled at that ſtumbling ſtone; namely Chri 


ho is a rock of offence to the pride and Man In 


neſs of unregenerate ſinners, but a rock of ſalvation 
to all who believe. If man is required to 

ſomething in order to his acceptance with God, 
ſalvation is not by grace, nor will the pride 0 
man diſclaim ſome part in the glory; for althoi . 
it be granted that grace firſt moves upon 

heart of man in order to quicken, enlighten, ; 

diſpoſe the ſoul, to cloſe in with the offers 4 | 
grace, and falvation ; yet if grace barely pro- 
poſes, and — not af * the will 


Main 


r #9 
5 N 


SERMON X ag 


by. a a power which lapſed, and 1 nature 
cannot reſiſt, but leaves an unregenerate ſinner, 
to chuſe or refuſe, to reject, or receive, and im- 
rove that grace to his own ſalvation; I think the 
f ollowing things are undeniably clear. 
Iſt, That as all men are fallen creatures, and 
are by nature ſo far from being diſpoſed to ſeek 
God, and obey him, that until renewed by grace, 
they hate ſuhjection, to his holy law; ſo none of 
all fleſh would receive and improve that offered 
race, and conſequently. none could be ſaved, 
et this doctrine, dreadful and diſcouraging as it 
- is,- is the doctrine of moſt of out modern divines;z 
broached and defended firſt by Arminius in his 
day, and preached and inſiſted on in this, by too 
many of thoſe who in other reſpects, . hold the 
truth as it is in Jeſus, and manifeſt a great zeal 
for the cauſe of * oh That whoſoever (direfted 
by ſuch pretended prudence) improves that grace 
which . — and diſregard, may not only 
with the words, but in the very ſpirit and temper 
of the Phariſee draw near to God, and with a 
ſupercilious look, and a contemptuous fneer, claim 
preference to thoſe he deſpiſes.. 
But how far this is agreeable. to the ſpirit of the 
ſpel, the paſſage here alluded to will declare 
87 1 that bun lens himſelf ſhall be exalted ; but be 
that exalteth himſelf ſhall be abaſed. 3d, The 
doctrine delivered by the apoſtle Paul, is juſt the 
reverſe of that inſiſted on by the Arminians, and 
ſeems pore and pu el calculated to humble 
the prid e of man, and aſcribe ſalvation wholly to 
God in Chriſt Jeſus. 


The gifts and calling of God are without 


be repentanty,” Rom. xi. 29. It is not of him 
| that 
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e that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of 

„ God that ſneweth mercy.“ ch. ix. 16. And 
in order to hide pride from man, and leave fal- 
vation wholly in the hands of God, the fame wri- 
ter proves by the moſt cogent and convincing ar- 

uments, that all men are by ſin, ſunk under 4 
Caves of condemnation proportioned to their 
fins, having “ all ſinned (none excepted) and 
«come ſhort of the glory of God,“ ch. iii. 23; 
and that there is but one poſſible way of emerg- 
ing from this ſtate of guilt, which is, by a free, 
that is, an undeſerved juſtification, being juſtified 

eely, not for any merit in man, but ſolely for 
the ſake of Chriſt, © through the redemption that 
„jg in Chriſt Jeſus, yer. 24. ai bu 12s + 
Seeing therefore the bleſſings of grace and glory, 
under the metaphor of living water, are preach- 
ed unto ſinners as the free gift of God, well may 
the goſpel be ſaid to be good tidings of great joy; 
how. beautiful upon the mountains, O Zion, are 
their feet who thus publiſh peace! Poor diſtreſſed 
fouls who are ready to fink under the bur- 
den of your ſin, and to faint away with the ſore 
diſeaſe of a depraved nature; here is a ſupport 
and ſtay for you to rely upon; Jeſus is a rock, 
« 2 tried ſtone, a ſure foundation, he that be- 
“ Heves in him ſhall not be aſhamed,” If. xxviii, 
16. Rom. ix, 33. Goſpel-bleſſings are a cor- 
dial, Chriſt crucified believed in, makes glad the 
heart, chears the ſoul, and exhilirates all the 
drooping faculties of the diſtreſſed mind. 8 
Tou are not called upon to bring a price in 
your hand, but to receive life and ſal vation, grace 
and glory, gratis; buy wine and milk without money 
and without price, ſays the Holy Ghoſt by _ | 
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the prophet, and in ſimilar language by the a- 
Polti Ts Whoſoeuer will, let him take of tbe 
water of life freely. By this marvellous and aſton- 
iſhing method of diſpenſing ſalvation, all boaſting 
is excluded, all receive grace and glory on the 
ſame terms, freely; ſinners of five hundred, and 
finners of fifty pence; a felf-righteous ſoul, and 
a ſelf-condemned Magdalene, having nothing; 
both come ſhort of the glory of God, receive a 
free pardon in Chriſt the Lord. It is in this 
wy that a juſt and righteous God can abſolve . 
an 


* 
© 


accept to favour CO ſinner, can be juſt, 
yet juſtify the ungodly ; by this infinitely wiſe and 
gracious expedient, * mercy and truth have met 
de together, righteouſneſs and peace have kiſſed 
« each other.” Pſ. Ixxxv, 10. In this way of 
ſalvation, none need deſpair of obtaining mercy, 
the moſt abandoned profligate may yet obtain f. | 
your ; mercy is yet for him or: equal terms with 
any other perſon in the world; none are exclud- 
ed from goſpel-bleflings, none ſhut out from 
ſharing in the falutary effects of the mediator's 
death, but fuch as either like ſome of the Jews, 


falvation, or like wretched Cain hmit the mercies 
of God, and conclude their iniquities too great 
for the merits of Chriſt to atone, 'or the rich an 

abounding mercy of God to pardon. 

I could be content to purſue this point much 
farther, and expatiate much more largely on fo 
charming, ſo intereſting a theme; but am re- 
ſtrained partly by the narrow limits of time aſſign- 
ed to diſcourſes of this nature, and partly by a 
ſuppoſed impatience amongſt many of you, to 
| know how far you are intereſted in theſe bleſſin 


. 


and 
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them. I ſhall therefore procecd to the third and 
laſt thing intended, which is to ſhew who are. in- 
vited. to take the water of life frech; and the lan- 
wage of my text is, whoſoever will. 
8 Thi there is an ordination. to everlaſting life, 
and an election to ſalyation by grace, as the eter · 
nal and unalterable counſel of 8 d, holden forth 
in the ſcriptures of truth, is inconteſtably clear 


o 
* 
* 


to all who read them with an unbiaſſed mains 


_ © and fingular attention; yet ſuch, ſecret counſel 


4 8 not you in the caſe before us, and that 
or this reaſon, becauſe it is ſecret; God has been 
leaſed to reveal all that is neceſſary for us to 
now, and theſe revealed truths ©. belong to us 
«and to our children, Deut. xxix, 29. 


It is a prevailing error amongſt many who ; 
5 ofy. a deſire for ſalvation, that they invert the 


der of things, begin where they ſhould leave off, 
ſeek firſt to know. the deep things of God, and 
ty. in their own hearts; they ſeem very de- 
rous to know their election; and that they them- 
ſelves are perſonally choſen of God to ſalvation, 
without ever enquiring into the truth and certain- 
ty of their calling; whereas the ſcripture order 


neglect to ſearch. into the hidden myſlery of ini- 


ju 


is, to make ſure our calling firit, 2 Pet. i. 10 


and if this be firm, it becomes the ſtrangeſt proo 
of election; for whom be called, them be alſo. juſti · 


Fed, and whom be juſtified, them be aljo glorified, 


h 
_ Now becauſe. my text ſays, uhaſorver will, may 


late of this water of life, Ill ſuppoſe, (which alſo 


I hope is really the caſe,), that not a'tew. who hear 
me this day, are not only willing, but deſirous 
| to 


L b Alſo. 
itt, If to perſois in 


1 E Aa an EY 


"bp. harak 
thinks. Chew 8 language of , 
5 5 4 i that ene wauld give we to 


wah. thy water 15 724 1 Sam, Xxili, 1 "+, Mu 
Pirits fail with fearful miſgiyings 
55 8 ate gyerwhelmed with a 9 ok 
9 s of your unworthinęſs, and cannot but don = 
your acceptance. with God. I am perſuad 
u will hear me then a few minutes with patience, 
t before 72 ſome ac Godin to claim as 
your right, the metcics of in Chriſt Jeſus; 
and to take. with a. believing APE, tne: n, 4 
water of life freely ; and 2 75 £ oF mp Fey 
God grant you to | n ure and prati 


nt danger there 
hho Ee mg a gr nag: eliverance, L ot 


of hope and comfort 


now — is I rour caſe be wretched and des 
as it will; ne | is not impoſſible, 


Er 2 things art p Me with Ged. The bleſſed 


e - goſpel is to be wu ng to AY creature, iQ — 


in Chriſt Jeſus; 
AT bleſſin e, 


06 #8 ag 


to 10 a1 7 who NN 5 

from any who Are) £9 223 th 2 5 

nothing e 5 0 d_by way of encounge- 
of obtaining ft 


/ ment, 
dle by * N m_ y levies 


bd — * ＋ animate and nl tg 150 to 00 
dey, bur ls means to obtain it. 23 


5 effect the bare poſſibility pf pepleryation kt ypon * 


the four lepers at the gate of Samaria, Ben 
king of. Aſyria bad gathered together alt” _ 


Rag rs 


* — Hs 555 — 


u from the whirlpoo 7 7 


— — eo 


* 


F 
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of hi migh laid fiege to the ci 
Same. 8 N ocked wy 5 E Bing 
Ds 1 el Ky . all b greſs, ox egreſs, 


t the 'belieged "vert reduced to the greateſt 
 ſeafcity,” an afſes head being fold for fourſcore 
jeces of plyer, and the fourth part of a'cab of 
9984 1. s "hive þ neces. Now in this ſtrait- 
ness ot th 15 0 chats were four lepers, who Pro- 
0 y b. bag of tlie n de of __ dif- 
e n ſhut m the city, and now 
fat at the gate, Eyes, to receive ſomething 
for ſubſiſtence, from thoſe chat went in and out 


_ of the elty; theſe ſeeing, and confidering the pre- 


ſent ſtate r 73 and what would in all ke- 
lihogd be the conſequence thereof in reſpect to 
themſelves, began tö reaſon on this wiſe one with 
anorher, 2 Why ſit we here untill we die 7 If we 


" "i tay we. will enter, into the city, ther! the famine 


«5s ih the city, and We fall die there: and if 
1 we fit mill here, we die alſo;“ the means of 
dal, ſubſiſtence being entirely cut off. Noe, 
Brie come and let us fall unto the. hoſt of 
"vel EA $; if they ſave us alive, we ſhall live; 
wiz 9 5 ney Till us, np ſhall but dit lie,” 2 Kings 
'vi Faint to tHis reſolution, we fire 6010 
in the Fs lowing verſes, hey p roceeded, and met 
1 "with, Weges beyond cheir Ae or wiſhes. 
157 Ver, ye poor deſponding liners,” and do like- 
Ve, ow much is your. cſs ke cheirs; in 
10h UL and blood. you cannot live; ſhould 
| in former ractices, TM Mong a ſhadow 


LIES. 


| ef 


. 
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God will rive o ene #407 Weir i, 
24 (I hn boo) 5 
$i 1 g0 on to ee, 5 — — .. is ' hot. 
only a - poſſibility of your being accepted, but 
alſo a —— for A All real conviction of 
ſin is effected by the ſpirit, of God; and although 
ſin is odious in its aſpect, and deſtructive in its 
nature, yet nothing of this is either ſuſpected, felt, 
or feared, until the Holy · Gho r ope- 
rates upon the ſoul, in order to diſcover this; no- 
thing appears amiable in the perſon of the Re- 
deemer, nor deſirable in his bleſſed goſpel, until 
a light from above diſpels the loom. and ſcatters 
| the darkneſs from the mind; fo r.*rill this be don 
The. God of this world bid the minds of 
them chat. believe not, leſt the glorious light. 


« .of the goſpel, of Jeſus Chriſt ſhould ſhine into 


| 6 their hearts.“ 2 Cox: iv 4. No- vrhereſoever 
therefore, the ſpirit of Cod bas wrought, a real. 
conviction of ſin, and a ſincere deſire after holi- 
neſs; ſach work is an indication of God's gracious 
_ Purpoſes, roward | that ſoul; 0g that the founda- 


tion laid in ſelf. abaſement, and humiliation ſhal! 


riſe into a glorious edifice, whoſe top-tone ſhall be 
braught. forth with ſhoutings, 2994 75 grace, unto it. 
2d, It muſt needs afford a good foundation for 

| hope of acceptance, when a, ſoul ſees its on 
ednefs, pollution, and ment, and there- 
fore cannot but abhor itſelf, and diſclaim all pre- 
tenſions to merit; to hear that this has been the 
: ordinary method of God's dealing with poor ſin 
ners whom in rich mercy he was minded to bring 
unto himſelf. For ſo the Lord is ſaid to have 
dealt with Iſrael their backs were bowed down 
Firs 1 1 their enlargement; they 


Were 


— 8 A 
| 


8 E nA NT mo 


wee den diſtreſſed in the wilderneſs before they 
= were put into poſſeſſion of the good land. David re- 

cords theif diſtreſſes and deliverances in ſych ſtrains 

| as theſe ;*** They wWandered in the wilderneſs in a 

S ſofftary way, "they found no city to dwell in, 
Hong and t their foul fainted in them, 

<« then they cried wiito che Lord in their trouble, , 


and he delivered them from their diſtræſſes, &c. 
Again, he brought down their heart with la- 
hour, they fe down and there was none to 
«help; then they cried unto the Lord, and he 
ed them but of their diltreſſes, Kc.“ PI. 
cvii.'4, 5, 12, 13. Andithat A's y 
ſhould be God's opportünfey of helping, we are 
en do uncherſtalid by Abfaham, when Pans 
name of "tbe place on mount 
God Mterpoſed in the deathful p art, Teo 
Jireh, that is to fay, th Lord, e b H a 
to wuere 115 Tervanits in diftreſing 11 
2 813 aol. 
be wie of Matioaty bedbsel 1 hen the 
eee he woul 1 If the Lord were 
aſed to kill us, he would not have dealt with 
e and fo, Gee? Jud. Kii, 23. And we 
N by the Hoſea t6'confolate our- 
ſaves With this, that If che Lord hach torn he 
* 2 heal us, if be hath ſmitten, he will bind us 
Kc.“ ch. vi. 1. From MM which 
_ may well infer, ther there is ſomewhat more 
chan even a probability that ſiniiers "conſcious | 
of "it, and willing to be fed in's goſpel-way, Lo 
ſhall find favour. of We 
zd, The ſpirit e und ſome- 
ee Ne ſpirit 358 adoption ; 


ust chat e het cee of in and 
| wounded 
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voundad in ſpirit, contracts thereby any greater wor- 
thineis before God, nar can the deepeſt humiliation, 
or the maſt u | or ſincere repentance, ex- 
tenuate in any meaſure the guilt of thoſe. fag re- 
ed-of ; but hereby the ſinner. 1ſt, Is led to 
t 3 r value on the bleſſing of pardon, 
Chriſt becomes a deſirable Saviour unto him, 
his blood and righteouſneſs are truly precious in 
his eſteem. ad, he is braught to ſee the real evil 
of fin, and his ſoul having been pierced as it 
were through and through with it's envenomed 
darts, the ſmartings of his wounds are not ſoon 
forgotten; ſo that afterwards when ſolicited to 
in, he remembers the gall and the wormwood, 
and his ſoul is humbled and reſtrained. . 3d. By 
ſo low in his own, apprehe enſions, 
and as it ſeemed, ſo near to the gates of hell, he 
cannot but look upon his deliverance as the great- 
er, and love his great deliverer the more, by how 
much the * he has delivered him 
2 4 David purpoſes to praiſe God, and 
| his name for-evermore, becauſe, ſays 
5 3 ſoul from the loweſt 
hell, Pſ. Jaxxvi, 155 And the common motive 
of eve A ove to God, as taken notice 
| — n Joba, is, dae be frf-loved 


LG | 
given, or can poor ſinners 
3 ſave erer 


d for this he gave up 
the c that 


5 
ered from wnder the cr 
2 ; 
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and urath due to hem becauſe of fin, Tlis name 


JESUS, Was ſignificant of his office, a Saviour, 
and his errand was 10 ſave bis people from their fins. 


Many who undetſtood not ſufficiently the purpoſe 
and ſpirit ofthe Lord Chriſt, and whoſe minds were 
blinded by pride and' ſelf-conceit; were preju- 


— 
5 


diced againſt Jeſus, becauſe he aſſociated too much 


as they ſuppoſed with publicans and ſinners; but 


he frequently in order to check their pride, and 
reprot their ignorance, gave them to underſtand 


that the perſons whom they deſpiſed, and made 


no account of, were the very perſons he had to 


do witch; which of - you, ſaid he, baving an bundred 
ſheep, if be loſe one of | them," doth not leave the 
ninety and nine in the wilderneſs, and -goeth after that 


whichis gone aſtray, and when'be bath found it be 


layetb it on bis ſhoulders" rejoicing, Luke xv. 4, 5. 


The ſelf.righteous in every age have made little 


account of Jeſus and his righteduſneſs, too much 


valuing their on, and until convinced of their 
innate depravity, and the inſufficieney of their own 
doings, Jeſus the Saviour has been preached to 
them in vain; therefore ſaid our Lord the whole, 
that is they who like Saul of Tarſus think them- 
ſelves to be whole, need not a pbyſician. But ſin- 
ners taught of God, having every refuge of lies 

ſwept away, and the foundation of every falſe ſup- 
| torn from under them, ſee that none but 
Chriſt can ſave them, that without the imputation 


of his blood and righteouſneſs they are ruined, un- 


done, damned. Totheſe, how precious is Chriſt ! 
His very name is like ointment poured forth, the 
feet of thoſe who publiſh his goſpel are beautiful 


upon the mountains, and his blood ſhed on mount 
. f 1118 N 7 Ta ; iS $$ 


Cal- 


BE RMO FN. 299 
Calyary is as, a; healing balm. to their wounded 


BF og ns 0 on noe pans 2s 
| Sinners, your doübts of acceptance have no 
ſound rogt, nor have your fears any good foun- 
dation; ſhould ſatan ſuggeſt the multitude of your 
{ins with all their aggravations, the goſpel points 
you to the blood of Jeſus, it i Chrift tbat died; 
mould he ſet before you your defilement by fin, 
and your unworthineſs of the divine favours, the 
. goſpel. tolerates. you to appropriate the perfect 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, ſaying, ſurely in the. Lord 
have. I righteouſneſs and ſtrength, and to appear 
before God as it were in the goodly raiment of 
your eden drothere-. fin in we nodes 
Should your own hearts miſgive you, and lead 
you to doubt of acceptance with Chriſt, you can 
produce no proof from the word of God, or the 
experience: of any perſon in the world, in any age 
thereof, that ever came to Chriſt for ſalvation, and 
was rejected. The caſe of the canaanitiſh woman 
ſeems, to have been recorded as a ſpecial inſtance 
of the kindneſs and compaſſion of the ſon of God, 
and with s particular view to encourage poor needy 
ſinners to cry unto him without wearinels, or faint- 
ing. Have mercy on me, ſhe cries, O Lord 
thou ſon of David, my daughter is grievouſly 
« .yvexed. with a devil 3 but he anſwered her not 
* a word; then hig diſciples intreat for her, but 
he anſwered and faid, I am not ſent, but uh- 
to the loſt ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael.” The 
woman, like Taceb, reſolving to take no denial, 
came and worſhipped him, ſaying, Lord help 
© me;” a petition preſented with ſo much hu- 
mility, and with ſuch an entire dependance, will 
certainly be attended to; but oh, heart- breaking 

2 6 072”; 


1 
* 
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N LE «Ye Fai 18 not meet to / rake 8925 
— children $ bread and to caſt it to 2 
theſe infinugtions bf unwillingneſs to help, at 
alt. thrown together, will brenn to un = 
Jute denial”; 15 ſhe n penireritſouks, 
acknowtedges her worthlafſhers, and will be con- 


59 7 ted a dog, ſo ſhe ma ut befavoured 
oo the Nerd 9 5 Wn 5 ” the ſuid, 


25 is not meet to bee the children's mtar to dogs, 


8 = Fer. the dogs ear of the crumbs whith fan from 
A Their maſter's table,“ let this be my portion ; 
* then Jeſus afwered and ſaid whto her, O vo- 
We man, great is thy faith, de! it unto thee 2 
as thou wilt.“ Math. xxv, 22, _— 
; You ſee my dear heaters Froth this 
"ed. at lat urge, What a tender - Hearted Saviour there 
is, 758 55 only witholds is Kindneſs from poor ſin- 
ners üntill they de truly humbled in their own 
eyes, and taught to Ms due value of the rich 
grace and mercy of God our Saviour; and when 
ever this is done, you have his word ant! promiſe 
| that he will nor ſend you away empty. 
And this ſhall lead me to the laſt encourage- 
a ment Tintend in this to ſet e Which is, 
| Al thly, Scripture invitations and promiſes, of 
hich there are not a few; and let Phete be od- 
_Terved, and in citing theſe let it be attended to, 
"ar the invitations and promiſes recorded in the 
ſcriptures, are the invitations of God, and there - 
fore ſincere; for as he cannot be deceived, neĩ- 
her can he deceive his creatures, being'a God of 
ſtruch and in whom there is no Uneighreveſhels 
| and the promi ſes of God, toith whom there is no 
_ pariableneſs neither altw of turning ; all whoſe 


promiſes eing in Chriſt Jeſus, all refpefting fi, 


New: 


| 
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firs, are yes umd men. And let it be furthermore | 
LY 7 "hae the + ſpe mb befiet rare dy to 
every creature,” afd the promiſes of life and'fal- 
vation are holden forth therein, to all that come 
to Chriſt in a way of beheving; ſo ye are the very 
perſons to whom ſuch Vieſfings belong, ſeeing ye 
"are not only willing, but defirous to come Unto 
Aim, from a ſenſe of your fin, and s perſnaſion 
ol kis Tefficiency to ſave. © © 

Hear then the words us they Med fit hs 
| ae full of compaſion, and fell 17 
Uke the dew of heaven on the tender grass; 
Jed are the poor in f) it, for theirs is l 
Sed. Is not t is ſomewhat your fate ? Hath 
not che ſpivit-of truth emptied you of all ſelf· de- 
 pendance, and difcovered impoveriſhed con- 
_fdition to you? Is it not a ſenſe of this that cauſes 
you to mourn like a dove, and to chatter Ike 
* a crane or à ſwallow ?” II. xxxviii, 14. Bleſ⸗ 
« ed ate they that mourn, ſaith the Lord, for 
- they ſhall be comforted.” Let theſe words of 
che living God be an encouragernent-then for you 
to come ſay unto him, Lord T am poor, do 
'** thou enrich me vith mercy and grace, O - 
* tisfy er e Ke and be glad 
all my days; bid me ſackcloth, and 
— Yothov wind me wit dnl, thou knoweſt 
* how T-mourn'tn my prayer 2 am 'vexed, O 
do thou comfort me accordin g to thy word; 1 
am athirſt, Lord give me the water of life.“ 
Now the anfwer to your prayer is, come and tate 
of the water of fe ech. 
Precious invitation, plead nothing in excuſe 
but come; hat proof do yo l of your fin- 
yOu in profelſing a-defire to take of Ty 
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b it oben invited byithe Lord himſelf, the rene ' 
maſter, of che feaſt, ye yet refule to come ? Take 
leſt he ſhould, reſolve in wrath, that ſuch 
-doubrfvl, (diſtruſting, delponding creatures ſhall | 
never (taſte of this living water, EL ou 
Are not youcamplajning of the burden of fin,and” | 
want to be delivered from it? Came unto me, fim 
the compaſſionate Refleemer, .@nd I will Wu wa J 
reps. Math. xi, 28. Say ine but 2 ſo ſen- 
ſible of my ſin, and utter un that 1 
fear ſhould 1 venture, it would be Id g of pre- 
ſumption, and I ſhould be rejected to my greater 
5 pM I. anſwer, to come uninvited . 
hat you are] might be eſteęcmed preſu 
** to come when invited, may be 
= on as a contempt and undervaluing the deg a 
| 1 the goſpel. And as to your fear of being re 
ad, f, would ſay, 1ſt, Should it be ſo, * 
1 — you fear b:fall you, ſuch rejection will but 
leave you where: you are, ſuppoſing. you to be 
without Chriſt, for there is not ſalvation in any 
other; but 2d, This, whatever an unbelieving, heart ; 3p 
ddt a wily enemy may ſuggeſt, is altagether im- 
ble; ſeeing ſuch treatment could neither con- 
- ft with the fincerity, nor faithfulneſs. of God. 
* Whoſever, ſays our Lord, cometh to me, I will in 
10 wiſe «of 9. John vi, 37, and declares by 
the mouth of his prophet, that he has a ſpecial 
regard for diſtreſſed ſinners, ſaying, 10 this nan 
n loat that is of an bumble, and contrite ſpirit, 
and trembles at my word. Iſ. IxVl, 2. 
From what has been ſaid it appears, that there” 
is balm in Gilead, and a phyſician able to heal; 
none can fail of ſalvation who ſeek it 6 han 


Jieſus; but how is it poſſible for thoſe to ur 


* 


S'E R MON X. 2866 


the damnation of hell who neglest it? Heb. ii. g. 
What will you ſay in excuſe for the neglect and 


abuſe of ſuch mercies ye careleſs ones ? Will ar 


plead at the bar of God the many calls you 


to attend the world, and your multiplied concerns 


in it? How-quſtly- may the righteous, judge of 
all the earth retort the plea for paſſing the irrevo- 


cable ſentence of condemnation upon you; ſee- 


ing you had ſo many, ſuch frequent, and loud calls 
from God to attend to the one thing needtul, and 
concerns of infinite importance lay neglected un- 


der your hands. May it not be expected that he 
will addreſs. you from the bar, in the words his 
miniſters have often ſounded from the pulpit, 1 
called, and ye refuſed, I ſtretched out my 
hand, and no man regarded; but ye ſet at 


“ nought all my counſel, and would none of my 


“ reproof, therefore, I alſo” will laugh at your 
2 calamity, and mock when your fear co meth.” 
Prov. i. 24, 25, &c. t Doo -n 1 


Will you-plead the multitude or magnitude of 
your ſins, by reaſon of which, you were afraid to 


venture? This will be to fly as it were in the face 
of your judge, ſet limits to the mercy of God, 


and depreciate the value of the blood of Chriſt ; 
in ſo doing you will openly declare yourſelves to 


bave been unbelievers, and inſtead of extenuating, 
abundantly aggravate the guilt of your ſins. — 
a word, if you take not the water of life as it is 


now freely holden forth unto you in the bleſſed 


goſpel and on goſpel terms, you will hereafter 

ike Dives in hell beg a drop of it in vain to cool 

our ſcorching tongues. I have now therefore 

Kato: to:fay to you, in the language of inſpiration, 

naw is the accepted time, now is the day of * 
| W 


— ——— — — — ¶f—— —— 2 > 


Ang grace of that God aw 


n SERMON: X. 
whoſarveywil}, let him come, and abs of the water 


. ir freely. 1 eee Len 
N 19 toyou+-who have drank of this living 
mier, and I conclude: Is it poſſible that ye can 
ö hhwa cond, iepge 
270 inced all unary is com- 
prratively not worth a wiſn; i. 
7 you have now no reliſſi for, they are too 
= to fatisfy-che-large deſires of your capacious 
55 
you are in of. It ye are ou 
--prafeſs to he, ye art dead to the world, and — 
Vr is hid 303th Chrift in God. Coloſſ. iii. 1, 2, &c. 
+7 What can yon do Jeſs than in return for ſuch 
+favoeurs,” 0 preſam your ' bodies a living ſatrifice, 
u and acceptable, which is your reaſonable ſervice, 
Nom xi. 1. Le are not your on, but are bought 
miha price; che living water you have drank 
was the price of blood, and Was beſtowed apon 


von fmely ; therefane —— abroad with lip and 
Ad fe oodneſs of the ſovereign, in ui 
ho has called you out of 
Adarkneſs into his marvellous light. Sing and ſay, 
un the ſweet· ſinger of 2 — of like 
favours, influenced by ſimilar motives ſaluation 
 welangeth 40 abe Lond, Pſ. iii 8. And that you are 
made partakers of it, furthering and ſay, not un- 
n ut, 210t unte u, but unte thy wame be the praiſe for 
er and cer. Amen 
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of her barrenneſs, and the Lord was intrested, 
that is, the Lord heard and anſwered Tfaac's prayer, 


— ae words of Rebelah 

mother of Jacob and Eſau, and the 
* 5 — — — 
— e that Rebekah was barren, 1 
intreated che Lord for her, that is, betauſe 


and Rebekah his wife-conteived. Glorious en- 


this for dei wen jowhat cnn ye want 


chat your God has not in ſtore to give ?:* Lo, 
children and the fruit of the wotnb ate an herj- 


. 


z : 


that comeih of the Lord. PI. 


- rage and gift 


cxxvii. 3, che bleſſings of corn, of wine, and il 
are in his hands to give, fur tht earth it the Loc 


and the ſulm 
for life and 


en, and m0 good thing, profitable 
godlineſs wi be anrtbold from them 


that walk wel. envy Pſ.-xtxxivi: 11. But ve ue 
— 92 24, there were twins in her womb, _—_ 
. 


a, 8 K 0 K Ki 


e ſhe came 


aguire of the Lord, and ſhe ſaid, if it be ſo, 
why aw! * ? 1/do6t not but Reb L had ls 
- atid yet ſhe Was ſlow to 

believe a meme the Lord had done for her in anſwer 
to het huſband's prayer; ſuch is the natural hard- 


de dd her, te G e , 


dur Lord ye Ga figns and — ye will not believe. 

"Re the Lord wa OE prong to. reſolve her 
ver. 23, und; ſald untq her, two na- 

wo tions are in thy womb, and two manner 4 

« people ſhall by ſe from thy bowels, and 

„the one 1 be ſtronger han the orher 


2 — elder ſhall ſe woe a ping 


that Iſaac and his wife 
ſons; when they want a bleſſing they aſk it of 
donbt they come to 8 


Gad, und when in 
—— for-aniexplication- Btethren this 
juſ#-whar we ſhould always de j we are many. 
us o becauſe we do not dome to Chriſt that 
we might ny. gold and u rich. | Rev. ili. 18, and 
| — our ſtate and condition, becauſe 
we alle not wiſdom of Gad who gives . to all 
nun and upbraids nut. James i 1.55 a iehlpdy gd Hi 
Phe language of my text is fo much the lan 
| & of: belie vers, —— under: ſharp and bitter 
&s of ſoul, by reaſon eithet of ſome violent 
| — of: corruption; or ſomne ſenfible de- 
fection in their graces ; that in order relieve 
their diſtreſſes, and ſ if my God ſhall be ſo pleaſed 
to enable a poor unworthy creature, )' . 
anſwer to the enquity in my text, 1 have made 
2 . ir. 3 n vn 
5 aA m en er e 40 tr 
'N mY | There- 
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| petual angie in my mind, While a formidable 


8 . 


Iſt. Wh believer may be led to doubt 
6 I; 1 tru of his converſion. 370 443 1. A1. (11 - 10 f 
| ad. Offer ſome conſiderations, to remove them. 
;  and'/ſfertte/his:mind. 1 | 03 cri. rd 
* 3d. Sede directen fthe believer to main- 
| Pa 1 Min hir n in his warfare. ii 7 10 . 
"370 Urn nch as un ng g It 276 aw. * 
A ibe © win amm L chüs If lam ode 
of the ſpirit, renewed in the powers f my ſoul; 
f ed from death unto life, and created anew:in 
Chriſt Jeſus q why am I yet ſo weak and 
in all the efforts f grace, hy ſo cd in my 
alffections, hy does not my heart burn with love, 
and my joys: abound Why do feel fuch a-per: 


army of natural corruptions and ſenſual inclna 


tions L ready like a huge and at ing/tor- 


rent to bear me before it ? In ſome ſ ſort as 
„this, believers art oftentimes led to reaſon. within 
dthemſelves, and to aſk ere WI ieh la, 
y am I ?: ns god! Ca 
-1> iſt; Abelievet any be led to this enquiry from 
a conſciouſneſs of the ftrength,of his corr 
which, the more they are oppoſed, the more they 
will rage and ſwell, and ſtruggle to break forch. 
The perverſeneſs of our nature is moſt diſcovered 
V the purt and holy precepts of the law of God; 
For: what iu this law forbids, corrupt nature inclines 
ta practice, and on the contrary. what it enjoins, 
nature. oppugns and hates ; the reaſon of all this 
. in thoſe words, Rom. viii, 2. for the 
Lee W N _ God, it is not 


i 
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»:When' a perſbn has been undef the | 
of the ſpirit of God, and male trulꝝ ſenſible that 
be has no worth, or encellency in him to retom- 
mend him to the a brought (nf per | 
God; and has been tan F. bo 
to ſubſcribe the words: Ixiy, 
6, „we are all as an —— . and all out 
*'righreouſneſics are as filthy.rags; and our * 
 4:quities like the wind have taken us. away; 
yet after this to find pride ſtealing in upon his 
es, and ſerting a value on what he is, 
r to ſay m my 
_ ow right hand ay > depen this honour; 
rene eee it thus, he may well aſk 
e like unto my text, if I am Dane 
Se an obs 2 14446 
Again, when u believer finds himſelf cloſely be- 
et with an eartkiy mind, and altho' he is thorough- 
dy convinced of the emptineſs of all created good, 
yet feels his heart-inclining-and warping thereto, 
as though there was ſomething deſirable in theſe 
periſhable wings, and char could deſerve the at- 
| tention/-of -one that vas born heir of an heaven- 
"inheritance, he may well wonder at himſelf 
al with Rebekah, If it be ſo, why am I thus? 
by Again, when a believer has ſo often met with 
his God in the ways of his appointment, and his 
_ 4kearrichas- been Billed with joy and gladneſa, fo 
that he — 1 26 furs it is 
good to be here ; yet after this, to. feel his heart 
"averſe to holy ordinances, and a backwardneſs to 
"uſe thole very means he has been {© often bleſſed 
in; this naturally leads him to call in queſtion the 


ture, and aſſaulted 


SA A8 4 8 SFR 7 a ST * HY IS; Wo IS. om. oO n 
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* f pi% 
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Gaben v Weder espebcbet And when — 
may ſometimes be the caſe) hardneſs of heart be- 
(ets Him in the moſt melting ordinances, ſo that 


heaven above is to his conception as brafs, and 


the earth beneath his feet as iron, Deut. xxviii. 
23, inſomoch that the moſt powerful and moſt 
awakening preaching ſecms as nothing, the hard- 
naſt of hisheart, like the ſcales of eviathan- is 
irtipenetrable, iron is like ſtraw, and brafs as rot- 
ten wood, Job'xli. 27, and this ma ſametimes 
cofitinue ſo long, that à believer may be led to aſk 
with a brother fo the like ſtare, is 55 mercy clean 
fec for ever? Sure I had never any true faith i in 


Jeſus, ſure I have not one ſpark of teal grace, if 


1 have, why am I thus? "When a believer finds 


himſelf thus ſhut u 18 the dark caverns of na- 


y ſtrong and powerful temp- 
tations it is not to be wondered at if he ſhould 


* to conclude againſt himſelf and doubt 1 


th of all his former experience. 


Jad, A believer may be brought to queſtion his 
ſtate from a ſenſe of the weakneſs and feebleneſs 
of his graces. Fhat faith which ſhould be as a 
tree, bearing the fruits of love, Joy, and peace in 


abundance, he now finds to be weak and waver- 
ing, and althoug h like Peter, he once could tread 
the raging deep Ta the ſtrength of his confidence; 
yet 0 fe * are boiſterous, and the billows 


ann and ſwell, fo that he ſeems ready to fink in- 


to the bottom of deſpair ; he ſees and'knows thar 
thare is no ſalvation Mic in Jeſus, y et he is afraid 
tb venture his ſoul upon him, 4 fat of his own 


unworthineſs, and the ſtrong temptations of ſatan, 


Lg totally beat down his ſnield he can bur 
tr « 


T "abs 
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feebly take hold > Jeſus, and faiotly erp) Lund 
belp me, ſave or I perith, {18119y 
Again, when he finds. FR little love to God, 
notwithſtanding, mercies, benefits, and ble ; 
ſo exceedin ng'y multiplied unto him day by day, 
he may well be led · to queſtion. his ſtate and the 
truth of his converſion. Was ever lovelike/thine, 
O thou moſt adorable | Jeſus ? ., Was ever dove 
manifeſted in ſo ſtrange and myſterious. a:manner, 
and to creatures ſo vile and undeſerving? ell 
might the apoſtle, cry out in rapture and-aſtonith- 
ment, herein is love Bebold 9 manner of loue 
He took not on him the nature of angels, but laid bold 
on the ſeed of Abrabam; ſinning angels are left 


without a Redeemer, without a Mediator, confin- 


ed under chains of darkneſs, to the judgment of abe 
| great day; but ſinning men are redeemed witbanbe 
+ precious Blood of the ſon of Gd; as of a lamb with- 
out blemiſh, and without ſpot, 1 Pet. i. 19. And 
yet ſays the believer under the ſtrongeſt conviction 
of theſe intereſting truths, truths that aſtoniſh 
angels, truths more than _—__ to break the 
hardeſt heart, and thaw the ſou] moſt frozen · b 
fin into the ſofteſt relentings, and even to fire it 
with an unquenchable flame; my heart is cold, 
and my affections are ſo little moved towards this 
gracious Saviour of poor ſinners, that I ſcarce can 
jay I love him; and if there be any ' gracious 
principle in my ſoul, if I am born of God, why 
am I bus: _ 318 
Again, ſays the believer, thoſe ſp Wem! ys 
L once taſted and that filled my aro hr ſoubwith 
_ unſpeakable delight, now droop and wither like 
K fading vine, nipped by the bleak winds of 
winter, and the comforter that 1 cheered 
my 


— 
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un ſoul ſeems.to be fat from me. My hope of 


everlaſting bleſſedneſs how low, how wavering; 
and how much backwardneſs I feel to thoſe duties, 
| _ a little while ago were my ſole pleaſure and 
delight. 1 feel my heart ſo prone to ſtart aſide 
from God, and although I would do good, I find 
ſo much evil in my heart ſtruggling to break forth 
into action, that I am 299 to aſk with 
Nebekah, if it be ſo, why am I thus? _ 
As the people of God, for whoſe uſe this is 
238 intended, often experience ſome-what 
| like this, and have their hearts made heavy through 
manifold temptations, ſo that they are ſometimes 
feady to give up all for gone, to caſt away their 
ſhield, and ſay in haſte there is no hope; I ſhall 
in the ſecond place offer ſome conſiderations to re- 
move their, doubts, ſettle their minds in peace, 
and make it appear that notwithſtanding they are 
thus, they may yet be in the favour of God, and 
: heirs of the kingdom. | 
lige iſt, It is to be noted, that by nature we are 
dark and blind, and paſt all ſenſe of feeling; we 
view every object both within us and without us 
through a falſe and deceitful glaſs ; our ſins which 
ke huge mountains are heavy and hateful enough 
to fink our ſouls: to the loweſt hell, we view 
through ſins ihverted tube and conſider them as 
mole-hills, little blemiſhes. below the notice o 
God, and common to us as men, and therefore 
are under no concern about them. Nor can it be 
3 with an unconverted man, for iſt, he 
nad of this morld blinds the minds of them that be- 


 liLeze not, leſt the light of the glorious goſpel of Chriſt 


0 who is the image of the inviſible God, ſhould ſhine 
oline them, 2 Cor. iv. 4. and as nothing but light 
e r 


\ 
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can diſcover darkneß, 0 long as they are deſlitute 
of the former, they muſt needs be drenched in . 
the latter; therefore that myſtery of Wl ity, the 

_ deſperately wicked, and deceltfal heart is hid from 
their eyes, and they walk fearleſs and cod | 
ed as on fmoorh and even,ground, while hell young 
beneath to receive them, and tophet is 'mayed 
meet them ſhould they die in their unregenera 
ſtate. 2d, Their minds are ſo amuſed and taken up 
With the care and pleaſures of this life, that hy 
have no leiſure to attend to inward things, peace 
of conſcience, the love of God, and joy in the 
ſpirit are things theſe ſtrangers taſte not, know nor, 
nor intermeddle with. Sin is fo far from being 
the plague'of the foul, that as a ſweet morſel it 
is rolled under'the tongue, .and the full Facet 
tion of thoſe luſts and evil deſires the belieyer 


Naber under, is the greateſt HAPPIER the unbe- 


ever knows. Now a clear ſight of ſuch depra- 
vity of nature, the wickedneſs of the heart, and 
the great evil of ſin, muſt ſtrongly indicate the 
light of grace diſcoyering all this, for whatever 
ys the apoſtle makes manifeſt js light: Eph. v. 13. 
2d, When we add to what has been faid of the 
untegenerate man, that ſin and the God of this 
world have not only blinded his mind that he ſees 
not the evil of fin, but alſo his heart is hardened 
paſt all ſenſe of feeling, The moſt awful judg- 
ments of God that ever the world knew, although 
they may for a moment ſtartle him, and ſeem co 
amaze. him, yet leaye no laſting impreſſions 
his mind, nor affect him with any real Aire er 
ſin. Plague, earthquake, ſword, and famine, n 
appear in all their dreadful forms, yet leave the 


ſtupid fi nner Juſt the fame; having no > percepyign 
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| L il af ſin. he dreads not * 
; when moſt awfully. revealed from heaven agai 
| e Knows not What it is to be 
W an; che heart, and wounded in his ſpirit 
under A ſenſe lin; he has nevet felt the "+59 
neſs. 2 a, quick ned: 1 ma bn in 
peaced/crimes, and pier rough and through 
1 the ſword. of "te | pirit; 7 therefore tag. 
1 never; felt the all and wormwood, having 
deter drank of the bitter cup of penetential ſor- 
row. he neither loaths, fin, nor loves holineſs, nor 
is at all concerned about the ſalvation of his ſoul. 
No on the contrary, whatever weak neſſes the wy 
licver groans under, whatever defection he fi 
in his graces ; when he finds his faith moſt weak, 
his hope moſt-wavering, his joys maſt withering, 
and his heart, moſt wandering, yet he can appeal 
to him that nos his heart, thar to will is preſent 
with him, Rom. vii. 18. And as . than 
the power of God can incline, and di poſe, us to 
will that Which is good, Pf. cx. 3. this hews that 
@believer,, whatever his [piritual « conflicts are, is 
2 yenced. by grace. 
3d, It ſhould be obſerved, that although juſti- 
Gearign is an inſtantanecus work, and the An crea- 
ture is horn compleat its members; yet 
ſanctiſfication, as * in the growth and in- 
creaſe of thoſe members is progreſiye; and be- 
Den are exhorted to a the deeds of the 
y. through the ſpirit, and to perfect holineſs in 
hp fear of. God, Rom. viii..13. 2 Cor. vii. 1. 
Therefore we are neither to expect an immediate 
and intire ſubjection of our corruptions, or per- 
fection of our an this would be to expect 


Nhat ſcripture 7 * experienced. We hear 
10 4 he bleſ- 


: 
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pleſſed Paul giving in his Se dee een 
were ſetting up a way, mark for believers to en- 
quire their road and aſcertain the truth of theilt 
profeſſiop. by, Rom. vi. 2. that which'1 de, a 
ayers er what I would, that do T not, but ww 
T hate, that do I, ver. 22. I d:light in the au 
Ged, after the inward man; bit T fee another lat" 
in my members warring againſt the law of Wy mn 
&c. And the ſame apoſtle, when Writing to die" 
church at Phillippi, ſays, not as though Fbut A 
ready attained, either were yet already perfet9, Ius 1 
follow after, if that 1 may apprebend that, for wbith" 
alſo J am apprehended of Chrift Jeſus,” chap. Ti. 12. 
Seeing then that in the truly regenerate; the fleſh 
luſts againit the ſpirit, and the canaanites are not 
at once expelled from the land; believers hold faft® 
yout”ſhield, and let not go your confidence which 
bath great recompence of reward, "Heb" x. 35. 


Ih, Perhaps you that are enquiting with Rel 
beak? Heir be Jo, vf iin L ci P. Have beer 
many years in the ſervice, or rather in the thra l- 
dom of fin and ſatan, and have long yielded" youy” 
members ſervants to _untleanneſs,” and to iuiguity, to 
iniquity, Rom. vi. 19. ſo that" according tothe! 
common proverb, long uſe had brought ot a ſecond 
nature; , now it is not at all ſtrange, that nature 
ſhould ſtruggle and labour to force its former paſ- 
ſage, and obſtinately oppoſe whatever would hinder 
its progreſs. This perverſeneſs of nature, ftrenge' 
thened by habit and cuſtom, is repreſented by tie 


prophet as altogether unconquerable; can tr . 
Ethiopian change his ſtin, or the leopard bis por 
Then may ye alſo do good, that are accuſtomei 40 4 
evil, Jer. xiii. 23, Here you ſee ſuch a change. 
is 8440 upon as impoſſibſe, 


ſome 


and reformation. 
ae of l 
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ſomething quite beſide the courſe of nature, and 
beyond its power to effect; but what is too diffi- 
cult for nature, is not beyond the reach of grace, 
for; things impalſſible wirh men, are poſſible with 
God. The ſlrength and violence of your corrup- 
tions may ſerve to humble you, and ſhew you the 
lignant nature of ſin; but that you are not 
captitated and carried away by its impetuoſity, 
map ſerve to comfort you, and ſhew you the power 
ang. efficacy of almighty gracde. 
"1 3th, Let the | believer: under ſoul conflicts re- 
member, that the very thing which often gives 
him trouble and concern, (I mean the oppolition 
he finds within, ) is that which may greatly ſerve 
to adminiſter comfort and ſupport unto him; in- 
aſmuch as theſe inward ſtruggles denote, and 
ariſe: from contrary principles. When Rebekah 
came to enquire of the Lord, it was ſaid to her, 
two nations are in thy womb, and two manner of 
people ſhall be ſeparated from thy bowels; this 
Was ſpoken with reference to Jacob and Eſau, the 
children ſhe was then pregnant with, and may 
very well ſet forth the ſtate of every child of God ; 
for as the children ſtruggled in her womb, fo 
there is a perpetual ſtruggle in the ſou] renewed 
by grace; but as it was ſaid to her in the followin 
words, the elder ſhall ſerve the younger,” 15 
will it be in the caſe of the believer. The carnal 
mind mult loſe its enmity to holineſs, e'er it ceaſe 
tor oppoſe it; but the unalterable decree is paſt, 
the elder ſhall ſerve the younger; nature, how- 
ever obſtinate and perverſe muſt yield at length to 
the ſuperior all conquering force of ſovereign 
grace. Take courage then poor ſoul, many waters 


cannot quench love, that ſpark of grace _ 
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de ocean of thy corruption, ſhall ill. 


of all "is Wouldeſt. has know and; \unders 


| which there is in Jeſus be 


break fbrth into a flame; it is like a grain of 
muſtard· ſeed, which when caſt into the ground ãg 
leaſt; of all grain, but when een ON 


ſtand this miracle, why: this little ſpark ſtill burns, 
notwithſtanding the devil employs all Wang, 9:4 


to quench it, and thy own corruptions 
many water floods ſeem ready to — — 


turn aſide with Moſes, and Pe, ; he: Lord was 


in the buſh, this explained the myſtery; z. and it is 


the Lord ſupplies with ail. the aſſaulted 

which-can never be panes. 8 the fuln 
auſte 

öth, Weak believers often diſtreſs ahemſclyes, 


_ when they feel their graces weak, and theit com- 


forts low, by ſuppoſing that if they were really 
ot God, they ſhould, continually live upon the- de: 
lectabie mountains, and feel cheir jeys abound 
like the ſwelling ſtreams of jordan? whereas is 
mould be | conſidered. that the quality, not the: 
quantity of grace proves a change in the ſoul;| 
We read in the word of God, of ſtrong faith“ 
and. of little faith, there are babes in Ohriſt, as 
well as fathers; and thoſe, whatever conceptions: | 
wy have of themſelves, are no leſs heirs of God 
d joint-heirs- with Chriſt than theſe. Let it 
33 be your principal care to prove the verity 
of your grace, for no baſtard in this ſenſe ſhall be 
admitted into the tion of the Lord ; and 
what has been delivered in the former — 
may ſerve as a touch-ſtone for this end 
True grace will always prove it ſelf to be ſuck! 
and although great grace is much to be deſired for 


* happineſs z yet grace in the loweſt dend 


oy 


K Kagan? 33. * 


ASL and inclining to all holine! 
never rawn, N the ſoul. ee 
terminate in glory | 
1 55 de inſeparatel AER we WM 
the loweſt egreeot grace, and this doctrinebe taught 
| aud WES, it cuts the very linews of  endeay 
vour, and encourages men to ſcttle upon their 4 
9 apr wp nr to this, it ſhould. be remembe 
| ſuch as can find themſelves diſpoſed ww 
ks Fool the reins. and abate. their ſpeed; giv 
the moſt flagrant: proof, that they, themſelves, gre 
. Viger: ſtrangers. to, that grace. we. ſpeak of; 55 the 
nature of which is, not to oppoſe ſome; ſin. but alli 
not to regard ſome duties. only, but to have 2 
| unto all the commandments of God 
th, The caſe is widely different. between he 
mn who havi; fallen. into the,hands of His er 
mies, is now iſarmed, Mackled, loaded 
Chains, and. faſt ſnut up. in priſon; and the man, 
who ( although through ſurprize and unwatchful- 
neſs has loſt a little — and given his enemies 
ſome advantages, ) yet holds fat, his {word and 
ſhield, continues on the field of battle, and is 
couragiouſly, fighting to retrieve. bis loſt honour : 
the one is a wretched captive, the other, though 
worſted by his foes, is ſtill a fighting ſoldier un- 
der the banner bis prince. Good men have 
- Hog their n few ot none without 
Ru ſcriptures. have. faithfully rer 
. the virtues and the vices, of men 
mat excellent in their nerations; and even ſaints 
have ſinned, and in brighteſt character there 
| been ſome flaw. - T things are not re- 
corded; in God's blefſed book (not ſpoken-now,) 
ans ſhould imitate, but. ſhun the rocks rt 4 
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| Eh pe; MP vt way time like our Sie. 
1 we ſhould fart aſide, and ſin en 
= we may (encouraged by that 5 and 
manifeſted” to them in raiſing an 3 
them,) humble ourſelvey under th. hind of hin 
who is the ſame yeſterday, to-day and for ever!” 425 
It is one of the ſpecial privileges of then 
2 e of God, that they are always * his Tye; 1! 
d are the ſpecial objects of bis cate ; the pre 
Phet ſweetly lings this ſong, 's 1 70 4 
wine, is my church, I the 21 do T 7]ͤ 
water it every moment,” leſt any hurt + 1 ill 
keep it night and day, If. xxvii, 2, 3, and there? 
fore he that is their rength being at their right | 
hand they ſhall not greatly fall. A believer ma 
de caught, yea and without watchfulneſs and LDR, 
82 he certainly Will, but through the 
at grace crook is given 7 reign in his beart ori L 
righteouſneſs,” he will be preferved from captivity: 
r-the eps of a good man are ordered by the Lo 
and be delighteth in bis way; though be fall ie 
ſhall not be utterly" caſt down, for the Lord phoſals. 
eib him with bis band. Pſ. "xxxvii, 23. 
gch, All things here below are ſubjected to per? 
petual change, and every hour teaches ſomethit 
unknown ro it's predeceſſor. The ſun, altho 
inceſſantly ſending forth rays of light and * 
yet we do not always enjoy the benefit of the one, 
nor conſtantly live under the reviving influente 
of the other; night and darkneſs ſucceeds our 
| — — days, and nipping froſts our warmaſt 
Now in a world of perpetual whibh- 
where all things roll round in ceaſeleſs ſucceſſiony! 
yea where the world itſelf is growing old, and 
- W —— — it's — 2 reaſon had 
"Fl 


of his faith, that the object thereof is unchange- 
able, and it's foundation immovable; ok 


the-ſame eſterday, to-day, and: for © ever. 


Iwo — 4 


—— 


BE R wok: I. „ 


f » dener to jrgine that he hall be ESSE SON 


When we ih have laid aſide - theſe tags of © 


mortality, and theſe fouls ſhall animate bodies of 


a more ſpiritual nature: bodies faſhioned like to the 


— — gloridus body of our dear Redeemer; then we 


may expect, nay certainly ſhall be exert from 


2 allcmytativn, and enjby for ever the R that re- 


N people of God; but ſuch ſtate of 


nquiliry and ftability, © we ſhall never 
A However this may comfort the be- 
3 all the ebbings and flowings'of his 
ſpiritual joys, - and under the greateſt variations | 


11 
hou 
por deſponding creature, did not this fun thine. 


eee or the day before; and becauſe it is 


4 little cloudy to-day eld thou conclude it N : 
not riſen, nor will wee riſe again? Thou art per- 
haps at preſent in great heavineſs throught man u. 


fol remprations, hear what the apoſtle Peter 


ſalch, it is for @ ſeaſon, who knows how long that 
ſeaſon may endure? But as there is need, 1 


6, it ſhall continue no longer than- till the * 8 
ons purpoſe thereof ſhall- be accompliſned; ſurb 


Dagvineſi may endure for a night; but joy ſhall come 
in ibe morning; Pf. xxx, 53. Believers, are often 


like children 
if or a ſmall long 


accuſtomed#*to®the breaſt, and 
nithey are deprived of their joy. 
ous ſenſations, (although parental kindneſs and 
infinite wiſdom mean it for their good,) they fret 
andi pine, and what is worſt through unbelief, in- 
ſinuate that God is unfaithful. 
' bItis readily granted, that to iveindesthe ſ miles of 


theRedeamers face, and enjoy without interruption - 
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666 
7 te feafaions of his favqur, is Very. F 
8 55 but as. this cannot always be 8 | 
. rophet Iſajah has directed us what ks | 
- PG HOG LEGO his face, ch. 50. 1 
2 Who's among you that feareth the Lord, th 
| the voice of bis 1 tharwalketh in | 

« darkneſs, and hath no l der hin Els 1 


: n of che Lord, and ſtay upon his] 
9 9 may often ſerve to alleviate che , > 
ne 7 4 3 to conſider that their trials = 
1 edu to their perſon ſo much es 
I. mean their ſpiritual ſtate ; for al | 
| 15 circumſtances. however favourable, can 8 us 
a lite, from croſſes and difficulties; 
ele-are,exccadipgly-multiplied from the time 
we —— diſaiples indeed of ar gives fe 
- - jus; 4 Somewhat of, this our Saviour. gave us 
2 to expect from thoſe words, if 5e 1 
the world the; world would love his own; bur 
"Fa «+ becauſe ye are not ef the world but I hive 
choſen you ot the world. therefore Ihe 
world hateth yoν. John xv. 19, ſo that be- 
hevers may expect rials from this/quarter. And 
we. may aſſure ourſelyes the devil will run to 
utmoſt length of his line to diſquiet and di 
the people of God; for as his name ſatan ſight 
bes hatred or ong that is an adverſary- poem, real 
hate, ſo he is an aduerſary to all men, but eſpe- 
cially to ſuch a8. arg born of God. and created 
danew in Chriſt Jeſus:“ and concerning g 
the apoſtle Peter lays, ( your adverſary che g e- 
< vil,” emphaticaliy „ yours, as 4 roring don 
„ walketh about ſeekin whom he may devour,” 
1 Pets Vs; 8, yet adds the apoſtle, reſiſt 
ſtedfaſt in the faith, knowing that the ſathe af. 


flictions 


52888 


* 


b 8 . Ky 2 5 3 g 0 * ö 2 
a are accompliſhed in your brethren hat 
e the — 5 A 4 2 enen e * 264 * 
The faints of God in every age and place have” 
had their trials, and oftentimes the greateſt faints 
the greateſt trials. Job was a one of a thouſand 
„ the earth, there was none like him in his day; 
N 0 
1 \ Ng 


ou lee bis "tiials were ſuch 2s no other was 
utc ith ; both "inward and outward he was op- 


prefied, wounded and fore ſmitten z withodr" were 
bg High and within were fears ; bruiſed by ſatan, 
plundered by the Sabeans, afflicted with a griev- 
ous, diſeaſe in his body, and all theſe ſorrows 
heightened and increaſed by darkneſs and defettion 
in his ſoul,” yet under all this weight of woe, he 
feebly hangs upon his God, but firmly reſolves 
nat to quit his hold, “ rho” he ſlay me, yet will 
i (x crult in him,” ch. xiii, 15, Few of the an- 
cients were more eminent than David, yet he had 
many a bitter trial both in ward and outward; at 
5 15 his day experienced more of the power and 
comforts of real religion than he, ſo few knew 
him, what it was to ſuffer the pain of an ab- 
nt God, and be left under the fidin $ of his 
ace. The Lord looked and David lived, but he 
hid: Pj face and he was troubled, Pſ. xxx, 6, and 
under dejections of ſoul at other times we hear 
im ſtreogthening himſelf in God; Why uri thay 
fo full of Bravineſs O my foul, and why art thow'ſ 
A[quieted within me, put thy truft in God. Sc. Pf. 
„ Ab alte a faint in the Jewiſh church, and 
| fi er in J/rae!, bitterly complains in a time of 
C 17 dk and when his graces were at an ebb- 
„as it were. Will che Lord caſt off for 
4% ver, and will he be favourable no more ? Is 
> no, | ba his 


— — r ̃ . — ͤrn PI 


* 2 
: — p 


* his mercy clean gone for ever ? Doth his 06. 
% miſe fail for evermore? Hath God 2 | 
to be gracious ? Hath he in anger ſhut up his 


* - "TX 
” k 


tender mercies ? Pf. baxvii, 7, 8, 9. 


the waters. of the ſea, and make them as a pave- | 


ment-for his feet, to ſtand and walk upon to Je- 
ſus; yet in order that Peter ſhould know from 
whence his help and wet came, the windiand 
waves are ordered to afſail his faith, and Peter 
now begins to fink, happy was it for him that the 
helping hand of Jeſus was ſo nigh. So that in 
all theſe inſtances thou mayeſt perceive poor doubt- 
ing ſoul, thy caſe is not ſingular ; Eich is pre- 
cious and muſt be tried like gold, and if 3 
didſt never doubt the truth of thy graces, under 
a ſight and ſenſe of the feeblenels t ereof, thete 
is Intle cauſe to think thou haſt any grace at dll. 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf the great high- prieſt of dur 
profeſſion had manifold trials and temptations, yea 


* 


was in all things tempted. lite as wpe are, but Re 


raſiſed unto blood, ſtriving againſt fin, and is now 
as our forerunner entred into the holy of holibs, 
and has left an example to his followers to tread 


in his ſteps. 31117 


Laſtly, Believers ſhould not be furprized, nor 
greatly caſt down, although they feel their cor- 
ruptions ſtrong and ſtubborn, and their gra- 
weak and feeble, nor ſhould they under the moſt 
ſharp and bitter conflicts of ſoul caſt away; chor 
ſuffer the devil to tear from them their confidetce, 
which hatbh great recompence of reward. It ſhould 
be always remembered, that ſo long as we artoin 
the body we are in the field of battle ; the world 
and the devil can never be reconciled to true grace 
cr aan —_— 124 


\ 


* 
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and godlineſs, therefore you; muſt expect many 
bare ing from. theſe irreconcilable adverſaries, 
andi you may depend upon it nature will be na- 
ture ſtill, and the war will never ceaſe till nature 
die 3 grace and corruption, flelh and ſpirit, like 
fire and water, can never dwell together in peace, 
| aijd-untill.the believer put off his body, he muſt 
1 never put off his chriſtian armour, drop his ſhield, 
| 'or:fbeath his ſword. Now from all the conſider- 
ions L have laid before you, (which I deſire may 
nrtaſured up in your minds, againſt a time of 
need, that whenever through the ſtrength of your 
corruptions, or the feebleneſs of your graces, you 
may like Rebekah be led toaſk as touching the truth 
of your - converſion, if it be ſo, why am I thus ? 
Lou may anſwer the queſtion and filence the doubt.) 
It appears, all things conſidered, not ſo ſtrange 
that believers ſhould in ſuch ſoul-conflifts doubt 
ef their ſtate, as it is, that they doubt of it no 
i\We more, and do not caſt away all their confidence. 
But probably, thus much is permitted, to ſhew 
them what they are, to keep them humble and | 
dependant ; and no more is permitted, leſt the 
enemy ſhould ſay, [have prevailed againſt him, and 
the hearts of God's dear children, ſhould be over- 
helmed with too much ſorrow. | | 
10 I now go on in the third place to give ſome direc- 
tions to the believer, for the ſtrengthening of his 
faith and every other grace, and for his more comfort- 
able progreſs through the wilderneſs of this world. 
And here let it be obſerved, that as the ſtrength 
i! Hiofitheibeliever's corruptions, and the feebleneſs 
nuiof chis graces: have frequently given him cauſe to 
blmake-the enquiry in my text, ſo the weakening 
»»ofythe one, and the ſtrengthening. of the other, 


H F 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
b, 
[1 


4s. - 8 E * 0: 1 
b what the belieyer has * . 2 hal 
——— to gi c- 


luſt, pride, 'earthily-rmindedneſs,” OT 
owe in an indirect, yet in an e 
As ee ep pe. deſirẽs, and diſp 600 ons, 
branch from the fertile ſoil of a — 95 wen 
when we have taken the utmoſt pains t 
and lop their luxurious growth, they 115 1 
bud and ſhoot forth a-freh, fo as tb employ 
our time, in unſucceſsful lahoüt, and to the neg- 
le&of a more Ar toſivatjon of faith, love, 
&c. 5 N Prey 2 
. quckir gin 


| — though an indirect, — moſt certain arid 
e way of ſubduing and mortifying your 
corruptions, therefore in order to this, obferye 


the following directions. 


ift, See that your hearts be ſound hi bein; 
faith is a arent grace, and therefore _ 
ſtrong and fable, that all other graces d 
upon it, may be active and vigorous alſo. 


be wavering, and all the Joys of hope wit 
That the heirs of promiſe might have ſtr 
ſolation through the immurability of the counſel 
of God, he confirmed it by an oath; but in pro- 

portion to the credence given to God's word and 
-oath, will be this conſolation ; therefore T would 


fay with 5 difference from this, above 


eep thy faith. 

your faith he weak, the flare and fervour of 
your love will be feeble ; for it is 
"theſe things 


'oll keepings, k 


that are inviſible; which God has laid 


the mortification r "His" Rent] | 


het!” your graces, will 


If 760 | 
faith be weak, the foundation of your hope ng. 


ong 8. | 


by faith we ſee 


— tore, and refetves for his 8 ue 8 
t 


4 


\ 


brought back into * memory, oppoſe the blood 
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the diſcoveries of his love to us, (of which faith 
gives us the deareſt and moſt comprehenſive view) 
we love him again; but if faith be weak, and 
we have not full and clear views of his love there- 
by, our hearts will remain unmoved, and our 
affections unenkindled. Therefore, Wer 

2dly, That your faith may be ſtrong, ſtable, 
and active in the production of every other 

remember that faith has for its foundation the in- 
fallible, and immoveable word of God, ** Who 
& js not a man that Re ſhould lie, nor a ſon of 
* man that he ſhould deceive ;” Numb. xxiii. 19. 
and has for its object a bleeding, groaning, dying 


| Jeſus, finiſhing the glorious work of man's re- 


demption on the accurſed tree; and is ever con- 
verſant about what he has done and ſuffered, with 
the ſufficiency thereof, for the ſalvation of ſinners. 
Let your ears therefore be all attention to the 
bleſſed word of God; this principally treats of 
Jeſus, in the volume of the book, the bulk, the ſub- 


ſtance, it is written of him, and herein the father 


ſhews his pleaſure in him, this is my beloved ſon in 
whom 1 am well pleafed, Let your be fixed 
on the croſs of Chriſt, and let your hearts at all 


times meditate on the excerding greatneſs of his 


ſufferings and his love. Yet more particularly, 


keep in fight the blood of that dear man of ſor- 


row, this is the ſole, and it is a ſovereign balm 
for wounded bleeding conſciences. Satan will of- 
ten ſet before you the eſs of your ſins, with 
all their dreadful and heart-cutting aggravations, 
in order to beat down the ſhield of your faith, and 
fill your ſouls with deſponding fears. But to the 
wy? bun and magnitude'of your fins, when thus 


of 
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of Jeſus, bathing as it were your whole man, 
ſoul and body in the purple flood, in abe fountain 
opened for. fin and for uncleanneſs, Zech. xiii. 1. 
It is ſaid of the devil, who is the father of lies, 
that he ſometimes ſpeaks truth, only ſay they, 
when he does, it is not out of love to the truth 
but to anſwer ſome, diabolical purpoſe; now this 
is the very caſe here; when he ſets your fins: be- 
fore you and ſuggeſts their manifold and various 
aggravations, your conſciences bear teſtimony to 
the lamentable truth; but what he deſigns is, to 
diſtreſs you on the account of them, and inſinuate 
that the guilt and heinouſneſs thereof ſtands 
| freſh. in the memory and full in the view of God's 
juſtice. My brethren we need not be ignorant 
of his devices; if by any means he draws off our 
attention from Jeſus, ſo far he gains an advantage 
over us; let your ſins be placed in the moſt for- 
midable order before you, and armed with aggra- 
vations the moſt penetrating and piercing; yet let 
your faith call forth the invaluable blood of Jeſus, 
et this balm be applied to the conſcience moſt 
wounded and bruiſed, and it will ſtraightway effect 
a cure. What could ſtern and inflexible juſtice 
inflict, that Jeſus did not ſuffer ? What ſins could 
be too great for the blood of God to atone, Acts 
xx. 28. Believers, ſee in a glorious type the deſtruc- 
tion of your ſins; when Iſrael's mighty hoſt walked 
through the ſandy deep, the ſea formed walls of water 
on their right hand and on their left; but when the 
enemies of God purſued them, the waters of the 
ſeas returned, and overwhelmed the chariots and 
horſemen of Pharaoh, and all his mighty men, ſo 
that the Jyaelites whom they purſued ſaw them no 
more; ſo does the blood of Jeſus ſwallow up the 


guilt 


.. 5 . 1 
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ſang the children of Iſtael, into be bottom of the 
deep, Micah vii. 18, iI. 4 
Again, keep full in your eye that righteouſneſs, 
that all perfect and compleat righteouſneſs that 
was wrought out by the bleſſed. Jeſus in his ſor- 
rowful, but moſt holy and obedient life; as by 
his death he made full ſatisfaction to the * — 
law, ſo in his life he paid an exact and full obe- 
dience to the preceptive law; hence ſays the pro- 
Phet If. be Lord is well pleaſed for bis righteouſ- 
neſs ſake, be will magnify the, law and make it bo- 
nourable, chap. xlii. 21. This compleat righte- 
ouſneſs of our Immanuel, my brethren; is that ex- 
cellent robe you muſt appear in when you ſtand 
before the king; no raiment beſides this can ren 
der you acceptable gueſts at the marriage table; 
this is the righteouſneſs the great preacher of the 
entiles deſired to be found in, and this is what 
the believer. ſhall glory in, in every age and place, 


ſurely in the Lord bave I righteouſneſs and ſtrength. 


If. xlv. 24. Let not the devil and your own 
hearts deceive you by ſetting, before you in a falſe 
light, the excellency and; worthineſs. of your own 


performances, for there is no real worth in any 


thing you do, imperfection cleaves, to, and intire- 
ly ſpoils your very belt performances; and that 
your works as believers. are pleaſing to God, is 


not for their real worth, but as they are the fruits 


of faith in Chriſt. - Let your faith therefore be 
fixed continually on the blood and righteouſneſs 
of the Lord Jeſus'Chriſt ; and while in theſe. you 
ſee ſalvation finiſhed, * Mercy and truth meeting 


together, righteouſneſs and peace kiſſing one 


V 2 ano- 


guilt of all, your mighty, ins, God for his ſake 
| - them like a lone, and they fink like lead, as 


_ uſward who beheve, 
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| . 
* another,” Pf, Ixxxv. 10, and a wa laid open 
by infinite wiſdom for God to be jüſt, and yet 
juſtify the ungodly z I ſay, while you view theſe 
effects of everlaſting kindneſs, let ou thoughts 
trace back this lucid ſtream towards the inexplo- 
| table fountain. What ſee you here dear ſouls 
but an unfathomable abyſs of love, love moſt 
amazing, moſt unparalleled, and everlaſting ; the 
ſtrangeneſs of this love is difcovered in the eter- 
nal A thereof, and runs through the ””m 
execution of thoſe purpoſes ; but irs myſterio 
nature, its prodigious extent, its length and 8 
and height and depth, angels defire to look int 
And comprebenc i in. Believers, den med? 
tate on the exceeding greatneſs of that love, that 
cauſed the Lord of ' glory to bow the heavens, ' 
put off his royal-robes, and put on the rags 
mortality, and cloath himſelf with clay; love 
that ſupported him under his thirty years of ſuf- 
fering and was ſtronger than death; ſettle this al- 
ſo in your hearts that whom Jeſus loves, be loves 
to the end. 
Baut this ſhall bring me to a ſecond direction. 
Settle in your hearts theſe following particulars 
concerning God in Chriſt, — W 
1ſt, The unchangeableneſs 'of his love. 
2d, His faithfulneſs. f 90 
zd.“ The exceeding greatneſs of his power vo 


And 4th, His erfiment of the wor brie 
n a, br 


ES Let not any, thing perſuade y ou to think, 
God is a changeable being like you; 2 

G 2 is in one mind and who tan turn him,“ 

xi. 13. Has he ſet his love upon you? He 550 


* "# i Q 
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you i not for your own 3 but be loves 
you in his ſon, and therefore can never have a 
reaſon to withdraw it; hence it comes to paſs that 
whom he loves, een and will ſaye 
1 to the uiter | 
6, Ron. de in vega ir heart, and con; 
firm y out faith and hope, —— you have to do with 
faichful God, who alſo will perform every wo 5 

of his S ements made in his well · be · 
. man is 45 * a crea: 
e a woe is denoun every one 

ou puts cruſt in him, Jer. 520," 6, for ove 

bragher will ſupplant, and every neighbour wi 
Kk with ſlanders, ch. ix, 4, When we have to 
=} with men, we muſt firſt try them, and then 


ſo Sa as we have- tried; but in our dealings 
wa God, we may venture to take his word, tee 
we. may truſt him firſt, and then try him ſo 
3 as 90 have need, for chere is ne unrighteouft 
neſs in him. 
gd, Be well perſuaded of the exceedi t- 
of that power which is engaged — — ; 
vineyard of red wine is my beloved, I tbe Lord 
75 keep it, and who ſhall make a breach upon thoſe 
ſouls that omnipotence reſolves to defend? ? When 
our Saviour declared to his diſciples after his re- 
ſurtection, that all power in heaven and earth 
was given to him, do you think this was the 
uage of pride and oſtentation. Far be it from 
— and humble Jefus, it was for our 
and conſolation under all our conſcious 1 
es, to teach us to look to him, to depend on 
„to live upon his fulneſs, and to derive * 


2 — ngth, and ſalvation in every time of 
e 


rs are not * to be their own A 
co 


gro 8⁰E MY N. XI. 


hay" are the Lord's Jewels, his excellent « ones i in 
the earth, and as it is his goo 00d, pleaſure to give 
unto chem a kingdom, 0 ke puts forth His pow- 
er to preſerve and keep them for that Kingdom; 
this comfortable truth ĩs holden forth in the ſtron 
eſt expreſſions by the apoſtle Peter, who are kep 5 
by tbe power of G Tn 5 22 anſo late | 
1 Pet. i. 5. i 

Ach, It will not a le bod . bh com- 
fore and eſtabliſhmerit," to ſettle wr, Ir ö 


God 3 for werke all — ene 
and promiſes of good Wh people, i 1 t 1 15 
N 


to be otherwiſe. What is recorded in 5th 
ver. 1; 2; has often been à great 0 ſoul, 
and may be ſo to yours alſo. T4 reigneth, 


let the earth rejoice, ler thr multirude of i, 5 be 
glad ; Clouds and darkneſs art round about 2 
| 2 and juugmen are 5 habitation of bis 
_ throne, ' You may meer with many providences, 
in your pilgrimage, Which as they A be dark 
and inexplicable, will be greatly diſttefling to 
if not conſidered and viewed as the Mech of un- 
erring wiſdom and parental love. e know, fay 
bleſſed Paul, hat all things'work together for ge goo 
to them that love God, to them" that are the called 
according 10 bis purpoſe.” Rom. vii, 28. And 
why is this, but becauſe all the trials and difficul- 
ties of his children are dealt out to — > 
weight and meaſure, and not an hair of f het | ſead 
ſhall periſh but by his permiſſion.” 
ah 12 not wy much to the evils of your 
* hearts; 
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hearts; it is y to know yourſelves; but 
it is e tõ know fo much of your 
ſelves, that you cannot heal nor help yourſelves; | 
therefore to be perpetually y poring on the depth 
and danger of the” wound when you ought to 
make the moſt ſpeedy application of the balm 
that muſt cure it, is injudicious and unſafe, All. 
that can x por profit-our fouls is treaſured up in 
the Lord Chriſt, / and we are exhorted, — for 
ning with» patience ibe race that is ſet before us to 
loał᷑ unto Jeſus, Heb. xii. 2 for as he is the aur 
. of faith in every believer, ſo muſt he alſo be the 
 Jniber. | I am perſuaded that believers often ſuffer 
- a great deah, by this deviee ef fatan';' in this he 
transforms ' himſelf into an angel of light, and 
- while he infinuates the duty and efulves of ſelf 
examination, he ſtrives to faſten and confine the 
eyes of the ſoul, and whole attention of the man, 
to the/ depravity and corruption of his nature. 
I do not mean by this that believers' ſhould not 
look into their ohn heatts and practice the uſeful 
duty of ſelf. examination, yea, and with the ſweet 
ſinger of [frael, pray that God himſelf would 
ſearch their — know them; for I think it 
is impoſſible for a child of God to go on in his 
1 progreſs, and not be often alarmed with 
the horrid claſhing of arms, and the dreadful din 
of war, which muſt neceſſarily call forth his at- 
b tention; and lead him to enquire how tbe battle 
goes; but from ſuch knowledge as a believer muſt 
have of his own weakneſs, and the ſtrengrh of his 
own corruptions, I would have him never to loſe 
Hoſight of Jeſus the of his ſalvation. What 
a child of God ſees, and knows of the feeble- 
den of his graces, and the ſtrength of his cor - 


ruptions, 
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ruptions, ſhould keep him humble; but from the 
falaeſ⸗ neſs which by faith he ſees, feels, and knows. 
to be in Jeſus,. he needs. never be dejedied... Fix 
the eye of your faith then my brethren on the 
cyl of. Chr, and. the. Soy 1. falvation will be: 
8 ore y 
* A e. you gan derive that help and 
* &c. from Chriſt we have been ſpeaking of, 
Sts way 20 er if — 
your hearts diſpoſed to u means of grace, 
if thele 1 Le 
neſs to you, you have no good by _ 
that you are in Chriſt at all, Hoh Aon) 
of the true grace of God. oh 
to their heads about election, 4 that they are 
elected of God to everlaſting life, while there yet 
N no ſcripture ſigns of their effeQ ual calling. 
any of you are of this number you do but de- 
ceive your own ſouls, and cauſe the good way of 
God to, be evil ſpoken df, and if 2 3 
mercy does . you will become brands 
for the fire of That there is an election of 
grace, none that reads the bible with attention 
can deny j but the ſame bleſſed word informs us 
that the end and means are inſeparably connected, 
and ſuch as were predeftinated: to "4 adoption of: 
children, Eph. i. g. are creates in Chrift: Jaſut unia 
good ure, which C0 befare ordained. that: #bey/ 
ſoul walk in them, chapcui. 10. 8 —— 
diligence to the ordinances of God; be much in 
— 7 toad ebe word of God, hear it pteached, 
way, bread in * proud of Chriſt's love at 
every opportunity, and often meditate on that lover 
that free; ſovereign, diſti ing love, that 
9 nr are. yet 10 has taken hold on bh” 
. 


t a 2 in- 
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5thly; In a word, and to conclude, Ie 
in ibe Lord, aui in the Power of bis mi br, put on 
the whole armour of God, but above 40 hold faſt 
mield, by this ye ſhall be able to quench all 
the fiery darts of the devil; take the ſword of the 
ſpirit, and go on in the ſtrength of Jeſus, and yet 
a — * and your warfare ſhall be for ever te- 
iſh 
"What could animate and inſpire with renown 
courage and magnanimity of mind the ſweating 
warfior'{o much as to hear his captain ſay in words 
like theſe ? . Fear not my fellow- ſoldiers, the day 
6“ js won, victory already declares in our favour, 
6 nothing remains but to follow me on to the 
« ſpoil of the field.” This my dear brethren is 
your caſe, the work is done, redemption is finiſh- 
ed, Cangan i is poſſeſſed, yea heaven itſelf is taken 
for you in Chriſt your victorious head; be ſtron 
fear not, ſet rug feet u poo, the, necks of thoſe 


proud aſpiring) [down thoſe high-places 
of Baal, let the + Loed Chr bare the glory, 


and the hap in 
I ſhould {ry . 1 fee Sc enlarg-_ 
ed, there is _ A N of precious ſouls, 


O that I kne how to ſpeak: 2 Mat might 
reach the heart of each individuel. D earth, earth, 
hear 'the word of th O that there might 
bea'ſhaking amon ately bones, that the eter- 
nal ſpirit 6 df. the iving would now breathe 
into them — the * live. Are there not 
ſome here to whom I have been ſpeaking parables ? 
Are not ſome of you better acquainted with, and 
more concerned” about, the ſtate of gue bodies. 
than * ſouls? Well, yet a little while, and it 
une too late to wich you had been wiſe, now, 


now, 


—e — ————— — — — ee — — —jä ——— — jůG—“ ViiU!FL[Lmꝛ̃ ́ — — ͥ́ꝓ'— — — 


nom, is tbe kt time, nom, now, is the day of 
ſalvation; if cheſe ſermons you hear do not be- 
come a ſavour of life unto you, they will be 4 
ſavour of death unto death. May che np moans 
9 d a bleſſing. on what has been f 
e it truly proficable to all your fouls, 

Amen, Amen, n tend die N 
. beg 4 2102 
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| HES E 5 of one, who like 
1 a proud and ſelf· opinionated pro- 

Kfer, was full of himſelf, vicb, — 
thought, cand increaſtu with goods';; but was 
reality an utter ſtranger 10 himſelf, as 4 Fen 
and weak creature; and to that pure and perfect 
law, whoſe precepts are exceeding broad; and 
concerning which, he/ſerapled not to affirm, all 
theſe things have I kept from my youth up. There 
are ſeveral things remarkable in this paſſage; and 
g of ſerious attention "Jeſus had many 
that followed him, from place to place; and many 
that applied unto him from many motives, and 
very different; ſome were moved with euriofiry, 
ſeeing the miracles which he vrought upon the 
bodies of thoſe that were diſeaſed; and others 
from more baſe motives ſtill, becauſe they did eat 
of the loaves and were filled; and ſome attended 
to 


3 
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to bim through a perſuaſion that he was the Mef. 
Aab, that was to come into the world. What 
moved. our quetiſt in the text to apply to him, 
has been matter of daubt amongſt commentators ; 


(ſome think he came ſeriouſly, to receive informa- 


tion from our Lord, agreeable to the queſtion firſt 
| propdſed, good maſter, *what good } ing ſhall 15 
that I I may have eternal life ? Others think, that 
he came in a captious ſpirit with an intent to 
uzzle our Saviour ; ning from' the ride of 

is heart that he was tog wiſe to be 3 

and too holy ta need an addition of any other 
virtue. However, an attention to the deſcrip- 
tion given of his and 8 in this 
whole affair, may poſſibly fix our judgment con- 
cerning him, 46 -Merbrntididtely as iy neceſſary; it 
= more immediately our concern to detect 

ypocriſy, of our ow hearts, than that of o 

yu — ſeems the perſon that here came to our 
Lord was a young man; alaſs how few of theſe 


come to enquire about etetnal life; youn 


ſong often think that religion is only fit 12 
grey- headed, and ſuch d are bowed down with | 
age and infirmities; but however there is one 
bee man * Jeſus, maybe OTE, 
multitudes. 
But it is furthermore ſaid of him that he 1 
yery richs it is therefore more ſtrange to hear 
him n raking about ſpiritual things; | moſt youths 
in the - like- ſituation are-throwing looſe the reins 
of ſenſual appetite, and evil deſire, and their chief 
enquiry is, who will Jſheto us any good: ? ROT, 
in this (degenerate age, ſuch indications of 
would be. eſteemed the buddings of enthu alm, 


2 9 fd feed brain, or the ons 
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and effects of groſs ignorance. But none of theſe 
appear ta "of A e of this young, man, for we 
are Een by the evat Hes that he was 
a ruler, 2 magiſtrat te, and deing yet young it 18 
not unlikely his abilities were bright and promiſ- 
ing. But be. this, as it will, he had youth and 
f A if one may ſuppoſe his. proteſſions 
real, ſo that he had the fear of God alſo; one 
might almoſt venture to. call, him the phenix of 
iis age; and would God, viewing him in this 
ight, we might ſee many young and rich perſons 
treading in his ſteps. This young gentleman came 
8 and ſaid. unto him, Good maſter, what 
good thing ſhall I de, that I may have eternal life 2 
| What good thing, it ſeems as if he ſhould ſay, 
there is no taſk ſo arduous, no ſuffering ſo great, 
chat a 2 9 L* deſirous ® wy ſuf- 
r, that I ma ved; perhaps ſome. of you. 
may be Rad as he was, to make ſuch pro- 
feſſion with your lips, concerning whom God may 
ſay as he once did of profeſſing Iſtael; O that there 
were in them ſuch a heart. After our Saviour had 
reproved him for calling him | good, and yet 
at the ſame time diſbelieved in him as God, — 
ſides whom ſays he, here is none ſo; he anſwers 
to his queſtion, if thou wilt enter into life keep 
the commandments. It is by no means to be ad- 
mitted,. that our Lord here dallied with the young 
man, when ſuitable to his character, and behavi- 


our at other times, he ſhould have directed him; 
nor that he ſpoke ironically, and tauntingly z but 
that obſerving the ſpirit, and diſpoſition of the 
queriſt, and through a prerogative peculiar to 
himſelf knowing the miſtaken conceptions of his 
heart, he preſcnbed the moſt effectual remedy for 


the 


the removal of his diſorder, and laid before him 
the moſt exact rule, whereby to adjuſt the work 
ne ſeemed ſo deſirous to compleat and perfect. 

One may charitably fuppoſe, this youth had been 
ſingular in his life and conduct; not running into 
che follies, and extravagancies which too many in 
the like contlition do; thereby ſowing thoſe ſeeds, 
thoſe pernicious ſeeds, tliat frequently ripen into 
a mortal harveſt in the midſt of life, and org 
down the grey hairs of their tendet and indulgent 
rents with ſorrow to the grave. He probably 
ad been obſervant of the rites and ceremonies 
enjoined® by Moſes, yea it is not unlikely he had 
been kept from murder, adultery, &c. as to the 
outward and groſs acts, * and therefore like Saul 
of Tarſus might think himſelf 2s 7ourbing the rigb- 
teouſmeſs of the law; to be blameleſs; but the want 
of attending to that pure and holy, that exten- 
five and inflexible law, in it's ſpiritual nature; 
had betrayed him into the moſt groſs and dange- 
tous miſtakes. And what is it but the like want 
of attention to this, that ſome are led to talk of 
ſalvation without a Saviour, and to expect mercy 
contrary to juſtice; and others in a ſpirit not a- 
lien to this miſtaken youth, to boaſt of obedience 
in heart and life fully adequate and every way an- 
ſwerable to the largeſt demands of the injured law 
As the ſcriptures teach no way to life and ſalva- 
tion but Jeſus Chriſt, as our Lord declared himſelf 
to be the only way to the father; and as none that 
are not conſcious of their-own ſinfulneſs and help- 
leſſneſs will come to Chriſt, our Saviour's anſwer- 
and inſtruction was the moſt pertinent and uſeful 
that could poſſibly-have been given him ; for _ 
dil a teach- 


teaching of our Lord, may be ſuppoſed to run in 
this ſtrain. Young man thou a e! 
&« queſtion to be very deſirous of eternal life, 
am highly pleaſed with all that ſincerely enquire 
& after it, it is a laudable ſtudy; thou haſt heard 
4% what the law ſays, do this and thou ſhalt live, 
<£ the; juſtice of God will inſure eternal life on 
condition of perfect obedience, but a failure in 
“that will expoſe the offender by the ſame juſtice 
<<. to the curſe and penalty.” nee 
Our Saviour could not poſſibly intend to direct 
the young man, ſo to keep the commandments, as 
that by his obedience he might obtain, that is, 
merit eternal life; ſeeing this would have claſhed 
with the whole tenour of his goſpel, and in re- 
ſpect of all ſuch, - rendered his life and death of 
no avail : but to correct the erroneous conceptions 
he had formed of his own holineſs and at laſt to 
lead him as a poor helpleſs ſinner to ſeek ſalva- 
tion in the righteouſneſs of another. It is eaſy 
to perceive what a high opinion our religious pu- 
pil here, had of himfelf for he ſcruples not to 
affirm without any manner of heſitation, upon our 
Lord's particularizing the duties of the ſecond ta- 
ble, all theſe things have I kept from my youth up; 
pray who amongſt you here this day can ſubſcribe 
this declaration? All theſe things, not committed 
murder, adultery, not taken away by ſtealth that 
which was another's, not borne falſe witneſs againſt 
any, given the honour due to parents, and exer- 
ciſed the ſame love and good will to another, as 
to ſelf ; what and at all times, from my youth up ? 
A bold aſſertion, having no foundation, or ſup- 
port, but pride and ignorance. Pride, in ſetting 
too great a value on his own imperfect _ 


— — 
— — 
—— — 
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1 0 — he 
„However, as he had applied: to the 


4-8 of mankind for inſtruction, he will not ſend him 


away ignorant as he came; — 
to prove by argument, that he was miſtaken in 


himſelf; but takes'a method' the moſt ſhort and 


effectual to convince him thereof, and as it were 


at one blow to ſap the very foundation of his'de- 


pendance, and lay his towering apprehenſions in 


the duſt. One may ſuppoſe our Saviour upon his 
aſking, what lact I yet? addreſſing him in ſuch 
ſoxt as this; © Alaſs, poor 


youth, thy heart de- 
i ceives thee, thou haſt been far enough from 


Keeping all theſe things, thou haſt been great- 


6 ly deficient i in the duties both of the and 
« ſecond table; it would be needleſs for me to 
« accuſe thee of thy want of love to God, it will 
* ſufficiently appear by bringing to the teſt . 

% profeſt love to thy neighbour as thyſelf; if 
“ thou wilt aſcertain thy love to God and man, 
“ ſo that thou mayeſt be perfect, do this, as the 
<<. proof of it, ſell that thou baſt, and give to 


- <<. tbe poor,” But here, his ſelf-righteouſneſs, 


was detected, for when he heard this, he went 


away ſorrowful; was it becauſe Jeſus had vouch- 


ſafed to give him a full anſwer to his queſtion? 
No, but becauſe our Lord had ſet too great a 


price on eternal life; he muſt fell his all to buy 


this precious pearl; and deſirous as he ſeems to 
have been of obtaining eternal life, yet at preſent 


he loved his money better. See my brethren, how 
deceitful is the heart of man. See what profeſ- 
ſions you may poſſibly make, and 3 | 

the 


de 
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wer of a inſt dingerous deluſion; ; "Hick 
there is for felf-examination ; what need to 
come to Chrift to have our miſtakes corrected, he- 
fore je be too" lte. Fam nigh, ſaith our Lord, 
lobe father, or mother, wife, or children, lands or 
| 7 more than me, be is not worthy of me, . 
if any man love the world, ſays his beloved diſciple, 
the love of the Pee is not in bin; this young man 
loved the world, thetefore notwichſtanding all his 
profeſſion, was 4 ſtranger to true godlineſs ; take 
good heed my dearhearers leſt this ſhould alſo be 
the caſe with ſome of you. bas. 
What lack I het? Being deſtitute of the love. 
of the father, as appears by his love of the world, 
what did he not lack? Or rather what had he, of 


which had he known and ſeen himſelf, he had not | 


reaſon to be aſhamed? I ſhalf now, keeping this 
— g ruler in view, proceed to enquire, and lay 
you the following things 


16 What a natural man hath, of which it may 
be ſaid, this it good. ah 
. 2d, What a man ſhould have, to be acceptable 
to God. | 

3d, By what means theſe qualifications can be 
attained. 

#th, How ĩt will appear that a man poſſeſſes theſe, 

5th, What muſt be the bleſſedneſs of ſuch a ſtate. 


uam unwilling to ſuppoſe that any of my hear: 
ers this day, are of that number, who by the abuſe 
of God's good creatures, deface the image of 

their glorious maker, (already too much obliterar - 
ed) on their ſouls, and degenerate into worſe than 
brute beaſts, * the ſhameful fin of drunkenneſs; 
W which 


1 


— 1 
—_— pv: pe 
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- 4 * 4 
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which! ee ſay no” yorle og ir. js, a groß butt of 
thoſe creature-comforts/and.enjoyments which che 
| munificent donor of all our bleſſings, has graci- 


— * 


- -oully given, to be received with thankſotving; and 
uſed to his 15 But if $19 ſhould happen to 
be within the ſound of my voice any ſuch brute in 


human form ; may he hear the word of the livipg: 


4 J. 4 * — 


God. * Woe unto them that riſe. up early in the 


| Þ** morning, that they may follow Rrang drink, 


that continue until night; till wine inflame. 
khem, and the harp and the. viol; the tabret and 
pipe, and wine are in their feaſts; but they re- 
<* gard not the work of the Lord, peither con- 
der the operation of his hands.“ If. v. 11, 12. 
I am alfo unwilling to ſuppoſe that any who are 
now attending to hear the word of God, ſhould 
ever be guilty of that, to which, in my opinion 
chere is the leaſt temptation of all the ſins men 
commit, and therefore the offenders are the moſt 
inexcuſable; 1 mean vain and common ſwearing ; 

for whereas the former, renders a man only fit to 

_ aſſociate with beaſts, this makes him only fit for a 
companion of devils. _ Swear nat at all, faith the 

_ -  blefſed Jeſus, © Neither by heaven for it is God's 
» throne; nor by the earth for it is his footſtool; 
„neither by Jeruſalem for it is the city of the 
« great King; neither ſhalt thou ſwear by thy 
head, begauſe thou canſt not make one hair 


* 


1 . lack,“ Matt. v. 34, 35, 36. Nor 
t thou take the name of the Lord thy God 
ein vain, for the Lord will not hold him guilt- 
« leſs that taketh his name in vain.” © 
I am willing to believe that you, to whom lam 
at this time preaching the word of the Lord, are re 
gardful of his ſabbaths; that you do not conſider ae 
pet i 


at & 


\ 
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reſt you are called to on this day, as à privilege 
granted you in common with the beaſts that periſſi; 
_ time for idleneſs, and ſelf-indulgence; a day 
wherein you may delight 83 and purſue 
your on pleaſures; but that you look upon it as 
the Lord's- Day, in which you are ſolely to be em- 
ployed in his ſervice, reading and hearing his word; 
and together with his people preſenting your pray- 
ers and praiſes unto him. Bur if there ſhould be any 
of you, who have not fo high a regard for the 
abbath of the Lord, but can fleep.jz away upon 
your beds, or ſpend it in walking abroad in pur- 
ſuit of ſenſual delights; if you mike no conſci- 
ence' of planning and ſcheming on his day, that 
you may execute the more ſpeedily and effectually 
when the tedious hours of the {abbath ſhall be 
over; in all ſuch caſes be aſſured the, Lord has an 
eye to you; nor ſhall you ſucceed in any of your 
wiſhes. © The Iſraelites who went to ſeek manna 
on the ſabbath-day found none, though on other . 
days God fent it in abundance ; nor ſhall xe be 
ſatisfied with the defires of your heart while ye 


lightly eſteem the day of the Lord, and ſeek hap- 


pineſs in the labour of your own hands. 
I 'am willing furthermore to believe, and in 
charity I hope, that you who are at this time in 
God's houſe, have no taſte or reliſh for the play- 
| houſe, and the faſhionable amuſements o re 
_ ſtage; which inſtead of correcting, corrupts the 
; morals, and ſpreads infection where it promiſes to 


heal. Would we ſee the odiouſneſs of vice, and 


be "reminded of its inſeparable connection with 
ſhame and ſuffering ; the ſacred hiſtorian has de- 
picted the one in colours the molt ſtriking and 
difagreeable; and deſcribed the other in.judg- 

_ W 2 mentis, 
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| ments, the moſt awful and alarming, Gen. vi. . | 
and 18, 19. Ot > we wiſh to ſce the amiable= 
neſs of virtue, and its certain reward; let us: 


ſhift the ſcene, to arighteous Noah, a patient Joby 

or a deygut and God-tearing Daniel; and whereas: 

the former, are but the fiction of man's imagina - 

tion, the latter, are matters of fact, eee 
the veracity of God. 

Nor can I be eably induced to believe, that you. 
who pay a frequent attendance on the public or- 
6 dinances 0 God, ſpend your hours —— evenings 
in private at the card · table, tortured and tortur- 

one another; or, of which, to. lay the beſt, 
| 5 Er on the ſpeedy hours, which haye Os 
prepared themſelves wings to expedite their fi 
and when once gone can never be recalled. . 
am I willing to uaded that your, hearts are. 
aged in the purſuit of any of the fallly 
eng pleaſures. of the world ; which however 
laviſh in the. l of good, and inviting in ap- 
pearance, will at laſt not only leave the deluded 
— that purſues them unſatisfied and empty. 
but will plant in his boſom a pricking thorn; and 
pierce him through and through with mn ſor- 


8. 
3 Tuppoſe all this be true that 1 am villng 


to believe concerning you, that you have t 


away your eyes and ears from all theſe follies and 
vanities, from every of theſe acts of ſin and dif- 
obedience; yet all this negative goodneſs, is hut 
like a row of cyphers without an initial figure, 
amounting in the account of poſitive, or real VE 
tue, to juſt nothing at all. 
Lou may further ſuppoſe the natural man, 4 
Wy reading the icripture, the word of Go 
whic 
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which contains in it all things that are profitable for 
 dottrine, for reproof, for correction, for mftruttion 
in rigbteoufngſs.; yet as he may read, either out of 
FJorne fanciful curiofity, or as matter of duty, and 
for which he expects to be rewarded; his practice 


may rather be blameable, than laudable. The | 


Seribes and Phariſees, who were far enough from 
the knowledge of the ſcriptures, or receiving any 
influence from them; yet read them 1 
frequently, but partock ſo little of the ſpirit 
holy writings Mould effect, that our Lord calls 
them painted ſepulchers. Wenn 
Ia a word, the natural man may pray, fo did 
Saul of Tarſus, and the whole ſect of the Phari- 
ſees; he may faſt and give alms, ſo the proud 
boaſter in the temple ſays he did; he may make 
a profeſſion of faith in the Lord Jeſus, be admit- 
ted on a judgment of charity, a member of the 
viſible church; all this we read of Simon-magus, 
and yet like him be in the gall of bitterneſs and the 
bonds of iniquity. As all external actions, are but 
the effects of ſame interior cauſe, they muſt ne- 
ceſſarily partake of its nature; and we have good 
authority to affirm, that a corrupt tree cannot 4 
orth good fruit. Hence there is no religious 
however ſpecious in appearance, and though ever 
ſo much reſembling the ſpiritual exerciſes of the 
truly regenerate; that bears any more proportion 
to them, or partakes any more of the nature of 
them, than a painted flame to a real fire, or an 
empty ſhade to ſolidity and ſubſtance. 
There are many religious acts, which when con- 
fidered in themſelves are. good, and which the 
ly pious will be found in the exereiſe of; ſuch 


- 


as reading and hearing the word of God, faſting, 
| W 3 | pray- 


= 


, » 
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Prayings and 1 &c. 9a as the beſt and” x 
pureſt 1 wer, by being put into.tainted veſſels, Lick 
comes infected and ſpoiled.; ſo theſe acts, bei 
performed by unholy perſons, whoſe hearts. ane 
conſciences are defiled, have nothing! in them o 
that ſweer ſavour, that thumamata which rend is 
the prayers of the ſaints acceptable to God. The 
Holy. hoſt. declares, the, /a 755 of the. wicked 
\ is an abomination ; none of f his offerings are ac- 
ptable, nor doth a blellng #66 1 1 his la. 
LN 3 is heart and hands ing de led. FT 
thing 18 polluted with his touch, and the wiſe, man 
| ſaith, be plowing of the ww: cked js fin, and theſe 
not having the fear of God before their eyes, have 
the curſe of God entailed upon all their labours; 
and whereas, whatſoever the man does, that fear- 
eth God ball proſper ; whatſoever thele do ſhall 
be unſucceſsful, unſatisfyi ying. 
What lack Iyet? Said the young rler. ' Rather 
what had he of which he had, not. reaſon to be | 
ſhamed ? Our Saviour could have told him 1 in 
jp w words, if his wiſdom, as the divine teacher, 
aa? not ſuggeſted' a more effectual method 0! 
| hewing him his wants; ; that he lacked a heart re- 
wed by grace; à pure fountain that might ſen, 
orth more wholeſome ſtreams. This renewec 
heart as it was a principal thing this young man 
wanted; fo it is a thing neceſſary for every man; 5 
for ſeeing we are by nature the children of wrath, 
| nothing but this can make us children of face. 
It is not ſo much to be wondered at, that a John, 
rſon, full of himſelf, and rich in his own'ac- 1 
quired righteouſneſs, ſhould be ignorant of what 
e was, and what he wanted; ſeeing an old ruler, 
Shes diſciple of Jeſus, when applying to the great 


teacher 


A | . 89 + Ne- 
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teacher for inſtruction betrayed ſo great ignorante, 
that ſpiritual regeneration was a myſtery and a 
riddle to him. Verih, verily, I ſay unto thee, en- 
cept' a man be born again be cannot ſee the kingdom 
of God. To which Nichodemus replied, bot can 
this be? If it be neceſſary for us to be born again; 
if we muſt needs be renewed in the ſpirit of. our 
mind, it manifeſts ſomething egregiouſly wron 
in the contexture and ceconomy on our intellec- 
tuals ; and this thought, muſt needs mortify the 
haughty ſpirit of the natural man, and create in 
him an averſion to à doctrine, that lays the ax to 
the very root of his innate pride; and which, if 
true, muſt leave his ſalvation wholly and ſolely 
in the hands of the bleſſed ſpirit of God. Hence 
it comes to paſs, that when the doctrine of rege · 
neration is ſo plainly taught, and enforced by our 
Lord, and ſeconded by his apoſtles and all goſpel- 
eachers ; yet man's natural pride will not ſuffer 
im to ſubmit to the important truth. And be- 
cauſe the ſcripture is too full upon the point to 
be denied, and will admit of no evaſion, as to 
the neceſſity of the thing; therefore ſomething: 
muſt be ſubſtituted in the ſtead of the real thing, 
bearing indeed its name, but as foreign to its na- 
ture, or the real thing itſelf as the effect is to the 
cauſe producing it; for a reformation of life and 
manners, when proceeding from a renewed heart, 
(which is not always the caſe) is but the effect of 
that inward cauſe. A renewed heart and mind is 
ſo neceſſary to give us acceptance with God, and 
to produce” any works pleaſing and acceptable, 
that the latter is altogether impoſſible without the 
former. 8 F 
This young ruler, and with him, every natural 
| | ; man 


5 
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man 4 faith i in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. There 


ot TI 66 ceſs: to the father but, by. the ſon, von as: 
zre 


Zeus 
5 to heaven, and. the 1 ent: of 
t 


MIT name given under heaven, but. that 4 
eby men can be ſaved... If we atte 


fed, God another way than Chriſt ;- ve ſo 
attempt to take the crown : the head of 
e Redeemer, to arrogate to ourſelves the 


that ſolely belongs to him, and tq ſubvert God's: 


appainted FO hs of ſalvation. | hen the Jens 
11571 of Jeſus ſaying, bat Gall me ga: that 
we may work the wert e 'S od 2... This is the, work 
God, ſaid our Lord, —_ believe on him uub 
Path | ent, R laces his own works — 
S th ce of Jeſus, as that for which, 
8 1 * be accepted of God, tramples the blood 
of the covenant as it were beneath his feet, and 


| makes the uh. and ape oh of Chriſt the Lord 


of no avail, ery Child that deſires to 
TA what * * be muſt. do to inberit eternal 


life, muſt be taught ge in may words rf 
70 that ſhall effect the ſame thing, to look to 
eſu 


$; to believe the goſpel concerning Jeſus, a | 


expect his all in him, and to venture his ſoul upon 


him. All 5 ia under the la had reſpect unto | 


this lamb every Geh taught Iſraelite 
locked through the ſhadow af rites and ceremonies 
to this ſubſtance; and the offering of , faith, was 


only 785 it Dang impoſſible ae, faith * 


| pleaſe b im. 
Again, this ang lacked, what we all by 
nature lack, a I ace. we iy ea not 
oſſeſſed of, we = neither be happy here, nor 


ereafter, even an union with Chriſt. I am tbe. 


aa Ye are the n ſaid our Lord to his diſ- 


ciples, 


\ 
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giples, and if am man be not in me, he is caſt forth 
as a branch and is withered, Our fouls are by na- 
ture, dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, and with him 
alone is the well-of Hfe. As all light and beat 
oome from the ſun, ſo all divine and ſpiritual life 
is derived from jeſus Chriſt; for as 1he father 
hath \ life in bimſell, jo bath be given the ſon to have 
life in him/elf, and tbat he may give eral life to 
wwhomſacver he will. | The great teacher of the 
gentile world ſets it forth as a privilege peculiar 
to the people of God, that they are one with 
Jeſus; we are members of bis body, of bis fleſh, 
and. of bis bones ; but where this union is wanting, 
men are like trees planted on a dry and barren 
mountain, which lacking moiſture, produce no 
fruit ; but wither, droop, and die. Te are, ſays. 
the apoſtle again, dead io the law by the body of 
Chriſt," that ye might be married to another, even ta. 
bim that is raiſed from the dead, that ye ſhould bring 
forth fruit unto Cod; where we ſee all the virtue, 
all the power of bringing forth fruit to God, is 
in, conſequence of our union with him; for ſays 
he, without me ye can do nothing. - Nor ſhall we 
ever perform any religious work as we ought, 
until we m it from a princi ee true 
faith works by love, and love mu | be at the root of © 
every pious exerciſe, or it will want a proper ſa- 
vour to render it acceptable. Religion in every 
branch is like the rites and ceremonies of the 
jews; a burthen which we can never be able to. 
bear, if % nee, ſoften, 3 a 
_ pleaſing. reliſF thereto, and all bodily exere 
formality but as a ſtinking, lothſome carcaſs, if 
love do-not animate each duty, and circulate 
"IR the whole devotional ſyltem, as the blood 


ani- 


N animates, runs through, and Teen e 
warmth and nouriſhment to the natural body.” 
might appeal for the truth of this aſſertion to 
unrencued perſon in this congregation; os 

| pleaſure and fſatisfaftion have you in prayer; either 
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public pr private? May I not anſwer for ſomeę 9 
| * ſo little, that in private we never bow t 


knee at all; and when we do it in public; its 
more in compliance with cuſtom, and from 
ſome notions of duty, 1 or delight. 7 
May I not add the ſuffrage 


my brethren,” who 
will readily confeſs, that in times paſt they had 
no delight in God's ways, but like the Pente of 


old influenced by the ſame ſpirit, were not want- 
- Ing to ſay, when will the ſabbath be ended that "we 


may buy and ſell, and ſet forth wheat ;, but now 
bleſſed be God the tables are turned, you are de- 
firing an eternal ſabbath; you with for ever like 
Mary to ſit at the maſter's feet; you fir down 
under bis ſhadow with heart · felt delight, and bis fruit 


| is fweet' unto your taſte. O happy change] In- 
© conceivably precious ſalvation! Now you can hail 
the ſweet day of reſt that ſaw the Lord ariſe ; you 


now ſay with the pious prince of the choſen tribes; | 


- I wes glad wwbent they aue let us Le up 10 the bouſe 
of the Lord. 


Once more, this young gelen no doubt 
when he applied to our Lord, wore a garment 


ſuited to his rank and dignity; and by which it 


is not improbable he was known to be a ruler, or 
magiſtrate; but had he known himſelf, he would: 
have ſeen-the nakedneſs of his precious ſoul, and 


that a garment was lacking for this, which his poſ- 


ſeſſions could not purchaſe. Every man as Job 


* comes naked into the world, and the 


naked- 
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{s of his body is but a ſad emblem of the 
115 ſaul;. which void and deſtitute of the image 
of God, renders him unfit for an union with him, 
ald cuts him off from the enjoy ment of him. We 
n never be ac 4 9 to God, but as we are 
a righteous, i r he is a holy and'fin-haring 
God; it might bee been ſaid therefore to this 
young man, thou lacteſt a righteouſneſs pure, and 
. as the law of God, a righteouſneſs - 
wering all its large requirements, and poſſeſſed 
of which, juſtice itſelf io perfect correſpondence 
with the holy law, may award, etcrnal life- as by 
Portion. . 
Except Jour Abet A ſaid Chriſt, 8 the 
righteauſueſs, of the” Scribes and Phariſees, ye all 
in no, wiſe enter into the kingdom. of God; they 
boaſted in their own, holineſs, and deſpiſed others ; 
but yet their righteouſneſs was impure in the qua- 
ity, and imperfect in the quantity thereof. It 
was impure in the quality, for it did not proceed 
from faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and whatever is not of 
faith, is in; neither did the love of God, inter- 
mixing with, and running through each duty, 
render it as. the ſacrifice of a ſweet ſmelling favour. 
It was imperftet in quantity, not like David hav- 
ing re/pell unto all his commandments, bat tything, 
mint, 2 and aniſe, yet neglecting mercy 
and judgment. Their righteouſneſs was well ſha- 
dowed forth by Aaron's veſtment, which on! 
cached down to his knee, and probably intend- 
ed to admoniſh the people of Iſrael, that by the 
| | righteou; neſs of the law, no-fleſb could be Juftified. 
But the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is a compleat 
13 for the naked ſinner, is a glorious or- 
: | | namental 


18 
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: tn MR the believer ; and wheſdever 
is not found in this, will haue no place at the 
| ſupper of the Lamb. wo mah 
4 # is the man; © fays David, whoſe niqui- 
| tes dre forgiven, and 2 7 ry \ fins are coverid ; as 
nothing but the blood of Jeſus could procure 
tte former of theſe, namely forgiveneſs; io 2 
ck but the obedience, FT actiye obedi | 
life of Jeſus, could effect the latter. hs 
ar imputed- to the belieyer, | is 
ich procures him admiſſion into the preſence. 
Er ing of kings; and gives him with bold- 
neſs to ſtand before the Lord Jebovab. This 
nighteouſneſs therefore is what every natural man 
Tacks, and without which, ſhould he miſtakenly 
boaſt Tike our young ruler, all theſe things have I 
2 from my youth up, he would till appear in 
el thy God like him to be but a ſpecious 
Melt ade Glorious robe ! This is fit for them 
that dwell in king's houſes; this is that which e- 
very believer i ra Hh erivmphs'; in, and fays, ſure- 
ly in ile Lord have I righteouſneſs and 72 27 3 
this is the royal-robe which is appointed for the 
king's daughter to wear, the ſpouſe of Jeſus when 
ſhe ſhall be preſented T the King, ber cloatbing 
ſhall be of ur . gold | 
All theſe qualifications, blengs,” the 
you man lacked, who alaſs, he ſeemed to think 
Dr had need of nothing; and all theſe are 
wanting to you who have not yet been brought 
as poor ſinners to the feet of Jeſus, to receive the ; 
blefſings from his bounty. 
Tou are in want of a renewed heart, flo 
whence may proceed a reformed life, and renew- 


ed actions; you want faith in the Lord Jeſus 
OR Chriſt, 


Chriſt,: without which it k im 


- 


God. You want an unien y 


fluence, chat you my receive that. diſpoſition. 


and power, whereby to perform 


may doatk, that beautiful robe N es | 
your naked ſouls, and ft you, for thoſe h;. 1 , 


manſions he wb po ones phe „And now 


thitd and grand point of, enquiry, is, how may. 


theſe be obtained? Are chey hereditary bleffings, 
devolving by a natural deſoent upon che children. 
The ſcripture ſays, 20 3-40 {4 they that were born. 
of load; but of God. We are all born children 
of wrath, ſays the apoſtle, and another, I as con- 


ceived. in fin, and brought forth . iniquity; but 


none are born children of grace. Believing parents 


do not beget believing children in ordinary gene- 


ration; nor do parents the moſt pious and holy, 


beget children of a more graceful diſpoſition than 
the moſt abandoned and notoriouſly wicked. 
Are they of the will of man? No, the tender and, 


indulgent parent may treaſure up for the darling 


of his heart thouſands of gold and ſilyver, and a 


corruptible inheritance; but he cannot bequeath 
any ſpiritual bleſſing ; it is in this reſpect that no 


one has oil to give to another. The pious parent 


will uſe all polſible means, to promote the eter-* 
nal welfare of his offspring; he will conſider it 
as a duty incumbent upon him, to reprove, ex- 
hort, admoniſh, counſel, &c. yea, he will go be- 
fore his children, and ſervants in the way of duty, 
and add to precept and example, conſtant pray- 
er; but after all muſt ſubſcribe the apoſtolic de- 
claration, Paul may plant, and Apollos may water, 
ut God muſt give the increaſe. We parents, My 
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poſiiple.co pleaſe 
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ſervice j; yes you want that righteoulnels, which 
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like the father or the kalen race, beget i bürf 
likeneſs, fallen, depraved creatures bur ur God un- 


ly, the father of a perfect race can rema ke and 


us into his o bleſſed image: 


© Cannot theſe bleſſings 10 neceſſary! to bring to 


f 


heaven, be diſcovered by learning and foundovr, 
and obtained by much 0 No, if any 
man would he wiſe to ſalvation he muſt become 
a fool that he may be wWiſe; for God'bath nad 
fooliſh e Gree en nor hath any man 
by wiſdom found dut Ged. Was the preaching 
F the croſs in the days of Paul the apoſtle foo!- 
iſhneſs to the wiſe ?''Yes; andtither that Ppreach-- 


ag of the croſs” muſt» loſe its native Gmphicity, 


or It will meet with no better treatment in any 
age, nor with amore favourable reception at any 
Place. The rich and the poor, the wiſe and the 
unwiſe are all upon a level in the ſight" of God; 


wih bim there is no reſpect of perſons, as be ba, 


no pleaſure in the ſtrength of an bor/+; neither delight - 
eth he in the legs of a nan; ſo the blooming youth, 


and the hoary head, the enthroned monarch, and 


the ſhackled flave, are equally regarded by him; 
and in reſpect to his ſupremè and ſovereign ma- 


jeſty are very vanity and leſs than nothing. The 


Prophet in order to humble the haughtineſs of 
man, and aſcribe all our ſalvation to God alone, 
delivers himſelf in theſe words » the viſton of 
all is become unto you as the words of a book 


(tat is ſealed, which men deliver to one that 


is learned, ſaying,” read this J pray thee; and 


he faith I cannot for it is ſealed. And the 


*«-book is delivered to him that is not learned, 
* ſaying, read this J pray thee; and he ſaith, I 
n mot lenrned .. . and 

Nia | Thus 
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% Thus is the book of Sod, a ſealed book, and 
none but the lion of che tribe of Judah can 
the ſeals teach true wiſdom, and put a ſinner in- 
to the poſſeſſion of theſe tranſcendunt -bleſſings. ' 
As the race is not to the ſwift, nor the battle to the 


not 10 khe worldly wiſe; for thus it is written, 


deſtroy the wiſdom of the wiſe, and will bring” 4% 10. 
thing the underſtanding of the prudent ;* and then in 
a kind of holy triumph cries out, wert if the" 
wiſe ; I bene ix tht ſrrils s Where" is the diſputrer 
F this. world? What is worldly wiſdom when em- 
ployed to find out God, and the things of God, 
if they are not revealed unto us by his ſpirit? The 
Lord Jeſus on this account ſaid, I bank thee, O 
father, Lord of beaven and earth, that thou” hat 
Bid theſe things from the wiſe and prodens; and hoſt 
revealed them unto babes. I ſpeak nottheſe thi 


to depreciate learning, but to circumſeribe it's la- 


titude; it may be greatly uſeful when Properly 
employed, and in it's own-ſphere but Hagar 
muſt not take upon her, what properly belongs to 
Sarah; human pride muſt not attempt to perfom 


i taſk, which Wen Ager claims a 1690's ti- 


tle to. 
But hos the man off wealth and anden no 
prerogative, cannot theſe bleſſings be procured for 
money? No, ſooner may dung and droſs pay an 
equivalent for the moſt immenſe ſums of gold and 
jewels; riches, though bleſſings in themſelves, 
and for which the poſſeſſor muſt be accountable, 
as a talent given for improvement; yet are ſo far 
from helping a man forward in the way to heaven, 


that they too — pinion his heart and af - 


fed dane 


o the bleſſings we are enquiting after are we 
faith the great preacher to the corinthians, I WII 


— 
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r attachment to de l that perithetey” 


obſervation; . how hardly Pall ibey that bude rich! 
enter into abe kingdom of God As the falvarionaF] 


NV 


tuary ; but who can p 


a deſire to obtain 
etennai life, hut that, ſell ul thou n 
the” pon, diſcovered and laid open his ſtrong and 


and this led our Saviour to make the follow 


is a miracle of grace and 3 ſo in 


he les ſalvation of a rich man the prodigy is greater; 
the ſnares, temptations, allurements, and obſtruc- 


tions of various kinds that ſtand in the way of 


4 Ts rich, ſpeaking after the manner of men, make 


their ſalvation impoſſible; but with God all things 
e. Therefore although in the language 
eapaſtle, ** not mo wiſe; not many mighty, 
of cheap noble are called,” yet in the Judg- — 
ment of charity, ſome of all theſe are called; for 


| ſalvation. rere to the: orgy" e are Jnvet 


by grace. 
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fecdions fall down to varth! The tent before us 


affords an awful of this; the young mat 
| N er haguitl 4 - 


07 


e e * 


theſe bleſſings? Good works ill lade nothing 


1 ? Make the tree good, and it's fruit will 
be good; but to talk of —.— works. in order to 
obtain a good heart, is li 


as to all fpiricual exerciſes is without ftrengtb? 
The apoſtle does not ſay weak; for a weak man 
1 ſomething not exceeding the mraſure of 

ſtrength; but e having no ftreng tb, there- 
90 utterly * performing any * -x 


1 


their juſt weight, in the ballance of the ſance- 
good works from bad 


ing of making a 
good tree from the bad fruit e by it. What 
good works can be expected from that man, ho 
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ut a feather, of temoye a mountsin. ee | 
intention; or in other words, every ious act 
' ceed from à gracious principle; but every cauſe 


heart to 4 good life; or a renewed heart to g re- - 
EFF 


Kc. is to be tried; and if your good Works are 
not free from all adulteration ride, ſelf, and 


their currencꝝ and attempt to pals them as genuine; 


Which, all your works are to be ſtrictly weighed ; 


tomake a work good, there muſt firft be u goo 
(and none elſe can be pleaſing to God) muſt pro- 


. - 
5 
o 
— — — a ñ³ 
. k + „62ͤͤͤ 


muſt be prior to the cauſed; therefore 'a good 


Furthermore, my fends,' when' vou bi of — 
w of God ? You ought to confider it as a touch 


ſtone by which the quality of metal, gold, filver,' 


= 


every impetfection, though you. may commend 


— K „%ö7 — 2 V3 ro % — — 


yet will che Lord eſteem them as reprodate ſilver, 
and teject them as droſs. Again, you ought to 
conſider the law of God as a perfect balance, in 


* 
- ü — 


and if there be any thing ſhort of a perfect love 
to God, producing perfect obedience in'every ſtep 
in life; the dreadful writing will appear againſt 
you, as it did againſt the impious Belſhazzar, | 
thou art weighed in the ballante, and art wanting. 1 
 Morevver, could you produce an obedience in 


full tale, adequate to the utmoſt ſtandard of the | 


holy lay, this would Be no more than your bound- 
en duty, and you would ftill have cauſe to ſay, 
we are unprofitable ſervants ; nor could ſuch” obe- 


dience perſevered in to the end, make atonement 


for your paſt tranſgreſſions; but you muſt ſtil! en- 
uire, What good thing ſhall I do to inherit _ 


5 1 


* 
. 


6 


| Ster, this man, this TESUS. give all the prophets 


— 


938 SE R MON XII. "Bt 
ers of God's word conyey theſe bleſſings. 7 Ne, | 


they ein only like John the bapriſt, - point out un- 
to yon the Seat, and glorious perſon whoſe pre- 


rogative it lolely 1s. to 8 them; ſaying wit 


him, be is greater than I or in the words of Pe. 


witneſs ; nor 1s there . in any other. Thi 

| moſtFeminent_miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, are ni 
mote (in reſpect to their office) than . 
| e to whom it is given to treat with ſin 
| to publiſh the 8 edict of their prince; 
and preach in purſuance o e the 
* riches of Chriſt.. In other reſp 


1 AT can do nothing for yqu, fave that in common 
it 


all that Jove the ouls of men, preſent vou 
2 * throne of grace in their continual n 
| gs to God. * may plant, and Apollos may 
0 5 7 but it is God muſt give the bleſſing. of 1 7 ; 
the Lord ſends by whom he will, and wh 9 | 
will he accompliſhes by the meſſuge th 0 
for he is a jealous Cod and will not gire l lo glory 
to another. 

Suffer me juſt to add! in a few words before 1. 
diſmiſd this particular, that there is one ching 
Which a ininifte et of Jeſus Chriſt can do, and it is 
that kind office which I. cordially would perform 

to you. When the fooliſh virgins "Found their mil 
take, in not having prepared oil for theit lamp 
the wiſe ſaid unto them, 20.19 them that ſell and 
buy, but gave chem no particular directions @ a! 
wbe ſupplied ;. mY my deſign is to inform you. 

where you may bauer at the beſt hand, as 
ve commonly bY Jeſus Chriſt char deſpiſed Na- 
zarene, that (Talui) that hanged man as he Jews” 


3 he has all theſe" 
77 bleſ: 


* 
1 1 , 
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* to diſpoſe of, Ren \ 
0 a 7 5 the wiſe virgins, but I ſay g 
and beg; Jeſus is a bounriful giver, he has a full 
houſe, and an, Pen heart; be. fills the bungry with 
good - things, or it ye will go and buy, let it be 
dit bout monty, and without price. Do any of you 
want a renewed heart, you may be delivered 
om, ignorance, darkneſs, enmity, &c. .Ipſays 
Lord, will take away the beart of ſtone, and 
ive an bear t. ef fleſþ ; his liberal hand beſtows his 
Lleſfings freely, and in abundance ; his character 
is, that he gives liberally; to all,” this is mar- 
vellouſly true in the works of nature, and the 
bleſſings of providence; he gives, wiſdom, ſpiri- 
tual, heavenly, and every good thing in Chriſt 
Jeſus z and this is gloriouſly. true in * of all 
that call upon him. U ben the poor and needy { 2 
water. from the Lord; when as poor ſinners they 
apply. to bim for pardon and happineſs ; the 
| barren rocks ſhall iſſue ſtreams af conſolation, and 
the parched deſert become an Eden, rather than 


theſe ſhall be deprived of the bleſſings they want. 


Sinners want to do ſomething for acceptance, 
whereas God beſtows his bleſſings freely; and 
never yet did à ſinner come to Jefus to obtain 
theſe bleſſings from him, that wanted wealth to 
buy them; many are too rich, but none are too 
r for our glorious Redeemer to take in. 1 

&« have been ſo monſtrouſly wicked ſays the ſin- 
% ner, and my heart is ſo deceitful, that I am at 
< preſent quite unſit to come to Chriſt; I can have, 
e no ground of hope for acceptance, till I can be 
6 .a little better; Jeſus accepts us not for our 
2 but rakes poor ſinners under 2 
care, that he.may make 1 ints, agd render 
8 Tag ** SHA. 
* 


08 an u on A OEY 


them worthy of # place in hie kingdom; for it 
is not — righteouſneſs that we ha he 
' 45 done, ht according to His mercy be 

py the waſhing of . And Berend 
ing of the Holy Shot.“ 
In Na) oy Salvation weed an Ay 5 
Lord; wich hm chete is Bos, ana pletireons 
©'reCempri6n.z” and he that giv pre benny + 


bleſſings of the nerber and the u each or | 
his W Gifoofed, 1 oe ws his hand ftretehed fort 8 
ſupply che wants of hears; 


and deſtitüte ſeeks 15 in Pie ſon,” for a He 
_ _ to me, I wilt in no wiſe caſt ut. 
Foy lead your #rtention p 5 
that is, _ it III a1 pear tha 
a 7 poſſeſſes theſe bleffingsz and in the diſct 
fon Af this particular, 1 all deliver. my reid 
ments to you in the following 8 n 
7 ſt, A rene wed heart will produce a fimflar life; 
as à corrupt ter cinnt bring th yogd feu. 
Selber wil a good tree bring forth pad fruit. 
itiis joſhblethar. a man who is a ſtranger to 
d bis renovating grace, may do many things, 
(uke Herod who heard John preach, and wa | 
ſeeringly affeRed,) Which Have the appearance, 
and fhew of good; fo. it is poſſible the believer 
may do ſome things which in the eyes of a cen- 
forjous world, may be reputed evil; yet theſe vati- 
ous actions, as they proceed from ſuch very different 
Principles, muſt be equally different in their na- 
ture. A child of God may ſometimes do thin 
which he has much reaſon to be #hamedof, which 
neither tend to promote che happineſs of his own 
fogl, to ſtrengthen His brethren, or bring glory 
__ yet as all ſuch actions proceed from 


the 


: | | ; 
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the remains of unſubdued nature, they become 
the plague of his heat and bring ſorrow to his 
mind: and conſtrain him to confeſs in the lan- 
— the apoſtle, the thing I do I allow nt; 
yy there ts therefore no condemnalion to bim, tuba 
being in Chit Feiſus, walks not ; his converſation 
is not after the feſb, but after the ſpirit. When 
a man is really born of God, and partakes of true 
grace, the daſiros of his heart are to God, and 1 
ie emembrancg of bim; he does many things for 
_ enden to do more, and defres to 4 


and aim in all his heating is, to 
4vith bis body and ſpiut ubich ang bis... 
2d. Whatever perſon believes in the Lot 
ſus Chriſt, ſuch an one will regard Chriſt above 
all thiygs; for he finds him to be the very life 
of his ſoul, and the ſpring of all his comfort. 
The true believer, as ſaid 3 deſires to do 
all things that may pleaſe God, and has reſpelt 
unto all his commandments; yet he has no depend- 
ance on his duties, which, ſays, be could I per- 
* form in the beſt, and moſt. perfect manner, 1 
* ſhould after all be an wnprofirable ſervant; nor 
* are theſe my Saviour.“ He looks to Chriſt as 
his great deliverer, by the ſhedding of whoſe 
cious blood he has been preſeryed * going fra 
into the pit; and aſcribes to the free grace of God 
abounding through him, the whole of his ſalva- 
tion; he acknowledges himſelf to have been ſaved 
freely, by grace, and not by works of - righteouſs* 
eſs which” be bas dont. His dependance is ftill 
upon Chriſt, chat @ he has been the author, * 
X 3 


% 


* 
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ne may be the finiſher of the gracious work be- 
gun; he finds himſelf weak, and unable to reſiſt 


* 


Ibe ever laſting bills, becauſe from thence comes all 
bis ftrengtb; it is true, ſays he, 7 live, yet not I, 


ve is i faitb in the ſon of God, If he has 

deen preſerved and kept from falling into practi - 

ces diſhonoutable to his vocation, and unbecom; 

ing nis 1 =o allthe glory of his 
us 


eſervation to Je riſt; for true faith is a 


ill as naturally aſcribe both it's own exiſtence, 
and all it's fryies and effects to Jeſus, as a ſpark of 
— fire by it's natural and free aſcent owns and ac- 

b . ledges it's parent ſun. Or if having throuę A 

; tehtulneſs and negiet, fallen into ſin; 

Tees no help or ſuecour for him but in Chriſt! bs 
Feturnivy and weft is all bis jafety ; he conceives of 
no healing but by the blood of the Lamb, nor 
eber thinks of any refuge but under the ſhadow 
this rock, for to whom ſhall I go, ſays he, * 

"tbe words of eternal life. © 


ſelves"incautiouſly and unſcripturally'; yet every 


tion to be in Chriſt; and that Chriſt's "fairhfulneſs 


faith of the goſpel. * 

3d. Whenever a ſoul is united to Chriſt i in . 
ſequence of faith and à new-narure, à conformi- 
#y to Chriſt in heart and life will enſue; no one 
| can know ſo much of the tranſcendant excellency 
+08 —— REiromer,” « or the matchleſs bequ- 
ko ty 


o A % 
"4; , 
| | . he Ir q 
7 *.X 
F ' 
\ oy 


the enemies of his ſoul, therefore his eyes are e 


- but' Cbriſt liveth in ne, and the Efe 1 live in "the 


- . *ſelf-emptying;” and a ſoul- hombling thing, and 


Although profeſſing perſons may expreſs chem- | 
true believer will acknowledge his help and Fav. 


not His own, is the cauſe, the ſole and glorious | 
Tauſe of his preſervation, apd | perſeverance | in "the 


e 


- 
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of the bridegroom of his church, as they who 

him by the goes his own-pint, ſe him by 
An eye of faith, a 
union with him: and none can love him but thoſe 
Who know him; and ſuch as know him moſt will 
Ass org him beſt, Religion is alwavs moſt, 
-amiable in itſelf, moſt eaſy to the profeſſor, and 
moſt acceptable to God, when. it is carried in the 
chariot whoſe pavement is love; therefore he that 


| * moſt * y beſt, if man love me be wi 
| e 


words, word of God will be,m 
Sema thoſe that love God moſt ; and it is 
no inſigni cant proof of our. love to God, that 
we have 4 real reſpeQ, and value for his word. 
Holy David, than whom few of thi#firſt-rate ſaints 
appear to bave had more fervency of ſpirit, ſcems 
, to have had a proportionably ſuperior reſpiłt for 
"the ſcriptures: iy word is dearer unio me than 
. thouſana of go old and filver, and again, bow ſweet 
are thy words unto my taſ e, yea ſu ee than honey 
4o my mouth; and deſcribing one ho is renewed 
by grace, ſays, bis delight is in the lau af the * 
And in bis law doth be meditate day and night... In 
Mort, to every one that believeth, br; iſt is precious, 
his word and promiſes are precious, and his very 
name is lite ointment poured forth. The people of 


| D od are held in high eſteem by a true lover of 


hriſt, theſe are his friends, which are nearer to 
| him, than a brother; and his delight is in the 
faints and in ſuch as excel in virtue. , Brotherly 
_ love is a natural branch of divine faith, and a 
vital union with Chriſt, for this commandment we 
have received from kim, that he that loveth God, 


v: love his brother alſo, 


1 „ 4. As che righteouſneſs of Chriſt 


* 


taſte his ſweetneſs by an 


wh " ER "7 o I. 


rivile liar to every believer, ſo Þ the faith. 
I in #2 LIF Ee thirea obtain a 7 4 
boldneſs when brought to the teſt of God's 
oly law; for in 1 the largeſt requirements 
Try are fully anſwered ; Jeſus by his active 
And f paſſive obedience, . bas ma ed the law and 
. Gods it bonourable ; this exact and Conſuminate 
obedience, he paid as the ſurety.of believing fin- 
ers; | therefore they in hity are accepted as per: = 
Fay ri ghteous, being made 12 Tighteouſneſs | 10 
od in bim. 
* The believet glories not i in any thing but BY 
at the Lord is now his huſbiha, chat] he lives in 
| bm by him, and through him; be lories in his 
ame. the LQRD our riehteouſneſs; he glories 1 in 
155 work, ibo Lord baſt wrought dll our works in 
, lid he glories in the donation of himfelf to 
God, ſaying, I am the Lord's; others indeed have 
too long] had the dominion over me, but I am bins. | 
Thus it will appear tht a man poſſeſſes thoſe blef- ö 
lings the young ruler lacked, when humbled j in his 
on eyes he "or all the glory of what he is, has, 
aid hopes to be, to God alone ; when his lips and 
life ſpeak the ſame language, the language of 
Canaan, and while a ſojourner on earth, he has 
his converſation in heaven, and his fellowſhip with 
the father, and with his ſon Feſus Chriſt. The 
bleſſednefs of ſuch a ſtate, is too great for langu- 
e to deſcribe, or heart conceive z which I think 
will appear when in the laſt place I lay before you 
in a few inſtances wherein it doth conſiſt. 2 80 
ky 5. Ir is ſaid, * Becauſe the children were at- 3 
© takers of fcth and blood, he likewiſe alſo Him- 
©" felt took part of the fame, that through death 


© he might deſtro) him chat had the. POR of 
Wa 4 e , has 


x 
* 
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« death, that is the devil, and deliver them who 
4 through the fear of death were all their life- 
time ubject to bondage.” Now to be faved 
from the fear of death, is a blefling not to be puts 
chaſed at any price; is a freedom which a man 
cannot woch although he would give | 
tteaſutes . 4 
+ Know the greatneſs of this bleſſing, who hay 
known the terrors of an accuſing conſcience, . and. 
the fore chaſtiſement of a wounded ſpirit ; . 
fing of death. is fin, and when the common enem 
Attacks a poor ſinner armed with this dart, wh 
inconceivable an2WIN ſeizes upon the foul? 8 
20ne feels what is inſupportable, and finks beneath 
a diſtreſſing fear of © worſe ; his frighred imaginas 
tion, now fruitful in every; Kind oF terror, ſcal 
the dreaded tribunal of the righteoys judge and 
ſeems to hear the irtevocable ſentence pronounced, 
| depatt thou curſed; into everlaſting fire, and ſeems. 
| to feel in fearfül expectation the fercetieſs of thoſe 
flames which never ſhall be quenched. Now to 
be delivered from all this weight of woe, and to 
experience what the apoſtle calls viZory, gie 
us through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; muſt be a ſtate 
of 'bleſſedneſs which every one that thinks at all, 
moſt wiſh to partake of; but which hone can poſ 
ſels but in and through the mediator, 
Ad, Where there is a heart renewed by grace, 
and an union with Chriſt, there is a comforcable 
ſenfe of his forgiving love; and the believer can 
| now in the words of the prophet, ſay, O Lord 
'W' I will praiſe thee, for though thou waſt angry 
| „ with me, thine anger is turned away and thou 
«'doſt comfort wr This ſtate yields abundance 
of peace, ſpiritual peace, ſuch as @ franger inter- 


is houſe to compals it. They be 


* 


0 


Sd wat with; ſoch as paſeth all under Bonding 


for now the dark providences of God are *light 


7 


About him: “ light is ſown for the righteous, and 


full ſtreams of living water. He has now receiy- 
ed be blaſing of p from the Lord, and there- 
fore has peace with God through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; and rightzouſne/s from the God of bis ſal- 
pation, and can now come with boldneſs to the throne 
7 race. _ His comforts and delights are of a 
ſpiritual nature, nor depend upon the mutables 
and uncertainties of periſhable things ; but flow 
from a. pure, unchangeable, and inexhauſtible 
* ſpring; the Hof the believer is unſpeatable, and 
. fr of leg; he is delivered from tormenting, 
pang e for “ he hath not received the 
* ſpirit of bondage agzin to fear, but the ſpirit of 
adoption, and tbe joy of the Lord is bis ſtrengib. 
'Tf at any time his joys are eclipſed by ſome inter- 
vening cloud, ſo that heavineſs comes upon his 
foul, and cauſes his comforts to ebb; yet 


_ and ſcatters it here and there, and the refreſhin 

* rays of the uncreated brightneſs again make 
the heart; ſuch *©* heavineſs may endure Fo 
« night, but joy cometh in the morning.” The 


the crackling of thorns, but theſe things faith 
Chriſt have I ſpoken unto you, that your joy 
might remain in you, and that your joy might be full. 
We may add to all the happineſs peculiar to 
this ſtate in the preſent life and for the preſent 
time; that lively ſoul. animating hope, of greater, 
4 e ſubſtantial Felicity to be enjoyed Oy 
oy N . : 3 


- 


& gladneſs for the upright in heart;“ and the bar- 
ren rocks and parched deſarts pour out unto him, 


Feavetily wind, the bleſſed ſpirit of God diſſipates 


Joys and ſatisfactions of an hypocrite are but like 


4 * 


1 


s ER MON XII. 34% 


> x for . eye hach not ſeen, hb. 
% nor hath it entered into the heart of man to 
*/ conceive what God has prepared for thoſe that 
„ ait for him.“ The believer's hope is ſaid to 
be full of immortality, that is, nothing leſs an a 
glorious never-ending life, ſpent in the ſweet frui- 
ny tion of God, is the object his wiſhes, and that 
on which his heart and eyes are fixed ; he is ſaid 
0 be “ looking for — 1 = and the 
| «glorious appearing e t even 
> I „ Saviour” Jehos Chriſt”? Ap ro 
The hope of the believer is called a lively bope ; 5 
| ne that it influences the ſoul, and exeites 
to exerciſes of vital holineſs; and leaves not the 
poſſeſſor in a ſtate of ſpiritual death while he pro- . 
Fires yet to live; but repreſenting to his view, 
the glories of the inviſible world, and like He- 
zekiah ſhewing him the treaſure houſe of the Re- 
deemer, &c. he is hereby led on to the practice 
of holineſs, and expecting to ſee Jeſus as he 
is, to purify himſelf as he is pure.? The 0 
ect of this is, an inheritance, incorrupti- 
ble, undefiled, and that fadeth not away, and 
infinitely tranſcends in worth and excellency all 
this world can boaſt; and when compared with 
which, ſink in the eſtimation, and nen 
nothing and vanity; © + 
And yet once more, O comfortable chought! 
All this bleſſedneſs the believer enjoys in the pre- 
ſent life, is but a prelude to, a foreſtate of, that 
d exceeding and eternal weight of glory,” re- 
ſerved for him in heaven. In this frail ſtate ſo 
full of imperfection are we in our rene wed con- 
dition, that the ſtromgeſt faith has it's ebbs and 
bone in the joyous ſenſations it affords; but the 
beatific  ' 


& > 


e {elf examination, .and-inſtcad of faying in a 


. 
* 
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besdiße viſten will be ſubje& to no ſuch mutation: 
: 258 fluctuations; at God's right hand there are 


pleaſures for evermore. No more complain- 


ig * hard hearts, no remaining unbelief to dark- 


en the (evidence, and: diſtreſs, the ſoul; no more 
clouds and darknels, fears, or diſtruſts; but an 
uninterrupied ſtream. of living water will yield a 
full ſupply for the inhabitants of the new Jeruſa- 


en; acceſs will be given chem to the 


tree 1 2 with full liberty to take of it's deli- 
8 fruit, whoſe leaves are e be for the 
. healing of the nations. 11216964 y 
Upon the whole, if any = — ſhould think 
yourſelyes like this young ſelf. juſticiary to be per- 
Ta and lacking nothing; there is much cauſe to 
fear you like him axe in want of all things. What 
ſay you-? Becauſe you are no drunkards, ſwearers, 
or {abbach-breakers, do ye imagine pe are in 
need of nothing? Becauſe you do not ſpend your 
evenings at the play-houſe, or. at the card-table, 
that you lack nothing to recommend; you to the 
the divine favour ? Will a form of religion paſs 
with God for vital chriftianity ? No, every pe- 
{£i0us: hypocrite . 


— 2 here or : heeenſtey and the formal. profeſſor 


ht that without the ſaving knowledge 
=. Gy in Chriſt Jeſus he will be- rejected with 
an ¶ kyozv ye not. Tou ſce in the inſtance of this 
young man, how aur hearts may deceive us; ſo 

that when. we are ready to conclude concerning 
_ ourſelves that all is well with us, and we are in 
lack af nothing; yet in reality, and in the eyes 
of him that thoroughly underſtands us, we are in 
want of all things. What ned there is therefore 


vam 


| | "= 
3 8 E R M O N XII. 349 1 
vain confidence, what lack I yet? How mich ra- 
ther ſnould we come to Jeſus in the words of king 
Hezekiah, (acknowledging our poverty and di- 
ſtreſs,) Lord undertałe for me. - Untill Chriſt by * 
his ſpirit is formed in your hearts, you are in want 
of all things; you want the primym mobile, 
% without” faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God,” 
and all your works not enlivened by the ſpirit of 
God, are but a dead carcaſe, odious and deteſti- 
ble in the eyes of a pure, holy, and ſin- hating God. 
To conclude, If Chriſt be in you the hope 
« of glory, if Chriſt dwells in your hearts by | 
« fach, what do ye lack ?“ In him “ye ae cob. : 
% pleat,” in him “ye have righteouſneſs and 
<« ſtrength. All is yours, when ye are Chziſt's, 
% and Chriſt is Gods.“ What remains for you, 
but to walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye 
are called, denying ungodlineſs and worldly 
1 <,.luſts, living ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in 
<« this preſent world; looking for that bleſſed hope, 
and the glorious appearing of the” great 0 | 
. © and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Gird up, my 
©. brethren, the loins of your mind, be ſober, 
© and hope to the end, for the grace that is to 
be brought unto you at the revelation of Jeſus 
„ Chriſt.” Tou need not be afraid to ſell all that 
you have, whoſe portion the Lord is; for all your 
© wants ſhall be more than ſupplied from his abun- 
dant fulneſs. Set your affection on things 'a* _ 
„ bove, let your converſation be in heaven, let 
your lights ſo ſhine before men, that they ſee- 
ing your good works may glorify your father 
* which is in heaven ; for the Lord will give 
grace and glory, und no good thing will he 
«© withold from them that walk uprightly . 
| I 
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bred Gato Ti world, and death by 
it 4 deat * A men, for that all have 
Fed. Rom, v. | 


14. \ 


- Mi ve libs foe hate gem 5 and the Lond hal 
laid on him the iniquity of us all. U. li. 6. 


David deſcribeth the Meſſedneſs of the man unto whom Cod 
1 eee without works. Rom. iv, 6. 
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F PRETEND got to {et the ſubject of the fol 
L lowing ſheets in ſo ſtrong and clear a light, 
as that perſons who are difpoled to cavil, may not 
cenſure ſeveral things as being obſcure; incorrect; 
injudicious, &c. &c. ſceing no writer, ſacred or 
profane, has ever yet been ſo happy as to eſcape 
the cenſure of ſome, Who have conceived of, and 
viewed things in a light different from 1440 


* 


And ſhould the charge of obſcurity, &c. lie 
ſo full againſt me, and that in the judgment 
the moſt candid and judicious; I pretend neither 
to infallibility, nor the deepeſt penetration; 'I 
judge according to the ſtrength of the evidence 
f I have, and ſpeak and write according to my 
judgment; I may miſtakę, and who is . infallible. 
iiFew. or none are bold enough to deny this awful 
truth, that they are ſinners; though it muſt be 
acknowledged too few. ſeem ſenſible of the evil of 
in, and the dangerous condition they are brought 

into by it; but foraſmuch as we are thereby left 
liable to be loſt, and eternally ruined, it certain- 

ly becomes (at leaſt every thinking perſon) ſeri- 

' ouſly to enquire into the means of deliverance, 
and reſtoration to the forfeited favour of his wot 
a + og 
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to evil, and the beſt of men, have 
cauſe to complain that ĩt ĩs too often, and too much 


bs e . them. Whether this proneneſs to 
evil; 1 


owing to ſome default in our nature, and 


8 may be conſidered as a Corrupt ſtream iſſuing from 


a poiſoned fountain ; or the effect of habit and 


evil cuſtom, is a point that ever has, and yet muſt 


remain undetermined, if we attend hot to 


word of God, as the and ſureſt guide to truth. 
In this perſu the 
is the book of truth, and that we are taught 
therein the otherwiſe inexplorable my ſteries of 1al- 
vation; I have principally had an eye unto it, in 
ordet to conceive aright of ſin's nature and ma- 
lignity, the manner of our deliverance from it, 


aſion therefore, that the book of God 


and the means of our reconciliation, and reſtora- 


tion to the divine favour. * The brief account fol- 
|  Jowing of the imputation of fin and of righteouſ- 

es, is not ſo much intended as an anſwer to any 

: Se: that has been wrote or publiſhed on the ſub- 

Ject, as a plain ſcriptural account of the reaſon 
and manner of our becoming guilty (er being con- 


ſtituted finners, by Adam, and our being made, 
(er conflituted righteous) by Chriſt, Rom. v. 19. 
and I doubt not, but the ſubject has fo ſtrong a 


8 foundation in the holy ſcriptures, as to be capa- 


ble of receiving much greater light and confirma- 
tion by ſome abler pen. 


1 hope the reader will excuſe me for throwing 
a few lines into the margin of ſome pages, by 


way of illuſtration of ſome ſcriptures, and to 
confirm my own ſentiments by the authority of 


a few noted writers; this appearing to me more 
eligible, than to interrupt the thread of difcourſe, 


= ” 
. 


or 


——— every man finds in himſelf a ſtrong | 
ry 


* 


— — 


2 1 


N 


” 
= 


6 break into an m. Hobever tig ſab. 


- je& may be handled by any writer, or regarded 
by thoſe who read thereof, it is certainly in it- 


ſelf very important and intereſting; to 23 that 
we are ſinners, and bear a conviction in our bo- 


ſom of our loſt and ruined ſtate thereby, is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary in order to bring us to Chriſt, for 


the whole need not a phyſician, and there is no other 
name beſides that of Jeſus Chriſt given under bea- 


den among men whereby we can be ſaved. And how 


Joyful the ſound of the goſpel ig, 


and how beautiful 
upon the mountains the feet of thoſe who publiſh it 


are, a poor Magdalene, or a trembling, frighted 


jailor can beſt tell; but happy are the people that 


_ know the joyful ſound.” ' 4 | 


If what the following ſheets contain on this ſub- 


| jet, ſhall through a vine hleſſing be made uſe- 


ful to any who read them, for inſtruction or edi- 
fication 3 the end and deſign of writing and pub- 
liſhing them will be anſwered. If the readet 
brought more low and humble in his own eye 
led to depend on Chriſt as his only Saviour, to 
value above all things his blood and righteouſ- 
neſs, I doubt not but he will enjoy a happineſs 
while here on earth, which a franger intermeddleth 


not with, which a ſtranger to himſelf and the Lord 


Chriſt is neither capable of receiving, nor has any 
reliſh for; and being found at laſt having on 


e that righteouſneſs which is of God by faith“ 


FFF 


® 


will appear with boldneſs in the preſence of God, 


and be * accepted in and through the beloved.” 


Hat1rax, May 16, 1766. Titus Knight, 
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on facts, good or bad; be that bring- 
. eib got an Mein unto; the door af th 
tabernacle of. the congret᷑ ation before the Lord, blood 
Pall be imputed unto that man, Leyit, xvii. 4. and 
the zeal of Phineas, was imputed to bim for rig bie- 
ouſneſs unto all generations for evermore, Pf. cvi. 31. 


In the former of theſe inſtances, diſobedience and 


wickedneſs (in the hebraiſm blood) is ſaid to be 
imputed to the offender; in the latter, pious cal 
is ſaid to he imputed to the prieſt of the Lord, 
for R. Or ad, To charge to Fw” 
count of one perſon the good or bad actions 
another, ſo that he to whoſe account ſuch actions 


are placed becomes intereſted in their conſequences 


- or-bad. So the wickedneſs of Achan, who 


* 


* 


o charge to à perſon's account his 


ſgreſſed i in the accur/ed thing, was 10 21 f 


— — — 


| 
| 


250 


Chis able y as 2 involve tema 125 fa | | 
in and N wich bimſelf. Joſh. fine | | 

» And God 155 romiſed to be with, to bleſs and mul- | f 

Bw by MM Iſaac for. Helen, Jake, Gen. | | 


| er, to . i ee in an 
; 2 ſenſe; as when ſome bad action is aſcribed to 
- perſom as done by him, and for which he is | 
ee culpable, tho' innocent, as was the caſe 
of Ahimelech the pee who being accuſed of 
4 1 700 David in the ſuppoſed conipiraey "againſt 
his foyal maſter, "Taid, 2 5 not the . impute any - 
' {hin to hig ſervant »Xx\1, 15. Or 2d, in 
N Eat Ents; ty ny the . of pad 
4 action, is not aſcribed or puted to the of. 
fender for any reaſon, as 12 beſought David, 
4 not my Lord impute "airy dun me, 2 SAM, xix. 
| or as David deſefibes'the man 1 d to whom 
4 Lord will not impute fin, Pf xx%i. ad. Or 
24, when the benefit and effeck of de Taudable 
ien, is aſchibed Wo him that. metited it not, for 
. without, and apart from him ;\ ſuch is the 
| him, 1% whom God imputeth, righteouJneſt 
without works, Rom. iv. 6. - 
2d, This act of imputation tho! differently ex- 
2s in the engliſh tranſlation of the bible, yet 
ts the ſame 1 import; and in the original tongues, - 
th of the old and new reſtament, is moſtiy ex- | 
fed by one and the ſame word. In theſe paſſages 7 
| the old teſtament, we read accounted,” Deut. 
II. 1 1. 20. 1 Kings &. 21, If. ii. 22. In theſe _ cm 
ſuch ke, we rea reckoned, Numb. *viil. 2 23-9. 
| Pf. xl. 5. by thoug bs, imputations, Sc. Ani int eſe 
5 imputed, Levit: vii. 18. 17. 4. c. Yet in 
all the above places under che different expreſſions, 
N | accounted, 


7 
f 


him as a Tighteous pgrſon, 
righteouſneſs. | This act of imputation, or non- 


\ | od; | 
* * af 
_ 


| 8 | 99 
hecolinted, rer tonedh imputid, we have one and the 
ſame original hebrew Word (bbaſbab.) In the neẽ- 
teſtament likewiſe, we read accounted, or counted, 
Rom viii. 36. 1 Cor. iv. 1 Gal. iii. 6, and rectoned, 
Luke xxil. 37 Rom. iv. 4, 9, 10. Alſo in theſe 


and others imputed, Rom. iv. 11, 5, 13. James 
ji. 23, &. In all which paſfages, tho? diverſly 


rendered by the tranſlators, yet we have the ſame 
briginal greek word (/ogizomat) in its varied forms. 
Hence-we may obſerve, "When God is ſaid not to 


impute fin, it is in the amount to ſay, he does not 


reckon ſin to ſuch an one, or put fin to his ac- 


count, that he ſhould deal with him as a ſinner; 
And on the contrary, when God is ſaid to impute 


righteouſneſs,” it is nothing leſs than to ſay, he 


reckons righteouſneſs unto him, or puts it to his 
account, ſo that he looks 2 him, and treats 
as one poſſeſt of 


imputation is ſpoken of no leſs than eight times 
in the eleven firſt verſes of the fourth chapter 


to the Roman where, tho' differently exprefſed 


by the words © nted, reckoned; and impured, 


yet the ſenſe is the ſame, and the greek work from 


whence they are rendered, is the ſame in all. 
zd, The ſeripture holds forth the act of impu- 


tation, three different ways, that is, in reſpect to 
the ſubje& thereof, and the- perſons concerned 


therein. As to the ſubject, it is iin, and righte- 
ouſneſs. The perſons concerned therein, 
Adam and his ſeed, and Chriſt and his ſeed. M 

rticularly, 1ſt, The imputat ion of that one fin, 
in which Adam tranſgreſſed by eating the fruit of 
the-interdicted tree, to all his poſterity, of whom 
he was the repreſentative, and federal head in I 


of the ſecond covenant... 3d, 
puration. of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
| de, l ire and palbye ee to all _ 
1 believe in hi 1 * Be 277; 
BY \ Impuratjon in the: get of. theſe {nſes,. is what 
7 m N call original in a doctrine maintain 
the orthodox In all ages and places ; and 
has a ſufficient foundation in the ſcriptures, as 
2 ph will be manifeſted in the followiag chap- 
ter : hut denied and, rejected. in whole on in part, 
formerly by Pelagius and his followers, and at 
preſent by the diſciples of Arius, Socinius, — 
Arminius; under which three Naſſes may be com- 
prehended a great part of the eſlabliſbed cburchmen, 
and modern aſſſenters, ho with one conſent make 
| their boaſt of a new Alu, and take to themſelves 
. accordingly the name of % lights. Nor are 
the people called  Metbodifts, much more ortho- 
3 *. the leader of which ſect affirms, 
| uy — to this amount, 12 
on the poſterity of Adam by: 
the garden is totally removed a 
Chriſty ſo that none can be held obnoxious for 6 
his ſin, much leſs be expoſed to ſuffer: on the 
account of it. Imputation in the ſecond: ſenſe a- 
bovementioned, reſpects Chriſt as the ſinner's 
| ſurety, gearing their fins in his. ewn/body'on the 
e, and ſuffering in their ſtead the demerit of 
| ir offences. This doctrine alſo, is denied and 
e the Arians, Sociians, and \New-lights 
of the preſent ages but is ſo. well ſupported, 
and gvarded th the facred writers, that their 
77 anne — er this 


truth 


* 


* 


of this, that trampliog upon all the pretended; 
authority of the bible, they treat the whole o, 
it's contents Apia, cunning de viſed, fahle; and in 

ſo doing, Nhile they attempt to weaken and in- 
validate the faced. text, do but the mord corrot 


| borate and confirm it, by fulſilliag the predictions 


bled divines 


1 the inſpired peprmeng 2 Pet. 1 16, 2 - 


in the third ſenſe, Bolyrichſtanding it! 
has a good foundation in the word ef God, 26 E 
hope! to make evident yet wantef not eppoſensy 
even from thoſe, ho in manyather teſprcts ſoem 
to hold thæc truth: as it is in Jeſu ?: onihasl 


Ach, The common objection.:othay' es 3g ia 


the firſt imputation is, that it carries an aſpe o 
injuſtice in the divine being, in puniſhing the in- 
nocent offspring of à nocent parent; and of 
cruelty in dealing with harchleſs infants, as adult 
offenders., EH the doctrine it reſpects altho? 
confirmed both by the articles and bomilies of the 
church of England, and ſubſcribed hy the aſſm- 
eſtminſter; yet is eſteemed 

many of the dants of both, as Aug uſtini 
Agmentum, and diſregarded as though it had no 
Place in the writings of the apoſtles and prophets. 


The objection raiſed by the Socinians, New. lights, 


&c. againſt the ſecond imputation is, that it is 


irrational and abſurd, it being impoſſible to make 


a transfer of guilt from one ſubject to another; 
and becauſe the whole doctrine of atonement lies 
out of the reach of natural conception, it is look® 
ed upon as abſurd, and often treated with con- 
tempt. It is objected to the third imputation, 


either, iſt, That it is unſcriptural, no mention 


being made by the apoſtle of any thing but faith 


— 


OWE, 


hteouſneſs, * * That it 
is a Jodrine Rant with 72 dangerous and 
pernicious conſequences ; - as leading men to diſ- 
regard all holineſs in themſelves, by fixing their 
attention on the holineſs and righteouſneſs of ano- 
— It is 42 ed to conſider the truth of theſe 
rief and familiar ſort in the fol- 

| lowin deen with a ſpecial regard to the ho- 
| ſcriptures; and to touch upon the abovemen- 
= ned objections in order ene and clear 
| What ſeems difficult and obſcure and hall en- 


deavour at the ſame time to edify the reader, 
8 — to ſome ſuitable reflection on eac 


Read, 


"ſome | 
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'F\ C29? . 
image, after our likeneſs. Gen. i. 26, 
There is a fourfold image of God ſpoken of in 
ſeriptures; the firſt is in reference to the 
ord Chriſt who is called le image of ihe invi- 
Able God, Coloff. i, 16, The ſecond 1887 
Adam, who is, Tad agrecable to the text cited. a: = 
bore, to have been made in ihe image of God, ch. 
v. 1. The third is the regenerate, who are Ga 
to be renewed in knowledge 2 be, image of him 
that created him. Coloſſ. iii, 10, The fourth re- 
| 18 man in the 3 a huſband, who is | 
* to be pgs and glory of God, in the th | 
= he beats is wife, and „he . 10 | 
man. 1 Cor. Xlg,g.. | Jeſus ST hy 4% | 
is the eſſential eing one with, | 
and perfectly equal to the e Adam was what | 
ſome have called the accidental image, whoſe | 
likeneſs and ſimilitude, was unequal and _imper- . | 


fect, as to his nature, ſtate, and qualifications. 
The regenerate bear the ſpiritual image of God, 
as they are endued with ſupernatural gifts and 
graces. And a huſband is the authoritative im 
5 in . f of the power given him over ß 
, wife. 

Ad, We may not chink doe image aß God in 
which Adam was made conſiſted in a participatian 

of the divine Nature, or that man was by nature 


"OF 


2 


Was appointed lord of his 10 


44 1 | . 
5 6 1 
a 
V 


1 apoſtiaſmation, or doof the divine, or as the 


1 heathens uſed ta ſay, diving aurg quedam parti- 
cula; for to bear the divine image in this eminent 


degree; is the ſole prerogative of Chriſt, who is 


ehe eſſential and natural image of the inyifible God, 


f in ſuch ſort as is impoſſible for man rb. riſe unto, 


& ſeeing a finite creature cannot poſſibly partake of 


Ende. We are indeed fad ro be made pa 


: — ra 4 the divine nature, 2 Pet. i. 4, but 


is not ro be underſtood of an 


» formal; wry 
Write participation but ana 


pick?” 'acciden 


. and extrinlical, by reaſon of thoſe holy tempers, 


effects, analogous to the divine nature pro- 
ced in us e agency, and gracious. opera- 
tions of 5 ſpirit,” agreeable to Which, "ep 


th 5 to be co red to the image of God. 


Nor did the image of God in Which Adam 


| was ee conſiſt in ſome 3731 body, 


28 was the of inlon of old of the Antbropomorphites, 


_ who ſuppoſed that God was in the ſhape and figure 


mag; wer cannot but acknowledge, that as man 
world, there is 
Jomeching noble, ang majeſtie in e form and con- 
Texture ot his body; that as it was intended to be 
The receptlcle of a foul, ſo vaſt] ſuperiorts, and ſo 

eſſentially diſtinct from the inferior creation, ib 
its organized body ſhould be different in itt; 
Form, . rroperly diſpoſed to ſerve the ends and 
gurl N N part.* Nor do the holy 


. | 
"kit 13 08 it 42 . 72 © — * N 10 . . 


140 71959 | 
— 


a. hog — has elegantiy ſerfanh.ths eue 
4nd recde of Mans. TRAC 


Fronaque ci ecten t animalia cetera, terram, _ 
OS bomini 13 ge dedit, cælumque tueri 10 


*" Jeff, et — ad ſidera tollere vultus. 


: Y . | 

„ 

{ 9 )/ 6 „ & 
ſeriptutes intend to teach us that God has parts 
and paſſions,  &c. Hike man, for whenever human 
members are attributed to the divine being, it is 
only by antbropopeia, and not to be underſtood 
roperly and formally, but figuratively, and ana- 

; ach, The image of God in which Adam was 
created, conſiſted eſpecially in three things; 1ſt; 
nature, 2d, the reffitude of nature, zd, in a ffate 
of bappineſs, which was founded on, and flowed 
from both the former. iſt, From his nature, as 
to the ſpirituality, and 1 of the ſoul, 2 
From the #efitude of nature, which confiſted in 
original righteouſneſs z and from hence he was 
inveſted with power and dominion to rule the 
lower parts of the creation. The firft part of this 
image pertained to the ſubſtance of the ſoul, viz. 

irituality, immortality, and incorruptibility ; as 

o to its faculties, the underflanding, and freedom 
of will; which my bio rar and moſt perfeſt- 
ly agree to God Whence man, even after he 
had fallen by fin and defaced the image of Go 
in other s, yet is obſerved to retain it in 
this, James iii. 9. And Gen. ix. 6. 'fotnicide is 
prohibited for rhis ſpecial reaſon, becauſe man was 
made in the image of God. The ſecond part of 
this image pertains to the rectitude of nature, which 
is uſually called original righteouſneſs, becauſe, man 
was perfectly righteous hen created, and fiſt 
com ing from che hand of the alwiſe artiſt. This 
original righteouſneſs, in which Adam was created, 
muſt” comprehend in it, a clear underſtanding, a 
holy will, and perfect rectitude in the affeZions, 
and ſuch harmony, and regularity ſubſiſted through- 
out the whole man, that the members of the body 

257 * 


—%ö! —L—— 
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made, and to whom obedience. was not only 4 
debt the creature owed, but whoſe happineſs alſo 


(ww) 


Fete ſubſcrvient to the affections, the affeFions to 
the will, ang che will to the leading and directing 
{on SR Sar 
Man thus formed, upright and innocent 7 


e M 


caſing. in the eye of bis maker, for * God ſaw 


bb every thing that he had made, and behold ic 


was very good, Gen. i. 31. But ah! what 
ruin, what watle, what devaſtation hath fin brought 
into the world in 75 and into this micreco/m, 
mag, in particular] More than egyptian dark - 
'nefs hath covered the under ſtanding, pervęrſeneſs 


| 7 4 rebellion inſtigate the, il, and the affe@ions, 


ke'the.yntameable rabble of a giddy crowd, run 
-headlong. on, and throw off all reſtraint, As 
when there was no king in 1/rael every man did 
that Which was right in his own eyes, ſo it is in 


the ſoul oſ 8 finger ;.. his ſtate is an anarchy 
none bears rule, not | 
| m pa ions brea c thro” all that oppoſes, and in- 


none ſubmits, all rule and none obey. 


F bls and ungovecnable.defire,.hurries the man 
epoſterouſly on, and never ſays it is enough. 
Vretched man in this his fallen condition, tho' 


wade to goverg others, is. unable to govern him- 
ſelf, and refuſes ſubjection to the righteous law 


of his maker, for whoſe. glory he was chiefly 


4 % 


was inſeparably connected therewith, and conſiſted 
in the diſcharge of. Thus man, continued 5 


in honour, but became like unto the be 


that periſh. VV 
5th, Socinus and his followers, have generally 


oppoſed this part of Adam's image, in order to 


overthrow the whole doctrine of original ſin. So- 


cinus. himſelf acknowledges that man in bis firſt 


crea- 


= 

A 

Ereation had not that corruption of nature which 
is in man's 1 * 25 that 2 — | 

that toi ſa ine[s,. and refitudey' we | 

free Ge lion and diſſention, of * and 
reaſon. So that the of God he and his follow - 
ers place ſolely in the dominion given to Adam. 
But the ſcripture makes it manifeſt, that Adam 
was created in righteouſneſs. and true holineſs. iſt, 
Adam was created Fight and good; God ſaw the 
things which he had made, and they were all 
< good, very good.“ Gen. i. 31 alſo, God 
made man (haadam) upright, but he hath ſought 
< out many inventions,” Ecce. vii. 29. This 
goodneſs God approves mult, neceſſarily reſpect 
- moral rectitude of his ſoul, without which, 
as he could not be diſpoſed duly to ſerve God, and 
hereby anſwer the prime end of hig creation, ſo 
neither could his divine and holy maker poſſibly 
have been pleaſed with him. That uprightneſs in 
which God created Adam, as it ſtands oppoſed in 
the text to the vain reaſonings, and inventions of 
men, now fallen, muſt needs be underſtood of the 
perfect ſtate in which man was created... Again, 
= as the image is, which is r to us by 
grace, and will be perfected in us by glory; ſuch 
it behoved that to be, which man was a partaker 
of by nature; becauſe the revocation is made 
juxta imaginem creatoris. I. e. to the image of bin 
that created, Coloſſ. iii. 10. which image conſiſts 
in the illumination of the mind, and the ſanQifi- 
cation of the will; whence we are ſaid, to be 
transformed, by the renewing of our mind,” 


Rom. xii-2. and © to be renewed in knowledge,. 


to be conformed to God in righteouſneſs and true 
bolineſs or in ſanfitate veritatis, holineſs of truth, 


Above mentioned, uas exclu 


CE 


107 
Al u in jule de hebneg, lt W ier #64 


eruth y hence the image in * conffft in 
Akeneſs — in mowed, am hd perfect bol. 

ee 0 FI ae abu 5 
th, It is alle wed, that de mg df Goif in 
| vieh man was made, included hit dominion 
him over che erestutes; but it cannot be 
granted chat the righreo! ind urtry of nature 
it; / Keing 
the latter, would be abſolutely neceffary in 8dr 
es che former; for he who governs others, muſt 
Have wildem to direct, Juſtice and integrity to act 
wprightly; and to rule perpetually muſt be immor- 
_ "The third part of the divine image then 

conſiſted in the dotminion given him over the in- 
Ferior creatures ; that faying of Jebe ab particy- 
Girly reſpectg this, Gen. 1. 26, 25, „ Let us make 
man in our image; after our likeneſs; and let 

M thbem dave dotninion over the fiſh of the ſea; and 
over the fowls of the air; and over the catrle, 
e and over all the earth, and over every creep. 
ing thing that creepeth upon the earth. Here. 
in man reſembled his great creator and Lord; who 
Himſelf rules over the armies of heaven, and the 
inhabitants of the earth, with this difference, God 
rules naturally, jadependently, abſolutely and it- 
4Smitablyy man bears rule dependently, precati- 

ouſly, and with a proper limitation. To this may 
De added that image of immortality, which in re- 
ſpect of the ſoul, abideth after t che fall, and b 
Which, man becomes capable“ 'of 5 1 bepves 
or miſery.” 

And, O my foul, art thou bn Muſt thou 
ve for ever? And will fin and diſobedience ren-. 
der chy being leſs defirable __ not to be at all? 


1231 ks Will ö 


l 


Wein an ke ches and God, and e. 
eee, 


intercept the of communicated felicity, 
exp e to e indignant and killing frowns of | 
ed ? How neceſſary is it ay that 
I Would turn Flap — and avoid the very paths 
_— to fn; as {would wifh to avoid, and 
ape thoſe unquenchable flames of divine wrath; 
the impenirent ſinner muſt be for ever ex. 
oſed to. My fout, thou art myſelf, T know it 
But a little bm gh and 1 — © foul; this 
m y 
= it's — — particles of duft and 
e, but thou Aut ſurvive, returs to God, and 
12 ive @ righteous reward of alf the deeds done 
10 this body. May L eſteem it then the higheſt 
wide, al fire 1 att it will enſure ateſt 
_ + huppitiels'$ while others ate mnting proviſions fur 
e Kr on ern torch ed Yes rd this one 
lin neil, may I put on thr Lord 5% Cbrif ; | 
e Lene above all other things io b fun i = 
n Come diſeaſe, conte deaths in All 
Lraadsul Forms, befiege this _— ＋ own 
n walls; hy it level with the * ſhalt 
dhe inhadtant defy your uten * and taking 
etage beneath the crofs of a bleeding, dyi 9 
| viout, Wall laugh at: y·fỹ trienaces, aid 
your power, triumphing with the bleſſed Paul, 
1 eb eber o fi Bi ne where is thy vic- 
21 tory ? Thanks be to whos maketh us mere 
ö Waun #0hquerors, ati giverh ws the vitory, through 
Sur Lord Fiſts Ch/IF. 
ee, Adam being this ertited in the itnage of 
ut his obligations to love and gratitude, ariſing 
2 of his creator — | 
444. m 


+ 


\ 


1 


e < indſpenſibles 49d del then 

wk neo * his heart, and aferwardsin tables oi 
tone, Te — of K hich is, bon Pall doug 
0 the Lord thy God, with, all, tby heart, . with. all thy, 


mind. w all 155 Joul, and with. all ee 
5 mult. be. the reaſonable ſervice, of a 5 


creature, the object being the g 
needs be worthy of ſupreme love and venstatiqg, 
That the moſt high ſhould condeſcend to ener ina 
to ᷣ covenant, with his new- made creature, b 
which he would engage himſelf to reward that 
221 he by ſovereign right bag, —— 
an inſtance of 200 ſcenſion and 
can never e admire; ſeeing} all 1 
| 105 advantage ari fog from ſuch, compact, 
ſolely reſpect man, whoſe.obedience. a >; 
could not ſo extend unto the, Lord, as that he ſhu, 
receive any addition to his compleat, and. parlact 
Elie, nor on the contrary: could the Ta 
ence of an offending, creature 2 wiſe ꝓ | 
_ dice, his eſſential bleſſedne —— 
covenant God was A Digs to — into ſt 
m, he was not ne influenced to obediang 
and excited to an expectation of happineſs, fm 
God's pbilant hropy, but herein alſo the dixinege 
racity and faithfulneſs were engaged to ſee the ful- 
| nn of evety promiſe Ae c in the com- 
1 8 b 
| 6 8th, In this firſt covenant, or t covenant.of d 08: 
ture, there. are as in mutual compacts, See 
men, two parties, viz. God, and man; C dh 
right, as the creator and governor of man, 8 
impoſe a law, and require obedience thereto, w 
out engaging himſelf, 8. due and promiſes 
| WATERS that obedience „ a8. a 1 


4 14 


1 


geit creature 25 endued with rationaliry, was 
Þ under . e 1 Ag | 
e was made ghe, and capacitated to keep 
_ the law Nine: which r 
j 2d, As he was now encouraged by the 
f reward. Ig h the covenant We 
of Aue ny F afſerred by Moſes, 
— ſufficiently elt from the ſym- 
bol of the tree of = vp and'from the penal ſanction 
itt the commination of death, which comprehend- 
64h it, che promiſe of life as it's contrary; a8 
s manifeſt from various ſeriptures. Levit. xviii. 
which if a man do, be ſhall live i in #bem, Deut. 
Tink 26. Math. xix; 17. Gal. iii. 12. Why 
wy. nor the propher Holea be up ed to refer 
Aus covenant, chap. vi. 7. the 1frael- 
V axe ſaid to have tranſgrefled he covenant like 
NS hs parent, like children, for can à bit. 
Fountain ſend forth ſwett waters? And who can 
2 — thing out of an unclean Nat one; 
is covenant, was partly general, and 7 
ſpecial, as it reſpected the moral or natural law, 
and the ſytmnbolioal. It was general, as it had re- 
peer unto the knowledge and true worſhip of 
And love to man, &c, with 10 manner 


Ne avs » 34 B 2 nr | holi- 
[NV . rere LA 


; „ chemmab head em FI berith, i. e, they like ue | 
16 tank Steed the covenant. Although theſe words 11 285 
be pe with an eye to man's inconſtancy in general 

yet they appear to me, to haye a ſpecial reference to the co- 
made with Adam in particular, —A ſimilar way of 
ing we meet with in the book of Job, ch. xxxi, 2 
4) 15 red in Tour ron [ keadam } like Adam, whic 
Pai Nen bo Adam when attempting to hide bimſelf 
Fdni&64, Gen. in. 8, and to exculpate himſelf from the 
*Mittdthe Rood accuſed of, ver. 12, 


2 . — command was ſpeeial ich teſpecded — 


iu (5 W . * F 40e PE 
halinces ak; it vn ſpecial in ag gue 
bitiden fruit in which, the obedience: wes — 


wholt jan as contaihed, as in a ſpbeimens, 01 


compenchum. - The former was. fo unqed en 
law of nature, not written in a hook, but engrayen 
and deaply impreſſed on the heart ; the latter wal 


 ſyrtbdlical nd Poſitive: > Ther wins f 
ry 3 thironly ſecondary. And 


ſymbolical law; yet obedience to the- natural 
moral law, Was 2 chiefly TIS 


His pfobationary ſtate ſnould have continued 

he perſevered in His dbetlience, and whether fg 
ter full and ſufficient prof given, he ſhould. 
enjoyed à more bleſſed liſe on eabth, or have h 
taken up to heaven, and been admitted to 
ard more intimate felowſhip-with his: maler, 
| E. 1 ay to: enquire into ef this nau 

1 in the „ and oonjecture 8. ; 
 preatelt uncertainty, ſeeing the ſcriptures are in 
Freut meaſute ſilent in ſuch points 3 and v 
theſe have not a tongue to ſprak, we ſn 
very cautious. how we lend an ear to hear. 34 
However it is an opinion moſt commo 

| pe among the orthod6x, thar the: ptommike. 
lite —— to Adam, and which Was 6guted, i 5 
fete Ae, not reſpected a continuation 

Felicity" in — 2 "but - a ſtate ef Meda bleſſrdn 
heavenly and eternal. I ma! 1 10 A 
to produce the arguments tha oh 
i fayour of rn ; hurl beg leave 
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e bao ngt certainly what would 
ye been, n ſtogd i 15 kis integrity; and 
primittye rectitude: vet we knpy by bitter en- 
rienee What 5, d that he has fallen from chat 
te by fin and diſobedience. 
et This appears to be an undeniable truth, 
a Heftes attegtian :; that whatever Again's 
"before his fall, in other relpects, it was 
leſd engible than the true. believer's in this; that 
Whertzs Adam was left to Rand or fall, by his 
yu Rirength, the believer in Jeſus is upheld by 
greater than himſelf; and while the farmer 
1 under a poſſibilizy of falling, the latter, 
ſecured nato him by the 
nels of an alnighty and un- 
g en in his integrity, 9555 
ent appine „in a degree proportion 
1 5 to his ſtate ; hut the foundation of his 
of abiding in chat ſtate or of an increaſe uf 
tat happineſs, was feeble and tattering; whereas 
true believer enjays at preſent a happineſs, 


uich although leſs perfect in kind, and r 


Fa yet has a hope of a perpetuity, in- 
and perfectign of that happineſs, built on 


1 8 Fy firm and ſtable baſis. Hence to repre+ 


late into which believers are braught by 
815 of * ＋ and . in his arg N 
blood x 


eee 


temp- 


(9) 


ente co i. | Saffcet power ws give Kh, 
to enable him to ſtand if rightly uſed,” yet del 
ereated mutable, he was liable to fall. The dif- 
ference betwixt Adam in his perfect ſtare,” and the 
true believer in Chriſt herein is, Adam had > 
theſe' 4 'velle, Adam in" paradiſe had 4 0 
ſtand, yet i wh ek ; and e in Chriſt, 
te Wade ils to ſtand, upheld RAPE 
tence, ſhall not finally 1 1 

It has been cu by ſome, whit the firſt fin 
wis that obtained place in Adam's heart. Ithink 
it is not to be doubted but many evils entered in- 
to the compoſition, ſuch as pride, evil-defire, A 
content, &c. But of this however we are well al 
ſured, that unbelief was a principal ingredient. 
God ſaid, in tbe day thou eateſt thereof,” thou: ſbl!t 
ſurely die, the devil ſaid, ye ſhall "not die. To 
hom ſhould Adam have hearkened ? Had he'npt 
been guilty: of an inattention, below the dig 
of a rational creature, he would doubtleſs have 
indignated every ſpecies of being in heaven dr 
earth, that ſhou ſhould have dared to contradict what 
God had ſpoken He liſtened to the ſubtle temp. 
ter, and ſeduced, fell; fell from his di nity, and 
rectitude, forfeited the favour of his beſt friend 
and bounteous benefactor; and aſpiring to Pe 
Cod, fell below, and utterly loſt the happinety ie 
dignity he poſſeſt and enjoyed as nan. He who, 
a little before ſtood at the head of the creation, 
** deputed Lord of all below, was now deſerved- 
ly depoſed, and degraded; and he who while ge- 
dient to the precepts of his maker, ſtood poſſe 

of the image and fayours of his God, Was now 
driven as a vagabond from his preſence, and tr 
the 9 * * violated truſt, Naa 


* 


 ,maked ſouls of a 
diſgraceful badges, and indeed what are thoſe very garments 


rowing's haify garment from the brute, to cover 
his own. and his accomplice's naked bodies; and 
expelled the happy garden, are dgomed to almoſt 
inceſſamt and unayailing toil ; to cat bread in the 
went of / their face; and dig a bitter and ſcanty 
"ape trom the barren clod. | 
L „ ee "12th, 


„ 


bd —_—— a 


Wir e ; : mee” 4 
* Unto Adam and to his wife, Oc. Some will needs have 
"this to be underſtood figuratively, that God taught Adam 
and Eve to make theſe coats for themſelves, as thinking it 
too low for the majeſty of heaven to ſtoop to an office ſo 
ean, &c, But I ſee no reaſon for underſtanding the words 
of Moſes otherwiſe, ' than in this plain and hteral ſenſe, 
"Phat the Lord God made coats of ſkins, and cloathed them, 
. ſeeing He who by his word had called theſe ſkins from no- 
\'thing, could by a ſingle nod transform them as he pleaſed, 
O Heſides, why may not theſe coats themſelves, as well as God's 
condeſcending to make them, be conſidered as a type of the 
1 ghteouſheſs of our Lord jeſus Chriſt, and his great love 
(and; wonderful condeſcenſion, -in working out that righte- 
5\anMmeks by a three and thirty years toil on earth? And view- 
,<d;in/this light, it preſents us not with fanciful, but real 
, ang intereſting” truths ; viz. that as theſe were probably the 
ſkins of beaſts ſlain for ſacrifice, (animal-food being not yet 
granted, ) theſe beaſts ſhadowed forth the bruiſed body of 
' our Saviour, offered in ſacrifice on the accurſed tree, as a 


ranſom for ſinners, and for the ſake of which, they are de- 


» divered from going down to the pit, Job xxxiii, 24. And 
+, their ſkins which were made into coats, to cover the naked 
bodies of the fallen pair, the holy and obedient life of Chriſt, 
by which, a righteouſneſs is wrought out, to cover the 
fi believing in him. I have called their coats 


e are ſo apt to pride ourſelves in, but indications of our. 
from God, and our ſhame and nakedneſs thereby? And 


3 


hat can more loudly ſpeak the degenerate, and ſtupified 


viſtite of man, than that he ſhould glory in his ſhame ; and 

51baving-loſt his original righteouſneſs, ſhould endeavour to 

- 5 his body,) the glory that is departed 
om his ſoul. 


5 EC and infiſt upon the Ide 1. Adam's tranſt 


Breton, w ich otherwiſe might be eaſily prov 
an it 1s, in my ſermons. on that ſubj 
cCouſd be leſs than an intire, and e 


eſpn maurs, and tormenti 4 
guilty. eonſeienee. Theſe, t r with the firs 
which never ſhall be quenched, Mark iR. 445 | 


ds be prep: 


| dreadful, .and wretched habitation 


in its. riggur and: 


(%% 


„eth, Adam's g. une matturd inf N 
worſe. thag was inflicted. on Mm. he was lo fut 
om having 1 10 complain of cruslty or in- 


Juſtice in the ſentence paſſed upon cer yr 


could not but acknowledge. in che moſt ſignifi- 
cant expreſſhons of gratitude, the clemendy yu 
mater and ſovereign, the mercy of his judgt;oand 
rejoice, greatly rejoice, in the ſalvation of ae 
Saviour prepared, and more than hinted at inche 
ras curſe and doom; and by the interyention 
Dog he for the Wenn obtained a reprieve 
in the death his lin deſerved, and received. a 
DT of compleat RS 1145 246 bas 
18 being beſide my preſent to lay open. 


excluſion from 1be preſence of the Lord, and fnan 
the glory bf $13 Power, 2 THE: i. 


3. which | 
ment Would have conſtit ted that part 2— 
miſery. af the damned conſiſting in the pens 
0 ay have en of. loſs, which would neee 


been attended, with a keen and bitter 
3 ingratitude and 0 unger thelin- 


d for the devil and his angek, 

= conltirvied, what ſame have called the pond 

us, of the puniſhment of ſenſe. Such iche 
I 

of fallen Adam, had the curſd 

NCJ, been enccuie ufan 


wicked, Job xviii., 21. and fuc 
en the dvi6llir 


* 


\ 


Mo comcil receive no incon 


(r) 
of Adam, did not only d 


Al but alt his Rey ſterĩty have eauſe ta lame 
it, ſeting matter of 5. 

—— at the greateſt diſtance from him in the 
Une of ordinary generation are affected by it. 
Phat ſtata of mortality we all are ſubjected: to, is 
ines other than the neceſſary, and natural reſult of 
2iis fin and — he an, I n 


L what how was, not in his perfect, but 
lapſedl ſtate, ſuch muſt they neceſſatily be who 
— him; ſeeing in this ſtate he began to 
his race. Was the image of God de- 
in the parent? Such muſt be the caſe of 
— begotten by him; was the body of the 


former ſentenced to mortality, with all the imper- 


K&tions, pains and diſeaſes, peculiar to mortal 
Kare? Such wauld neceſſarily be the bodies af 
the” latter,” as by — the proof of 

which hamentable truth, is matter of ful. 
But mortality, with all its wretched, nds 


parable  concomitants, is a Puniſhment jnflifted, 4 


and to conſiſt with juſtice muſt-infer previous 
ay! chereſqrs'ald wie ity of Adam being 
bje@ted to fulfer, are 


preſtated to our 


view in peak nd ape ht ae, 8s ** com- 
mn” ing 


makes it evident, that 


| ſet eo che moral/-reQirude- of his intelleauel 


| Ivf om ehe hands) of the all wiſe arti, and hecg- 


great idea of his maker, that he pronounced him 
as. placed at the head of the terreſtrial c a 

de very goad; but in the third verſe of 

chapter, we are informed that Adam begat in his aun 


ed 66) 5 


ing the image of his own ſpotleſs purity, in re- 


powers; and ſo exactly correſponding with the 


the de 


likeneſs ; which draught if eee | 
ain, 


of God's moſt holy law, or compared with the 


and perfect original, will be diſcovered to be de- 


ficient in all thoſe: lively and judicious touches, 


wherein ſimilitude conſiſted, and ſcarcely to bear 
any reſemblance to that image firſt ſtamped upon 


die Andi ir is evident, Moſes intended a contraſt 


Wh dition thereby; - otherwiſe, Moſes had ſaid, to-t 


| 


in which Adam was firſt created. As wer 


in the firſt and third verſes, that comparing man 


as he came out of the hands of his maker, wWI 


what he was, now fallen by ſin and diſobedience. 
we might learn the true ſtate of things in a lapſed 
world; the great evil of ſin, and our para 


amount of nothing, that be begat in bis own.liks- 
neſt, if he deſigned not to inform his readers that 
his own likeneſs, or the likeneſs of bimſelf in x 
third verſe, refering to Adam, might be confi 
ed as oppoſed to the likeneſs of Cod, in verſe. 1 


fore partake of mortal bodies, ſubject to diſcake, 


and death, we carry with us a ſufficient proof of 


our original; nor had Cain himſelf a more viſib 


mark of the divine diſpleaſure upon him, than we 
bear in our bodies ſentenced by a right and irre. 
vocable decree to return to their primitive duſt. 


--- 14th,” Mortality is the effect of fin, for by fix 
came death, Rom. v. 12. as we then are mortal 
N : WO So 2" Crea- 


q \ 
erestures, It 8 i vain to attempt 16 ſhift e 
"charge of being ſinful ereatures, the former ne: 


ceſſarily implies'the latter; and the decree which = 


Has appointed us to be born mortal, declates'by | 
ſuch appointment, that we are born ſinful, for the 
a Uh earth, will cia) de v Rd, Gent 

Ii. 25. But how we become ſinners by Adams 
"tfariſgreMon, ſo as to be obnoxious to ſuffer, is 
hat we are next to enquire into 
Original fin, is conſidered as twofoſd, input, 
*Ind inherent ; the former reſpects that one tranſ. 
_ *bteffion wherein Adam finned by eating the for- 
pidden- fruit, which as he was the repreſentative; 
End covenant head of his poſterity, - the  gwile 
khereof is imputed to them alſo: the latter re- 
Fre that inward' defilement, and pollution of 


ture, which is derived, from him as the natural 
ad, to all his deſeendants by ordinary genera- 
Mön Tune inherent effects of Adam's fin; vin. de. 
fFfement and pollution, may rather be conſidered as 
fault than à crime, macula, non reatus'; a dif- 
qualification for heaven, rather than that which 
"Yeſerves hell; and ſeems rather to be the reſult 
And effect of diſobedience, than that diſobedience 
Joelf.'” Various ſcripture paſſages may be pro- 
*Ybced to proye that the poſterity of Adam are 
eatly injured by his fin; for every effect has 
ſome cauſe producing it, and where the one is vi- 
fible, the other cannot be denied; but ſorrow and 
Tuffering are the effect of fin; and theſe faſten up. 
on thoſe not perſonally guilty, therefore muſt 


"the conſequence of another's ſin, 5 97 Oe, 
I ßth, As Adam began to beget in his on like ; 
"Refs when fallen, ſo we are a little after preſent- 
e ben an awful account of overſpreading wick - 
80 BY | 4 15 ednefs, 


| 7 vii. 
gation. carries in it the force af 


A. 
 who-can bring a clean thing aut of an-unclean ? 
zin. 4. and doubtleſs has reſpect unto; the 

| of us all. Davia ales 


 finyared, that David herein accuſed hie's — 
ſame crime in his conception, or that 
legitimately horn; but herein he e 
e bom ar barn ke n fe 
corruption of his-heart, Again, the neceſſity 
regeneration may be urged as a flagrant proof of 
ener mor nary ohm far if we muſt he : 


2 


* — L 1 = 
n * 2 1 
* 


. — 
k abba is uſed elſewhere, Lam. 28 
A 17 4. a 22. 2. The Socinians Wn 
this to de underſtood by a hyperbole, and to ſignify that, 
- great part was corrupt, '&c. But this cannot be alloy 
wiehons Rronger pron thanican be Gaqueed from this " 
Nam verbum 7 bbolalti ) conceptus ſum, referri on 
poteſt ad actionem gignendi parentum, ſed ad corporis gen 
formationem in utero ; et {jebbematni ) non devine 85 
ame, aut concipers, quod parentum el, ſed _ : 
2 quod opus ad fœtum 3 


Turret. in loc. non | $31 ui 


J. 


3 


dus judgment of God, are included with 


8 ſo that they are accounted ſinnets, and 
Feats upon Adam's offspring 


nge Wen- 
e lude the imputation of the righteouſneſs of Chxiſt, 


OP] 


09 * , 219 on 9 75 . N | 2 ab* 


_ deflirily: be born Aga, in noma 


kingdom of Cud, it is manifeſt that our inherent 

re 
Again, we are ſaid to be chi 

— Eph. ii. 3, which ftate-of — 


weine ſubjected to, either a8 w Wy 
or deſiled, or bott. 


de his, pollution, and fefilement.of nature, do- 


r-with that dark neſs of unden andi. 
Pornneſs of will, and vitioſity of  affeftion,. 


&s, 
axe, rather to he conſideretl as the effects, of ſome 
„or «puniſhment inflicted for ſome. 
Gun that grime ict, of the cauſect other | 


— Allthe idem af Adam. by ain _ 


rent in the —— that one tranſgreſſion, .where- 
by.heifell1 primitive rectitude not only. 
—— may be ſaid — — in him as i is 
diebe, pad titbes in Abr abam, bring then in bis 
leine but. as the guilt of that one ſin is imputed 


ted as ſuch. ny who uſe the term, origin! 
„yet differ widely in their opinions of it's et: 
z 4nd they who ſoem 
td favour the doctrine moſt in other reſpetts; and 

in the defence of it; yet in order 


y alſo the imputation of Adam's ſin. It were 
to be wiſhed that the oppoſers of the imputation 
of Adam's fin to his offspting, and of the rigine- 
guſneſs of Chriſt to believers, would ſeriouſij con- 


der whether the 
15 ö 


validate and overthrow. theſe, do not as 
abends parton four ks 9 Chrik | 


(2 5 | 
deep e wenne krengtbem- dhe —— ä 
afitichyiſtians, and deſtroy the foundation of their 
own hope, they would open their minds to con- 
Ha and adenit trurhs char muſt riſe ſuperior 
| jig oppoſition,” ——— — heavens be . 
th, When we ſpeak of the imputation 
Adam's fin, we ä — — ions 
ay e is after tranſgreſſions; nor do we regard” 
_ why habitual depravity, but that actual violation | 
of che covenant, his beneficent creator had been 
ſed to admit him into. Nor is it to beſo 
P: thatguilt was imputed to Adam's offspi 
defiled ; but rather, 
Gesten ne, &c. is to be conſidered as àa puniſtui 
meln inflicted on chem, as previouſy/guiltyx\ay 
above. GHW Dahm dis b 10 3051.5 1 . 4 
ne that is imputed. to one or more per 
ſoms Which 1 and perſonally — ref 
another; it 15 wing to ſome relation ſubſſſein 
us common ä — parties; which relat 
may be it, natucul, ſuch is that betwerma farther" 
and His chüdrem ad, Moral, and political; fuck 
as ſubſiſts berween' King and his ſubjects 4g 
VPolinlaty, ſueh as dernden or among friends, 
A Principal, and his furery. Hlenbe, there 991k = 
#of61d" foundation of imputstion between Crit 
ie people, by which our ſins are imputed to 
Mm, and fis righteouſneſs, is imputed to- . 


| | 2 Cor. v. 21. But in the imputation now tread | 


fh e have chieffy to do with the two former; in 
which the relörlon, 1ſt. Is natural, Adam being 
u father we ſons: ad, Politicul, Adam ſtandng 
48 f prinee, and repreſentative of all mankind. 
Phe ground of ſenputation therefore ſubſiſting 
| A ern Adam and us, is e er 


59 


) | 

* a id _ ht with equal right. hae 
mputed to us ; but eſpecially moral, and 
— fo GL — — with Adam, 
was; as the r of his poſteri- 
| . — —_— not in this pe TIS we — 
the gapaeity ef a private, but a . | 
preſeming-all his poſterity, , whence —— 
ofuhis miſcarriage juſtly appertains to them all. 
nes che capacity in which, Adam acted, was by | 
the.juſt appointment of God, it was not nece 
we his offspring thayid be ſeverall 28 1 
in ſthe affair 3 ſeeing it wWas the will 
F 
head of mankind, who therefore not for himſe 
only, but for all his ſeed, ſhould ſecure or forfeit | 
all that happineſs ſtipulated. in the covenant; ſee- 
ing all men were conſidered in that one, not by 
ane, or numerical union, but partly by an 
union of, origination, becauſe all are of one — y 
Ad partly by an union of repreſentation, | 
Jer ene enen repte 


ragt 


49 7 That Gals mad the, covenant God EET 
Adam is manifeſt, 1ſt, Becauſe, if the co- 
venant made with Adam was not public and ge- 
ngrali it behoved that God muſt enter into covenant 
with individuals, or there is no covenant ſubſiſt- 

between God and us, and the calamities we 
ng muſt be the effect of cauſes different from 
thoſe of our common parent, ad, Adam received 
| ngt the image of God in his creation, as. a per- 
Mee 875 80 to himieilf but as a com- 


; mon 


Ar 


pn Bon ino uno may a in ſeiphis furuk cas, 4. 
—_— unus homo erant, Auguſt. ep. 19t. 


N yet ought not to be confounded together. That 


6% 


. Get he Wight it Gt 4 
„if ne ſtoòd in 


e 


fhould 
— be received d Rick From 


be loſt ae e His offspting/ NO. 
For the uſe 


of | hitfiſef; und thildien,- on theſe terms, Ant if 


be embez led his Lord's money, or rebellech 2. 
| allt Wis printe he Thewld be of the be· 
ttceived boch for hinſclf aud his. 3d. The 


dene and purtterlar; but and 
* his — z which cœud by 
rn; with quſti [he violated =o 


a the gol rig ee ha nt _— ee 


| be — conſequence or penal ce 21 
Nn, is eĩthet privulibe, or poſitive the 


21 14 1 195992 9 5 . . 5 10 4 


ed 


| ae in an 6bfoklouſteſs e death 
nel; and anhetigh the ſecond neceſatly l. 


chte Arlt, (except God in merey interpoſr) 


ont acta fit of Adam, muy be fird do be imputed 
to us iImmediateiy, from whence we betome ob- 
noxibts to that penal privetion, '& 'the certain 


effet of ſerch ende; ad therefore inthe oder of 


-Hattire, "miſt He cEAHIVY prebede chat 6 
or privation; bu as" eg the laetet, it ay BE 
. ee meuiateiy, as to the poitive part 
penatey,” 'or rel Sy NX 


Daun NT 2X "ok 


| 909 8 482 wo 1 tolcaid 02 e Lan ce ” IK 
Bom... 

* Quz Deus Adamo largitus erat, non ipfi ſoli, ſed titam 
toti ipſius poſteritati fuerunt data, ac proinde nos in ipſius 
| prirfona (phat? bonis)illis omnibus, inromy i 
am et maledictionem. incidimus. Kanbeſi Gulli. 1s 0012S 


at inflifted gor che offetice, "was not he- 


11 


— 
| Ating ii a privition of original — the 
ral, and 


dan 
— ns ns 
the vonthary- chat 10ſt and 


Jinners, v 

35 conllicored bi offspring guilty, and obnoxions 
to puniſnment; only as defending from him by 
natural generation ; for the like 6 Tay not only 
all his other _ would nnen in the 

.- a7 2x70; jo £0: ſame 


; ( 86.) 


bebe obnaxious tors if we were noe 
* penalty, 


ety eugene 

19th, That the guilt of G Gn 1 ft 
to his offspring is evident, in that they ſuffer; — 
never ally ſinned, even infants, but — 
ings and death are the penalty of guilt, 


fore they, even dying infants, are eſteemed —4 


or they cpuld not ſuffer: by diſeaſe, &c. ant die; 
So long as desth holds dominion over our infants . 
race, the evidence is too full againſt us to bs 
denied, or baſed, that we are under wrathz and 
if we read the word of God with attention, we 


need be at no loſs· to receive full information of 


the cauſte. 'Death came into the world by in, faiths 


the apaſtle Paul, and in entered by one man, even 
Adam, Rom. v. 12. and, ſ% in Adam all die. 1 | 
Cor. xv, 22.“ By one: man's offence drat rei 


and, Ay the- offence of one, Judgment came upon 

men to condemnation,” And again, By: ang man's! 
— many were made, (literally, conſtituted) 
17, 18, 19. If the fin of Adam 


2 A te hag the apole's . bon pe 


N behevers only; the refurredhan of whom be is prin- 


concerned to | 49 yet doth it no leſs confirm the” 
oy in hand,” than if he Kan afferted this of individuals. ' 
For if the ele& themſelves, who throu gh faith in Chriſt are 
Do from hell, muſt yet paſs thręugh corruption to 
gel leſs are they wh experience no ſuch deliver- 
* im, N 9 the curſe, bodily 
eat | 


— — —— —— E——aä——j— — — — 
* 


Bs every other parent alſo, muſt be charged upon 


{ out a train of abſurdities, and groſs inconſiſten tige 
Therefore the plain, rational, and moſt co 


the law was promulged on mount Sinai, r 


terity; and that by virtue of that law he tranſgteſſed, mag: 


the day that Adam diſobeyed ; but /in is not imputed when 
before it was 70 by Moſes, ſeeing, death reignas 


FW wa whete there is no offence, 3 can inflict no penal. 


n 
fame. manner a1. the; fins and tranſgrelligng of - 


and conſtitute guilty all their deſcendants z but a 
procedure of this kind cannot be admitted with# 


way of accounting for the guilt which the 
rity of Adam appears to lie under, is from; he 
breach of that covenant, God made with him in 
the garden; and in which he acted as the head 
of mankind; the violation of which, by a aut 
and righteous ſentence, left the offender 
guilty, and all he ſtood engaged for. Hence, all 
the world is brought in guilty before God, fe 
diſobedience. of one man, Rom. v. 18, 19, pores 
to them; and accordingly the ſentence of 
. paſſed, and the puniſhment. was inflicted, 


ton in Ke . ver. _ 
*J h 4 4 rang 


ig whore 


* 


* 9 


2 The — of the apoſtle's argument in this yo” wang 
to prove that the guilt of Adam's ſin, is imputed to his poſe. 


kind is held guilty. Suppoſing ſome objeQing the doctrine 
he was eſtabliſhing; Sin is a tranſgreſſion of ſome law, 
but as yet there being no law exiſting, there couf.e no 
«-rranſgreffion The apoſtle replies, until the la, 
that is, from che time that Adam fell, untill Moſes gave 
forth the law to Hrael, in was in the world, even from 


there is no law ; that is, where there is no law, there ca 
be no tranſgreſſion; but it is evident that the law . 


from Adam to M oſes, which both demonſtrates the be 
of the law, and;the impntation of ſin by virtue the 


oy 


You Il 


* 


C 


LO 


* "hs 
=. 
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1 


doe he we then obnö kious credtures, bnrcfU — 


i Au, and brought forth in iniquity, yea, by na-' 
ture children of wrath ? Humbling thought! And 
ſhall the ſons of death and hell grow bold and 
iniwent? Boaſt of birth and blood; talk of bright 
ufifathied reaſon, rectitude, and purity ? Pride 
ſelves in the dignity of their make, and from 
the iffisginary depths of their own wiſdom, pre- 
ſeribe to omniſcience ? Be humbled O my Fl, 
and ſink into a deep ſenſe of thine own vileneſs; 
confeſs unto God thy native impurity, lament and 
Wall at the throne of grace thy many, too many 
. 0 and humbly ſue for mercy 
in ak through a gracious mediator. 
Hd juſtly doth the Holy Ghoſt prefix to this 
&hty creature man, the epithet vain, © vain 
ould be wiſe, though man be born like a wild 
4e colt!“ Job xi. 12. When one hears a per- 
1 nn | fon 
DONE | | 


You'll ſay perhaps, it was the law of nature written on their 
conſciences, + which then . exiſted; the violation of which, 
rendered the offenders obnoxious to puniſhment ; but death 
rbjgned even over them that had not ſinned after the fimili- 
Pile of Adam's tranſpreſion, that is, they who were never ca- 
puble of committing actual fin, as Adam did, even new born 
babes, who therefore could not tranſgreſs the law of nature, 
were yet ſubject to death the penalty of fin, and hereby de- 
clared guilty of the violation of that law, firſt given to 
Adam their federal head. 88 . 
An humbling deſcription this, of what we are by na- 
ture. The hebrew word (nabub) ſignifles hollow, or empty, 
dd may be conſidered as oppoſed to that fullneſs ſpoken of 
by bleſſed Paul, /e fullneſs of God ; Adam was filled with ' 
glory and happineſs, but by fin became an /chabod, Vet 
uſter all, this vain, this empty creature, would be wiſe, 
reuehethi after forbidden wiſdom, treads in the ſteps of 0 


Lor 5 


no ain geben e thrones and kj 


EY 


&c.. while. the poor unhappy creature/is\ſhackled 
to the floor, having an obſure dungeon for his 
imaginary palace, and his throne of ſtate, a 
of ſtraw, it is. impoſfible not to feel fome tend. 
and painful emotions of mind at ſuch a fp 
cle of human wretchedneſs; and ſhould, w& YE 
leſs concerned for, or otherwiſe affected towards 


thaſe, who while they profeſs themſelves to be 


compos mentis, are yet as far from judging: of the 
tnue ſtate. of things as the former; 2 — 
themſelves to be. wiſe,, and. rofuſing to receive in. 
ſtruction from the word of God, their wifdomm is 
brought to confuſion, and their underſtanding is 
and brou ght to nothing. 8 105905 
Ze muſt be born again, ſaid our Lord, to Niews 
demus, how. can theſe things be, ſaid the jewiſt 
teacher; diſcovering himſelf hereby, to be HU 
untaught of the 5 of God, inveloped in t 
gloom of natural darkneſs, and an utter franger 
to the things that pertained to his peace, Had 
he been taught o of God, he would have been 
convinced of ſin, and eſpecially the ſin of his 
nature, the guilt and defilement derived from 
Adam; and being ſenſible of this, his naturaly 
or acquired logic, might have ſolved his doubt if 
; e to the . of 8 and fog: 
Og geſte 
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diſobedient parents, . a at ths tree — > 220 
will (if a miracle of grace and merey prevents it not) loſe. 
the tree of life. He is born like a wild aſſot colt, ſtupid as an 
aſs, ungovernable as a wild aſs; untameable,. but by an 
almighty power, unteachable, but by the ſpirit of wiſdom 
from above. Such i is the diſtreſsful map of ruined nature 
ſuch is the moving picture of * mit | 10-008; 

Eu 


(#) | 
4 Haslier tytlegte from ac infer 
it. 55 if we are fallen creatures, have Joſt the 
image of God, and are defited by ſin; tue m 
be;horn again, ſeeing without betineſs noman hi = 
Tee bord; but the ſpirit of God has convinced 
that 1 am fuch creature; mig [ * be 
In. The ſyll um is ypothe ee, we 
dara in. The —_ be born again; and 
if we muſt be born again, we ate kalen creatures. 
In the truth of the former of theſe, is inferred the 
neceſſity of the latter; and the neceflity of tho 
er/tvinces the truth of the former! | | 

> ; Yev will the cleareſt reaſonings, and the moſt 
cogent arguments concerning ſpiritual things, be 
eftcemed obſcure, confuſed, and unintelligible 
by; che natural man, who bas bot 4 capacity to 
eve the #bings of the ſpirit of God, for they are 
liſhneſs unto bim, neither can he know them, be- 


ſk they are ſpiritually diſcerned, I Cor. zi. 14. 


210 


This 


ert anthropos, the natural man, this phraſe is 
Fneere ſome, as if it had no place in the bible, nor 
were any ſuch men in the world as it deſcribes. Others, 
will have the apoſtle to mean no other by the word, than 
one who lives in a courſe of intemperance, and indulges 
the deſires of a fleſhly mind. But as ſcripture beſt interprets 
ſcripture, let the apoſtle Jude be Pauli expolitor, and he 
will furniſh us with a ſenſe of the phraſe more comprehen- 
Hve, and much better NET with the ſcope of Paul's 


reaſoning. (Pſcuchikoi) that is, as immediately ex- 
pounded by himſelf, nor ving the ſpirit, Jude 19, There- 
fore Paul's meaning appears to be, the natural man, that 


is, he who hath not ths ſpin irit.of God, renewing his foul, 

and inſtructing him in Heine matters, receiveth not the 
things of the ſpirit of God, being incapable thereof, by rea- 
fon of the darkneſs of his underitanding, throvgh his a- 
Lienation from God. 


(%) 


: This is the wretched ſtate of poor fallen mortuls; 
wretched indeed when we are led by the hand of 


the ſpirit, to ſee the myſtery of iniquity within; 


but more wretched ſtill while the thick darkneſs 
remains on the mind, and both our ſtaté uand 


danger are hid from our eyes. May theſe awful 


truths ſink deep into the hearts of all whom they 


concern, and ſuitably impreſs the minds of thoſe 
to whom they appertain. r add” 


A2 0th, That the imputation of that one ſin of 


Adam may yet be more fully manifeſted, lyt us 
attend more particularly to the apoſtolic abcount 
concerning it. By one man fin entered into thewwanld, 


and death by fin, and ſo death paſſed upon all men, 
for that all have Jinned, from which words, we 


may produce the following arguments. 1ſt, From 


the ſcope of the apoſtle, which is to prove the 


doctrine of juſtification, by the imputation of the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, of which he had ſpoken 


before, chap. iv. 3, &c. and becauſe ſuch pro- 
ceeding might ſeem marvellous and unuſual, that 


one perſon ſhould be juſtified by the righteouſneſs - 


of another, the apoſtle proves the truth of the 
fact by comparing Adam, and Chriſt, from whom 
imputation is made; and from the oppoſite me- 


thod of proceeding, wherein God derives con- 


demnation upon all, by imputing the fin of one; 
that in like manner as guilt, and death thereby, 


is derived from Adam, who was conſtituted the 


head and root of mankind by divine appointment; 
ſo Chriſt the ſecond Adam is appointed the head 
of all his people, that by his obedience they all 
might be juſtified, 2d, It is faid concerning /n, 
that by it death entered into the world, and paſſed 
upon all, which cannot be referred to inherent yin, 


7 Nee 8 


If 


{*) 


au/; but to that al fin, 


by which death paſſed upon Adam, and all his 
offspring, as appears from ver. 18, where expreſs 
zmention is made of it bat one fin. zd, That fin 
bmuſt be underſtood concerning which it can truly 
Iche/ſaidl, all have ſiuned, and by which death en- 
e red ãnto the world; but /n entered by that fin 
of Adam, and as all are declared ſinners in that 
they ſuffer the penalty of ſin, and not being in 
aà capacity to fin perſonally, can only become ſuch 
imputatively 2 the ſin treated of by the 
apoſtle, muſt be the ſin of Adam imputed.“ 
Athg Paul not only ſpeaks of fin in general, but 
of one in, and of one offence, the guilt of which 
24s come upon all, ver. 17, 18, 19, as by one man's 
naffence, death reigned, as by the offence of one, judg- 
ment came upon all men to condemnation, and by one 
man's diſobedience many were conſtituted finners, &c. 
Wherefore doth the apoſtle make ſuch frequent 
mention of one man, one offence, bilobedience of one, 
Kc. not fewer than five times in a few verſes, 
but in order to impreſs our minds with the truth 
, of the doctrine now inſiſted on? For if we are 
n guilty not by the imputation of that one ſin, but 
In conſequence of a polluted generation, con- 
demnation could not with propriety be ſaid to 
have paſt upon us by one offence, but by many. 
« Laſtly, in ver. 14, the apoſtle calls Adam tbe 
21 Sgure of bim that was to come, even Chriſt, and — | 
4; + | 8 5 | 


hs: 

II | s DF” * * 1 2 
* verbum (hemarton) proprie non poteſt trahi ad habitum 
©... peccati, vel ad torruptionem habitualem et inhærentem, 


oed proprie peccatum aliquod actuale notat; idque-preteri- 
tum, quod non poteſt aliud eſſe, quam ipſum Adami pec- 
Jonchtum. Turett. a | 


(37) 
firms che truth of the 1 
to his poſterity, by the certainty of a truth then 


e ond believed. in che ciinbehas, vis. Ge 


iüqmputation of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt. 1@f 


You more hereafter, _.. - + > MAMOI- 
21ſt, When Adam is thus. nid and uomo 
ſidered, as the father of mankind, the prince of hi: 
people that ſhould deſcend from him by ordi 
generation, and the repreſentative 'of all the hu- 
man race in the covenant God was pleaſed in 
mercy to make with his people; I ſay, when; 
viewed in this light, wherein can it be eithei lun. 
juſt or cruel, to puniſh as well the repreſented;\ 
as the repreſentative for breach of — 
3 alike were entitled to the promiſed fe- 
5 130 reſulting from obedience thereto? We have 
inſtances in ſeripture, not a few, where families! 
and friends have ſuffered for the faults of others 
which themſelves in no wiſe abetted or encouraged. 
In the caſe of Acban, Joſ. vii. 24, 25, the poſte- 
rity of Amalet, 1 Sam. xv. 2, g. The ſons of 
Saul, 2 Sam. xxi. 6, &c. &c. Now as all; or 
moſt of theſe examples appear to have the ap- 
robation of heaven, we can in no wiſe 1 
bus the penalties were inflicted in juſtice ; ſeeing”? 
oe wap rules over all cannot approve what is not 


2 Sins — ne! and ſins of a com- 
mon and public nature, are to he diſtinguiſhed from 
one another ; the former ought not to be imput- 
ed to their children, and of theſe that law is to 
be underſtood. Deut. xxiv. 16, the fathers Halli 
not be put to death for the children, neither ſphalirl 
the children be put to death. for the fathers, eumy 
| e be put 40 death for bis own in D — 


| latter, of hich k 


rf ON 
{ewe no ef Ada, uf 
juſtly be imputed. The act of one man, cannot 


be ſaid to be an univerſal act, if it is merely per- 


ſal, of which kind are the fins each of us daily 


commit; but this cannot be ſaid of a common, 


omamiverfal act, which pertains to all mankind, 
and uf which fort was Adam's fin in the gar- 
It is true. Adam was in himſelf, a ſingle, in- 
dividual perſon; but not ſo in refpett to the ca- 
pacity he acted in, but as the principium, and head 
of:alb»mankind. Hence Adam's will in the pro- 
priety' off this ation may be ſaid to be ſingular; 
but y the right of repreſentation, univerſal ; fin- 
„, as done by one individual perfon, aniver- 
ſalz nas all mankind was repreſented by that per- 
ſoni So the righteouſneſs of "Chriſt is the act of 
one, yet nevertheleſs by imputation it becomes the 
property -of all the faithful; that which one did, 
they are all reckoned to Have done, if one died, 
all are dead. 2 Cor. v, 13. Now although Adam 
acted as a public perſon in his perfect tare, ant 
therefore by ſinning, involved his poſterity in the 
common guilt and'ruinwith himſelf yet he is not 
to be conſidered as ſuch in the pardon he did, or 
might obtain, this being merely perſonal; as the 
favour and benefit, was ſupernatural, and gratui- 


tous. * f 


It cannot with due confideration be faid, that 


the other ſins Adam committed might with equal 
right be imputed to his offspring; ſeeing that in 
his firſt ſin he acted as our repreſentative, but 
his following ſins were perſonal and therefore con- 

cerned himſelf only. Adam indeed by that one 


ſinʒ did nor ceaſe to be our bent! vriginaly, as we 


51 were 


((o89)) 


were all to come from him; but to be our 
bead repreſentatively he for ever ceaſed by that 
tranſgreſſion ;- having violated the covenant t God 
0 entered into with him as our bead. k“ 
| d, Some in inſiſting. on the doctrine ofqori- 
gina ſin, have ſolved it wholly into inherent de- 
filement, denying any thing of imputation z,while 
- others in oppoſi 15 them, would allow it to con- 
ſiſt in nothing elſe but imputed guilt; and here - 


in, both have erred, and deviating on each hand, 


from the middle path of truth, have fallen on 
the oppoſite errors of the extremes; or, gather, 


have treated thoſe effects ſeparate and apart, which | 


connectedly flow from the ſame cauſ. 
But others have more judiciouſly treated this 
weighty affair, ſhewing that guilt is neceſſarily de- 


rived to us from Adam as our federal bead, and 


deſilement, as he was our natural bead. That the 
Former, is the meritorious cauſe of the latter, our 


inberent corruption; and that the latter, is the 


penal effect of the former. That learned and ju- 
| (dicious divine Beza, has theſe words, There 


* are three things which conſtitute a man guilty | 


before God, 14t, Culpa, or blame derived from 
+48. .uhe Protoplaſtus, or firſt man, in whom we all 
have ſinned, Rom. v. 12. ad, Corruption, 
„ which is the puniſhment of that culpa, impoſed 


„both on Adam, and his poſterity. 3d, The 


e fins which men commit when adult, or actual 
tranſgreſſions. Cbamierus has theſe words, 
we deny that a perſon can be deemed unjuſt, 
8 5 inherent defilement derived from one man; 
the unrighteouſneſs of that man be not ſirſt 

. +. imputed to him.“  Meftrezatius ſays, the 
. en of God could not eimpan 2 8 
| &« Tin 


» —_— - 


» — 


(eso) 
ut fin to us, if we had not been conſidered as in 
his loins, and he our head.” And again, there 
-#* is certainly corruption derived to us from A- 
* dam; but the imputation of his diſobedience 
-HOpteceded this corruption; therefore defilement 


db witranſmitted to us by generation, becauſe we 


Air had ſinned in him as our head and repreſenta- 
tive. Alſo that learned divine John Calvin, de- 

livers his judgment in this affair in words like theſe, 
All the corruption and vitioſity we labour un- 
„ der, flows from this fountain Adam, the com- 
mon parent of mankind, who by his rebellion 
\«/atienated himſelf from God, forſook the foun- 


„ tain of life and happineſs, and rendered him 


, ſelf obnoxious to all miſery ; from whence it 
comes to paſs, that every man born into the 
Den world is infected with original fin, and from 
% the womb of his mother, is under the wrath, 
and curſe of God, not only for another's crime, 
but alſo by reaſon of his inward defilement.” 
And again, the ſame writer, “ for the offence of 

one man, all are accounted worthy of death, 


one ſinned, all are held obnoxious to ſuffer.“ 


I might adduce almoſt numberleſs- authorities 
Jof the above kind, men, whom learning and piety 
have rendered amiable and uſeful, in the ſeveral 
ages and places, where the church of Chriſt has 
been bleſt with their labours ; but theſe for the 
l preſent ſhall ſuffice, whoſe names, and ſentiments 
of have briefly inſerted, in order to ſhew that the 
doctrine here inſiſted on, is ſo far from being up- 
: ſtart, and novel, that it has been received in the 
Nehurch as a ſcripture doctrine, ever fince the re- 
formation, and has the ſuffrage of men of no mean 
character to ſupport it. I have been the more 
nit large 


A 
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= mad 5 particular on this/firſt | imputation, 


it — undeniably infers the third; for, 


15 


tation of Adam's ſin to his poſter 

prove, rhe 323 of Chriſt's rightgo! 
can ſcarcely be diſproved. | 

3 24h, And now reader let thou and 1 dygpid 
Pp and write to no profit, let us recap 
| che preceeding things, let us take the 1 | 

3 of what has been ſaid, and ery ro make . 
4 A chou art perſuaded of the truth of this do&rine, 
1 thou muſt needs conſider thyſelf as a miracle 
 mevoy; what, guilty, and defiled, yet not in hell? 
is Wonder all. Perhaps thou art yet an unber 
8 ever, in an unregenerate ſtate, in the ſame gan- 
I dition in which thou wert bom ; -and if this is in- 


de.eed chy caſe, it is moſt wretched and d 

1 chere is but one ſtep betwixt thy ſoul, and cog 

; death. Thy deflement and pollution, O my f 3 

o ſinner, unfits thee for heaven, for no unclean; 

thing can enter there, Rev. xxi. 27, and thy guilt, 

the gut derived from Adam, together with the 

. guilt of thy 'manifold actual s, have 

* juftly rendered thee obnoxious to the wrathful ing, 

_ Gignation of thy offended maker; who though 

be ſuffer long, yer will one day whet his ſword, , 

and take vengeance on all the ſons of diſobedience. 

And Lexhort thee; think, dear reader think, how. 

ewful that day muſt be, When God will rain ſnares, , 

fire. and brimſtone, Norm, and tempeſt, upon all ung. 

| godly and impenitent ſinners, and the cup of his 

3} | wrath hal be their deadly portion to. drink 

fror ever and ever. Is it poſſible, O my brother 
in tranſgreſfion, and guiltineſs, that any of che! 
gilded toys of time ſhould divert our minds from: 


nen to this our miſerable condition by wm 
ture 


8 
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ture ? If fo, it is an additional proof of the hard- 
es of our hearts, the blindneſs of our minds; 

and the truly wretched ſtate. that fin has brought: 

r ſouls into, which becomes the more deplora- 
bk®by how much the more we are inſenſible of 
ih and unconcerned about it: | 

bigge'that I may not cloſe this chapter, without 

ig ſome: avenue, by which the rays.of gel-- 

1 Hght may ſhine upon the reader; kev me in- 
form thee O my friend, whoever thou art that 
readeſt, and conceiveſt of thyſelf as a fallen ſin 
net, there is opened in this ualley of Aroma com- 
fortable door of hope. Are we ſinners > We can- 
not deny the charge, if we ſnould dare to do it; = 
duereide ourſelves, and the truth is not in us, 1 John 
1218. bleſſed be God, there is a ſaviour, e 
GhHiff the' righteous, who is ſaith the beloved difs- 

e the propitiation for our fins, and ut for our © 
ny who are jews by birth, and have believed in 
Chriſt; but: for the fins of the whole world, even 
iles alſo to the ends of the earth, chap. ii. 2. 

id condemnation and death, come by the firſt} 
Adam? Fuſtification' and life are by the ſecond 
Adam. Does the guilt of the former imputed, 

- conſtitute us heirs of wrath? The obedience and 
_ righteouſneſs of the /atter imputed, conſtitutes 
us heirs of grace and favour, If the image of 
God was loſt to us in Adam, by ſin and diſobe- 
dience; we are reſtored in Chriſt, and renewed 
by his ſpirit after the image of him that created us. 
In a word, our condition is orable, but not 
deſperate; we are fallen, but heſp is laid on one 
— and thoſe comfortable words, may at all 
arſd 


' - 
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. 
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chear the drooping mind; of the' conſcious, 
coming ſinner; -whoſorver comes to me, L 


in u wiſe caſt out, John vi. 37. CHAP. 
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AREAT ed ht this . of the end 
+ impuration, mentioned, chap 1. ſecte 34 
Hen reſpects Chriſt as the ſinner's ſurety, eur 
ing their fins on bis own body on the trete, and ſuf- 
fering in their ſtead, the demerit of their offehcvs- 
In the preceding chapter, we have inveſtigateq ue 
e human ſorrow, and — nt af 
ning the cauſe to the opening of the feigned 
Pandorg's box; but to the wg diſobedience 
Adam in paradiſe; who truly had received giftꝭ nut 
from many gods, but from the one Alahim, God 
in covenant; pan. doru, all neceſſary gifts; power anch 
| _ abilities to conſtitute him happy, with all thar 
ſhould come from him, had they been rightly im- 
Proved. And now having diſcovered and laid 
| open the cauſe, our work in this chapter will be 
_ =P to point out the cure prepared, and preached to 
=» us finners in the bleſſed goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 
* _ Chriſt.” But, who bath believed the report, and 10 
B em? is the arm of the Lord revealed ? If. liii. 1. 
1 Perſons labouring under ſome diſeaſe of body, 
are for the moſt part eaſily prevailed on (and that 
ſometimes to a fault) to At uſe of any probable 
$8 means for their recovery, and reſtoration, though! 
1 preſcribed by mere mountebanks, or empiricks ; | | 
hence the woman mentioned in the goſpel, wha, 
| had an iſſue of blood, applied to many phy ſicianag 
N | anc: if _ her ſubſtance in ' procuring eee 


enen 
( 
| ſheffectual, - as expenſive. And whence comes it 
to paſs that people who profeſs to believe that 
their bodies are but a very inferior part of them- 
ſelves, no other than tabernacles, * ſet up for the 
ſoul, the nobler part to reſide in, for a little ſeaſon, 
and then to be reduced to their original duſt; 
are notwithſtanding ſo anxiouſly careful to pre- 
ſbrxe· the one, yet ſo extremely cateleſs and neg. 
ligent of the other? Is it becauſe the preſent life 
is ſo much to be deſired that in order to preſerve 
it: we ſhould hazard the loſs of that to come? 
Surely no, for all men as it were with one voice, 
cotmplain of the emptineſs and vanity of the pre- 
| ſent life ; and though not with their lips, declare 
 In»their lives, a diſſatisfaction in all the preſent 
world can boaſt; and ſignify by their varied, but 
inceſſant purſuit after happineſs, that they deſire 
ſhoe diſtant good, they cannot attain unto, as 
cpreſſed in the words of the royal pſalmiſt, who” 

will: ſhew us any good ? Pf. iv. 6. Nor is it, either 
becauſe the ſoul is not more worthy of attention 
than the body, or ſo incapable of being diſordered, 
or diſeaſed, that no means, or medicines are ne- 
ecffary to its preſervation, and welfare; but in 
TY 173 Lene 7 1 | 7. fact, 


#74 * * | TS. an 4 
e Tabernacle; .fo.called by the apoſlle Puul, 3 Cor w 1, 
where we are taught that our bodies are as tabernacles in 
which our ſouls muſt dwell, for an appointed time, and 
then remove from this their earthly houſe, Our bodies are 
ſſtly compared to tabernacles, 1ſt, By reaſon of their frail? 
nſtruction. 2d, Their ſhort and temporary exiſtence, * 
Che conſideration of this therefore, while it ſerves to hum- 
ble our pride, and beget in us ſuitable conceptions of our fra- 
gife ſtare; ſhould excite our deſires, and ſtrengthen our pur- 
naſes of ſecuring an habitation for our ſouls more firm and 
qurable, even ay houſe not made with hands, eternal in the- 
even, | 5 | 


* * 
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But how can this compöôrt with juſtice? * e rmoſt- 
Kaetly, intimates the ſame apoltle, For” Chriſt 
wes FN ſuffered for fins, the Juſt for the un 
ee ſuſt, chat be ' might bring us to God,“ 1 Pet. 
ie 18. — 3 if a we ſtood cha ble wich, 
and obnoxious for, have been p to his ac- 
count, and be hath born mh” as our ſub- 
a in BY 9 ed on * tree,” "taps 


7 wh Saul y wal brought 12 the teachings of F 

ſpirit, and began to ſit at the feet of Feſus, 

as he formerly had done at Camaliel' s, he alſo be- 

| gan to puhliſt the ſame things concerning Chriſt,” 

proving 4x; alledging from the writings of the 

Pro ets and che law of... Moſes, ** that C 4 mu; 

have ee and riſen again from the dead 5 

and that this Jeſus oom I preacb is Cbriſt. Acts ir 
2, 3, Piving all the aſſutances of ſalvatign to 

ners through faith in his, name, “ be it Knowp, 

05, he, . men be l brechren, Wag; through s 
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<4 2 
Sn 38, he hath delivered us om the curſe of | 
Ahe law, being made a curſe for us, Gal. iii. 13, 
« 'all thatbelieyeinhim, are juſtißed fromall things, 
from which they could not be juſtified by che 
law of Moſes,” Acts xiii. 38, 39. Aſtoniſhin 
grace this, but how can it conſiſt with a right 
dus and a holy law ? Moſt admirably, for God 
*,hath made _ to be Up 9 for Bs who knew: 
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25 kan Seerationem ſuſcegit cui obnoxius noꝝ erat, cum 
ſpenſus fuit in ligno, ut execrationem ſolveret quz es 
ſim nos erat, i, e. He bore the curſe when hangin on 
the tree, that he i in no wiſe deſerved; "that he might free? | 
tom the curſe we were obnoxious to! Oecumenius. 
Zome would have the greek word ſ hamantia ] here ren 
n, to, be rendered #n-offering, although it is obſerye- + 
ble it is neceſſarily rendered in the former ſenſe e 
ever it. occurs throughout the whole new teſtament, in 
latter ſenſe, not once: nor is there any juſt cauſe wh 
ſhould be rendered / n-ofering here, unleſt it be in order 
to ſlang the anti in the former and latter clauſe of. 
the verſe, and hereby 91 rt the, dorine of imputed ſin, 
imputed righteouinels ſo clearly eſtabliſhed by the Ho- 7 
iy Gl "Boa Has the following note upon the 832 
h 1 beg leave toinſert, et vero peccatum int 2 
catut vidtlima ex bebrarorum Idiot iſmo, apud guos - mf 
pita nomen (albam) at Levit, vii. 2, tamen ratio anti- 
At poſcit ut potius Cr us dicatur ſattus eſſe peccatum 
pro nebis ;z4, e. Peccato von in Tþ/e, ſed ex nmnium noſ- 
tro um pecratorum reatu if imputato,>—Penetus, by fol- 
I and extra has reduced himſelf to extreme pover- 
ty x nor is this the worſt, he has alſo contracted lar <debs_ | 
| n unable to diſcharge. His creditor k ben 
has had 'much patience with him, — in- 
ment is become ſevere, and now with untitigated rigour 
demands full payment to be made. Penetus is * — 
dee nor is chere er for 17 r he ſhould — q 
; * 
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ience 1 M 5 e and ruined 
« Chriſt Jeſus came into the — 4 


CT all acceptation 1 Tim. i, 


ank 
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concern- 
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ag Ons, ew were fu in him, 
And this preaching, Chin enicified for 


bs aner“ ſyrery; and "FbRtitute, 
"= 1 


effed Pal ſeat vs haves ata in, 
a, n * . — — «i 
| an 1880 3 and ö t 
— his empaffy principally confiſted”; - God are 
17 22 70 A { Joc, or TY, 1 1 "the croſs of our 


05 N ths, ch ae Dy 
Sod 1 0 Gl. 5 9 725 
Dalſo received, 3 Cbris diad for Pn 5 — 
cording 1% the hero rares, '1 Fires xy; 3, Not tc 


| agen any 5 of the infpiteck peumen to che 
har. hey. were, taught by the ſame, 
ſpirit, * ble they ſhould bear an evidence, 


contrary to thoſe already heard; we may venture 


to reſt * Ed on "ther * Wh and . 
n - 2 a — 7. 5 wk 8 * t 12 
db eon . u NO% $0 16 25 on : * 


 otherwiſe-/;what enn * dane ibn him? Nan fie nut! abit» | 
dant in wealth, yet more ſo in generoſity: and goodneſt en · 
gages for the debt, gives ſecurity for the payment of it, and 
acquits the before diſtreſſed; but now joyful and tranſport · 
ediPenetus, ge Plæaſauus never contracied 
the:debt he ſtands engaged for by extravagant living, yet 
he hath made himſelt debtor by (what I had almoſt — 
extravagant loving. The — is eaſy. | 


„ hich is 4 fachful ſaying, and 


| | bh. wy. ob 
| 22 N 7900 as boy wh it 92 tha a 1 1 
nd ſin,“ a. Hor, v. al, we by 
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Anon of what the 
f and a bold eſſay to ſubvert their meaning, 
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A , 


gg nothing leſs than s ws | 

prophets and — 8 = 
dean turn the current 0 the doctrine of imputati- 
into another channel, or extort a verdienen 
fourlof a contrary tenet. 


| _ Gl? This then is goſpe/ indeed, thou pag wes yl 


fed; are guilty, doubly guilty, 

lan puniſhing God „being * nature, anc 

Miners in practice yet is there a foundation for 

OE mercy in perfect conliſtency with. juſtice ; 
's golden-gates are not for ever barred, n 

fun gone down in everlaſting night; for 

re is, hear it O heavens, be all attention, 9 


. there is a SAVIOUR, an almighty 


JOUR, rich in love, and plenteous i in ws 
caſts ut none that come unto bim, Jchn vi. 
rin power, /aving to the uttermoſt all that ond 


EY by bim, Heb. vii. 25. He is the great 
Hate the (copher) the true mercy- -ſeat, the 


: op fopitiatory ſacrifice by which, Cod is recon- 


to the world, 2 Cor. v. 19. This my dear 


= "is the great myſtery of ſalvation, this 18 
3 


Fcret of God, which the princes of this world 
ignorant of, when moſt bent to fulfil it, in 


criitifying the Lori of glory. By that one offence, 


= — one man 40 many are ſubjected to 
by the one obedience, viz. the life and death, 
th man Chriſt Jeſus, many are abſolved, 


E ftitled to life. All ſinned, one ſuffered, man 
E 


„ ee ee. Sin and 
daeeath 
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death came by the fruit of the ter; redemptiag 
and life come by the tres alſo; the former gg 
' planted in paradiſe, and was deadly to touchy 
the latter was erected on mount calvary,. and bare 
= $.in large cluſters. The ſin of Adam 
_ cluded him — his ſeed from the preſence af | 
the ſoul-comforting preſence of their makerz; and 
 cherubim and a flaming ſword, forbad fut 
cels to the zree of life. But Chriſt the laß. 
God, has borne our fins in bis own body on the.t 
turned away the wrath of heaven, quenched 
flaming ſword, and by his own blood bath.,con/4x 
crated a new and living way into the boly of alian 
Heb. x. 19, 20, and hath opened alſo the kj 
dom of heaven to all who believe in him. ;,,q 
What diſcovereſt thou O reader in this proger 
dure, that merits thy diſregard or contemp 
Wherein does the doctrine of Chriſt's atonement 
appear to be abſurd, or irrational ? Why, Bowe 
the great lord and legiſlator of the wor 
eſteemed deficient in juſtice, becauſe he has been 
| pleaſed in a way ſo wonderful to magnify ira. 
unding mercy in appointing and acc the 
ſufferings of one every way qualified and 
willing, in behalf of another, by which wofid 
ful plan, his juſtice is preſerved inviolate, 
reparation-is made to his injured law, and his rie 
grace and mercy are hereby become the wonder 
And Joy of men and angels? The work of fg. 
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pro omnibus mortuus eft, ergo omnes mortui n 
delicet ſatisfact io unius omnibus imputetur ; ſicut,omgium 
peccata unus ille portavit, nec alter jam inveniatuy qui 
forefacit, alter qui ſatisfecit ; quia caput et corpus unus oft 
*Chriſtus, Bernatdus Epil. ad Innocent „ 579 Ag 


(49) 
| H6tiis all wonder; there is wonderful wi/dow in 
the contrivance, wonderful power in accompliſh- 
ing the deſign, ſatan and his rebel hoſt ſubdued 
and vanquiſhed; a wonderful diſcovery of jufice, in 
fiving no ſinner without adequate ſatisfaction; a 
erful manifeſtation of mercy, in accepting one 
WTuffer in the ſtead and place of another; a won- 
deft? per ſon engages in the wonderful work, and 
| Woflderful love Pedic, carries on, and compleats 
e Whole. Such love as this, which God com- 
Mendeth to us, no man can ſhew ; friend may of. 
fem himſelf to death for friend ;* or ſome dear re- 
Iitrve allied by blood, + &c. yea peradventurs ſome 
ff a good man would even dare to die, Rom. v. 7. 
but the love of God 1s manifeſted, and exerciſed 
towards us, when in a ſtate of fin and alienation z 
for when we were without frengtb, finners, and 
thimits, Chriſt died for us, to raiſe, reconcile, and 
e us, Rom. v. 6, 8, 10. 2 
or Dat 1” Reader 


199d 26! 
* 4 g ' 25 ” 
Ide There is a ſtory on record of two friends Damen and 

27, one of whom the tyraht Dyonifius had condemned 
170 he aſked a few days to ſet his houſe in order, which 
fat he might procure, the other willingly offered himſelf 

ay as a pledge, and to die in his place, if he did not 
return by the day appointed. The other faithfully return- 
 -whaecording the time appointed, in order to receive his 
„and redeem his friend who had ſo deeply engaged 
im; when the tyrant ſaw ſuch faithfulneſs in their 
ſhip, he pardoned him that was appointed to die, and 
defired. to be admitted a third in their friendſhip, 

: 3 is recorded of Zaleucus, the lawgiver of Locrenfir, 
that he appointed by law, that adulterers ſhould have both 
'Thelreyes put our. And it happening that his own ſon be- 
"ig Wien in adultery, he, to preſerve inviolate his law, yet 
ma fifeſt paternal affection to his ſon, put out one of his 

own eyes, to redeem one of the eyes of bis ſon. 

| . 


[ 
[ 


fired to look into them. Angels ladly publ 


weiß and ſhall man be ſilent in his praiſe ? ©} 
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ever thou art that readeſt thou art concerned in 


_ 
Reader. is t 5 thou canſt believingly 


fitate on theſe adde hiſhirig and x bring 

as they ſtand on facred or , and not find kf 
heart glow with gratitude and joy ? Angels 
their being obſcurely ſpadowed in legal cere 


nies, filled with wonder, and a holy curiofi | 
5 


n+ Fed the new · born S our to our wond 
world, and gave glory to Cod in the — . 
they proclaimed peace on earth, and good will lite | 


the"Lord Om ſoul, and all that is within me, 
nify bis holy name; bleſs the Lord all ye his fa 
and tell abroad from fa to day the wondefs' 
his grace and love. e took not on him t 
«nature of angels, bot he took the ſeed of Able 
« ham, and becauſe the children were partakꝶH 
44 of fleſh and blood, he likewiſe alſo himſelf t 


part of the fame,” Heb. il. 14, 16, and that He 


might have he right of redemption, Jer: xxxfi. 

our lawful (goe!) redeemer, deliverer, &c. he” by 
ſumed our nature, and ee our 

We were become poor, and had ſold our Mm 
ſions, yea our very ſouls for nought, Levit. — 7 
25, and Chriſt our kinſman redeemed us wichdde! 


money, not with gold and filver, nor any other 5 


ruplible ibing, but with the precious blood that circu. 
lated through his own unblemiſhed body, 1 Pet. 
1. 12. 
Reader, before I conclude this chapter; I would: 
leave to remind thee of the two greateſt 
tranſactions that the ſun hath ſeen ; the one in pa- 
radiſe, the otber on Mount Calvary ; by the former 
of theſe came death, and all our _ and who- 


this 


(bd) 


ts affair ; 28 nor e ph exempt thee 
m- the common c uilt, which hes 
vally againſt all that 2 from the loins of 
| : By the latter God is 3 and 
mers are abſolved, through faith in him t 
the croſs. ee ſinner ſee t 
ho — dpa — the tree, grow pale 
-death,. and agonizing in the mortal combat; 
What do I ſee ? He. bleeds from every pore 
G aſtoniſhing to tell, he \ blends the ba/m, that 
our wounded ſouls, Ho- chearing-was the 
that claſed the ſolemn ſcene, it in Aniſbed, 
rightly underſtood, and believingly receiv- 
What more remains to be done? What after 
Work?“ What further claim? bo Hall lay any 
o the. charge of Gods cles? For, Chrift has 
m. viii. 33» Thus may we by often took 
ing to, che rock from whence we are hewn, be 
| led. under a deep ſenſe: of our fin, and the 
ke ulneſs of our nature; that we may be as no- 
leſs than nothing in our own eyes; and 
believing views may we look to Jeſus, 
12 2950 may find in him an all- ſufficient Saviour z 
97% "Moſes lifted up the ſerpent. in the wilderneſs, 
Jo 7 . liſted up voor 4 —_ of the goſpel, 
oſacuer believeth in bin, may not 7 * 


be ele hiſt, Wen, 145 15. 
vow „ ce. 
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u poſts went out being baſtened by the king 
13 © commandment, am the decree was given uh 
Shuſban the palace, Eſth. iti. 15, Hamgn paſt 
at having ſucceeded ſo well in his bloody d 
ſits down to regale himſelf with wine, hun belly 
Shuſhan was perplexed, and in #very province ui 


= ſerver the king's commandment, and bis decree cum, 


there was great mourning among the jews, chapu v. 
13. An horrible eloud of darkneſs pregnant with 


immediate death, was now ſtretched over the- 


tenſive empire of Abaſuerus, and appeared r 
to burſt on the heads of all the circumciſed tribes 
that dwelt in his dominion. It is death by A 
for Eſther to come into the preſence of the king 
it is death by a malicious bloody decree to 
kindred and nation if ſhe does not come; '''Flis 
was indeed a day of dark neſs and diſtreſs; iber 
uncalled for thirty days, Mordecai diſgraced ad 
a ſwift decree gone forth ſtamped with the 
ſignature, to deſtroy and make a ſpeedy endidf 
all the jews in every provinſſeGGG.. 
But how much more dark and diſtreſsful Mas 
the day when Adam forfeited the favour of His 
Lord and King, and fell into foul diſgrace by nn 
and diſobedience] Not the ſtate of Pera only, 
but all the world became obnoxious to death Dt 
only jews, but gentiles too, even all that ſh 
come from the loins of Adam were involved?t>- 
gether with him in the guilt of his tranſgreſſion. 
A law more ſtable and unalterable than that ot the 
Mades and Perfians, by which, it was death to 
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Rom. iii, 13. John x. 28. 
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. from that forbidden tree, was violated; and 
nal. ſanction thereof, death, was ready to nd he 
- Red on the unhappy offender, and common 
parent of mankind. EHber mult put. on her royal 
robes to intercede, and become. an advocate for 
hens diſtreſſed friends and nation; Cbrift 
. of the father*s glory, myſt putꝰ hes 
ty, and become a mediator for a 
— world. Queen Eſher engages for 
——ů— the Barre aſſumes a body. 
chat being our fleſh, + he might engage in our 
enuſe. Eftber undertakes for r friends; Chrif 
— that from enemies * might make 
friends. + - She is employed to revoke 5 deathful 
by abrogating the law; HE, to deliver 


_ 2thoſe doomed to death, yet eſtabliſh the law. 


he riſques the diſpleaſure of Abnſureus, and 
hereby expoſes herſelf in much probability to 
Aeath, to fave her people from the purpoſed bloody 
-wpaſſacrez; HE, voluntarily lays down his life, 4 
h courageouſly ruſhes into the arms of certain 
bfgaths-death armed with all the multiplied I 
s of his people, death the moſt 
180d alarming, to ſave them from the cauſe e 
curſe, ſin and death. Eber was ſtirred up by 
Mordecai to intereſt herſelf in the important buſi. 
008 of her nation; but Chri# from his own 
Rhjlonbropy, for the great love wherewith be loved . 
—— his people's cauſe his ak and gave 
— our fins. Eph. ii. 4. Gal. i. Ei ber 
her affairs with ſo much KA Ts that. 
e fleſh was gg ſaved from the 
none | bloody 
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. 2 1 loody ſene 7 1% 1 d f dif ] | | 
PE 5 y ence even all that. believe ſhall 8 
d be ju and eternally ſaved, II. li. 13 | 


885 ber the quern 6 well uccaded 
e e Bt 


d all her engage ments 
iſſued To much 1 in mg 4 the j Jews, that wicker! 


5 ed Haman who had contrived. their ruin, notoon 


fay his hopes fruſtrated, and his bloody, dai 
L900 an, 3 but the infamy and udenth 
he intended another, becomes ys own unavoide 
le and miſerable portion 3 his character and? 
fame now. linking. as low in the hr oe mens 55 
1 ag his body Was raiſed high, a 
r 
chat dean creo, of an am | 
bloody wy” "« 115 5970 time . mourni d 
- jews ate not onl A 
| but alſq to 9 $1 
the dilregarded ap Gf 
| telivered from d 


o all 


bly S 10 4 in hi his 1 5 reat <= x 
0 . hey: . 
ments, that his peopſe os were come aobmy\. 


noxious to death by arighrous 1 N are 


d 
only delivered from, going den to ide pity mn 


1 hi h faith in this great a tor, are acceptedil.: 
wy 85 — receive Pa tokens, of GoGs| 8 
pleaſure in them and towards them, aud 


EET ee e Fd e 


enbed bf Chad ities td them; in which 
a ſtand with boldneſs in the preſence of t 
king of kings. «| e . Ne $1549 5 . of | 
2d, In the foregoing chapter we have ſpoken of 
the impuration of the believer's ſins to Chriſt; have 
viewed the Lamb o/ God, offered upon the alter of 
hi ctoſ, in the room and place of his people, and 
imoonſequence of which they are delivered from 
theÞ curſe, freed from condemnation, and ſaved 
from wrath and hell. The buſineſs of this chap, 
tebicill be to treat of the imputation of his righ - 
tkowſneſs unto them, whereby they obtain a title 
tei heuven and glory ; and which is the third kind 
oil imputation, ſpoken of chap: the fir{t. | 
ligd, The glorious goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, pro. 
claims and publiſhes him as the only way of 
ſalvation, and the ſole Saviour of ſinners; and 
the method and manner by which this ſalvati- 
oh is brought unto a fallen world is, by the 
bidod of his croſs; having hereby redeemed 
us from the curſe. of the law, being made 3 
Lutſe for us.“ Gal. iii. 13. This “ curſe 
4 the law,” ver. roth, is the penalty of "dif- 
obWience,' curſed is every one that continu- 
„eth not in all things which are written in the 
_ <+-book" of the law to de them ;“ therefore 
Cnhriſt's ignotninious and torturing death, by rea- 
ſo of which he was deemed curſed, was the an- 
id for the redemption of his people, and 
bpech they are delivered from an 
4X69 the pit.“ Job xxxiii. 24, but cannot be 
allbwed to be a price paid to purchaſe grace or 
glory That grace and glory reſult from the 
rigeteouſneſs of Chriſt, that is, his active and 
pafſtve obedience, is readily granted, but that 
4 | they 


(7+) a 
they are the reſult of the latter; abſtracted | 
the former, as though bought. and purchaſgil 
thereby, does not appear from the word of God. 
-., Loſt ſinners are repreſented in ſcripture; as hy- 
ing the object of the-Redeemer's love, and (allow 
the expreſſion) the-commodity to be bought With 
the mediator's blood; hence ſays the apoſtſo, /e 
are bought with a price,“ 1 Cor. vi. 20, again, 

ye are bought with a price, be not ye the en- 

. vants of men,“ ch. vii, 23; again, ye were 

e not redeemed with corruptible things, «as, fil- 

e ver and gold, &c. but with the precious blog 
of Chriſt,” 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. The people-gf 
God are frequently ſpoken of as his 2 — in- 
baritance, portion, &c. and as ſuch are common - 

ly. ſaid to be redeemed, and purchaſed by him. Eph. 
i. 14. P. Ixxiv. 2. Acts xx, 28, & õ“ ꝛꝙ c 
I o ſay or ſuppoſe that Chriſt's paſſive obedience, 
abſtracted, from his active, and without reſpect 
thereto, gives a believer a title to glory, ig 
ſeparate and disjoin what God has put togetheg an 
bis eternal and all-wiſe counſel, and -publiſhedqn ' 
his word, as the matter of our faith; and had ſuch 
an opinion any foundation to- ſupport it, the fel- 
lowing unſcriptural things would egen e 
built up together with it. iſt, That there ib a 
law which gives life to ſome degree of imperfect 
obedience, or rather to diſobedience, for 
is no medium. Now ſuch ſuppoſed law m | 
in oppoſition to that perfect one, which is ;baly, 
Ju, and good, and whoſe voice is, curſed is. 
ane that continyeth not, in all things euritten in de 
book of the law o de them; muſt iſſue from qif. 
ferent motives, and aim at different ends; but 
Chriſt came not into the world 40 defroy,. 1755 
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f Chriſt, and that perfect and exact obedi- 
ice he paid to the moral law, was no part of 


that covenant he was engaged in, and of which 


He was the head, and repreſentative of his ſeed. 
Alo that heaven and glory are not given as the 
Yeward- of righteouſneſs, but for reaſons alien 
tliebeto; ſeeing the law does not ſo properly pro- 
that man righteous, who violates it's pre- 


b 7 tho* he ſuffer it's penalty, as he who pays 


ue regard to it's injunctions, and preſerves 
fem invariably inviolate. 3d, Such an opinion, 


imat either be antinomiani/m in the worlt ſenſe, as 
Ne ſuppoſes heaven attainable, without the fulfill. 


ment of any law, in che principal, or ſurety ; or, 
it leaves us to fulfil the law in our ru per- 
25 in order to obtain heaven by our own obedi- 
hee is phariſaiſm. 
54th, The ſcripture, as it regards. n man in his 
allen ſtate, conſtantly affirms, that ſalvation is , 


ſtate is altogether as an unclean thing, 
iht uy rig hteouſneſſes are as filthy rags.“ II. . 
at there is no law exiſting, which can 
5 a title to life, Gal. iii. 21, but what the 
£6! Taw could not do, in that it was weak through 


= = t'attainable by his. own works, ſeeing he, ey 


ae the fleſh, God ſending his own ſon, inthe like- | 


54 ieſs of ſinful fleſh, and for ſin condemned fin 
the fleſh,” Rom. viii. g. Hence not to him 

e N ne: Lore ng 
fed, for to him that worke:b the reward is a 
Nor, but to him that believeth it is of grace. Rom. 
12 5, and Paul affirms more than once, that 


"Y 4 man is not juſtified by the works of the law, 


»v&Þur by the Os of faith,” and that by 
in \ the 


8 


- 3 ' Juſtification by faith, ſtands oppoſed i in cf 1 


to put the bleſſing on mount EBul, inſt 


8 7 that of an eye to look at Chriſt, Reer to com 


be 


# the deeds of the law, no fleſh ling can 
e 


ture to juſtification by works ; hence to fu PG 
faith to be a work, fo to be performed 1 as | 
chough it had in itſelf, ſome intrinſic worth 
chat we ſhould merit any thing by believi 


Gerrizzim, that'is, deſtroying the EY 
fication by faith,” and by he. it is to port 
on the fide of the law, inſtead of adj port 
the pel, However neceſſary e i 
may be in order to the juſtification of a 195 1 
however excellent and uſeful in order to preſerve X 
and increaſe the ſpiritual life of a faint ; yet is 1 5, 
neyer to be conſidered as any way meritorious, n 
filling in other place in the ers of l 
Y 
Stk, It has been generally allowed by all, che 
in order to find favour with God, and ol vol 
heaven, we mult be righteous, or have a 7 . 
one; and it has been as generally a point 7 | 
diſpute what that righ/eouſne/s ſhould N be fron 1 
whence it ſhould be obtained. The Jews ſough 5 


« after ſuch ri kat 99 but attained not unt 
* jt;z bur the Gentiles who ſought not after a 


Hriſt, a hand, &c. to receive the purcha 
and freely offered blefſings from Chriſt. 


<0 ouſneſs obtained it.” Rom. . 30, 


31. 
former ſought b eouſneſs by the law, that In 
they pteſented their own imperfect obedience 5 
adequate to the requirements of the perfect N 


in which balance being weighed, they were oF"? 


light, to acquit and pronounce them righteous by.” 
alegal ſentence ; the latter, convinced of this im- 


per- 


0 


88 


econ. in their own works, and believing 
riſt, were made partakers of a 8 
quate to the largeſt demands of God's holy law ; by | 
= voice, and conſentaneous to whoſe ſentence, 


were. abſolved, acquitted, accepted. Hence 
vid. deſcribes che b eſfedneſs Fs the man to 
oh the Lord, imputeth righteouſneſs without 
Rom. iv. 6, ** Chriſt 1s ſaid to be the 
the law for righteou uſneſs, &c. Rom, x. 3. 
n ſcripture language, faith is ſaid to be imput- 
fs for righteouſneſs, as Abraham believeth 4 gy — | 
251 imputed to bim for righteouſneſs, and, to bim 
} worketh nat, but believeth, his faith is counted 
1 bim for rigbleouſneſs, Rom. iv. 3. 5, Hence 
ſome will have faith to be our righteouſneſs, un- 
derſtanding theſe ſcriptures literally; which opi- 
355 could it be proved a truth, would neceſſarily 
dete and ſet ral the obedience of Chriſt, ſeeing 
Aa two-fold righteouſneſs is not neceſſary. But this 
opinion can have no foundation but upon a ſup- 
' Pglizion, that God the ſupreme legiſlator, will ac- 
7 . of a righteouſneſs under the goſpel, which is 
| ifferent from that required by the law; which 
fug ofition has not only no foundation to ſuppore 
the holy ſcriptures, but muſt neceſſarily be 
0 nded with conſequences not very agreeable ta 
"th of the goſpel. For on this ſuppoſition, 
here muſt either be another law iſſued in 
of the goſpel, leſs holy in its nature, and 
moe mild in its adieu, than the moral law 


| impoſed upon Adam, in his perfect ſtate, and 
afterwards more explicitly given by the miniſtra- 
rich f Moſes; or, a righteouſneſs illegal, and in- 
op to the precepts of the moral law, muſt 


accepted in the Juſtification of a ſinner, os 
ea- 
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_ en and earth, ſhall ſooner paßt away, thanakls = 
former ſhall ever take place, Matt. v. 18. and*rh& . - 


whole human race be left obnoxious to the curſe 


er God will juſtify and fave them, in a way& 
diſhonourable, and unbecoming as the latter, Gat; ' 


— 
* 


ii. 10. 2. God who is immutaàble in his nat, 


and unchangeable in his purpoſes, muſt eon Yds 
. vary his defigns, and change his laws 
and ordinances, like a frail, and ſhort f 


mortal; and by ſubſtituting faith for rere e 


teouſneſs, muſt leſſen in our eſteem, the bolingt 
of his nature, on which the law is founded, th 
inflexibility of his ju##ce, and the odiouſneſt of i 
which is oppoſed to bot. nod 
Sth, The ſcripture every where ſets forth the 
neceſſity of faith, in order to the juſtificatioweF 
a ſinner; but to put faith as the meritorious cauſe 
of ſuch juſtification, would be moſt inſufferable; 
ſeeing faith can poſſibly have no merit, as it'is 


an operation of the ſpirit of God in the heart 


a finner now regenerate, and the glorious work af 


our Immanuel, can only lay claim to merit. Fairly 


as above, can only be conſidered as an inſtruthefſe 
in the matter of juſtification, rg homer 37 
plying that righteouſneſs which is neceſiary to 
vation; but that which receives ſomething 'with> 
out, and ſeparate from itſelf, viz. that righteouſ- 
neſs which is neceſſary to ſalvation, cannot be 
that righteouſneſs itſelt; therefore faith cannotibe 
that righteouſneſs. + 12 DAT 


Furthermore, the ſcriptures ſpeak of differec# | 


degrees of faith, O ye of little faith. And 


woman great is thy faith, &c. So we read 


lambs in the flock, and of children, young mei 


and fathers, &c. now if faith be our righteouſtieſs, 


accord- 


4 


p \* — \ ö N Wo, 


| titording to the meaſure and degree of this faith, 


We:are more or leſs righteous ;'and as faith is ſup- 
poſed to be imputed in the act of juſtification, a 
man muſt be more or leſs juſtified, as his faith is 


vity dry {breaſt to believers in a time of trial and 
{aivitual deſertion; when Joys ſeem withered, love 
eld; and the ſhield of faith totters, and the ſoul 
any; he _ aſſaulted 2 1 then to have 
opes of acceptance but in and through a righ- 
— ſo imperfect and weak, as faith is in ſoch 
time of trial found to be, muſt needs be very un- 
comfortable to a poor creature's mind. Whereas 
efi;the- contrary, when agreeable to the ſcripture 
doctrine of juſtification, faith takes hold on the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and his obedience, active 
-paſſive, is imputed to a poor ſinner in his 


juſtification for righteouſneſs, he needs no longer 
zemain in doubt, and thereby in diſtreſs, whether 


his Faith be ſtrong enough to procure him a com- 


pleat pardon, ſeeing that in the days of the great- 


eft-darkneſs and diſquietude, when his faith is moſt 

le, and his comforts moſt fading, the glorious 
ject of his faith is ſtill the ſame ; and the loweſt 
degree of faith apprehends a righteouſneſs perfect, 
compleat, and thoroughly acceptable to God, Iſ. xlii. 
3d. Hence it is the church can rejoice in the 
dame of her bridegroom, and the honour: con- 


ferred upon her in being named together with him, 


bbe Lord our righteouſneſs, Jer. xxiii. 6, xxxiii, 16, 
end each believer in particular can gladly ſay, 


ſereiy in the Lord baue I righteouſneſs and ftrength, 
V. 24. | | 85 

Ich, To argue, as ſome have done, that if a 

ie 3 fin- 


weak or ſtrong, which I conceive to be an abſur- 
qx. Moreover, I think this tenet muſt be a 
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imputed to him, he is juſtified by the law, ſee- 
ing that righteouſneſs conſiſted; in a perfect con- 
© formity thereto,” is no better than vain jangling, 
8 below the man of attention. What can we 
think would the bleſſed apoſtle have ſaid gg any . 
one in his day, who ſhould have dared. in ſo gro 
and palpable a manner to have perverted his words, 
and wreſted the force of his arguments? Doubt - 
les, wick zeal no leſs rapig and fervent thanthat 
with which he defended: the truth of the goſpel, 
' againſt the diſturbers of the church of Galetia, 
he would have reproved the ignorance and inſo- 
lence of ſuch Antinomians, and oppoſers of the 


righteouſneſs of Chriſt. Ye vain, and ſelf- 


—-— 


« ſecking generation, how long will ye perſiſt in 
„ your ſtupidity ? Does not the goſpel I have 
preached unto you principally tend to take you 
0 off from ſelf . ſeeking and depending? Does it 
«« not. wholly point you to the Lord Chriſt, and 

« hold forth his righteouſneſs as the ſole metito- 
« xious cauſe of your acceptance, and for the ſake 
44 of Which, ye as guilty ſinners are imputed juſt 
in the preſence and eſteem of--a holy God? 
„Are not your own-imperfe& works. the beſt of 
„ hich come ſport of the glory of God, contraſted 


: * 


s in all my writings, with the compleat, and per- 


e fect obedience of Chriſt, who has mag niſied 


«.. the law, and made it honourable. Think ye O 
«. vain men that God is ſuch an one as yourſelf? 
4 Did he once give a law which required perfect : 
. Obedience from lis creatures, and can he now | 
« diſpenſe with a righteouſneſs which will bear a 
© 4. conſiſtency of fin with it? Is Chriſt then become 
„the miniſter of in? Came he into the * 


2 
= . + 
„5 * 
9 + 
* . = 


i, . : R431 33S aid 5 : * 
a 8 * * — = N 9 * + F * * 


— 


P ” 2 


 FY * 5 * 1 * p UT - 
- 4 - N SW. of 
* 1 ol % * 77% "— = * 
* vo f *, a” 1 „14 — 
| 2 1 " 1 
* 5 WIR * 7 . 
"== « © We 


N. o 
o 


* . E 3 ay 0 " 
of -* N * * 8 17 N 4 £ ; F 2 * 
0 2 | : F K | ' 1.6 Pha «+ 2 3 
OSS” 7 8 1 P, E055 FB FE Ing), oe RF 
* 5 7 defralid the law of whar it i w 6 natided, and 4 
13 to da diſhonour to an eſſential attribute of the © 


dtih, viz, juſtice.? Know O vain man, that bea - 
* ven and earth ſhall paſs into nothing, ſooner than 
e one jot; or one tittle of the law ſhall fail of per · 
« feft fulfillment. Nor can you ever ſtand before 
<4 „God, and in the congregation of the juſt, but 
4 s you are eſteemed righteous by juſtice itſelf, 
through the bloed and righteouſneſs of the Lord 
— - e to ygu, ſo that with the free and 
full gonſent of both law Ind. juſtice, you can 
enter into glory; for no ſinner will be unjuſtix 
K | NE W | 
- . $th, The imputation of Chriſt's nabe | 
ſeems not only to be moſt agreeable to the wor 
of God, (as I hope to manifeſt more fully by and 
by ;) but alſo appears to be moſt conſiſteng with 
the divine attributes, which hereby are made to 
17 harmonize, and ſweetly accord with each other; 
bereby, mercy and truth meet gogether, righ- 
t teouſneſs and peace embrace each other,” PI. 
1xxxv.. 10, in this moſt admirable, and beſt adapt - 
ed plan, we ſee the rights of government ſecured 
in a way and manner, that muſt reflect eternal 
honour on the wiſdom that contrived it; and the 
law gf God hereby, abides immutable and in- 
flexible, as the unchangeable attribute on which it 
ſtands: Whereas a righteouſneſs. any way defici- 
** ent, and imperfect, will be found 4 covering too 
narrow to wrap a naked ſinner in, If. xxviii; 20 
1 _ 9th, Some "ha thought their own righteouſ- 
neſs ſufficient to recommend them to God; of - 
this number were the phariſees of old, and of the 
ſame ſpirit, temper, and opinion, are the ſelf- 
juſticiaries of this 1 age; but 3 
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_ bleſſed man appears to be of a different ſtamp,.. 

de is #efed, truly ſo, for God pfenounces hogs 

fuch, and none can reverſe it; righteon/nlgſs iim 

- putted to bim, not his own, but another's, for it is 
imputed without works; and what righteouſneſs 
would avail a man for acceptance, that was not 
perfect? And where ſhall we find a righteoWneſs. 4 
perfect, and fully anſwering the holy law of God, 
except the righteouſneſs of . ? We have been; 
led to take notice of the parallel the apoſtie to the 
Romans runs betwegn the Arſt and ſecond Adam) 
cähap. 2d, and here it may not be amiſs to ſum; 
+ the thought, and conſider that paſſage yet more:! . 
_ _ carefully, | SEX HS 
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Ts Fs 
' & The apoſtle here informs us, that fin! firſt 158 
troduced death into the world, and that in con- 
ſequence of ſin being imputed to all, death paſſed 
- upon all; and that on the contrary as death came 
by ſin, ſo life comes by righteouſneſs, as the one 4 
was introduced by the firſt Adam, ſo the other is 93 
; brought in by the ſecond Adam; as fin was im- 
puted from the former, ſo righteouſneſs is imput- 
ed from the latter; and as by one-man's diſobedience 
mam, even all the poſterity of Adam, were con- 
"  ftituted” formers, ſo by the obedience af one, even 
the man Chrut Jeſus, many, viz. all his believing , 
ſeed, ſhall be conflituted righteous, ver. i ver. 
15, much more the grace of God, and the ft 
grace. The chariſma, and dorema, here ſpoken © +» 
of, is the obedience of Chriſt imputed to us by 
the heavenly father“ Nevertheleſs "theſe two 1 
Words grace and gift, may be thus diſtinguiſh- | 
ed; the one reſpects free pardon and abſolution, 
the ot ber, a benefit beſtowed-an them who are 
thus abſolved;even the righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
i S e * « im- 
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«Cj 4 's . on 
Tipo d by which their ſouls o * I 
As if ſome prince or potentate, gf wn 4 | 
clemency and goodneſs, ſhquld frank! 2 
one of his poor ſubjects, who ſtood indebt 9 
him a large ſum of money; and ſhould, add to 
1 this favour the free donation of an immenſe trea-. 
ſure, then in the language of the apoſtle here is 
Th in pardoning, and the gift by grace, in con- 
the royal favour, Which is by one man Jeſus 
5 the one and only Saviour of ſinners, bath 
abvunded unto Many, even to as many as believe i 
- him, ver. 16, and not as it was by one that fnned, 
ſo is "the Kilt; i. e. not as the fin, the one fin, ſo 
the ,dorema, the chariſma, viz. the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, which imputed to the believer, which ex- 
tends its ſalutaty influence to all his fins both ori- 
ginal and actual, for ihe judgment was by one, that 
4 one ſin of Adam, to condemnation, ariſing from 
imputed guilt; but the Free gift, isof many offences ;. 
free grace pardons all the offences of the believer, 
unte n to full part and favourable 
SE A * 
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* Cur autem Chriſti obedientiam ( chariſma, ) bis vocarit, N 
| vero dikaiomai nempe verſiculo 18th cauſa eſt mani- - 
feſta, quia videlicet Chriſti juſtitiam non conſiderat abſo- 
; + lute, ſed kata ſteſin, eanique duplicam, Nam reſpectu Dei 
8 nobis illam imputantis, dicitur chariſma, a gratificando : * 
noſtri vero ratione, qui per eam imputatam juſti fimus, 
merito dicitur ditaloma, quod nos juſtos efficiat, ſeu quod 
Q juſti fiamus, ut explicat ipſe apoſtolus, ver. 19th, Ben. * 
| in loe. * 
| + Gratia non tantummodo illud peccatum interfecit, ſed 
etiam poſt illud introeunti peccata, © Auguſt, by 
| $ Dikaioma, ſignifies here, not only pardon but accept- 
ance ; not only freedom from guilt, but favour conferred, 
even the obedience of Chriſt by which we are made and ac - 
cepted, as righteous. 
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* Acceptance, vet. 17, for 7 by one man's. end 
viz. Adam. death reigned one, . that. one 0) 
5 much more they which rect 4 bundance 7 
rage, the abounding grace of God in Chri 
ho. is full of grace and truth, and W gh 
| fulneſs we all 2 the favour of every comm | 4 
blefling, and of the gift of righteou * the per: iy 
| fect and conſummate obedience ws it; imputed | 
51 to them, ſoall reign in life by one, ejus Chriſt, 137 
adorned in that ipotleſs rohe, be admitted into t 
oy of the king of kings, and dwell * with 
im for ever, ver. 18. 7 berefore. as. by the  offencs 8 
one, Even "Adam the. repreſentative of all man 
| Sin, judgment came upon all men to .conflemnation 
1 * of that one Man's fin being imp imputed 7 
75 obnoxiouſneſs to condermatin 7 
. the righteouſneſs of one, namely Je . 
| gal the head gs. of believers 
in the covenant, of redemption ; be. 7 gift is 4 
come upon all men, unto e of life, even 
upon all whom he reprſe ented, unto their full ab- 
35 Wette and. fin ann 19. for as by 
| one 
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i < Gratiz nomen, ad omnia Dei beneficia pertineat,' ſed 
doreat tes di kaioſunes non de omnibus Dei beneficiis que 
per Chriſtum percipimus, ſed proprie de obedientiæ 3 
imputatione Bez. 

+ $. Should it be ſaid that pantas 3 all men, in in 
the latter clauſe of the verſe, ſtands oppoſed to, and ex- 

. ends as far as pantas anthropaus, all men, in the former, (Y; 
it cannot be granted ; ſeeing this would neceſſarily infer | 
univerſah ſalvation. Furthermore it is -obſervable, that the 

@poſtle's ſcope in this whole paſſage, is not fimply to prove 
that bondage, capitivity, xc. are derived to us from 
and enlargement, redemption, &. by Chriſt, but that guilt, 
and condemnation "_ from that guilt, — to us 
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1 
r 
na diſobedience, viz that of Adam, many 

y fi made finneys, even all who deſcend from Adam 
by natural generation, are conſtituted finners in 
hum's/o by the abadience of one, even Chriſt, Gall“ 
mam be made righteous, viz. all that hall believe 
on him to the end of time ſhall be conſtituted 


© - righteous)through his righteouſneſs, impured to | 


+ This Whole paſſage ſo clearly and 1 eſta- 
bliſhes the doctrine of imputed righteouſnels, that 


ge but à grofs perverſion of the apoſtle's 


ieaning and defign can fubvert it. For it is evi 
ent, this, and only this, was the tking intended 
from che xwelfth verſe of the chapter, where the 
collation betwixt Adam and Chriſt is begun; ind 2 
alchougWithe dcEtrine of original ſin, or the im- 
| age of Adam's offence to his poſterity, is 
fully proved therefrom, yet Paul's defign was ta 
clear up the doctrine of juffification treated of in 
the foregoing chapter, and anſwer the cavils and 
objections that the adverſaries of the goſpel might 
raiſe againſt it. If any hould fay that᷑ the method 
was ftrange and unuſual, that one man ſhould be 
juſtified by the righteouſneſs of another; not at 
all would the apoſtle ſay, ſeeing by the ſame 
. thod of procetding,” God has concluded all W 
world guilty by the ſin of another; therefore as 
guilt, condemnation and death, came by dam; 
* abſolution and life come by 


FF 
— — — —u—-— —vyvt. 
from Adam, as our common hend and repreſentative in the 
firſt covenant; and righteouſneſs, and abſolution thereby, 
is imputed to us from Chriſt, the head and repreſentative 

or the elect in the ſecond covenant. 5 | 


PP 
- . 19th,: That Chriſt is to be conſidered rr 
„ demption covchant as the head and repreſentatide 
| of his helie vin ecd, the above paſſage A . 


y evinces; nor. is this the only place in ſcrip - 


ure that repreſents him in this light; Pf. Nxxix. 
4, I have made. a covenant with my. chaſen,. & c. 

. where notwichſtanding, the king of "Iſrael is in- 
| tended in a proximate ſenſe, yet is evident from | 
many paſſages in the after parts of the P/alm, the , 

king of ſaints is intended in the ultimate. Again, 

their governor ſhall proceed from the midſt of - 
them, (even Chriſt,) and I will cauſe him to 
draw near, and he ſhall apprggch unto me; 
8 who is this that engaged his heart to ap- 
I proach unto me, faith che . XXX. 
name 


a . #53 ' Ks er 
21. And again, ©, behold the Man woe n⸗ 8 
is the branch, even he-ſhall build the une 

* he ſhall Git and rule upon his throne, and ge 
[4 fo be a prieſt upon his throne, ang/the-coun- - 


©. ſel of peace,” (viz. the covenant of redemption, ) 
mall be between them both, even Jebovab the fa- 
ther and Jebovabthe ſon. Zeche vi. 12, 1. In this 

covenant, the father engages and covenants to 


give and. inſure fo. the ſon, a certain number of 
n, ſinners of mankind, who in conſideration 
of, and for the ſake of what he ſhould do and 
ſuffer, ſhould be delivered, from the demerit of 
their ſins, reſtored to the favour of God, and be 
made partakers of everlaſting felicitv. I Iiil. 11. | 
Math. i. 21. John vi. 37, Xii, 2, 9, &c. The 
ſon covenants and engages in behalf, of theſe, to 
lay aſide his glory, leayethe boſom” of his father, 
and becauſe. the ghildien were partakers of fleſh 
and blood, to aſſume their nature, and form, ſub- 
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4 his holy and obedient life, entitled to He Men, 
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"Tex kin of to the law, whoſe precepts they had 
violated, and whoſe curſe, they N lay obnoxi 
violated, and whole curſe, they i lay obnoxiqus. 
to, that bearing, and ſullecipg t gone, and obe 
ing and fulälhing the other, he | 


Heb. if, 14. | Gal. iii. 13, Eph, i. 6. John xvii, ® 
* e 12M N 12 _ - | n F” . rY Fa 
„Nos if, (as it appears) Chriſt. was the, head 
"ind repreſentative of his people 1n, the Ne 
of redemption ;, all he engaged for, muſt. neceſ- 


Jail ſtand or fall together With him; and as he 
mould acquithimſelf in his engagements for them, 


they muſt pMake the effects accordingly. Bur 
"Ekriſt the head of "his people, dealt prudently, 
'S<quit him VR Honour, came off victori- 6 
"ous inch, Vanquiſhed his foes, routed his ene- 


Meg, "and ed captivity "captive, By a holy and 


"obedient life,” © he magnifie@the law, and brought 
„ in evexlaſting righteouſneſs,” If. xlii. 21. Dan. 
* F g y FP "= 
ix. 24, hd. by the offering up-of ' himſelf” a fa- 
crifice on the croſs, 75 the room and place of his 
people, be bath finiſhed tranſpreſſion and made an 


_ end of fin. | Hence all poor ſingers believing in 


him, are by virtue of, and for his blood's fake, de- 
livered from hell and damnatio; and for thafilke = 


id eternal falvation. Or in other words, for the 


| fake of what Chriſt has done and ſuffered, all his 
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believing ſeed, who for their ſins and infiquities 


had deſerved hell, are not only delivered from the 


pit, but are accepted in the beloved, adopted in- 


to the family of heaven while here on earth, and 


have heaven and glory inſured to them in the pro- 
miles of God, when called to de art. * 
11th, It is ſclifee poſſible for us to =. 
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out; how it can comp Fort with justice, that guilty: 


"Þ * Bm And, O precious anſwer! Well Woke 
© David of the word oſ-God, that i it was degrer 


1 an een of. gold. and be for oy 


=y 1 


„ 4 ee, i Atl Aw cover, 4 


e teſtimony. 456, this mercyy 
Ipokes of Heb. Tix. 5, is by the ſume inſpired Writer, 
alled the Hiaſterion. Kom. iii. Bat at is, wp 

125 O that Chriſt appears to he the true wercy ſeat," the 
opher, the-atonement, and ran found for ſinners. 1 
1 REA Pat Bo us of no- com 

have found a ranſom, or propit 

Chet is that ranſom, ſo Eliba calls him, 2 had call 
him; + his Redeemer, he is both the r, and the 
F prieſt and the ſnerifce. 80 ee e | 
ſouls, that nothing leſs. would nen them, 


eat was e inſuty done by ſin at not | ; woul 
ſet 3 it, hs the blogd of the 5 of 9008 5 


| ordingly tranſlat eat. Exod. xxv. 21, 
2 of 5 = of ihe Jo 


ver have found it, it 5 the wiſdom of God 1 in a myſſ ery, 
' kidden I and ſuch an invention ug, and will b 


look into it, -Qbſerve how God 
tion here, -euretay rurela, 1 
ra | I, even 17 2 2 N 


** ee — " Nan 
2 "i loveof ot, in Chriſt Jeſus our Savl⸗ 
1 our, 9 0 boli bell te enge how all this is brought 


eatufss d not only be abſolved, but | 
Ly be ted as righteous, and teal TY : 


Propitia- 


in, ty 


himſelf a ranſom for many. This is 4 ranſom of God's 42 
ing. 2 N of * N wiſdom; we cquld never have 
 foun it out our ſelves, ws the Aer themſclyes _ qe 4 


nnr w onder of thoſe Sk. Be and E . . 


. haye enn 
e it. ** _ | 
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ing them 10 Do we enquiregvhy — 
worthleſſ fingers, are dealt with in ſo much merey, 4. 
. treated with wonderful loving kindneſo that 


noxious are abſolved; We ho were poliu 


* . 5 0 
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they are accepted, adapted, d beloved ? The 
2 anſwer i bo hear it with attention, 
and receive gt with pleaſure and gratitude, Oi my 
ul, and thou O chriſtian reader whoever thou 
art; the apſyer 1 wy 5 is, Wwe are accepted. the-be-” 

ed ; nat ks of rig htgouſneſs which! 
', 9 R ereign. es 
e ever laſing,. co-c cor eſſential, and co-equal ſon of 

Alting farhen hach undertaken for um, ö 
uſed gur cauſe; borne gur fig and forrow; dif. =—© 
rgeds our debts, and ted us furdur ang 
acceptance, 1 becauſe: ig died for us we ſhall 

die, ſe — 17 on earth below a 


holy and 17 big fulfplling ail n 


as our federal-head, for ever lives in hea» 


above to iptercede, —— His bf 
we ſhall ye alſo, fy 8 fey, 


'Glatjous. lyation, we who were guilep ank ob- 


defilec are accepted; for he hath made hi to 

© be us who knew no fin, that we might. 
" be made * ene of God in 2 
* 4 2 Cor, 
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* God cen Bee ES wa; Ab * 
our 7 to him, thab he might ſuffer the puniſhment bf them! 


| and on the contrary, we are made 1 of Got 


in Chriſt, ae ue bis 
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| Precious ſeri 


nar n | 
s de word is m — 
claim he cloſe attention. He, Wett. | 
** immaculate purity,” WhO cannot 5. 

accept the guilty ſinner, as ſu 
ſtopendous and aft; 
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3 In love — ing towarc s 


the deſerved objects of bis wra ae, gave 1 ww, LC 
appointed, bim, his onlySegotten for; bo 8 : 1 
: > not robbery” to be 1 — 75 God, ＋ p41 11 3 
d a, imputing the guilt of Ms offending s 1 


EL unto Kin, dat; in his own bod he might 
== on the croſs, and as a fin- offerf 
ht be ſaerificed to expiate reſflon, 4 
a à ſinner might ſuffer the deſert 5 Ls Las of 
mis people,” And O wonderful 2, J © 
Was made, for uf, Lord what 15 
—— or what is 8 * 1. 
man, that thy ſon Hguld be made fin for him! 1. Ly 
For us, angels fs eftconfined in chains of dark- 
— for their fins, Hut Jeſus takes our nature, and 
is made fin for us, be kn 10 n, immaculate in 
nature, guiltleſs in life; W knew nought but fin, 
nee wal in ſin, brought fortÞ'M iu, and oe 
lu beep, witk one conſent, bad gong aſtray, 
| 8 16. But © my foul, We. ou 
allowed up in wonder, and ſweet ſurprize 
Zement higher ſtill, what was all this fi 
Whas to rey © Why does 1 bow the. 
„„ hgh, 2 | _* ties, 
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wv . : : Me | a. 
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3 _ we are eſteemed Td * the ſake of the e , 
* 25 Chriſt, Piſcat. in loc. he rigbtconſneſ of God, not a 
E. hteouſneſs inherent. but-impnted by God through faith, 
erefore it is added en auto) in him, ſo we are the righte- 
| 8 * nt . 71 imputation. 
| „ 3 I 
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ii 
ies, ** habit of, a poor er apyjedr 
un this corrupted world, and et — his £ 
own offending creatures? It was, , that ye might 
. be made the righteouſneſs of God in im, t that 
hire night, he in him) be invgſted with that 
4 net which He render us ac- 
n Sate — might be 8 upon with 
| that garment of Garage, which ſhould beſpeak 
1 us the purchaſe of his biood, and gain us admiſ- 
i Kicks the” Pre” chamber Rnd the lang of 
1ngs,” 5 
1 how: ſhall this righteouſneſs. become 
'By a graciogy imputation, and, as it were, in 
| (change for our ſins,” for he took- our, fins, that we 
Foy become poſſeſſed of his righteopſneſs' 
. faith in him; he aſſumed the human na- 
3 we 2 parcalio af - | and 
1 . n g N 
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* "The righteouſue 2 Ged in . * . we might 


appear ri ghteous bef not in our inherent ri htegquf. 
neſs, but mt ches 7 A Chriſt imputed to pe, Gi 


by faith ; for Me apbiMle adds not ( auto in him, wi 


out deſign, but that he might ſignify unto us, that we are 
not ; JA by. 2 righteouſneſs of gur own, but by the 


A 


righteouſneſs of another, even Chriſt' s imputed to 
J 5 is ſaid to have been made fin for us who knew 
| ſach he was —— imputin . unto him; fo by 
theicpntrary, that we are made fighteous, it is by imputin 
his righteouſneſs unto us, By chis wonderful — * 
Chriſt bath taken upon himſelf our evil things, that he 
8 might impart unto us his good things: he took our miſery; 
8] 20 he might beſtow on us his mercy ;- he took the cur/e 
" due to us, that we might partake of his e * "© 
bowed to death, to raĩſe us to He, and in order to this, took 
gur Ant, that we might take his righteouſneſt. Turret 
Ipſe peccatum et nos juſtitia, nec noſtra fed Dei, in 
nobis ſed in ipſo, ſicut ipſe peccatum, ſuum . 
trum, nec p $6; ſed in ea, Auguſt, 
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| ance Tes ſaith the.evangelical. prophet, % 
16.20 loſe for bir ieee 1 
5 8 . every way 7 urate to the 
apap 3 ly law, it is 
may ong a arg ih as the ſun, and 
tor than the new fall en {Pow z affayed in this; 


. 
* vileſt proſtitute will And acceptatiee, and wit 
ont this, the greateſt profeſſor 1 be * af} 


han job a, * church appears in this ornd 
| * is delighted with ber beauty,” 
is * given n_ to his * and he de- 
| 5 apptobation of her, ſaying, b art a 
| 3 Ar ivy” i: wo ſpot in thee, BC Alx. 
A” 14. Cant iv. 5 This is 2 wedding ve 
25 which ha the accepted gueſts are Wok d 
_ with, and whoever ſhall be found without it, tho? 
he may have obtruded himſelf into the fellowſhip 
and fociety of the bridegrooms friends, will be de. 
and ca into outer Ane, for no tighte: 
Men will. be admitted tät in not as the 
Pt, and holy as him that gave it 4, but ſuch - 
righteouſneſs is only to be found in the holy und 
t life of Chriſt. ee N 
Ty. true e 19 1 on chit, nat only by 


par- 
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A. 

kan, wich rage, Abate ve m 0 

43 royal zobes. But will this i a 
Gente will it gain us N and ac« 


> we — which alone can render us | 
fing-and acceptable. to the heavenly king, who appoints 5. 7 


marriage; even to the father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
ſpirit un bridegroom, and in Which we may ſtand 
— in judgment, ie the righteouſteſs of Chriſt im wag a 
hs tor the ſcripture knows of no other thin 


| the of which we may be 22 Gal eli 
don of dn, and 


'# right to eternal life, 
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N 7 his hl FR e but that which, 
 Hiith lays hold wpon, and applies in the act 
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rn found in Curd. tacitly 


; ; Y F 1 
T partlelpatlog of his nsture and ſpltit, and « g 
arm bo his laws and life L; deſires # con. 


permoſt garment. hus prayed the great 
1 to the gentiles, ha! [ willy br found tn 
in,“ in the great and ſolemn day when God ſhall 
2 up his jewels, let me be found in bim, in- 


tered from the ſtorm and tempeſt which naked 
s mult feel, and which my own righteouſveſs 


from; let me there found in hat righteoinſ- 
Heſs, which i through the faith Cbriſt, irrputed 
through faith to vor believer, even be rightt- 
ouſneſs which is of God by faith, which God imputes 
to them that believe; and in which he cannot but 


_ Acquieſcs. 


It does hot appear that Paul expeſtedrooppen 7 


as accepted, for his inherent righteouſneſs, the 
very thought of which he earneſtly deprecates; 
nor does it ſeem that Paul expected his faith to 


juſtificatſon, and ever after has reſpect unto nom 


that righteouſneſs which is b,: faith, or which | 


1 


God, For the father hath declared h l 2 eaſed 2 
Clriſt ; therefore to them who are made one with him by 


Faith, there is no condemnation, ſeeing that ſuch are adoru- 


ed with a righteouſneſs ſuch as he requireth, and eannot but 


de pleaſed with, even the perfe& and compleat righteouſ- 


neſt of Chriſt imputed” ro them by faith? "Whereas on the 


contrary, whoſoever are not found in Chriſt cannot efcaps = 


condemnation, ſeeing®hey can produes 9e righteoulgeld 
but their own, | Pex, on the paſage. * nd You 


tporated ings him by Faith, that I may be ſhel- 


ich is of the la 1 1 in no wiſe ſcreen me 
ore 
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| a things that Ch, rightrouſhe/} way be his 
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| has reſpe&unto, and muſt therefore be fomeching | 
_ "different from itſelf. 

--* 4th, It Prefumed, it Rt 
that hriſt ſhould perform in thelſpbedience of 
"his life, the dutie peculiat to the” ſeveral ſtates. 

and conditions of his people, in order chat his 

active obedience might ee them as their | 

title tö heaven, than it was needful for him to 
fuffer all che peculiar aches, pains, diſeaſes, and 
diſquietudes common to the various ſtates, con 
ditions, and circumſtances which an all-wiſe pros. 
vidence had ſubjected them to, in order to pro- 
cute their deliverarice from hell. . © to 
the latter, what concerned. him for hiver--.. 
ance of his people, was to ſatisfy the injured law 
m whatever its * precepts were violated; by 
ſuffering all it could poſſibly inflict on the offen⸗ 
ders, ſo that in conlequence: thereof, they might 


h one voice triumph inthe cauſe of their ab. 
&®: who ſhall lay _ 


to the charge 
eli? It is Chriſt that died. And hence i 
ſeripture Chriſt is ſaid} to be given 
Math. xx. 28, and an amilutron, 1 Tim. ii. 6, 
by Which his people a e delivered from the curſe 
due. to their fins... as he was the head and 
repreſentative of his choſen ſeed, all that was ne- 
Beeftary i in the latter, in order to their acceptance, 
adoption, &c. was, the fulfilling the br of -- 


"a law v agreeable 1 to char 4 that 4 Walt things _ 
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ith,” OO be faith itſelf; * 8 | 
gheeouſnels of Chriſt is that which faith. always 
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N live in them, Nor doth that ohjectien m 
tz Have any weight “ that if we are juſtified by 


< his life, his death was not neceſſary; but his 
death appears to have been negefſary from the 
e concurrent teſtimony of ſcriptures therefore 
ewe are not juſtified by his life.“ For to have. 
made this argument ſolid and concluſive, it ſnould 
have been ſaid, if we areJuſtified by his life only 
and abſtratedly, then his death was not neceſſary * 
ga do not Know. that this is any where affirm- 
” The active and paſſive obedience of Chriſt, 
they are the ſole meritorious cauſe of a ſinner s 
juſtification, are and ought to be conſidered as one + 
reat aggregate, inſeparably connected, uniting... 
the? influence, and joining their agency to lay a 
firm foundation for reconciliation with God, par- 
don, peace, acceptance, adoption, heaven, and 
glory for believing ſinners. 
Yet ſhould any man ſpeak of the ſatisfaction of 
Chrift's death, and the merit of his life diſtinctly and 
ſeparate, aſeribing to each a diſtinct part in the 
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© eld juſtly de blamed; for remiſſion of lin, au 


imputaticn, of righteouſneſs, ſtand related to each 

*cauſe and it's effect. For we are not 
to cdnceive ofthe pipcedute, ac i God firſt pardon d 
our ſin, and afterwards imputed righteouſneſs to us; 


but rather, 1ſt he imputes righteouſneſs and for the +. 
ſake of that righteouſneſs imputed, he pardons - 
our ſin. For it ſeems neceſſary that the (/utron,) 
land ſatisfaction ſhould ſo intervene that remiſſion 
Df fins may be obtained without infringing ice, 


and that there may be a lawful foundation laid 


for the abſolutory ſentence. - The imputation off 


the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, is the ſole foundation 
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ther ci ne deſerve the N 


* 
1 
. 

N 
ö 
M$ 


ge e ee nr e 
as it conhſts of two parts, Viz. 40 b 0 


jon, inſeptrably connected Wick 
former Fa) Well be ſup Te 2 4 


l aps 
* her 


1 eath, he latter che Ufe. iſt, 
eotfidered jointly, preſents us 1 P ti 17 60 , 
© ne{Fhavihg at once a ſatlefatory, and e meritori- f. 


ole power.” Ix is cettain, the refulfih, 
Holt che Whole obedience of Chf "3s twofold... 
in x delliverinee fro death. zd, a title to TREP , 

Por It ts one thing to be 106 den ou of priſon, * * 
ther to de ſeasted on a throne. Adam in his Per 1 
fect tate, deferved not the pena ty E Huh, 179 9 

his Te 

dierice yer being untried. Pu hen ſees to. 
have conſKered the 'Yieffingsreſu ng Frog Chris 
finiſhed wörke diftinatly,” Gal. iv, 4, 5, Chrift ei 
made under the law, that he — ht Fedeem them 
tat Work nr the law, i. e. from under the 
| 2 75 we might recefve tht adoption of * 

ght and title to te, which floweth from 


wr. Th Again, Acts Mi. pt, that _ they . 
el ters if tne, d."a lot among 4 . | 
os ave ſaneified. Ne Kriſt is To 2 
have waſhed us, but alſo to have Us . 
aun prieſts unto Gore Re i. 5, 6. 
But to lay che le ſtreſs of our l 'F 
ſuch fort 65 the Redeeme r' death, as to di 
ard and diſparage his holy ie e 
Fi unferiptural, oi is 1 practice unſu 55 le. 
fe a are hereby led to 1 5 857717 f Christ a 
rety and re preſentative, in one pa, of fi 
nd undert but incirely td overlod him, 
as acting in th 2 ane, As Chr en” 
iges e of his people, to dellver them from 
Fe, 


We - > ; | | 5 * J 
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" Au 7 2 bis pu 97 ent wi * 
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will be ſuch undeſervedl — 4 
t of Which, was the fixed and ble 
law 14 804 This law made no pie of life 
but to the obedient; do and live, but by what ſo- 
phiſtry Mſabey and die, can be made equivalent 
to this, I kiiow not; and till this be — it can 
1 be proved that the ſufferings of Chriſt a- 
» The, can give us a claim to heaven. It is grant- 
IT. when a criminal has ſuffered the pe wh 
me la according to the nature of his Low 6. 
tice can exact no more, and in this ſenſe he ſtahds 
al ſnoting with him who never tranſgreſſed 
the law at all{ but the latter of theſe was che caſe 
th Adam before his Obedience was tried; and 
t covenant obligation whereby life was to be 
continued, or increaſed, « remafned yet unfulfilled; 
but believers i in Chriſt Jeſus Fe in a vety different 
ſtate, as ſhewn above. So long as we live in an 
_* © unconverted ſtate, fo long we live as Adam 
elt us by his fall from God, in a ſtate. f e 
and condemnation, Eph. ii. 3. John i. 18, bug 
when d are tranſlated from the power of darkneſs 
into the kingdom Habe ſan of God. Colofi. 1. 13, 
the 'incorruptible ſeed is ſown Which liveth, and abid- 
eib far ever. 1 Pet. i. 23, and the precious foul 
as one of the jewels of heaven, is kept by 1e * 
power ft God, through faith unto ſalvation, ch. i. 5. 


el and being th 


13th, Reader if thou haſt an intereſt in this 
jous Chriſt, theſe are truths, ſcripture truths, 
ſpel truths; "this is the nw wine of the kings 
which may well make glad thſheart. W 
= give? What 
canſt 


2 


W want, E. Chriſt 


45 * f | e 
a 4 93 J „ 
"goon um thar che God of out merces will 
old, he that 8 Bis "ſon; bu ſretly | 
bim up for 'us all, ſhall de not with bam ehe 
mo ut all things? Rom. viii, 32. Art thou we 
in faith, and are thy graces feeble ? Behold Chet 
is the bend Uf life, che trus bread, the bread that 
cotnath den from heuven; and as bread is the 1 
5 ee RR ts e — 2 l 
fupport of thy ſoul. ou art Mur hriſt 
es living water to thirſty ſpuls, the weak he 
| ons, the weary he reffeſhes, the mourners » 
de chears, the guilty he abſolves, the impriſoned. 
' he looſes, the bade leads, the lame he upholds, 
be prepares a cordial for the fick, applies balm to 
the wounded, and O oofhfortable to tell, he cloaths 
the naked with a robe of righteduſnefs. 
When Joſeph was called from priſon to app 
before Pharaoh the king of he put off his 
iſon cloaths and changed his raiment, and hav- 
mg obtained favourß he was not only eloathed, 
bat adoned, he was arrayed in veſtures of fine 
| linen, and-a chain of gold was put around his 2 | 
* und 10 it is with believers in Chriſt, old rhings t 
put away, all things become "ww ; a new heart, a 
new life, new deſires, new purpoſes, new aims, 
new ends, new pleaſures} new companions, and 
” Glen me to lay dearreader,) a neo ct 
The 5 of Chriſt, is ſomewhat like | 
S Joſeph's coat of divers colours, it is red and white, 
or as the bride” rejoicingly ſings of her beloved. 
he is white and ruddy, ſuch is the robe his friend 
are adorned with; it is red in reſpect of his bl 
death, not like Joſeph's coat which was dipt in 
| the biood of Mid, for Chriſt's garment was be- 


ſmearediwith his own blood, if. Iii 25 it is White 
* * x " in 


1 
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Aud thirty 


of 
in none chuſe he fear of th Lord; who eſteem 


never till changed, put on this robe of r 


a the mercy-/eat, covered the tables of the de- 


(96) 


— 
at, (it 1 ma V the believer's 

bm, is the 4 ſneſs of Chriſt; + was woven 
m-the woot of this heavenly lamb, by a three 

years toil, and at his deatkr io ſprin led 

with his Bd, that (as Iſaid] it is a garment red 

and whits. I would here obſorve O reader, that 


| none parras of this garment, but renewed ſouls; 


Chriſt will never beſtow this bleſſing on two ſorts 


people, iſt, On ſuch as refuſe inſtruction, and 


preaching of the croſs fooliſhneſs, and will not 
ho to reign over them; theſe loving to wal- 
low in their on vomit of ſin and filthineſs, muſt 
ighteouf. 
neſs, and they can never be accepted without it. 
2d, Such as are wrapping up themſelves in their 
own imaginary. goodneſs; and to whom Chrift 
8 and _—— EA N is an occaſion 
ſtumbling ;. Chriſt w eouſneſs 
ye but naked ſinners, = ſee — 7 their 


need of ſuch a covering, and therefore theſe muſt 


want the wedding garment when the king ſhall 


view his gueſts. FR 

..-14th, Rane of Ilrael records ina 
ſang the bleſſedneſs the man whoſe - fins are 
covered.; now it is one ſpecial property of a gar- 


ment-tq cover, but. what can poſſibly cover our 


_ ſpiritygþ.nakedneſs before God, and as it were hide 


ſins from his eyes, beſide the righteouſneſs 


Wrought out by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ) This 


renders us acceptable to God, Eph. i. 6. and as of 


ue, laid up in the ark of the covenant, fo 
8 1s our mercy. ſeat, Rom. ui, 25. * 
0 


6 97 0 : 
ö | 


pups gs righteouſneſs is the mgſt ſplendid and glo- 


Lat e loch, ro wear who rand in the 


= ence" of the king, therefare he ſays, I counſel 


ibee to buy o, 2 tried in By, Tas that thou, 


mayeſt ds rich, and white raiment (hat: thou-mayeft- 


be clothed, that the Jhome af 2h. ___ _ 


14 ee, Rev. iii. 18. 


Ihe perfection of this righteouſtieſs, is ſec pra ug 


in Pſ. xlv. 10. where it is compared to gold of 


odds the- Ainet Tola, and the queen (i. e. the - 
church) is repreſented as veſted therewith, adorn- 


ed and ready for the bri n, eee cry 
ſinging, as in the words will 


greatly rejoice inthe Londy my 7 * jayſul 


in my God, for he bath — * . the garments. 
oof ſalvation, be bath covered me with TE robe 
' of righteouſneſs. - This is the veſtment-thaviChyiſt: 


ſpreads over the deformity. of his ſaints, Egek.. 


N 8. it is the clean linen ſpoken of, Rev. xix. 
8, which is ſaid to be the righteouſneſs of ſaints ;" not 
 theiraherent righteouſneſs, this might be called 
their own, but the righteouſneſs of Chriſt; it is 
uaid they wear it by ſpecial grant, for it was grant- 
ed, &c. now that this is meant of the the righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt, appears from Rom. v. 18. viii. 4. 
where 8 eek word is uſed to expreſs the 
_ righteouſneſs of © 

obedience, ,- The ſcriptures frequently bring + 


vniverſal charge of fin againſt all men, for al 5 


have finned and come Hort of. the glory of God, Rom. 4 ; 
Ut. 19. and, there is none righteous no not one, — 


iv. 3. And again, in thy fight ſball no fleſh 
„ Now what righteouſneſs gy > 
lent 


. the tables of God's moſt holy law. And 


hriſt, viz. his active 1 * 


il 


* * 


 Keient'to re 


their ſhame and guilt,” . 
When Jacob came in unto his father Jaac, to ob- 


* 


* 


* 


favour and aceeptance of a holy God ? No exter- 


wh nal works can availto this purpoſe ; our common 
rents fewedfig leaves, but they could not cayer 
their nakedne(s there with; now. theſe fig-leave 


- aprons were types of all thoſe outward 2 
E a 


men are apt to make in order to cover their nak 

ſouls, but they muſt be told that their works will 
not profit tbem. God no doubt intended to inſtruct 
Adam and Eve, when he cloathed them with the 
ſkins of beaſts, probably ſlain for ſacrifice, in the 
bleſſings «4 d in the ſerpent's curſe, that the 
woman's ſeed then promiſed, ſhould offer up his 
mY to expiate their guilt, and by a holy and 


bedient life, weave out for them a garment that 


ſhould cover their ſpiritual 


nakedneſs, and hide 


tan the bleſſing, he put on 'goat-ſkins, and his 
eldep brother's raiment; ſo we alſo muſt put on 


the 3 of Chriſt, the raiment of «wr 
elder 


rother, if ever we obtain the bleſſing from 
our heavenly father, Jr was appointed under the 


law, for Aaron to be cloathed with garments glo- 


rious and beautiful, whenever he entered the ho- 
ly of holies'; ſo all believers, being made kings 
and prieſts unto God, Rey: i. 6, are cloathed with 
a beautiful and glorious garment, even the righ- 


teouſneſs of the Lord Chriſt, ' by whoſe power they 
1 0 K; been made willing, and whom they now-wor- 


p in this beautiful dreſs, or in the beauty of 


Pbholimeſs, Pſ. ex. 3. This precious righteouſneſs 


of Chriſt, is to the ſoul, what our common gar- 
ments are to our bodies; his covers the naked- 


| Heſs of the body, bat imputed by faith, * 


1 n 4 
an unrighteous race, to the 


— 


„ 


dhe nakedieſs g the ſoul; che een, 

from cold, &c, Sloth! the ri the Be bt 
1 5 the e of That 15 almoſt freezes our 
1 — 8 and denum Cr: dutie i 
| arments alſo. defend A . * from = 
= Tunis ſun, ſo doth. Chriſt's "righteguſqeſs from == 
the ſcorching hed of awakened wrath, Again, (JN 

| + our gement are uſed as Ornamente 0 che body, 

[ - fo the rightcouſneſ®$f Chriſt doth more eſpecial 


f OTIS 2 ſq that ys e 1 


| table tq God 4 : 
" Hol forbad Walid to we | 


of woollen and linen, Deut. xxil. 11 
tending to ipſtruct us hereby, 341, nodoube ſ aA 
5 bee and our own filchy rags, ſho Id not 
Pe Joined together in the juſtification of a 1 a 
an. indeed why ſhould they, what part can they 
claim in the great work. What have, the beſt of 
them e Surely nothing hut ſhame a 
ſortow. What did Chriſt bring ſalvation, in 
and leave us to finiſh the work be ben, O of 
| We begin, and perform a will Chri 
| make up the deficiency ? Muſt he be 4511 
pe omega, or muſt we be alpha, and will. 
| omega ? Let ſuch diſhonoyrable thoughts be = 
from our minds, if Baal be God ſerve him, but 
if the Lord Cbriſ be Cod, let him have the gloty. 
His arm alone brought ſalvation, to his pame We 
be all the praiſe. 
+ 35th, Upon the whol, 2 what a glorious d 
very doth he word of God make unto us, 
his wiſdom and goodneſs, in the. redemption * 
loſt ſinners by means of a mediator z and what a 
firm foundation for hope, yea for the plerophory 
hape, is laid enn in the ary 


di was” þ 
+ 


le, and figoning death of ; 
* 8 O fat} of ſalvati 
9 


9 
a 
*% 
* - 


* 


(10% 


thor of your Hope in him ? No, it is impoſs 
le. Can the ur 


ed law arreſt you and con- 


could infli&\. inflit on one who had engaged in 
behalf of the obnoxious, and as a ſurety had 
himſelf to 37 . ot his m_ peo- 

le. Pein n Jeſus nged you fear " 
1205 rhar is to thee O child of grace 2 
dimnation, therefore thou canſt never go to hell: but 


N in the ſpotleſs garment wove 7 Cheiſt, 
ving on that 7 28 which is of Go through 


5 faith ix Chrift ; thou haſt the ſtrongeſt recommen- 
dation to the favauy of God, and therefore ſhalt 


* 


1 


Ihe ti 


and glory, 


alſuredly go to heaven. 2 
teouſneſs of Chriſt imputgd to the be⸗ 
6235 him as full an abſolution from guilty), 


ad never offended, acquits as intirely in 


1 
$ 1Þ he 
pet juſtice, as if he had'never been attaint- 
ed ; And at the ſame time confers a title to heaven 
full and inconteſtible, as if he h 

fulfilled' all the precepts of the moſt holy law of 
God. In this moſtincomparably glorious plan of 
ſalvation, in which the attributes of deity ſhine 
forth with aſtoniſhing brightneſs, and ſweetly har- 
monize in the moſt DF 55 concord and agree. 
ment, do thou more and more Empl, 27 nobleſt 
powers O my ſoul. Here is an aby wonder, 
a boundleſs and bottomleſs ocean 


immenſity of myſtery 5 think not to ſound infinite 
depths, with the ſhort and ſcanty line of moſt en- 
lightened reaſon, for nothing's here but a 


2 t 
Lord a ee 
0 the 


dethn you?” No, Chriſt has fuferech all that jollfſes * 
und 


heavenly wif 
m, and heavenly love lies open- before thee 
Mee not too deep leſt thou be ſwallowed up in the 


0 


7 
— 


urſe is Here for thafg hg f an 
KD land for ſinners Who hog | 
thou dear reader take 
EF e beter dee ON 
83 mY feet,” and a. nto thy bu 
| 


gfeat vation be net in 
„ F foren on thy ue, if thou h 
tze is gracions, it Jeſus 
pe”, fins wigh his righteouſneſs, 2 
5 * or be 1 to flo! him. make. met» 
5 him at all times, that his namg, may 
2 1 And in the ſpifit of gratitude, - and 
the language of triumph, let. ery beligver: Re" 92 
5 2 ; DL in the Lord bave 1 righteauneſs and firength, 


xlv; 24, andthey who ſhall yet be born all de- 
e his righteouſneſs, P Pl. xxii. 31. Tea the heaven: + 
It declare bis righteouſWeſs; Pf. I. 6, and his peo- 

1 5 ſhall enjoy the comfortable gffe&ts fre rh 
Niger. oor ever. 
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